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[57] ABSTRACT
A coiled article retainer assembly comprising a gener-
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ally planar rectangular body, including a main body
portion having an outlet member secured thereon for an
electric cord, garden hose, or other like transmission
member for initial power, fluid, or signal sources, se-
cured thereon. The retainer assembly has two arms,
spaced from and generally parallel to opposite side
margins of the main body portion, defining an upper
handle and a lower coiled article retaining slot. The
retainer assembly is provided with a hook or hole at
each opposite end margin for convenient storage by
hanging on a nail, hook, rafter or the like. A keeper
assembly, comprising a two way flap-type valve, is
disposed at the open end of the retainer slot. The keeper
assembly permits the paying in or out of individual coils
by normal force exerted by hand, yet has sufficient
resistance to restrain individual coils of a coiled article
from falling out of a fully loaded slot due the weight of
the coils when the retainer assembly is stored or used in
the normal “keeper down” position. An alternate em-
bodiment provides for a light source secured to the
outlet for convenience of the user at the job site. An-
other alternate embodiment combines the coiled article
retainer framework with a sprinkler head for use with a
garden hose. The framework may also have a detach-
able stand for stabilizing the sprinkler head when in use

at the job site.

26 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets
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1
COILED ARTICLE RETAINER ASSEMBLY

FIELD

The present invention relates generally to apparatus
for storing and feeding coiled members. More particu-
larly, the invention relates to a portable coiled article
retainer assembly in combination with a water or elec-
tric power relaying distribution unit, that in turn is
connected with a terminal end of a coiled article.

BACKGROUND

There are numerous devices in the prior art for stor-
Ing, transporting, and for paying out coiled articles such
as electrical cords, garden hoses, rope and the like.

Examples of recent improvements to apparatus for
supporting and retaining coiled members may be seen
by reference to my earlier issued U.S. patents. U.S. Pat.
No. 4,688,739 (Moore, 1987) discloses a coiled member
support and retention apparatus wherein the apparatus
comprises a one-piece, apertured framework having an
elongated longitudinal slot for receiving portions of a
cotled member medial of its enlarged terminal ends. An
example of such a coiled member is an electrical cord.
The longitudinal slot is dimensioned such that the width
of the slot is less than twice the diameter of the interme-
diate portion of the coiled member to permit orderly
storage of the coiled member. Adjacent coils are pre-
vented from passing over each other in the slot (cross-
coiling). Likewise, unspooling (lateral passage) of the
enlarged terminal members of the coiled members are
prevented from passing laterally through the elongated
slot A spring-biased detente is positioned at the open
end of the elongated slot to prevent the coiled member
from entering or exiting the elongated slot unintention-
ally. A sufficient force, applicable by hand, is necessary
to overcome the spring detente. The aperture in the
frame work is dimensioned to permit the framework to
be held by hand.

My second U.S. Pat. No. 4,779,815 (Moore et al ,
1988), discloses a similar coiled article retaining device
having improved coil retaining means comprising two
opposed flexible tang members positioned at the open
end of the elongated slot. The flexible tang members
project into the elongated coil slot, and yieldingly per-
mit insertion and removal of successive loops from and
into the elongated slot. |

The above two references permit feeding and extrac-
tion of coiled articles and prevent the unintended un-
coiling and unspooling of a coiled article since a termi-
nal end member of the article will not pass laterally
through the elongated slot. In addition, the coiled arti-
cles may be stored in either a vertical or horizontal
orientation.

Despite the convenience afforded by these devices
for storing and feeding coiled members, the user of the
coiled article may also need at the work site a water or
power relaying distributing device, such as a multi-plug
power outlet in the case of an electric cord or a sprin-
kler head, etc., in the case of a garden hose. There is
thus a great need in the art for a combined handheld
portable coiled article retainer with a water or power
relaying and/or distributing device.
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THE INVENTION
OBJECTS:

It 1s among the objects of this invention to provide an
improved, multi-functional coiled article retainer de-
ViCe.

