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[57] ABSTRACT

A golf bag organizer comprising a base with a plurality
of upwardly directed sockets adapted to mount within a
golf bag either directly or through a size-adjustable
adapter ring. A rack with peripherally positioned club
retainers mounts in the bag over the base with the re-
tainers aligned with the base sockets. A vertical parti-
tion may be provided between the rack and the base. A
traveling lock ring selectively snap-locks to the rack for
a positive retention of the clubs therein until the lock
ring is manually removed. |

17 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets




5,029,703

Sheet 1 of 4

July 9, 1991

U.S. Patent




U.S. Patent  July 9, 1991 Sheet 2 of 4 5,029,703

,71/'92 St

N S ¢ | | BT/ _ _l—

!’(’Mll _m
ST 1 ) N

l_m_llll'- | TO— — a———

66 72




U.S. Patent ~ July 9, 1991 Sheet 3 of 4 5,029,703




- U.S. Patent  July 9, 1991 Sheet 4 of 4 5,029,703

)




5,029,703

1
GOLF CLUB ORGANIZER

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Golf clubs are conventionally carried in open-topped
bags which receive the club shafts with the club heads
upwardly directed for easy identification and access
thereto.

Such bags, in themselves, loosely receive the clubs
therein with the clubs, without internal supports, freely
engaging against each other, resulting in scuffing of the
club grips, possible chipping or denting of the club
heads, and “club chatter” as the bag is being carried.

Many solutions have been proposed in the nature of
racks, separator tubes and the like positioned within the
bag and releasably receiving the individual clubs. Such
devices, while found to be practical and acceptable
under some circumstances, do not accommodate to all
of the conditions to which a golf bag is normally sub-
jected. For example, the provision of clips or retainers
within the upper portion of the bag for engagement
immediately adjacent the club heads will not normally
protect the club grips at the base of the bag. Also, if the
grip 1s to be such as to allow for a substantial ease in
inserting and removing the club, as desired during the
- playing of the game, the retention of the club 1s not such
as to retamn the club during the substantially greater
disruptive forces to which the bag is subjected during a
‘transporting of the bag, for example in the trunk of a
car. If, to the contrary, a sufficient grip is provided for
the club to prevent the possibility of accidental release,
this would not provide the desired free and rapid access
to the clubs as the game is being played.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The golf club organizer of the invention, mountable
within the upper portion of a conventional golf bag,
incorporates a unique rack for engagement with the
club shaft, immediately below the head, in a manner
whereby the club is gripped at vertically spaced posi-
tions to provide a substantial degree of stability against
pivotal movement of the shaft within the bag. At the
same time, the grip is such as to allow for a substantial
ease of both insertion and removal of the club.

In order to stabilize the clubs for transportation or
other extremely heavy handling situations, a separate
lock ring 1s provided which, subsequent to a positioning
of the clubs in the rack, quickly and easily snap-locks
into the rack to positively close each of the club retain-
ers and effect a corresponding retention of the clubs
therein. When the clubs are to be used in the playing of
the game, the lock rning is merely snap-relcased to

“open”’ or unlock the retainers.

The organizer also utilizes, as desired, a molded base
defining a plurality of upwardly directed sockets gener-
~ally aligned with the retainers of the overlying rack for
reception and separation of the club grips. An appropri-
ate divider, engaged with and extending between the
base and the rack, can also be provided.

In order to accommodate bags of varying diameters,
appropriate spacers are provided for use with the upper
rack, and an adapter ring provided for use with the base.

All of the components are formed of an appropriate
synthetic resin, for example resilient polypropylene.

