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[57] ABSTRACT

A stamp is described which includes a die plate con-
structed in a number of clipped-together die plate sec-
tions, a rectangular die plate mounting member with a
rigidly affixed handle, and elastomerically extensible
retainers which releasably engage opposing side edges
of the die plate and which normally draw the die plate
into secure engagement with the mounting member.
The die plate can be removed for replacement with

_another die plate, or for addition or substitution of die

plate sections which conveniently alter the message
otherwise printed by the die plate. The elastomeric
extensibility of the retainers permits expansion of the die
plate (or replacement with a larger die plate) without
necessitating use of a larger or different mounting mem-
ber. Also, when the die plate becomes substantially
oversized relative the die plate mounting member, the
clastomeric retainers permit the die plate mounting
member to be rocked by means of the handle to distrib-
ute pressure more evenly over the back of the die plate
to ensure that a proper image is received for example on
a sheet of paper. The mounting member also includes
holders for releasably securing the retainers to the
mounting member, and so arranged that the mounting
member can be oriented with either its lengthwise or
widthwise axis along a given axis of the die plate.

7 Claims, 1 Drawing Sheet
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STAMP WITH REPLACEABLE DIE PLATE
ATTACHED TO SUPPORT MEMBER BY AN
ELASTOMERICALLY EXTENSIBLE

- CONNECTION

This is a continuation of co-pending application Ser.
No. 840,032, filed on Mar. 17, 1986, now abandoned.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

‘The invention relates generally to stamps which have
die plates intended to print indicia on sheet materials,
and more particularly to handheld rubber stamps
adapted to print indicia which can be selectively al-
tered.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Hand-held rubbers stamps are well known. The most
common type involves a die plate which is rigidly fixed
to a wooden backing member and handle and which is
intended to print a single message or image. Stamps are
also known which include a slotted die support member
whose slots can be selectively filled with various elon-
gate dies normally bearing alphanumeric indicia. An-
other common type of handheld stamp which permits
alteration of a printed image involves an endless belt
carrying dies and appropriately mounted so that differ-
ent dies can be rotated to a print position. A common
example of such a device is a date stamp.

All of these prior art hand-held stamps have a basic
limitation that the image to be printed must fill less than
a predetermined area. This limitation is due largely to
the inherent dimensional limitations of the die support
- mechanism and the associated manner of die secure-
ment. There is consequently a very severe limitation on
the extent to which the image to be printed can be
modified without providing a different die holder or
stamp. |

Accordingly, it is an object of the invention to pro-
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retaining means are in tension during use and are so

- positioned relative to the die plate side edge portions
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vide a stamp in which die plates of varying overall 40

dimensions can be accommodated. It is also an object of

the invention to provide in such a stamp a convenient
way of expanding or altering the associated die plate.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The invention provides a stamp including a die plate
having a front face bearing dies, a rear face, and first
and second, opposing side edge portions. The term “die
plate” as used in this disclosure and the appended claims
~designates a rigid generally planar backing member to
which dies have been fixed.

The stamp also includes a die plate mounting member
which is distinct from the die plate and which is nor-
mally positioned against the rear face of the die plate in
use. A handle is rigidly fixed to the die plate mounting
member, and extends rearwardly therefrom. In use, the
handle and die plate mounting member serve the usual
purpose of applying pressure to the die plate to properly
produce an image for example on sheet materials.

The die plate is secured to the mounting member by
elastomeric retaining means which form elastomerically
extensible connections between each of the opposing
die plate side edge portions and the die plate mounting
member. The elastomeric retaining means are releasably
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secured to the die plate thereby permitting removal of 65

the die plate for installation of a new die plate or alter-
natively for alteration and re-installation of a die plate in
a manner described more fully below. The elastomeric

and the mounting member that the tension normally
keeps the die plate in contact with the support member.
The term “elastomerically extensible connection” as
used in this disclosure and the appended claims is in-
tended to designate a connection made by means of
elastomeric material which permits joined members to

be momentarily separated by elastic extension of the
material.

The advantages of the construction described above
will become more apparent with the description of the
preferred embodiment. However, the advantages may
be briefly summarized as permitting extension of the
elastomeric connections to accommodate various die
plate sizes, and also to permit, with die plates that are
oversized relative to the die plate mounting member,
the ability to rock the mounting member relative to the
die plate, when the latter is pressed against sheet mate-
rial, to distribute pressure over the various surface areas
of the die plate thereby ensuring production of a proper
image. The latter advantage is particularly important if
the die plate is to be constructed in a plurality of
clipped-together die plate sections as described below.