It 1s another object of this invention to provide an
improved coiled article retainer which has an improved
and simple keeper at the coil slot entrance

It 1s another object of this invention to provide an
improved coiled article retainer which includes built-in
means for relaying or distributing power, or fluid, such
as electric current, water, gas or the like.

It 1s another object of this invention to provide an
improved coiled article retainer which combines a coil
retention feature with a multi-plug electric outlet, with
or without a light source.

It 1s another object to provide an improved coiled
article retainer which combines a coil retention feature
with a water distribution or directing element such as a
sprinkler head.

Still other objects will be evident from the specifica-
tion and claims.

DRAWINGS

FIG. 1is a side elevation view of the improved coiled
article retainer assembly in accord with the present
invention combining a multi-plug electric outlet with a
coil retainer assembly;

FIGS. 2 and 3 are perspective views of the coiled
article retainer assembly of FIG. 1 showing an electric
cord in phantom, FIG. 2 showing the coils in the carry
position, and FIG. 3 in one storage position;

FIG. 4 is a perspective view of a first alternate em-
bodiment of an improved coiled article retainer of this
iInvention combined with a light source and multi-plug
electric outlet. |

FIG. 5 1s an enlarged partial view in perspective
showing the detail of the keeper assembiy at the mouth
of the coil slot:

FIG. 6 1s perspective view of a second alternate em-
bodiment of an improved coiled article retainer of this
invention combined with a sprinkier head showing a
detachable stand in phantom;

FIG. 7 is a perspective view of the second alternate
embodiment of FIG. 6 showing a coiled garden hose in
phantom in the carry position; and

FI1G. 8 shows the operation of the closure assembly.

SUMMARY

The coil retaining assembly of this invention com-
prises a generally planar body of generally rectangular
configuration having arms spaced from and generally
parallel to each side margin thereof to define a lower
article-retaining slot and an upper handle. The body
portion may have holes or other means for hanging the
unit from a hook, nail or other hanger member. A
keeper assembly is disposed at the mouth of the coil
retaining slot, and comprises a flexible flap member,
preferably of rubber, generally rectangular in configu-
ration secured by a rigid stop, which is generally a
planar metal tab. The rubber flap is sandwiched be-
tween the metal stop and the outboard end of the coil
retaining arm. The arm is also notched adjacent the
outboard end to permit the flap to bend more easily
when an article to be coiled onto the retaining assembly
1s introduced into the slot and when it is removed from
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the slot. The stiffness of the rubber flap and the projec-
tion of the metal stop partway into the mouth of the slot
are selected in dimension to permit coils of the article to
be introduced into the slot, but preventing them from
falling out under their own weight by gravity when the
unit 1s held with the keeper assembly downward

In addition, an essential part of the assembly of this
Invention comprises providing a power or fluid distribu-
tion or transfer unit mounted in conjunction with the
main body portion of the coil retainer assembly A distri-
bution or transfer unit includes at least one outlet of a
power source. FFor example, an electrical multi-plug
outlet, optionally having a resettable fuse and/or light,
or a sprinkler may be mounted on the main body por-
tion.

Thus, when an electrical extension cord is coiled on
the coil retaining unit, when in use, the male plug may
be plugged into the wall and the user can carry the unit
by the handle extracting coil after coil to whatever
length is needed. The remaining coils may remain re-
tained in the slot. The multi-plug outlets are then avail-
able for plugging-in a plurality of electrical tools or
appliances at the job site. Optionally an electric light
source 1s also mounted on the main body portion.

Similarly, where a hose is being kept, it can be un-
cotled loop by loop and then the unit placed on the
ground where the sprinkler is desired. In this embodi-
ment, an arcuate support member may be removably
positioned on the base of the slot to help in holding the
unit upright. Optionally a hose shut-off timer may be
mounted on the main body portion.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE BEST
MODE

The following detailed description illustrates the
iInvention by way of example, not by way of limitation
of the principles of the invention. This description will
clearly enable one skilled in the art to make and use the
invention, and describes several embodiments, adapta-
tions, variations, alternatives and uses of the invention,
including what I presently believe is the best mode of
carrying out the invention.

