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[57] ABSTRACT

A tube-supporting cradle mechanism for a filament,
especially a yarn or thread take-up system is provided
with a resiliently deformable body enabling relative
adjustment of relatively rigid parts which adjoin the
resiliently deformable body in order to permit line
contact between a bobbin tube or its package wound
thereupon, which is supported by the cradle, and a
friction drive roll.
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BOBBIN TUBE AND PACKAGE SUPPORT AND
BEARING UNIT THEREFOR AND FILAMENT
TAPE-UP SYSTEM

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
' APPLICATION

This applieatien is related to the commonly assigned,

copending U.S. application Ser. No. 06/843,172, filed

Mar. 24, 1986, and entitled “ARRANGEMENT FOR
HOLDING YARN PACKAGES” U.S. Pat. No.

| 2
package on a bobbin tube and which filament take-up
system does not exhibit the aforementioned drawbacks

 and limitations of the prior art constructions heretofore

~ of a filament take-up system for winding a filament,

i0.

4,718,615, granted Jan. 12, 1988. The disclosure of this

application 1s incorporated herein by reference.
'~ BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a new and improved

construction of a take-up system for winding a filament,

especially a yarn or thread into a package on a bobbin

tube. |
The present 1nvent1eun also relates to a new and im-
proved construction of a bobbin tube support mecha-

nism for a take-up system for winding a filament, espe-

cially a yarn or thread into a package on a bobbin tube,
and in which take-up system the bobbin tube or package

- forming thereupon engages a rotatable roll.

13

discussed. |
Another and more specific object of the present in-
vention is directed to a new and improved construction

especially a yarn or thread into a package on a bobbin '
tube and which filament take-up system permits com-
pensation for misalignments between the bobbin tube or

the package forming thereupon and the rotatable or

drive roll so as to produce line contact between these

elements substantially under all operatmg conditions of o

such filament take-up system.
Still a further important object of the present inven-

‘tion aims at a new and improved construction of a fila-

 ment take-up system for winding a filament, especiallya

20

yarn or thread into a package on a bobbin tube and
which filament take-up system provides sufficient
damping against shock effects arising during the forma-

- tion particularly of cross-wound packages.

25

Furthermore, the present invention relates to a new

and improved construction of a bearing unit.

In its more particular aspects, the present invention

- specifically relates to a new and improved construction
of a filament take-up system for winding a filament,

‘especially a yarn or thread into a package on a bobbin
tube and which filament take-up system contains a bob-
bin tube support mechanism supporting the bobbin tube

and the package wound thereupon and urging the bob-
bin tube or the package wound thereupon into engage-
ment with a rotatable or drive roll.

30

Now in order to implement these and still further

objects of the invention, which will become more
readily apparent as the description proceeds, the fila-

ment take-up system of the present development is man-
ifested by the features that, a body of resiliently deform-
able material is used to enable the required degree of -

- line contact between the bobbin tube or the package

forming thereupon and the rotatable or drive roll.
The resiliently deformable material may be resiliently
compressible and constitute, for example, a porous elas-

- tomeric material such as a polyurethane elastomer. The
- important feature here is, however, volume compress--

33

‘The roller may be of the grooved drum type adapted

‘to traverse the thread to and fro. Instead, a separate

traverse mechanism may be provided in order to enable

formation of a cross-wound package. In a preferred
arrangement, the mechanism is of the so-called cradle
type and has a pair of arms between which the bobbin
tube is supported duri’ng use. In an alternative arrange-
ment the bobbin tube is supported on a cantilevered stub
shaft or spindle.

In filament take-up systems of such type, it is known

to support bobbin tube engaging elements in a manner

enabling limited movement thereof relative to other

parts of the mechanism. There is thus provided a limited

~ degree of adjustment to compensate for misalignments
when the bobbin tube is brought into contact with the

rotatable or drive roll. One such system is shown, for

example, in German patent specification No. 1,560,475
and the cognate U.S. Pat. No. 3,286,948, granted Nov.
~ 22,1966. An alternative system is shown in Swiss Patent
No. 339,102, published July 31, 1959,
Tt has been found, however, that these known systems
still do not enable compensation for misalignments so as

45

ibility of the body of resiliently deformable material and - '

“this characteristic may be achieved by means other than

the inclusion of pores in the material of the body. For
example, a body of compact elastomeric material may -
be formed so as to define or provide one or more spaces.