DESCRIPTION.OF THE DRAWINGS

The invention will be better understood with refer-
ence to drawings illustrating a preferred embodiment, in
which: |

FIG. 1 1s a side elevational view of a stamp;

FIG. 2 1s a perspective view of the stamp partially
exploded;

FIG. 3 1s a cross-sectional view along the lines 3—3
of FIG. 2, fragmented, illustrating an elastomeric belt
retainer; and, | :

FIG. 4 1s a perspective view from below of the stamp

better illustrating the front surface of an associated die

plate.

DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

FIGS. 1-4 illustrate a stamp 10 which is a preferred
embodiment of the invention. The stamp 10 includes a
die plate 12, a mounting member 14, and a handle 16
rigidly fixed to the mounting member 14. A pair of
endless elastomeric belts 18, 20 form elastically extensi-
ble connections securing the die plate 12 to the backing
member 14.

The die plate 12 is constructed in three generally
coplanar die plate sections 22, 24, 26 bearing dies 28, 30,
32, respectively. The die plate sections are joined to one
another by a pair of elongate H-shaped plastic clips 34,
36 to form a single die plate having a front surface 38
bearing dies, a rear surface 40 and a pair of opposing
side edge portions 42, 44. From the views of FIGS. 1-3
it will be apparent that the H-shaped clip 34 has a pair
of generally parallel arms 46, 48 joined by a transverse
crossbar 50. The clip 34 spans the adjacent side edge
portions 52, 54 of die plate sections 22, 24, front and rear
surfaces (not indicated) of the side edge portion 52
being gripped between the clip arms 46, 48 to one side
of the crossbar 50, and front and rear surfaces of the side
edge portion 44 being gripped between the clip arms 46,
48 to the other side of the crossbar 50. The die plate
sections 24, 26 are similarly gripped by the clip 36, and
each of the clips 34, 36 is sufficiently resilient that the
die plate sections can be removed and re-inserted into
the clips as desired.
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The die plate mounting member 14 includes a wood
backing member 56 of elongate, generally rectangular
shape. The front face 38 of the backing member is cov-
ered by a sponge-rubber cushioning material 59 adhe-
sively secured to the backing member 56, which in use

assists in more evenly distributing pressure over the rear
surface 40 of the die plate during printing of an image.

The handle 16 is squeeze-fit into an opening (not illus-
trated) in the rear face 60 of the backing member 56, in
a conventional manner, and extends rearwardly from
the mounting member 14.

The backing member 56 has an elongate, generally
rectangular circumferential side edge 62 which in use is
oriented generally transverse to the rear surface 40 of
the die plate 12. The side edge 62 consists of four side
edge secttons (only side edge sections 64, 66 being visi-
ble in FIGS. 1 and 2) which meet to define four rounded
corners 68. Four identical belt retainers 70, 72, 74, 76
are located one at each of the corners 68.

The construction and attachment of the belt retainer
70 is illustrated in the cross-sectional, fragmented view
of FIG. 3. The belt retainer 70 has a generally C-shaped
section with a first arcuate end portion 78 which termi-
nates in a stud 80 that is squeeze-fit into a hole 82 drilled
into the backing member 56. A circumferential shoulder
84 of circular transverse cross-section ensures that the
stud 80 1s introduced only to a predetermined distance
into the interior of the backing member 56. A second
circumferential shoulder 85 of generally rectangular
transverse cross-section is considerably narrower than
the shoulder 84, and penetrates the wood of the backing
member 56 during installation to prevent undesired
rotation of the belt retainer 70 about the stud 80. A
second arcuate end portion 86 is located rearwardly
from the first end portion 78, and is spaced from the
mounting member 14 to define an opening 88 accessing
the interior of the C-shaped section to permit receipt
and removal of the endless beits 18, 20.

The arrangement of the belt retainers is significant.
Using the belt retainer 72 as an example, it will be appar-
ent that the belt retainer 72 is generally oriented at an
angle of about 45 degrees to each of the adjacent side
edge sections 64, 66 defining the associated corner into
which the belt retainer 72 has been fitted. Each of the
remaining belt retainers is similarly oriented with re-
spect to the adjacent side edge sections defining its
associated corner. As a result, the belt retainers together
with the four side edge sections of the backing member
36 define a first pair of generally parallel belt location
paths at 90, 92, and a second pair of generally parallel
belt location paths 94, 96 transverse to the first pair 99,
92. This will be explained more fully below.