Referring to FIG. 1, the coiled article retainer assem-
bly of this invention is designated generally by refer-
ence numeral 1. The preferred best mode of the inven-
tion comprises a unitary framework 2 having a main
body 3 with a flat surface 3s and a multi-plug electric
power outlet 4 secured thereon or built integrally
therein. The framework 2 further comprises a handle
portion 35, a storage arm 6, and a closure (keeper) assem-
bly 7. While the preferred embodiment, as shown in
FI1GS. 1-3, discloses a multi-plug electric power outlet
4 secured to the framework 2, it is understood that
“outlet” means any other like means for selectively
delivering a power, fluid or signal source, including, but
not limited to gas, fluid, electricity, TV signals, and
microwave transmissions. What follows is a description
of the above mentioned elements and the functioning of
the entire assembly

As 1s best seen in FIGS. 1 and 2, the handle 5 permits
carrying and handling by the user, and is defined by an
elongated relieved area 8 which separates it laterally
from the main body 3. The relieved area 8 is sufficiently
open to permit the fingers of the operator’s gloved hand
to wrap around the handle 5 without bashing his or her
knuckles against the main body 3. While the relieved
area 8 of FIGS. 1-4, 6, and 7, is shown generally as a
elongated slot, it is understood that the relieved area 8
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may also be an enlarged hole, elongated aperture, or
other like configuration suitable to permit a comfortable
grasp by the user’s hand. The open, “arm” configura-
tion shown is preferred so the handle 5 may also func-
tion as a retainer arm, e.g. for hanging the unit from a
belt, on a hook or nail, or on any other appropriately
configured support means. Where this function is de-
sired, the handle opening may be reversed, so that a
continuous web of the framework material Se joins
between 3a and 5a, and the opening is placed adjacent
the right end, with the handle terminating at Sc, with 54
being removed. The handle arm thus has its slot 8 open-
ing at the right while the coil arm orientation is re-
versed, with the opening to the left (as seen in FIG. 1).
Similarly, the handle unit 5 may be of uniform width
and thickness along its longitudinal axis, or specially
contoured to fit the grip of a user’s hand. The siot 8 is
preferably elongated so that the user may comfortably
balance the unit, depending on the number and weight
of coils, by shifting his/her hand forward (to the left in
FIG. 1), or back (to the right), as shown by arrow A.

The storage arm 6, which is formed as part of the
framework 2, is disposed adjacent the main body 3
opposite the handle § and is further defined by an elon-
gated slot 9. The storage arm 6 includes a relieved notch
12 disposed in the inner storage arm surface 13 adjacent
the terminal end (the mouth) 14 (see FIGS. 1 and 5).
The elongated coiled article slot 9 runs substantially the
length of the framework 2, and its opening 10 is defined
between the left marginal edge 11 of the main body 3
and the end 14 of the storage arm 6.

As 1s best seen in FIGS. 2 and 3, the elongated slot 9
functions to store sequential coils 22 of a coiled article
20 along the entire length of the storage unit 6 in an
orderly fashion. Accordingly, the elongated slot 9 is
dimensioned such that the width of the slot is less than
twice the diameter of the intermediate portion of the
colled member 20. This provides a narrow slot that will
shdingly accommodate single sequential coils 22
(shown in phantom) of the running length of the coiled
member 20 but will not permit cross-coiling or lateral
passage (unspooling) of the terminal end 21 of the coiled
article 20 laterally through the elongated slot 9.

F1G. 3 shows how the coiled article retainer assem-
bly of this invention may be stored by hanging the as-
sembly 1 on a conventional storage hook or nail
through hole 26 of the framework 2. The assembly 1
may be hung from a ceiling, rafter, on a wall, or other
like place for convenient out-of-the-way storage. It may
hung with the keeper assembly up, but is preferably
hung keeper down so coils may be easily pulled out as
need while the unit is hung on support hook 25.