The compact elastomeric material, then, can be de-

formed into the space or spaces in order to thereby
enable volume compression of the body and prov1de the
required resilient compressibility. |
The body of resiliently deformable material will be
mounted in use between relatively rigid parts which

- adjoin the body of resiliently deformable material. The

50

relatively rigid parts may be secured relative to each
other by the body of resiliently deformable material.

Preferably, the rigid parts are not required to rotate

relative to each other during use, i.e. the body of resil-

~ iently deformable material is not required to transmit
torque between the relatively rigid parts adjoining such
~ body. |

35

The bedy of resiliently deformable material may be

- arranged for preferential deformation to permit relative -

to produce line contact between the bobbin tube and the

rotatable or drive roll. Furthermore, they do not pro-
vide dampmg against the effects of shocks which inevi-
tably arise during formation of cross-wound packages.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Therefore, with the foregoing in mind it is a primary
object of the present invention to provide a new and

65

improved construction of a filament take-up system for

winding a filament, especially a yarn or thread into a

movement of the relatively rigid parts in at least one
“preferred” direction at right angles to the axis of rota-
tion of the tube or package forming thereupon. The -

- preferred direction preferably is also substantially at '

right angles to a support arm carrying the tube or pack-

- age forming thereupon during a winding operation. The

body may also be arranged to prevent, or at least re-
strict, relative movement of the relatively rigid parts in
one or more other directions, for example, along the
axis of rotation of the tube or the package forming
thereupon, at least as far as such movement is dependent
upon deformation of such body.
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Preferential deformability of the body of resiliently
deformable material may be realized by suitable forma-
tion of such body and assembly thereof with the rela-
tively rigid parts such as to form a unit. The arrange-
ment may be such that at least one predetermined space 3
1s left in the assembly prior to deformation of the body
during use such that, when forces are applied to the
assembly and tend to cause relative movement of the
relatively rigid parts in the preferred direction, the body
is able to deform into said at least one predetermined 10
space. The arrangement may be such that little or no
space is left for deformation of the body to permit rela-
tive movement of the relatively rigid parts in the afore-
mentioned one or more other directions.

In a preferred arrangement, the body of resilient
material is incorporated into a bearing unit which can
be mounted in the bobbin tube supporting mechanism of
the filament, especially yarn or thread take-up system so
as to support a tube-engaging element for rotation about
a defined axis relative to another portion of the mecha-
nism, for example, one of the arms in a cradle mecha-
nism. The bearing unit may constitute a conventional
bearing comprising a pair of relatively rotatable bearing
elements. This conventional bearing may be mounted at
a mounting member, for example, in the form of a shell
or housing, and retained relative thereto by means of
the body of resilient material. The body of resilient
material, then, conveniently is ring-shaped. Preferential
deformation can be facilitated by suitable choice of ring
section.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The invention will be better understood and objects
other than those set forth above will become apparent
when consideration is given to the following detailed
description thereof. Such description makes reference
to the annexed drawings wherein throughout the vari-
ous figures of the drawings there have been generally
used the same reference characters to denote the same 44
or analogous components and wherein:

FIGS. 1 and 2 respectively show a side view and a
top plan view of a first exemplary embodiment of the
inventive bobbin tube support mechanism in a first ex-
emplary embodiment of the inventive filament take-up 45
system;

FI1G. 3 1s a vertical cross-section through an individ-
ual bobbin tube support containing a first exemplary
embodiment of the inventive bearing unit in the bobbin
tube support mechanism shown 1n FIGS. 1 and 2; 50

FIG. 3A 1s a fragmentary detail of FIG. 3 showing a
further modification wherein resilient means are inter-
posed between a support member and a support arm;

F1G. 3B is a fragmentary detail of FIG. 3 depicting a
further modification wherein the resilient means is inter- 55
posed between a bobbin tube engaging member and a
bobbin tube:

FI1G. 3C 1s a fragmentary detail of FIG. 3 depicting a
still further modification wherein the resilient means is
interposed between a bearing unit and a stub shaft of a 60
bobbin tube engaging member or bobbin tube receiving
plate or disc.