The die plate 12 is secured to the mounting member
14 basically as follows. A run 98 of belt 18 is slipped into
belt retainers 70, 72, aligned along the belt location path
90. A run 100 of belt 20 is similarly slipped into belt
retainers 74, 76 in alignment with belt location path 20.
Belt 18 is then elastomerically stretched to locate the
die plate side edge portion 42 within the belt (as in
FIGS. 1 and 2) with a run 102, circumferentially spaced
from the run 98, extending across and elastically grip-
ping the front surface of the die plate side edge portion
42. In a similar manner, the die plate side edge portion
44 1s located within the belt 20 with the run 104, circum-
ferentially-spaced from the run 100, extending across
and elastically gripping the front surface of the die plate
side edge portion 54. To assist in proper location of the
runs 102, 104, the opposing die plate side edge portions
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42, 44 are recessed rearwardly at 106, 108 respectively.
Each of the die plate sections 22, 24, 26 is in fact contin-
uously recessed about its periphery at its front surface
so that clips such as clips 34, 36 are recessed from front

most die surfaces and so that the belt runs 102, 104 are
properly located regardless whether the die plate sec-
tions are interchanged. The recessing, although pre-

ferred, is not absolutely necessary.

Once the die plate 12 has been secured to the mount-
ing member 14 as described in the preceding paragraph,
the die plate 14 is ready to be inked and applied to sheet
materials. With the stamp 10 in the orientation of FIG.
1, inked and resting on sheet materials, the mounting
member 14 may be rocked by means of the handle 16 in
directions indicated in FIG. 1. to distribute pressure
over the various dies 28, 30, 32.

The elastomeric belts 18, 20 could alternatively be
located in belt location paths 94, 96 when a die plate is
attached to the mounting member 14. In such circum-
stances, the width of the mounting member 14 rather
than its length, may be located along he lengthwise axis
of the new die plate. This would be particularly advan-
tageous if the new die plate were of considerably
smaller dimension than the die plate 12, perhaps having
a length shorter than the length of the mounting mem-
ber 14.

One of the advantages accruing with the construction
and use of the stamp 10 is that the die plate 12 can be
very readily modified. For example, in advertising spe-
cial sales at a supermarket, standard form displays not-
ing a special price might be posted adjacent products.
By providing a multiplicity of die plate sections bearing
standard terms associated with such sales, a composite
die plate can quickly be constructed for stamping all
required information onto standard display materials.
Although not specifically illustrated, the die plate sec-
tions in such applications might normally be imprinted
on rear surfaces thereof with the material to be printed
by the particular die plate section and some indicator
regarding the required orientation of the die plate sec-
tion to produce a particular orientation of the printed
materials. The elastomerically extensible connections
characteristic of the stamp 10 will normally accommo-
date considerable variation in the size of the resultant
die plate (within practical limits) without necessitating
replacement of the endless belts 18, 20 and mounting
member 14. Also, for considerably oversized die plates,
the belts 18, 20 can be replaced with larger belts, with-
out necessarily requiring replacment of the mounting
member 14. Accordingly, a wide variety of messages
can be printed with_considerable variation in message
size, with a limited amount of stamping hardware.

It will be appreciated that a particular embodiment of
the invention has been described, and that modifications
may be made therein without departing from the spirit
of the invention or the scope of the appended claims. In
particular, the endless elastomeric belts could be re-
placed with elastomeric straps, each having one end
secured to the mounting member 14 in any convenient
manner, and the other end terminating in an elongate
C-shaped clip for receiving and gripping the opposing
die plate side edge portions 42, 44. Also, the belt retain-
ing means of the mounting member 14 which have been
llustrated as four hooked retainers, can be replaced
with four undercut channels formed in the rear face 60
of the backing member 56. These channels could for
example be arranged in a rectangular layout with the
channels intersecting at corners of the rectangular lay-
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out and opening at side edges of the backing member 56
to permit introduction of runs of the endless belts. Also,
if hooked belt retainers are to be used, such as those
illustrated, the C-shaped section of each belt retainer
can be dimensioned so that the opening which receives
a run of the endless belt, such as the opening 88, is
normally smaller than the thickness of the endless belts
when untensed, but permits clearance of the endless
belts when the latter are extended under tension. In this
manner, the belts can be more positively retained in the
C-shaped sections when, for example, a die plate is
removed from the stamp and there is consequently no
tension on the endless belts. Other modifications will be
apparent to those skilled in the art.