In the alternative, the coiled article retainer assembly
of this invention may also be provided with other means
for storage or suspension, such as a hook or Spring-
biased clamp. FIG. 4 shows an alternate embodiment
wherein the framework 2 has a hook 28 and a multi-plug
electric outlet 4 with an adjoining light source 27 which
may include reflector/shieldings 32 and light bulb 33
secured thereto. The entire unit is capable of being
suspended at the job site. Such an embodiment is partic-
ularly useful for night time use or when the job site is
located in an area with inadequate ambient light. A
button 29 may be provided on the light source to regu-
late the desired brightness of the light (or whether any
light is even necessary). Also, the hook 28 (or spring
biased clamp) and/or light source 27 may swivel or
have a universal joint 24 incorporated therein for a wide
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range of motion (see directional arrows about the
x!ylz!l coordinate axis) independent of the framework 2
and/or the muiti-plug outlet 4. This would permit the
user to aim the light source where needed.

Referring now to FIG. 5, the entrance of the elon-
gated slot 9 is controlled by the closure (keeper) assem-
bly 7. The closure assembly comprises a somewhat
flexible rubber flap 16 and a rigid stop 17, and is secured
to the terminal end 14 of storage arm 6 by means of one
or more screws 13. The flexible rubber flap 16 and stop
17 forms a closure assembly to the elongated siot 9

extending from the outer (lower) marginal edge 18 of

storage arm 6 to the inner body surface 19 of the main
body 3, i.e. across mouth 10 of slot 9.

To assemble the closure unit 7, the flexible rubber
flap 16 is first positioned so that its length covers the
width of slot opening 10. The free end of the flap should
contact the inner body surface 19 of slot 9 and the fixed
end portion may cover substantially the entire terminal
edge 14 of the storage unit arm 6. The stop 17, being of
shorter length, is then laid on top of the flexible rubber
flap 16 having the edges of its fixed end substantially
flush with that of the flexible flap 16. The screws 15 are
then threaded through selected holes of the keeper 17
and rubber flap 16 at their fixed ends and thereby secur-
ing both pieces to the storage unit arm 6.

The upper free end 23 of the stop 17 extends a small
distance into the slot mouth 10 in order to provide ade-
quate support and resistance properties to the rubber
flap 16. As a general guide, the optimum extension or
overhang of the stop 17 into the slot opening 10 exists
where the upper end 23 of the inwardly directed end of
the stop 17 is no lower than being substantially verti-
cally aligned and in the same plane as inner storage arm
surface 13 of the storage arm 6. That is, end 23 is co-pla-
nar with or above inner storage arm surface 13 to pro-
vide resistance to the flap 16 in bending to the left (out-
ward, during uncoiling). As best seen in FIG. 8, the
relieved notch 12 being lower than upper end 23 per-
mits the flap to bend more easily to the right (inward for
- coiling). This differential stop overhang gives adequate
support and resistance characteristics to the flexible
rubber flap 16 while permitting passage of sequential
colls 22 into .and out of the slot opening 10 past the
closure unit 7.

A longer stop 17 (greater extension or overhang into
the mouth 10) may be desirable under certain operating
conditions, e.g. for greater support to the flexible rubber
flap with use of heavier coiled members. The overhang
length is limited by the coiled member diameter and the
thickness of the flexible rubber flap. This is, the mouth
opening left between the upper surface of flap 16, when
bent to the left over the stop 17, and the inner body
surface- 19 must be at least the diameter of the coiled
article 20, else the coil cannot be removed from the slot
without removing the stop 17, or first bending the flap
16 to the right, or unless the coil is compressible (as in
the case of a garden hose).

