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57] ABSTRACT

A pouring spout for a liquid container has a film at-
tached to a pouring hole from inside of the container
and a tab tape for covering the pouring hole from out-
side of the container. The film includes a portion for
forming a pouring opening corresponding to the pour-
ing hole, and a lip forming portion along the portion for
forming the pouring opening. The tab tape is peelably
adhered to the film and a peripheral edge of the pouring
hole, the joining portion between the film and the tab
tape being inflated outwardly or inwardly of the con-
tainer. When the tab tape is torn from the container, the
lip forming portion is positioned to protrude outwardly.

7 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets
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1
POURING SPOUT FOR A LIQUID CONTAINER

This 1s a continuation, of application Ser. No.
07/249,318 filed 9/26/88, now abandoned.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

(1) FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a pouring spout at-
tached to a container which stores a liquid therein.
(2) DESCRIPTION OF THE PRIOR ART

For the purposes of reducing manufacturing costs
and reducing the weight of a liquid container, paper
containers of a gable-top type or the like have been
heretofore used. These paper containers have a pouring
spout in which a pouring hole is sealed with a film from
the inner side of the container, and the pouring hole is
covered with a tab tape capable of being peeled off from
the outside of the container. This pouring spout is de-
signed so that when the tab tape is pulled up, a slit of a
film adhered to the tab tape is cut to open the pouring
hole. .

In the above-described conventional pouring spout,
the peripheral edge of the pouring opening formed by
cutting the slit of the film is flat, which involves incon-
veniences such that a liquid cut-off after the contents
have been poured out is poor and the liquid drips over
the outer surface of the container.

In view of the foregoing, a problem exists in eliminat-
ing the liquid drip when the tab tape is pulled out to
pour the liquid.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention has been achieved in consider-
ation of the aforementioned conventional problem and
provides a pouring spout for a liquid container compris-
ing a film attached to a pouring hole from inside of a
liqguid container, said film having a pouring opening
forming portion corresponding to said pouring hole,
and a tab tape for covering the pouring hole from out-
side and being peelably adhered to said film and a pe-
ripheral edge of the pouring hole, characterized in that
said film is provided on a surface corresponding to the
pouring hole with a lip forming portion along the pour-
- ing opening forming portion, a joining portion between
the film and the tab tape is inflated outwardly or in-
wardly of the container and when the tab tape is torn
off, said lip forming portion is provided so as to be
protruded, thus overcoming the above-described prob-
lem.

In the present invention, when the tab tape is torn off,
the pouring opening is provided in the pouring opening
forming portion and the lip forming portion is pulled
out, and the pouring lip is protruded from the opened
pouring opening.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is an explanatory view showing a container
provided with one embodiment of a pouring spout for a
liquid container;

FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view taken along lines
II—II of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view of one embodiment of
a pouring spout in an unsealed condition;

FIG. 4 is an explanatory view showing a further
embodiment in cross-section;

FIG. 5 is an explanatory view showing another em-

bodiment;
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FIG. 6 is an explanatory view of an embodiment in
which a film is provided with an open hole; and

FIGS. 7 and 8 are respectively explanatory views
showing the state wherein, in the embodiment in which
the film is provided with an open hole, a tab tape is torn

off.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

The present invention will now be described in detail
by way of embodiments shown in FIGS. 1 to 8.

In the figures, reference numeral 1 designates a pour-
ing spout made of synthetic resin. This pouring spout 1
is attached to a pouring hole a positioned in the upper
inclined plane of a container of a gable-top type, for
example. The pouring spout 1 consists of a film 2 for
sealing the pouring hole a from inside of the container
and a tab tape 3 for covering the pouring hole a from
outside of the container, and a surface 20 of the film 2
corresponding to the pouring hole a is provided with a
pouring opening forming portion A surrounded by a slit
21 substantially in the shape of a U formed in the lower
edge side of the pouring hole a (the lower edge side of
the upper inclined plane). The tab tape 3 has its upper
end 30 (on the side of an upper seal portion of the con-
tainer) adhered to the container, the upper end 30 being
peelably adhered to the peripheral edge of the pouring
hole a and the film 2. When the tab tape 1s upwardly
torn off while holding a lower end 31, the slit 21 of the
film 2 is ruptured, and a pouring opening B, through
which contents (liquids) can be poured with the pouring
hole a unsealed, is formed from the pouring opening
forming portion A. |

In the pouring spout 1, a joining portion 4 between
the film 2 and the tab tape 3 is shaped so as to be inflated
inwardly of the container by means of a press or the
like, and a lip forming portion § along the slit 21 of the
film 2 is protruded inwardly of the container. When the
tab tape 3 is torn off, the lip forming portion S 1s pulled
outwardly from inside of the container, and when the
slit 21 is cut, an outwardly protruding lip 6 i1s formed.
Since the lip 6 is protruded as described above, the
liquid cut-off during pouring the liquid is improved and
no liquid drip occurs.

