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[57] ABSTRACT

A food container is described which has a body in
which are formed at least one liquid food compartment
having an outlet formed in the top of the body, and at
least one granulated food compartment having an outlet

formed in the bottom of the body.

20 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets
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1
FOOD CONTAINER

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a food container.

Currently marketed containers are designed for a
wide variety of foodstuffs, in both liquid and granulated
form, e.g. salt and pepper. Most of these, however, are
designed for one type of foodstuff, i.e. liquid or granu-
lated, or are divided into two compartments, both con-
taining liquid foodstuffs.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The aim of the present invention is to provide a food
container featuring a number of compartments, some
for liquid and others for granulated foodstufis.

With this aim in view, according to the present inven-
tion, there is provided a food container, characterised
by the fact that it comprises a body having a bottom
wall and inside which are formed at least a first liquid 20
food compartment having an outlet formed in the top of
said body, and at least a second substantially granulated
food compartment having an outlet formed in the bot-
tom of said body.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

A preferred embodiment of the present invention will
be described by way of a non-limiting example with
reference to the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 shows an exploded view in perspective of a 30
container in accordance with the teachings of the pres-
ent invention;

F1G. 2 shows a cross section of the FIG. 1 container;
FIG. 3 shows a larger-scale section along line IlI-
—III in FIG. 2; 35
F1G. 4 shows a partial underside view of the bottom

wall on the FIG. 1 container;

FIG. 5 shows a larger-scale plan view of a detail on
the FIG. 1 container.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

Number 1 in FIGS. 1 and 2 indicates a food container
having a cylindrical center body 2 inside which are
defined a number of compartments, some for liqud 45
foodstuffs, such as vinegar or oil, and others for granu-
lated foodstuffs, such as salt or sugar.

Said body 2 is preferably formed in one piece from
transparent plastic material, and comprises a cylindncal
lateral wall 3, a bottom wall 4 integral with the bottom 50
edge of lateral wall 3, and a lid § fitted on to and sealing
the top edge of lateral wall 3. Bottom wall 4 presents a
central through hole 6 from the edge of which a hollow
cylinder 7 extends upwards, coaxial with lateral wail 3,
and having its top edge flush with the top edge of the 55
same. Between the outer surface of cylinder 7 and the
inner surface of lateral wall 3, there are formed four
dividing walls 8 lying in radial planes in relation to the
longitudinal axis of cylinder 7. Said walls 8 extend from
bottom wall 4, with the top edges flush with the top 60
edge of cylinder 7, so as to define four compartments,
two numbered 9 for liquid foodstuffs, and two num-
bered 11 for granulated foodstuffs. As described 1n de-
tail later on, lid 5§ is specially designed to ensure com-
partments 9 and 11 are sealed oftf from one another. 65
Compartments 9 are of equal volume, but greater than
that of compartments 11, and are arranged diametrically
opposite in relation to cylinder 7 (and hence also com-
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partments 11) by virtue of each pair of dividing walls 8
lying in the same plane.

As shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, lid § is formed in one
piece from transparent plastic matenal, and presents a
flat wall with a central through hole 12 through which
is fitted a cylindrical sleeve 13 coaxial with and of the
same diameter as cylinder 7. Sleeve 13 presents a down-
ward-extending portion having its bottom edge resting
on the top edge of cylinder 7. The bottom edge of
sleeve 13 presents a downward-extending tab 14 de-
signed, when lid § is closed, to engage a slot 15 formed
on the top edge of cylinder 7. Engagement of tab 14
inside slot 15 indicates correct fitment of lid 5 in relation
to compartments 9 and 11. Inside a top portion of cylin-
der 7, there is formed a dividing wall 16 defining a
central compartment 17 for toothpicks 18, as shown in
FIG. 2. Wall 16 is so located that toothpicks 18 project
beyond the top edge of sleeve 13 for easy removal. A Iid
19 is fitted on to the edge of sleeve 13 to prevent tooth-
picks 18 from falling out of compartment 17.

In lid 5, over each compartment 9, there is formed a
through hole 21, from the edge of which a substantially
cylindrical sleeve 22 extends upwards, with an enlarged
top edge engaged by an airtight cap 23. Each cap 23
presents an annular element engaged internally by the
enlarged edge of sleeve 22, and presenting, on top, a
further cap 46 for fitting a drip collecting fixture inside
sleeve 22. From the bottom edge of said annular ele-
ment, there extends a tab 47 by which cap 23 is released
by the user. Between said annular element and tab 47,
provision is also-made for a strengthening rib 48. Each
sleeve 22 thus forms an outlet for the liquid foodstuff
inside each compartment 9. In lid 5, over each compart-
ment 11, there is formed a through hole 24, from the
edge of which an annular appendix 25 extends down-
wards. Hole 24 is sealed by a cap 26 having a wide head
27. which remains over lid 5§, and a hollow cylindrical
shank 28 engaging annular appendix 25 and locked to
the same via annular tooth 29 formed on the bottom end
of shank 28. Lid § presents a turned-out L-section edge
30 near which, on the underside of lid §, there is formed
a small annular appendix 31 defining, together with
edge 30, an annular seat 39 engaged by the top edge of
lateral wall 3 of body 2.