Other features, objects and advantages of the inven-
tion will be recognized from the more detailed descrip-
tion of the invention following hereinafter. |
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a golf bag, with por-
tions broken away and with the organizer mounted
therein;

FIG. 2 is a top plan view of the rack component of
organizer;

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional detail take substantially on
a line passing along 3—3 in FIG. 2;

FIG. 4 is an elevation detail take substantially on a
plane passing along 4—4 in FIG. 2;

FIG. § is a top plan detail of the portion of the rack
of FIG. 4 illustrating the manner of mountlng to the
golf bag;

FIG. 6 1s a perspective detail of the mounting of the
rack utilizing a spacer;

FIG. 7 is a schematic illustration of the positioning of
golf club shafts within the retainers;

FIG. 8 is an elevational detail of a retainer-mounted

shaft;

FIG. 9 1s a top plan view of the lock ring;

FIG. 10 is a side elevational view of the lock ring;

FIG. 11 1s a top plan view of the lock ring mounted
to the rack in a manner so as to fix the club shafts within
the retainers;

FIG. 12 is a cross-sectional detail illustrating the
manner of releasably fixing the lock ring to the rack;

FIG. 13 1s a top plan view of the base and adapter
ring, with a portion of the adapter ring broken away;

FIG. 14 is a cross-sectional view of the base taken
substantially on a plane passing along line 14—14 in
FIG. 13.

FIG. 15 is an elevational view, with portions broken
away for purposes of illustration, of the adapter ring
and base; and

FIG. 16 1s a peISpectwe detail of the bag divider.

DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

~ Referring more specifically to the drawings, FIG. 1
1llustrates a conventional golf bag 20 with selected com-
ponents of the organizer of the invention mounted
therein. The organizer includes a rack 22 mountable

-~ within the upper portion of the bag 20 inward of the
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open mouth thereof, a base 24 positioned within the
closed bottom of the bag 20, a lock ring 26, noting FIG.
11, selectively engaged with the rack 22, and an.adapter

‘ring 28, noting FIG. 13, engageable with the base 24 to

accommodate larger sized bags 20. Finally, the orga-
nizer can incorporate a partition or divider 30 engaged
with and extending between the rack 22 and base 24.

The rack 22, noting FIGS. 1-3 in particular, includes
a peripheral wall 32 which, while preferably annular,
can be of other configurations to conform to the interi-
ors of particular golf bags. A series of club retainers 34
are provided about the inner periphery of the wall 32
and include upper and lower vertically spaced sets of
gripping fingers 36. Each gripping finger 36 of each set
of gripping fingers, includes a gripping wall 38 inwardly
facing toward the pocket of the corresponding retainer
34, the wall 38 including a slightly concave inner sur-
face providing a restricted mouth to the retainer pocket
for the snap-engagement of the shaft 40 of a golf club 42
therein. This snap-engagement, best illustrated in FIG.
7, requires a resilient flexing of the inner gripping walls
38 which is enhanced by cavities 44 defined immedi-
ately inward thereof and into which the gripping walls
38 can resiliently deflect.
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The formation of each retainer 34 with vertically
spaced and aligned upper and lower sets of gripping
fingers 36 is considered particularly significant in that a
retained golf club is gripped at two vertically spaced
points whereby a significant degree of lateral stability
and resistance to pivotal shifting within the bag is
achieved. " |

The fingers 36, to each side of each retainer 34
formed thereby present concave corner portions 46 to
facilitate introduction and removal of the club shafts 40.

The gripping fingers 36, along with the aforedes-
cribed components thereof and the retainers formed
thereby, are integrally defined within vertically spaced
upper and lower inwardly directed flanges 48 integral
with the upper and lower edges of the peripheral wall
32.

Each of the flanges 48 is of a greater width, as at 50,
between adjacent retainers 34 for a strengthening of the
annular rack and the grip-defining fingers 36. While, as
illustrated, the flange portions 50 can have the inner
edge 32 thereof slightly recessed, providing a tapered
configuration to the outer edges of the gripping fingers
36, the width of the flange portions 50 is still greater
than that of the

A crossbar or crosswall 84 spans the opening defined
by the penipheral wall 32 to one side of the diametric
~center of the opening, dividing the opening into larger
and smaller subdivisions with the smaller subdivision in
turn centrally divided by a partition bar or wall 56
extending across the smaller opening subdivision cen-
trally from and at right angles to the crosswall 54 and to
the peripheral wall 32, thus dividing the small subdivi-
sion Into two yet smaller areas. The crosswall 54 and
partition wall 56 are of equal height with the peripheral
wall 32. The crosswall 54 includes upper and lower
vertically spaced integral flanges similar to the periph-
eral wall flanges 48 and similarly defining a series of
retainers 58. The retainers 58 substantially duplicate the
retainers 34, both in formation and manner of use.