The stop overhang and flap stiffness needs to be
chosen to permit hanging the retainer assembly with the
keeper down, that is (referring to FIG. 3) hung from
hook 25 through hole 265. With proper stiffness and
overhang the coils are retained under their accumulated
weight, yet with an appropriate tug on the coil, one coil
at a time may be released from the unit. For this reason
the handle orientation (mouth to the left) and hole 265
on the right end is preferred, so sequential coiling and
uncoiling can be accomplished in the field, even when
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‘the handle is hooked over something (belt, side of gar-

den cart, etc). The stop overhang limits above described
are adequate to insure against inadvertent loss of coils
from the device For example, when the coiled article
retainer assembly is stored “keeper down” or used in
that position, the sufficiently force-resistant keeper as-
sembly of this invention prevents the coiled member 20
from spilling out of the elongated slot 9 due to its own
welight.

The functioning of the storage unit 6 is best described
with reference to FIGS. 2 and 5. When the coiled arti-
cle is to be removed from coiled storage, the outboard
terminal element, here a male plug 40 of an electric
cord, 1s grasped and pulled outwardly in the direction
of arrow B. A first loop of a coiled article will be moved
toward the slot opening and come into contact with the
flexible rubber flap 16. Continued application of force
on the free end of the coiled article will result in the
restraining force of the closure unit 7 being overcome.
In overcoming the restraining force, the flexible rubber
flap 16 is doubled-over backwards (to the left) from the
pulling of the first loop of the coiled article outward
from the elongated slot 9. Once the first loop is cleared
of the closure unit 7, the flexible rubber flap 16 returns
to its closed vertical position Continued application of
force on the free end of the coiled article (or next adja-
cent stored coil) will result in the paying out in one
direction of successive loops, until whatever amount (or
the entirety) has been removed from the elongated slot
9.

FIG. 8 shows the reverse, the storage of a sequential
coils 22. Since the relieved notch 12 is lower than upper
end 23 of stop 17, the flap 16 bends easily, permitting
entry of the coil 22 into slot 9. The diameter of coil 22
should be, unless compressible, no more than distance
between end 23 and inner body surface 19 less the thick-
ness of flap 16.

FIGS. 6 and 7 show another alternate embodiment to
the coiled article retainer assembly of this invention. In
this embodiment, the coiled member 20 is a garden hose
having one terminal end attached to a sprinkler head 35
which, in turn is securely fastened to the body 3 prefera-
bly along the top edge 34, aft of the handle unit 5. Suc-
cessive coils of the coiled member 20 are insertabie into
the elongated slot 9 to secure the coiled garden hose in
position The operation is substantially identical to that
of FIGS. 2 and §, the only difference being that the
framework 2 may be left on the ground unattended, as
it 1s stabilized by support stand 30. As is best seen in
FIG. 6, the support stand 30 may be detachable by
means of specially adapted clips 31 disposed on the
underside of the support stand and adapted to secure the
support stand to the storage arm 6 Note also the op-
tional hinged retainer spike 38 which may be folded up
against the end to the body 3 when stored (FIG. 7) or
pressed down into the earth to help retain the sprinkler
in position (FIG. 6). FIG. 7 also shows the other end of
the hose 36. The support stand’s arcuate shape also
helps maintain the hose coil of appreciable diameter so
no kink 1s “set” into the hose as it ages.

It should be understood that various modifications
within the scope of this invention can be made by one of
ordinary skill in the art without departing from the
spirit thereof. I therefore wish my invention to be de-
fined by the scope of the appended claims as broadly as
the prior art will permit, and in view of the specification
if need be.