THE EMBODIMENTS OF THE INVENTION IN
WHICH AN EXCLUSIVE PROPERTY OR PRIVI-
LEGE IS CLAIMED ARE DEFINED AS FOL-
LOWS::

1. A stamp comprising:

a rigid planar die plate having a front face bearings
dies, a rear face, and first and second opposing side
edge portions;

a die plate mounting member distinct from the die
plate and positioned against the rear face of the die
plate;

a handle rigidly fixed to and extending rearwardly
from the die plate mounting member;

first elastomeric retaining means for forming an elas-
tomerically extensible connection between the first
die plate side edge portion and the die plate mount-
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ing member, the first elastomeric retaining means

including first releasable securing means for releas-
ably securing the first elastomeric retaining means
to the first die plate side edge portion;

second elastomeric retaining means for forming an
elastomerically extensible connection between the
second die plate side edge portion and the die plate
mounting member, the second elastomeric retain-
ing means including second releasable securing
means for releasably securing the second elasto-
meric retaining means to the second die plate side
edge portion; ,

the first and second elastomeric retaining means
being in tension and so positioned relative to the
die plate side edge portions and the die plate
mounting member that the tension normally keeps
the die plate in contact with the die plate mounting
member and that the die plate mounting member
can be rocked relative to the rear face of the die
plate by means of the handle to apply pressure to
different portions of the rear face of the die plate,
the die plate being maintained in contact with the
die plate mounting member solely by the first and
second elastomeric retaining means.

2. A stamp as claimed in claim 1 in which:

the die plate includes first and second generally co-
planar die plate sections, the first die plate section
having a first side edge portion, the second die
plate section having a second side edge portion, the
first and second side edge portions of the die plates
sections being located adjacent to one another:
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the stamp includes removable clip means spanning
the adjacent side edge portions of the die plate
sections for joining the die plate sections.

3. A stamp as claimed in claim 2 in which the clip
means comprise an elongate clip of generally H-shaped
transverse cross-section having a pair of generally par-
allel arms joined by a transverse crossbar, front and rear
surfaces of the first side edge portion of the first die
plate section being gripped between the pair of arms to
one side of the crossbar, front and rear surfaces of the
second side edge portion of the second die plate section
being gripped between the pair of arms to the other side

~of the crossbar.

4. A stamp as claimed in claim 1 in which:

-the first retaining means comprise a first endless elas-
tomeric belt, the first die plate side edge portion
being located inside the first endless belt;

the second retaining means comprise a second endless

elastomeric belt, the second die plate side edge
portion being located inside the second endless
belt;

the first releasable securing means comprise a first run

of the first endless belt extending across and elasti- -
cally gripping a front surface of the first die plate
side edge portion; and,

the second releasable securing means comprise a first

run of the second endless belt extending across and
elastically gripping a front surface of the second
die plate side edge portion.

S. A stamp as claimed in claim 4 in which the die plate
support member includes means for releasably retaining
a second run of the first endless belt and a second run of
the second endless belt.

6. A stamp as claimed in claim S in which the belt
retaining means include means defining a first pair of
generally parallel belt location paths and a second pair
of generally parallel belt location paths transverse to the
first pair of belt location paths, and access means for
permitting the second runs of the first and second end-
less belts to be located along either the first pair of
location paths or the second pair of location paths.

7. A stamp as claimed in claim 6 in which: _

the die plate mounting member has an elongate, gen-

erally rectangular circumferential side edge ori-
ented generally transverse to the rear face of the
die plate and having four side edge sections meet-
ing to define four corners;

the belt retaining means comprise four belt retainers,

one of the four belt retainers being located at each
of the four corners;

each of the belt retainers has a generally C-shaped

*  section with a first arcuate end portion fixed to the
die plate mounting member at the corner at which
the belt retainer is located and a second arcuate end
portion located rearwardly of the first end portion
and spaced from the die plate mounting member
thereby defining an opening accessing the interior
of the C-shaped section; |

~each of the belt retainers is oriented generally at an
angle of about 45 degrees to the adjacent side edge
sections defining the corner at which the belt re-

tainer 1s located.
*x x % % *
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