Each of the two smaller subdivision areas, defined by
the radially extending partition wall 56, include two
retainers 34 defined therein. These retainers 34 are on a
relatively greater spacing than the space between the
‘retainers 58 or the retainers 34 about the major portion
of the rack wall, the greater spacing allowing for an
accommodation of the normally larger golf club woods.

As suggested in FIGS. 3 and 4 in particular, the rack,
to facilitate the construction thereof, can be formed of
duplicate upper and lower molded components 60 re-
leasably interlocked, in facing relation to each other, by
peripherally spaced pin 62 and bore 64 interlocks inte-
grally formed about the inner face of the peripheral wall
32. Such interlocks, in addition to securing the two
components 60 into a unitary rack structure, also act to
rigidify the rack and the spaced parallel flanges 48 from
which the retainers are defined. |

The strength and structural stability of the rack is
further enhanced by integral abutting columns 66
molded to each of the components 60 about the inner
face of the peripheral wall 32 and along the correspond-
ing face of the crosswall 54 with the columns of the two
components vertically aligned and abutting each other.
These columns 66 are preferably formed at the inner
ends of the retainer pockets vertically between the
flanges 48. Yet additional stability can be introduced
into the rack by providing the flanges 48, along the full
inner peripheries including the retainer fingers 36, with
continuous depending lips for an enhanced thickness at
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these outer edges which are to be directly contacted by
the clubs.

Noting FIG. 1, the rack 22 is located within the upper
portion of the bag 20. The exact positioning of the rack
is accomplished by snapping a club shaft, preferably the
wedge, into a retainer 34 with the club head clearing the
top of the rack by approximately 3"’ minimum. The rack
and club are then lowered into the bag until the club
grip seats on the bag bottom or the base 24 positioned
therein. The rack is secured within the bag by a plural-
ity of screws 68 engaged through the bag and into ap-
propriate fastener means such as Tinnerman fasteners 70
on the inner face of the peripheral wall 32. Such fasten-
ers 70 can be mounted within opposed pockets 72 inte-
grally formed on the opposed upper and lower rack
components 60 as will be best noted in FIGS. 4 and §.
Noting FIG. 6, in order to accommodate slight varia-
tions in the diameter of the various bags 20 in which the
rack may be mounted, appropriate spacers 74 can be
provided between the bag 20 and the rack 22. Such
spacers will be molded elements with a vertical cen-
trally slotted portion 76 which engages directly against
the outer rack wall 32, and upper and lower flanges 78
which respectively engage and overlie the upper and
lower flanges 48 of the rack 22.

In positioning the rack 22 within the mouth or upper
portion of the bag 20, the radially extending partition
wall 56 is to align with a predetermined portion of the
bag, for example the handle or strap 74. .

With reference particularly to FIGS. 1 and 13-15, the
base 24 i1s an integrally molded member with a planar
base panel 80, normally circular or otherwise config-
ured to conform to the interior of the bottom of a golf
bag, and a pair of upwardly projecting slightly arcuate
opposed ridges 82. Each of the ridges generally follows'
the curvature of opposed portions of the base panel 80
and have formed therein a plurality of vertically extend-
ing arcuate recesses 84 which define seats for the club
grips. The seats 84 are generally equal in number to the
number of retainers 34 and 58, and are to be vertically
aligned therewith as shall be described presently. The
elongate ridges 82 include central full-length ridge lines
86 with the recesses or seats 84 inclining downwardly
and outwardly therefrom to both sides thereof to facili-
tate introduction and removal of the club grips. The
opposed ends of the ridges 82 form partial recesses as at
88 which combine to define endmost seats between the
opposed ridges, thus utilizing the full periphery of the
base. As noted in FIG. 13, the central facing seats 84 of
the two ridges actually define annular seats for recep-
tion of the grips of the clubs engaged within retainers 58
in the crossbar. In this manner, the central club grips are
precluded from movement toward the surrounding
clubs in all directions.