Each compartment 11 houses a rod 32, which 1s se-
cured vertically and centrally inside compartment 11 by
a tapered top end 33 fitted inside a seat 34 formed 1n the
center of head 27 of cap 26. Rod 32 is fitted with a
number of small rectangular-section strips 35, each set
obliquely in relation to the longitudinal axis of rod 32.
In particular, rod 32 is fitted with four equally-spaced
strips 35 sloping alternately in the same direction but
differently from that of the adjacent strip. Rod 32 1s
turned about its longitudinal axis by twisting head 27 of
cap 26, which, via strips 35, provides for loosening any
compacted foodstuff inside compartment 11. The bot-
tom end of rod 32 is fitted with a triangular-section strip
36 having its longitudinal axis perpendicular to that of
rod 32, and one apex close to bottom wall 4. When rod
32 is turned, strip 36 provides for scraping off any food-
stuff adhering to bottom wall 4.

With reference to FIGS. 1, 3 and 4, bottom wall 4 of
compartments 11 presents a number of small through
holes 37 arranged in two parallel rows, substantially
radially in relation to the center portion of bottom wall
4, and which form an outlet for the granulated foodstuff
inside compartments 11. On the underside of bottom
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wall 4. on either side of said two rows of holes 37, there
are formed two rails 38 along which slides a panel 41
(FIG. 5). Panel 41 comprises a solid portion 42, from a
first edge of which a grip tab 43 extends downwards,
and from the ends of the opposite edge of which extend
two parallel appendixes 44. Each appendix 44 presents
an outward-facing end tooth 45, which acts as a stop for
preventing total removal of panel 41 off rails 38. Panel
41 is designed to assume a first position, wherein said
solid portion 42 is located underneath holes 37, thus
closing off the same; and a second position, wherein said
solid portion 42 is slid out along rails 38, thus position-
ing the space defined between appendixes 44 beneath
holes 37, and so enabling withdrawal through holes 37
of the granulated foodstuff inside compartment 11. It
should be pointed out that the thickness of solid portion
42 and the clearance between rails 38 and the underside
of bottom wall 4 are such that solid portion 42 contacts
the underside of bottom wall 4, and a certain amount of
pull is required for extracting panel 41, thus preventing
accidental withdrawal of the same in the event of con-
tainer 1 being dropped or laid horizontally. Moreover,
said holes 37 are tapered, and teeth 45, 1n said second
position of panel 41, contact the inner end of rails 38.

With reference to FIG. 2, from the outer edge of
bottom wall 4 and substantially in line with lateral wall
3. an annular appendix 51 extends downwards beyond
tab 43 of panel 41. Said appendix 51 acts as a support for
body 2, and defines an inner space housing panels 41,
which extend radially outwards of said space through
respective slots 52 formed in appendix 51 (FIG. 3).
Container 1 also presents a bowl-shaped hood 53 prefer-
ably formed from transparent plastic material and the
bottom edge of which mates with edge 30 of lid 3. The
bottom portion of cylinder 7 defines a compartment 54
housing a container 55, e.g. for pepper. Container 3535
presents a cylindrical element 36, the top end of which
presents a bowl 57 with small holes 58, and the bottom
end of which is fitted with an airtight cap §9. In actual
use. container 55 rests on the portion of appendixes 44
of panels 41 corresponding with hole 6, when panels 41
are located in said first position. The advantages of the
present invention will be clear from the foregoing de-
scription. In particular, it provides for a single container
with compartments for both liquid and granulated food-
stuffs, and having outlets on the lid and bottom wall of
the container respectively. Moreover, means are¢ pro-
vided for loosening compacted granulated foodstuff, as
well as means for scraping the bottom wall of the granu-
lated food compartments. Said first means may also be
employed for blending different substances inside com-
partment 11, such as salt, pepper and herbs for season-
ing food.

To those skilled in the art it will be clear that changes
may be made to container 1 as described and illustrated
herein without, however, departing from the scope of
the present invention. For example, the number of com-
partments 9 and 11 may differ from that illustrated
herein. Also, the outlets of compartments 9 may be In
the form of spouts formed close to the top edge of lat-
eral wall 3. The same also applies for holes 37, which
may be formed close to the bottom edge of wall 3.