I claim:
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1. In a coiled article retaining assembly having a rigid
body adapted to removably retain a separate, uncon-
nected coiled article, said coiled article having a first
terminal end member adapted to be disconnectably
connectable to an initial power, fluid or signal source,
an intermediate coilable portion, and a second terminal
end member being adapted to serve as a remote outlet at
a delivery site, the improvement comprising in opera-
tive combination therewith

(a) a generally rectangular main body portion having
opposed, spaced side margins and forward and
rearward end margins including at least one sub-
stantially flat main body surface:

(b) a handle unit disposed along a first of said side
margins of said main body portion:

(¢) means for storing the article coils disposed adja-
cent a second of said side margins;

(d) said coiled article storage means comprising an
arm having a first end connected to said main body
adjacent said rearward end margin, and a second,
unconnected terminal end disposed adjacent said
forward end margin of said main body:

(e) said arm having an inner surface being spaced
from and generally parallel to said second side

margin to form a slot, said slot extending along a
substantial length of said second side margin:

(f) said slot having a width defined between an inner
face of said arm and said second side margin less
than twice the diameter of said coiled article inter-
mediate portion to permit orderly storage, prevent
cross coiling of adjacent coils and prevent lateral
passage of said first, enlarged terminal end member
of the coiled article through the slot:

(8) said slot having an opening adjacent said forward
end margin of said main body portion including
means for regulating coil passage into or out of said
slot: and

(h) said coil passage regulating means being a flap-
type keeper assembly having a bi-directional differ-
ential coil insertion/removal resistance, which re-
sistance is less for coil insertion than coil removal,
said coil removal resistance including a restraining
force sufficient to prevent said stored coiled article
from spilling out of said slot due to its own weilght
when said assembly is in an inverted, keeper-down
position, but said coil removal restraining force
being easily overcome by a minimal additional
force provided by a user to permit coil by coil
metering out of said coiled article without total
unloading of all coils at once.

2. An improved coiled article retaining assembly as in

claim 1 wherein:

(a) said handle unit includes an aperture sufficiently
elongated to permit a change of carrying positions
for balancing said article retaining assembly over a
range of coil load distributions.

3. An improved coiled article retaining assembly as in

claim 1 wherein:

(2) a said keeper assembly comprises in operative
combination:

(1) a flexible flap member having a first, fixed end
associated with said terminal end of said arm and
a second free end extending inward from said
arm toward said main body, said flap being di-
mensioned to provide a bendable cover for said
slot:

(11) a rigid keeper member having a first fixed end
substantially coordinate with said fixed end of
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said flap member and a second free end extend-
Ing inward from said arm a sufficient distance
Into said slot width to provide bending resistance
to said flexible flap member while permitting
individual coils of said coiled article to pass
through said slot opening:

(111) means for securing said first, fixed ends of said
flap and said keeper to said terminal end of said
storage arm; and

(1v) a relieved notch area in said inner surface of
said arm disposed adjacent the slot opening, said
notch area being dimensioned to receive said flap
upon bending of the flap inward during the inser-
tion of said coils into said siot.

4. An improved coiled article retaining assembly as in
claim 3 wherein:

(a) said securing means is adapted to permit replace-

ment of worn flaps.

S. An improved coiled article retaining assembly as in
claim 3 which includes:

(a) means for suspending said coiled article retaining,
assembly disposed adjacent at least one end margin
of said body, to permit hanging said assembly dur-
Ing storage or use.

6. An improved coiled article retaining assembly as in

claim § wherein said suspending means is a hole.

7. An improved coiled article retaining assembly as in
claim § wherein said suspending means is a hook.

8. An improved coiled article retaining assembly as in
claim 1 which comprises in operative combination
therewtth:

(a) means for distribution of said power, fluid or s1g-

nal article from said source: and

(b) said distribution means being disposed in associa-
tion with and securable to said body to provide at
least one portable outlet for said power, fluid, or
signal at said delivery site.

9. An improved coiled article retaining assembly as in
claam 5 which comprises in operative combination
therewith:

(a) means for distribution of said power, fluid or SIg-

nal article from said source: and

(b) said distribution means being disposed in associa-
tion with and securable to said body to provide at
least one portable outlet for said power, fluid or
signal at said delivery site.

10. An improved coiled article retaining assembly as
in claim 2 wherein said distribution means comprises a
multi-plug electric outlet.