The joining portion 4 may be in the form inflated
outwardly as shown in FIG. 4, and when the tab tape 3
is torn off and the slit 21 is cut, the lip 6 in the protruded
shape is formed. As shown in FIG. §, the joining por-
tion 4 in the inflated shape may be further pressed to be
flattened so as to form draw portions 7. When the tab
tape 3 is torn off and the slit 21 is cut, the lip 6 1s likewise
formed in the protruded shape.

When the tab tape 3 is urged toward the pouring hole
after the contents have been poured, the lip and the
peripheral edge of the pouring hole are joined and can
be resealed, which is hygienic,

As shown in FIGS. 6 to 8, in the film 2, an open hole
22 corresponding to the pouring hole a i1s bored 1n ad-
vance whereby a pouring opening forming portion A is
provided. The lip forming portion 5 may be provided
adjacent to the open hole 22. If the joining portion 4,
which has been designed to be inflated, is flattened,
when the tab tape 3 is torn off similarly to the above-
described embodiment, the lip forming portion 5§ is
pulled out to form a lip 6. Particularly, FIGS. 6 to 8
show a layer construction. The tab tape 3 1s composed
of an aluminum foil layer 3a and a polyethylene resin
layer 3b, and the film 2 1s composed of a polyethylene
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resin layer 24, an aluminum foil layer 2b and a polyeth-
ylene resin layer 2¢. In the lip forming portion 5, at the
time of tearing, the polyethylene resin layer 2z in the
upper layer of the film may be ruptured and the poly-
ethylene resin layer 3b in the lower layer of the tab tape
may be ruptured.

As described above, a pouring spout for a liquid con-
tainer according to the present invention conprises a
film attached to a pouring hole from inside of the liquid
container, said film having a pouring opening forming
portion corresponding to said pouring hole, and a tab
tape for covering the pouring hole from outside and
being peelably adhered to said film and a peripheral
edge of the pouring hole, wherein said film is provided
on a surface corresponding to the pouring hole with a
lip forming portion along the pouring opening forming
portion, a joining portion between the film and the tab
tape 1s inflated outwardly or inwardly of the container
and when the tab tape is torn off, said lip forming por-
tion is provided so as to be protruded. Therefore, when
the tab tap is torn off, the pouring lip can be provided in
a shape protruding outwardly of the container. The
liquid cut-off during the pouring of the contents is good,
and no liquid drip occurs. Furthermore, in the case
where the liquid containers are cartons, if a pouring
spout is provided flatly, even if a plurality of cartons are
stacked, pouring spouts are not mutually fitted. In addi-
tion, when a sleeve is assembled from a carton, if the
pouring spout is flat, the sleeve will not be one-side
opened and the sleeve can be easily charged into a fill-
ing machine. The present invention has many excellent
practical effects as just mentioned.

What is claimed is:

1. A pouring spout for a liquid container including a
pouring hole comprising, a film attached to said pouring
hole from inside of said liquid container, said film hav-
ing a forming portion for forming a pouring opening
corresponding to said pouring hole, and a tab tape for
covering the pouring hole from outside of said con-
tainer, said tab tape being peelably adhered to a periph-
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eral edge of the pouring hole and along a joining por-
tion to said film, characterized in that said film is pro-
vided on a surface corresponding to the pouring hole
with a lip forming portion along the forming portion,
and said joining portion is capable of being inflated
inwardly or outwardly of said contatner so that when
the tab tape is torn off, said lip forming portion is pro-
vided so as to be protruded outwardly of said pouring
opening.

2. A pouring spout for a liquid container according to
claim 1 wherein said joining portion between said film
and said tab tape is inflated outwardly or inwardly of
the container.

3. A pouring spout for a liquid container according to
claim 2 wherein said forming portion comprises a slit
substantially in the shape of a “U” formed in the film.

4. A pouring spout for a liquid container according to
claim 2 wherein said forming portion comprises an open
hole made in the film.

. A pouring spout for a liquid container according to
claim 1 wherein said joining portion between said film
and said tab tape is pressed into a flat configuration.

6. A pouring spout for a liquid container according to
claim 5 wherein said forming portion comprises a slit
substantially in the shape of a “U” formed in the film.

7. A pouring spout for a liquid container including a
pouring hole comprising, a film attached to said pouring
hole from inside of said liquid container, said film hav-
ing an open hole for forming a pouring opening corre-
sponding to said pouring hole, and a tab tape for cover-
ing said pouring hole from outside of said container,
said tab tape being pealably adhered to a peripheral
edge of the pouring hole and along a joining portion to
said film, said film being provided on a surface corre-
sponding to said pouring hole with a lip forming portion
along said open hole, said lip forming portion being
provided so as to be protruded outwardly of said pour-

Ing opening.
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