As will also be best seen in FIG. 13, one of the ridges
82, the uppermost ridge in the illustration, includes
relatively larger recesses or seats 84 along with a central
divider rib 90 between adjacent pockets 84 which is
longer than the remainder of such divider ribs. This rib
90 1s to be vertically aligned with the rack partition wall
56 and as such, will be aligned with the corresponding
portion of the club, for example the handle or strap 74.
In this manner, a proper orientation of the rack and base
relative to each other, with the retainers and seats in
vertical alignment, will be achieved with the larger
seats accommodating the grips of the woods.

The base 24 is frictionally retained within the bottom
of the bag 20, preferably by radially extending tabs 92
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integral and coplanar with the base panel 80 at peripher-
ally spaced points thereabout. The base panel 80 imme-
diately inward of each of the tabs 92, is provided with a
cut-out area 94 which provides for an enhanced flexibil-
ity of the edge of the base panel 80 adjacent the tabs 92
for facilitating the flexing and snap-locking of the tabs
into engagement of the bag wall at the bottom thereof.
As desired, a small arcuate reinforcing rib 96 can be
provided along the panel edge portion between each
position fixing tab 92 and the arcuate cut-out or opening
immediately inward thereof.

With particular reference to FIGS. 13 and 18, if the
cross-sectional area of the bottom of the bag 20 1s so
large as to not provide for a locking or retention of the
base 24 in position therein, the present invention also
contemplates use of the adapter ring 28. This ring 28

includes a peripheral wall 98 comprising a lower verti-

cal portion 100 conforming to the outer periphery of the
base panel 80 and an upward outwardly flaring portion
102. The base 24 is received vertically downward 1nto
the adapter ring 28 with the base panel 80 seating on an
inwardly directed support flange 104 peripherally about
the lower edge of the lower portion 100.

In order to fix the base 24 within the adapter ring 28,
the base panel tabs 92 are snap-engaged through corre-
sponding openings 106 in the lower wall portion 100
with the inherent flexibility of the base panel 80, partic-
ularly as enhanced by the cut outs 94, allowing for this
engagement of the tabs 92 through the apertures 106.

In order to enhance the range of bags within which
the base can be accommodated, the adapter ring 98, and
in particular the upper flared wall portion 102 thereof, is
provided with annular guide lines 108 along which the
wall portion 102 can be severed by any appropnate
sharp instrument to adjust the circumference thereof to

the bag within which it is to be engaged. The upwardly
flared nature of the wall portion, even when cut to a

smaller dimension, provides for a positive gripping of
the interior of the bag wall against any tendency for the
adapter ring, and hence the base, to upwardly displace.
Similarly, 1t 1s contemplated that the proposed engage-
ment will also prevent any tendency for the base to
rotate from its initially set position. "

Noting FIGS. 1 and 16, if desired, the vertical divider
30 can be mounted between the rack 22 and the base 24
paralleling the crosswall 54. The divider 30 will prefera-
bly comprise a vertically elongate sheet 112 with open
ended sleeves 114 defined along the opposed vertical
edges thereof. The sleeves 114 in turn receive elongate
- rods 116, the opposed ends of which are received within
hollow bosses 118 and 120 respectively on the rack 22
and base 24. The bosses 118 are formed integrally with
the flanges 48 of the peripheral wall and are aligned
with the opposed ends of the crossbar 54 on a line imme-
diately inward of the crossbar retainers §8. On the base,
the bosses 120 align with the opposed ends of the ele-
vated ridge aligned with the crossbar 54.