F1G. 4 shows a cross-section through a modified
embodiment of the inventive bearing unit for use in the
bobbin tube support shown in FIG. 3 and indicates one 65
possible manner of manufacturing such bearing unit;

FI1GS. 5A to SF show six sketches representing alter-
native arrangements for the body of resilient material

15
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23

30
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used in the bobbin tube support mechanisms shown in
FIGS. 1 and 2;

FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional view similar to FIG. 3 of a
bobbin tube support for supporting the smaller diameter
end of a conical bobbin tube;

FIG. 7 shows a modification of the bobbin tube sup-
port shown 1n FIG. 6;

F1G. 8 shows a second exemplary embodiment of the
inventive bearing unit containing an alternative form of
a resilient ring, for installation in a second exemplary
embodiment of the inventive bobbin tube support mech-
anism;

F1G. 9 shows the cross-section of an alternative form
of a resilient ring for use with a third exemplary em-
bodiment of the inventive bearing unit;

FIG. 10 shows a cross-section through the third ex-
emplary embodiment of the inventive bearing unit in-
cluding the resilient ring shown in FIG. 9 and for use in
a third exemplary embodiment of the inventive bobbin
tube support mechanism;

FIGS. 11A and 11B respectively show, in the absence
and in the presence of applied forces, a fourth exem-
plary embodiment of the inventive bearing units for use
in a fourth exemplary embodiment of the inventive
bobbin tube support mechanism; and

FIG. 12 shows 1n a view similar to FIG. 6, an alterna-
tive form of a bobbin tube support for supporting the
smaller diameter end of a conical bobbin tube.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

Describing now the drawings, it is to be understood
that only enough of the construction of the yarn or
filament take-up system, the bobbin tube support mech-
anism and the bearing unit have been shown as needed
for those skilled in art to readily understand the under-
lying principles and concepts of the present develop-
ment, while simplifying the showing of the drawings.
Turning attention now specifically to FIG. 1 of the
drawings, some of the more pertinent structure of the
filament yarn of take-up system illustrated therein by
way of example and not limitation will be seen to com-
prise a filament, especially a yarn or thread package
holder of the type described in detail in European Pa-
tent Application No. 86105117.5 which is cognate to the
initially cross-referenced U.S. patent application Ser.
No. 06/843,172. The details thus will not be repeated
here, but the arrangement will be described briefly
generally using reference numerals corresponding with
those used in the aforementioned copending U.S. appli-
cation, now U.S. Pat. No. 4,718,615.

Reference numeral 10 indicates part of the machine
frame, the remainder of which is omitted since it is not
important to the understanding of the invention. Nu-
merals 14 and 16 indicate side plates projecting for-
wardly from a bracket 12 which is secured in any suit-
able manner to the frame 10. Pins 18 are supported in
these side plates 14 and 16 in order to form a pivot joint
for a so-called cradle or bobbin tube support mechanism
indicated generally at 22. This cradle or bobbin tube
support mechanism 22 comprises a support means or
yoke 24 having rearwardly extending side plates 26
which are mounted at the pins 18 in order to form the
pivot joint referred to above. A first arm or support arm
28 is formed integrally with the yoke 24 and a second
arm Or support arm 38 1s pivotally mounted by means of
a pin 34 1n lugs 30 and 32 also integral with the yoke 24.
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The second support arm 38 can be pivoted about the

pin 34 from the illustrated position approximately paral-

lel to the first support arm 28 to a position 40 which is

indicated by broken lines and which is spaced further

away from the first support arm 28 in order to enable
insertion or removal of a bobbin tube 44. When the

cradle: or bobbin tube support mechamism 22 1s

“closed”, i.e. the second support arm 38 is in the posi-

~ tion indicated by solid lines, the bobbin tube 44 1s sup-

ported between the two support arms 28 and 38 and
rotatable relative thereto by means of bearings schemat-
ically indicated at 46. During a winding operation, a
filament, especially a yarn or thread package indicated
at 48 is wound upon the bobbin tube 44,