11. An improved coiled article retaining assembly as
in claim 9 wherein said distribution means comprises a
multi-plug electric outlet.

12. An improved coiled article retaining assembly as
in claim 10 wherein said multi-plug electric outlet in-
cludes a light source.

13. An improved coiled article retaining assembly as
In claim 11 wherein said multi-plug electric outlet in-
cludes a light source.

14. An improved coiled article retaining assembly as
in claim 12 wherein said light source is untversally
mounted on to said main body portion so that said light
may be directionally oriented by the user.

15. An improved coiled article retaining assembly as
In claim 13 wherein said light source is universally
mounted on to said main body portion so that a hight
beam may be directionally oriented by the user.
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16. An improved coiled article retaining assembly as
in claim 12 wherein said light source has means for
regulating the brightness level of light desired.

17. An improved coiled article retaining assembly as
in claim 13 wherein said light source has means for
regulating the brightness level of light desired.

18. An improved coiled article retaining assembly as
in claim 8 wherein said distribution means comprises a
sprinkler head and the coiled article is a hose.

19. An improved coiled article retaining assembly as
in claim 9 wherein said distribution means comprises a
sprinkler head and the coiled article is a hose.

20. An improved coiled article retaining assembly as
in claim 18 which includes:

(a) means for stabilizing said body attachable thereto
for balancing the retaining assembly against the
force of fluid pressure being delivered through the
hose and sprinkler head.

21. An improved coiled article retaining assembly as

in claim 19 which includes:

(a) means for stabilizing said body attachable thereto
for balancing the retaining assembly against the
force of fluid pressure being delivered through the
hose and sprinkier head.

22. An improved coiled article retaining assembly as
in claim 20 wherein said stabilizing means comprises a
stand member having a wide base to support the re-
tainer assembly in a non-tip fashion when in use at the
delivery site, and at least one clip disposed to detach-
ably engage one of said side margins of said main body.

23. An improved coiled article retaining assembly as
in claim 21 wherein said stabilizing means is a stand
member having a wide base to support the retainer
assembly in a non-tip fashion when in use at the delivery
site, and at least one clip disposed to detachably engage
one of said side margins of said main body.

24. An improved coiled article retaining assembly as
in claim 18 which includes:

(a) a prong member attachable to said body:

(b) said prong member having a first, up position and

a second, down position;
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(1) said prong being substantially flush with said
body in said first, up position; and

(11) said prong being engageable with the ground to
anchor said coiled article assembly when in said
second, down posttion.

25. An improved coiled article retaining assembly as
in claim 19 which includes:

(a) a prong member attachable to said body:;

(b) said prong member having a first, up position and

a second, down position;

(1) said prong being substantially flush with said
body in said first, up position; and

(11) said prong being engageable with the ground to
anchor said coiled article assembly when in said
second, down position. *

26. In a coiled article retaining assembly having a
rigid body adapted to removably retain a separate, un-
connected coiled article, said coiled article having a
first terminal end member adapted to be disconnectably
connectable to an initial power, fluid or signal source,
an intermediate coilable portion, and a second terminal
end member being adapted to serve as a remote outlet at
a delivery site, said body having a coil-receiving elon-
gated coil storage slot dimensioned to prevent cross
coiling and to prevent lateral passage of at least one of
saild terminal end members, and said slot having an
opening adjacent said forward end margin of said body
including means for regulating coil passage into or out
of said slot, the improvement in said coil passage regu-
lating means comprising;:

(a) a flap-type keeper assembly having a bi-direc-
tional differential coil insertion/removal resistance,
which resistance is less for coil insertion than coil
removal, said coil removal resistance including a
restraining force sufficient to prevent a stored
colled article from spilling out of said elongated
siot due to its own weight when said assembly is in
an mverted, keeper-down position, but said coil
removal restraining force is easily overcome by a
minimal additional force provided by a user to
permit coil by coil metering out of said coiled arti-

cle without total unloading of all coils at once.
* * % *x E
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