A particularly significant feature of the invention is
the traveling lock ring 26 illustrated in FIGS. 9-12. The
lock ring 26 is specifically intended as a means for posi-
tively locking the club shafts 40 within the retainers 34
and 58 during periods of non-use, that 1s, when one is
not playing golf and the bag may be subjected to forces
which might tend to accidentally discharge the clubs
from the retainer pockets. This may occur under such
circumstances as in shipping the bag with the clubs
therein, while driving with the clubs in the trunk or
back of a vehicle, etc.
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The lock ring 26 is annular or otherwise configured
to conform to the shape of the rack 22 in overlying
relation to the uppermost flange 48, and in particular the
inner ends of the grip-forming fingers 36. The ning con-
sists basically of a planar body 122 with an outer periph-
ery overlying the upper flange 48 for support thereon.
Recesses 124 are defined in this outer periphery and
align with and across the open ends of the retainers 34
to selectively close these open ends upon a mounting of
the lock ring 26 and to preclude withdrawal of the
clubs. '

In order to close the retainers 58 in the crossbar 54 of

‘the rack 22, the lock ring also includes a crossbar 126,

which, upon a mounting of the lock ring on the rack as
illustrated in FIG. 11, lies across the open ends of the
retainers 58. It will also be appreciated that the lock ring

crossbar facilitates a proper alignment of the lock ning.

In order to mount the lock ring 26 to the upper flange
48 of the rack 22, the lock ring 26 is provided with
peripherally spaced depending outwardly directed lugs
128. Each lug 128 is integrally formed with the ring
body 122 thereover, preferably through an extension or
radially outward enlarged portion 130 on the periphery
of the ring to provide additional rigidity for the lug 128.
Noting FIG. 12, the outwardly projecting leading end
132 of each of the lugs 128 includes a tapered face for
snap-locking of the lugs 128 beneath the top flange 48
preferably in the relieved areas 50 between adjacent
retainers 34, When so engaged, the corresponding ex-
tension 130 seats on the adjacent fingers 36 of an adja-
cent pair of retainers 34. As suggested in FIG. 12, the
extensions 130 can have the upper surfaces thereof
slightly recessed from the planar top of the ring body
122.

Notwithstanding the positive interlock achieved be-

tween the lock ring 26 and the rack 22 by the snap-
engaged lugs 128, the ring is easily manually removed as
desired through the inherent flexibility of the plastic

ring which enables one to merely inwardly flex selected

portions of the ring for a release of the lugs 128. Both
the mounting of the ring and the release thereof, can be
effected substantially instantaneously.

As desired, additional stability can be introduced into
the ring through the provision of reinforcing ribs 134 at
the opposed ends of the crossbar 126 and perpendicular
thereto. Similarly, on the diameter of the ring 26 per-
pendicular to the crossbar 126, enhanced support will
be provided at one end by the radial bar 56 of the rack
22 therebelow. At the other end, the lock ring can be
provided with integral projecting tabs 136 adapted to
overlie the upper surface of the upper flange 148 and
provide an enlarged support surface.

In use, the base will be positioned and aligned within

" the lower portion of the golf bag, either with or without

the adapter ring depending upon the relative sizes of the
base and bag. Next, the rack, utilizing a golf club as a
height gauge, will be positioned within the upper por-
tion of the bag, properly aligned so as to correspond
with the alignment of the base, and fixed in position by
means of screws engaged through the bag and into the
peripheral wall of the rack, utilizing spacers as required.
The vertical divider, through the use of the removable
side rods and the flexible wall panel, can be mounted, as
desired, either before or as the rack is mounted. Finally,
and with the clubs received within the bag and engaged
within the rack, the traveling lock ring can be selec-
tively mounted to effect a positive retention of the clubs
until such time as the lock ring is manually removed.
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The foregoing is considered illustrative of the princi-
pals of the invention, and variations thereof as may
occur to those skilled in the art, are to be considered
within the scope of the invention.

I claim:

1. A golf club organizer including a rack mountable
within the upper portion of a golf bag, said rack being
generally peripherally configures to conform to the

interior of the golf bag, said rack having an inner pe-

riphery defining a central club-receiving opening, a
plurality of inwardly opening spaced club retainers on
and along said inner periphery about said opening, each
retainer being adapted to receive and releasably retain a
club, and crossbar means spanning said opening be-
tween and fixed to spaced portions of said inner periph-
ery, said crossbar means dividing said opening into
larger and smaller subdivisions, said crossbar means
including retainers opening inwardly to the larger sub-
division of said opening, said crossbar means further
Including a crossbar parallel to and laterally spaced
from a diameter of said opening and extending between
linearly aligned opposed portions on said rack to define
said larger and smaller subdivisions, and a partition wall
extending from a point centrally of said crossbar radi-
ally across the smaller subdivision to the inner periph-
ery of the rack whereby the smaller subdiviston is di-
vided into yet smaller opening areas, each of which
contains at least one of said retainers on the inner pe-
riphery of the rack.