I claim:

1. A food container comprising:

a body (2), a top and a bottom wall (4);

said body being formed with a plurality of compart-

ments, including a first liquid food compartment (9)
having a liquid dispensing outlet (22) formed in said
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top, and a second substantially solid granulated
food compartment (11) for holding solid granu-
lated foodstuff, with a solid dispensing outlet (37)
formed in said bottom wall;
wherein said solid dispensing outlet (37) is formed n
said bottom wall (4);

wherein said solid dispensing outlet comprises num-
ber of first through holes formed in said bottom
wall (4); wherein said container includes rails (38)
and a panel (41) designed to slide in contact with
said bottom wall (4) and along said rails (38), and
said panel having a first position, In which the
panel closes off said first through holes (37) and a
second position, in which the panel permits down-
ward withdrawal of said granulated foodstuff
through said first through holes (37).

2 A container as claimed in claim 1, characterised by
the fact that said rails (38) are formed on the outer face
of said bottom wall (4) of said body (2).

3. A container as claimed in claim 1, characterised by
the fact that said first holes (37) are arranged in a num-
ber of parallel rows.

4. A container as claimed in claim 1, characterised by
the fact that said panel (41) comprises a solid portion
(42) designed, in said first position, tO close off said first
holes (37); two appendixes (44) between which i1s de-
fined a space which, in said second position, 1S located
beneath said first holes (37); and a grip tab (43).

5 A container as claimed in claim 4 wherein said
bottom wall has an edge, and said container further
comprises an appendix (51) extending downwardly
from said edge, said appendix acting as a support for
said body and defining an inner space for housing said
panel (41), said appendix including a slot (52), said panel
(41) being arranged to slide through said slot when
moved between said first and said second positions.

6. A container as claimed in claim 5 further including
a top lid (5) formed with said first liquid dispensing
outlet (22).

7 A container as claimed in claim 6, characterised by
the fact that said lid (5) presents means (39) for securing
it to the top edge of said body (2).

8. A container as claimed in claim 6, wherein said lid
includes a second through hole (21) and wherein said
liquid dispensing outlet comprises a sleeve (22) having a
first airtight cap (23) and extending upwards from said
second through hole (21) over said first compartment.

9. A container as claimed in claim 6, fact that it com-
prises predetermined positioning means (14 and 15) for
positioning said lid (5) on the top edge of said body (2).

10. A container as claimed in claim 6, further com-
prising a central element (7) formed inside and coaxially
with said body (2); and dividing walls (8) formed be-
+ween said central element (7) and the lateral wall (3) of
said body (2), and defining said compartments (9 and
11).

11. A container as claimed in claim 10, wherein said
central element has a top portion and wherein a third
compartment (17) is formed in said top portion open at
the top and accessible via a third through hole (12)
formed in said lid (5).

12. A container as claimed in claim 11, said central
element has a bottom portion and wherein a fourth
compartment in said bottom portion housing an element
(§5) filled with a granulated foodstuff, such as pepper or
similar material, said element (55) having small holes
(58) at the top, an airtight cap (89) at the bottom, and
being designed to rest on portions of said panels (41).
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13. A container as claimed in claim 6, wherein said
second compartment (11) houses a rod (32) which may
be turned manually about its longitudinal axis; said rod
(32) being fitted with a number of strips (35) which,
when said rod (32) is turned, provide for loosening any
compacted foodstuff inside said second compartment
(11).

14. A container as claimed in claim 13, wherein said
rod has a bottom end fitted with a perpendicular strip
(36) having a sharp edge located close to said bottom
wall (4) for scraping off any foodstuff adhering to said
bottom wall (4) when said rod (32) 1s rotated.

15. A container as claimed in claim 13, wherein said
lid (5) has a fourth through hole (24) through which the
top end of said rod (32) extends upwards to engage a
seat (34) formed in a second cap (26) providing for
airtight sealing of said fourth hole (24).
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16. A container as claimed in claim 13, further com-
prising a bowlshaped hood (53) having a bottom edge
designed to mate with the edge of said lid (3).

17. A container as claimed in claim 1, wherein said
body (2) is substantially cylindrical.

18. A container as claimed in claim 17, wherein said
body (2) has two said first compartments (9) arranged
diametrically opposite in relation to a longitudinal axis
of said body (2).

19. A container as claimed in claim 18, wherein said
body (2) has two said second compartments (11) ar-
ranged diametrically opposite in relation to a longitudi-
nal axis of said body (2).

20. A container as claimed in claim 1, wherein said
body is formed in one piece from a preferably transpar-

ent plastic matenal.
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