A friction damping system comprising a leaf spring
52, a contact element 54 and a segment-shaped forward

6

When conical packages are to be wound, the filament
take-up system may still have a common rotatable or
friction drive roll or shaft for all winding positions.
However, this common drive drive roll or shaft may
carry individual roll-building portions or sleeves which
are operatively associated with respective winding or

~ take-up positions. In some arrangements of this type,

each such sleeve is made up of a plurality of separately

- or individually rotatable sections arranged axially adja-

10

- mined bobbin tube or a package thereon during opera-

15

extension on the side plate 16, as described in the afore-

mentioned commonly assigned, copending U.S. patent
application Ser. No. 06/843,172, now U.S. Pat. No.
4,718,615 can be included in the inventive take-up sys-
tem but is not essential thereto. The present invention is
more particularly concerned with supporting the bob-
bin tube 44 in a desired disposition relative to other
parts of the take-up system, as will be described further

cent each other so that each section contacts a predeter-

tion. In a preferred arrangement such as disclosed in
European Patent No. 63,690 and its cognate U.S. Pat.

No. 4,415,125, granted Nov. 15, 1983, the disclosure of

which is incorporated herein by reference, the sections
are linked by a drive transmission.

The present invention is apphcable to winding of '

~ both conical and cylindrical packages. The bobbin tube

20

144 shown in FIG. 3, therefore, may be assumed to be
either conical or eylmdncal From the point of view of

~ the present invention, it is irrelevant whether the rotat-

- hereinbelow with reference to the remaining Figures of 25 _ .
- to enable formation of crosswound packages.

- the drawings.
In the inventive ﬁlament take-up system 1 to the

extent shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, each bearing 46 is
- mounted directly in its associated support arm and the
bobbin tube 44 is supported within the bearing 46. In
practice, the bobbin tube 44 and the package carried 48
thereby is rotated by frictional contact with a rotatable

able roil or friction drive roll 116 engaging the bobbin
tube 144 or the package wound thereupon, is a grooved
drum traversing the filament, especially yarn or thread,
or whether a separate traverse mechanism is provided

The first exemplary embodiment of the inventive

~ bobbin tube support mechanism 22 contains a bobbin

30

or friction drive roll which is not illustrated in FIGS. 1 -

- and 2 but may be of the type of the frictional drive roll
116 shown 1 FIG. 3. The drive roll 116 is rotatable

33

about a predetermined roll axis 113 and a bobbin tube

rotation axis 112 (see FIG. 3) extends substantially par-
allel thereto. Clearly, in such arrangement the axial
length of the rotatable or friction drive roll 116 must be
~ less than the spacing of the support arms 28 and 38
 when those support arms are closed. In effect, the cra-

- dle or bobbin tube support mechanism 22 must have an

individual drive roll or drive roll portion whleh fits
between its support arms 28 and 38.
In many machines, however, a row of such cradles or

tube support 60 which 1s illustrated in section in FIG. 3
and essentially comprises three elements, namely a bob-
bin tube engaging member or bobbin tube receiving
plate or disc 100, a first exemplary embodiment of the
inventive bearing unit generally indicated by the refer-

ence numeral 102 and to be described in detail further

hereinbelow, and a support ring or member 104 receiv-
ing the bearing unit 102 and secured to the support arm

128 by conventional and therefore not particularly illus-

trated securing means. -
The receiving plate or disc 100 has at its outer edge a
flange 106 formed with a generally truncated cone por-
tion which actually engages the bobbin fube 144. At its
center, the disc 100 has a stub shaft 110 which is a press