2. The golf club organizer of claim 1 wherein each
retainer comprises vertically spaced upper and lower
releasable gripping means adapted to engage a received
club at vertically spaced points therealong.

3. The golf club organizer of claim 2 including lock
means, means for releasably engaging said lock means
with said rack across and immediately inward of each of
said retainers for precluding of removal of retainer-
received clubs, said lock means being manually remov-
able from said rack for an opening of said retainers for

selective removal and introduction of clubs into said

retainers.

4. The golf club organizer of claim 3 wherein said
lock means comprises a lock ring generally conforming
to the inner periphery of the rack, said lock ring overly-
ing inner portions of said gripping means peripherally
about said opening and along said crossbar.

3. A golf club organizer including a rack mountable
within the upper portion of a golf bag, said rack being
generally peripherally configured to conform to the
interior of the golf bag, said rack having an inner pe-
riphery defining a central club-receiving opening, a
plurality of inwardly opening spaced club retainers on
and along said inner periphery about said opening, each
retainer being adapted to receive and releasably retain a
club, and crossbar means spanning said opening be-
tween and fixed to spaced portions of said inner periph-
ery, said crossbar means dividing said opening into
larger and smaller subdivisions, said crossbar means
including retainers opening inwardly to the larger sub-
division of said opening, each retainer comprising verti-
cally spaced upper and lower releasable gripping means
adapted to engage a received club at vertically spaced
points therealong, and lock means, means for releasably
engaging said lock means with said rack across and
immediately inward of each of said retainers for pre-
cluding removal of retainer-received clubs, said lock
means being manually removable from said rack for an
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opening of said retainers for selective removable and
introduction of clubs into said retainers. |

6. A golf club organizer including a generally annular
rack mountable within the upper portion of a golf bag,
said rack having an inner periphery defining a central
club-receiving opening, a plurality of spaced club re-
tainers on and along said inner periphery of the rack,
each retainer being adapted to receive a club shaft im-
mediately below the head of the club and releasably
retain a received club shaft therein, each retainer com-
prising closely spaced upper and lower releasable grip-
ping means on said rack each adapted to engage a re-
ceived club at vertically spaced points therealong, and
within the upper portion of a golf bag, each said grip-
ping means comprising a pair of opposed gripping fin-
gers inwardly directed relative to said inner periphery
and defining an inwardly directed club receiving mouth
for selective engagement of a club shaft therethrough
into releasable gripping engagement by said gripping
fingers.

7. A golf club organizer including a generally annular
rack mountable within the upper portion of a golf bag,
sald rack having an inner periphery defining a central
club-receiving opening, a plurality of inwardly opening
spaced club retainers on and along said inner periphery,
each retainer being adapted to receive and releasably
retain a club shaft therein, each retainer comprising
vertically spaced upper and lower releasable gripping
means adapted to engage a received club at vertically
spaced points therealong, said organizer further includ-
ing lock means, means for releasably engaging said lock
means with said rack cross and immediately inward of

each of said retainers for precluding removable of re-

tainer-received clubs, said lock means being manually
removable from said rack for an opening of said retain-
ers for selective removal and introduction of clubs into
said retainers.

8. The golf club organizer of claim 9 wherein said
lock means comprises a lock ring generally conforming
to the inner periphery of the rack, said lock ring overly-
ing inner portions of said gripping means peripherally
about said opening. |

9. A golf club organizer including a generally annular
rack mountable within the upper portion of a golf bag,
said rack having an inner periphery defining a central
club-receiving opening, a plurality of inwardly opening
spaced club retainers on and along said inner periphery
about said opening, said retainers being adapted to re-
ceive and releasably retain golf clubs, and lock means,
means for releasably engaging said lock means with said
rack across and immediately inward of each of said
retainers for precluding removal of retainer-received
clubs, said lock means being manually removable from
said rack for an opening of said retainers for selective
removal and introduction of clubs into said retainers.

10. The golf club organizer of claim 9 wherein each
retainer includes at least one set of spaced inwardly
directed gripping fingers defining a club receiving
mouth inward of the rack inner periphery for selective
engagement of a club shaft therethrough, said lock
means comprising a ring overlying said fingers adjacent
the defined mouth of each retainer and selectively clos-
ing the mouth of each retainer to preclude outward
movement of a received club shaft therethrough.

11. A golf club organizer including a generally annu-
lar rack mountable with the upper portion of a golf bag,

‘and a base mountable within the lower portion of a golf

bag, said rack having an inner periphery defining a



9

central clubreceiving opening, a plurality of inwardly
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spaced club retainers on and along said inner periphery

about said opening, each retainer being adapted to re-
ceive and releasable retain a golf club, said base includ-
ing a plurality of upwardly directed seats defined
therein for the selective receiving and retaining of the
grip ends of retainer-received clubs, said base seats
being vertically aligned with said rack retainers, includ-
ing lock means, and means for releasably engaging said
lock means with said rack across and immediately in-
ward of each of said retainers for precluding removal of
retainer-received clubs, said lock means being manually
removable from said rack for an opening of said retain-
ers for selective removable and introduction of clubs
Into said retainers. |
- 12. The golf club organizer of claim 11 including

means for vertically aligning the retainers on said rack
~with the seats on said base, said means for aligning said
rack retainers with said base seats comprising a crossbar
component on satd rack and a divider between selected
adjacent seats on said base, both alignable with a prede-
termined section of an organizer-receiving golf bag.

13. The club organizer of claim 11 wherein said base
includes a pair of slightly arcuate upwardly directed
ridges, said seats being defined within and vertically
along said nidges.

14. The club organizer of claim 13 including an
adapter ring engaged about said base for retention of
said base within said bag, said adapter ring including a

generally annular outwardly flared upwardly directed 30

wall adapted to engage the interior of a golf bag and
preclude upward withdrawal of the base therefrom.
15. A golf club organizer including a rack mountable
within the upper portion of a golf bag, said rack being
generally configured for reception within the interior of
the golf bag, said rack having an inner periphery defin-
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ing a central club-receiving opening, a plurality of in-

wardly opening spaced club retainers on and along said
inner periphery about said opening, each retainer being
adapted to receive and releasably retain a club, and
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crossbar means spanning said opening between and
fixed to spaced portions of said inner periphery, said
crossbar means dividing said opening into larger and
smaller subdivisions, retainers on said crossbar means

opening inwardly to the larger subdivision of said open-

ing, said crossbar means including a crossbar parallel to
and laterally spaced from a diameter of said opening
and extending between linearly aligned opposed por-
tions on said rack and dividing said opening into larger
and smaller subdivisions, and a partition wall extending
from a point centrally of said crossbar radially across
the smaller subdivision to the inner periphery of the
rack whereby the smaller subdivision is divided into yet
smaller opening areas, each of which contains at least
one of said retainers on the inner periphery of the rack.

16. A golf club organizer including a generally annu-
lar rack mountable within the upper portion of a golf
bag, said rack having an inner periphery defining a
central club-receiving opening, a plurality of spaced
club retainers on and along said inner periphery about
said opening, said retainers being adapted to receive and
releasably retain golf clubs, and lock means, means for
releasably engaging said lock means with said rack
across of each of said retainers for precluding remov-
able of retainer-received clubs while said lock means is
engaged with said rack, said lock means being manually
releasable from said rack for an opening of said retainers
for selective removal and introduction of clubs into said
retainers.

17. The golf club organizer of claim 16 wherein each
retainer includes at least one set of spaced inwardly
directed gripping fingers defining a club receiving
mouth inward of the rack inner periphery for selective
engagement of a club shaft therethrough, said lock
means comprising a ring overlying said fingers adjacent’
the defined mouth of each retainer to preclude selec-
tively closing the mouth of each retainer to preclude
outward movement of a received club shaft there-
through.

* x *x % *
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