- fit in the bearing unit 102. The disc 100 1s thus rotatable -

45

-bobbin tube support mechanisms 22 is provided and the
cradles or bobbin tube support mechanisms 22 are ar-

ranged side by side with their pivot axes which are
defined by the pins 18, in a more or less-aligned horizon-
tal direction. For cylindrical packages, a common rotat-
able or friction drive roll is provided for all of these
cradles or bobbin tube support mechanisms 22. The
‘rotatable or friction drive roll may be formed as a shaft
of substantially constant diameter and extends past the
~ complete row of cradles or bobbin tube support mecha-
nisms 22 and substantially parallel to the pivot axes
thereof. In such arrangement, the bobbin tube 44 or a
bobbin tube 144 as shown in FIG. 3, must have an exter-
nal diameter which is greater than the depth D of the

associated support arms 28 and 38. In FIG. 3, one such

~ support arm is indicated at 128 and corresponds with
~ the first support arm 28 shown in FIGS. 1 and 2. The

following paragraphs will describe the arrangement for.
supporting one end of the bobbin tube 144 relative to.

the support arm 128. Essentially the same arrangement
can be used to support the bobbin tube relative to the
- other support arm which corresponds to the second
support arm 38 shown in FIGS. 1and 2.

50

about a bearing rotational axis 112 of the bearing unit

102
The support ring or support member 104 also pos-

sesses a flange 114 defining part of a socket 114A for
receiving the bearing unit 102 which constitutes means

defining a bobbin tube rotation axis, which coincides
with the bearing rotational axis 112. The internal sur-
face of the socket 114A is part-spherical and cooperates

‘with a corresponding part-spherical surface at a mount-

~ ing portion 124A of the bearing unit 102, see FIG. 4.

33

The flange 114 is elastically expandable so that the -

bearing unit 102 can be snap-fitted into the receiving '
socket 114A. The arrangement is generally in accor-
dance with that shown in German Patent No. 1,560,475

and the ‘aforementioned cognate U.S. Pat. No.
3,286,9438. - |
The bearing umt 102 is supported at the suppert arm

128, and a corresponding bearing unit is supported es-

- sentially in the same manner at the other support arm of

65

the cradle or bobbin tube support mechanism 22. The

bearing units may be able to shift in their respective '

sockets so that, after mounting of the bobbin tube 144,
the bearing rotational axes 112 of the bearing units 102
adapt to the disposition of the bobbin tube 144 and
define the aforementioned tube rotation axis. It has been
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found, however, that this does not suffice to ensure that
the bobbin tube 144 immediately makes line contact

with the rotatable roll or friction drive roll, part of

which is diagrammatically indicated at 116 in FIG. 3. In
practice, it is very often found that either one end or the
other end of the bobbin tube 144 makes contact with the
rotatable or friction drive roll 116 first, and the “univer-
sal mounting” provided by the socket 114A receiving
the bearing unit 102, 1s insufficient to compensate for
the misalignment. The misalignment may be due, for
example, to faults in the tube form which may be caused
by damage thereto, or to poor orientation of the bobbin
tube 144 relative to the support disc 100.

Such misalignment can be compensated by the first
exemplary embodiment of the inventive bearing unit

102 for installation in the first exemplary embodiment of

the inventive bobbin tube support mechanism 22 of the
inventive filament, especially yarn or thread take-up
system 1 shown in FIGS. 1 and 2. A modified embodi-

ment or construction 102A of the bearing unit 102 1s

shown more clearly in the more detailed illustration of

FI1G. 4. Such FIG. 4 also illustrates a specific mode of
manufacturing the bearing unit 102A, which mode of
manufacturing 1s not considered essential to the inven-
tion.

As seen in FIG. 4, the bearing umit 102A is con-
structed as an anti-friction bearing containing an inner
bearing element or race or ring 117, an outer bearing

element or race or ring 118 and anti-friction bodies in
the form of ball bearings 120 running on the bearing
elements or races 117 and 118 in order to enable their
rotation relative to each other about the bearing rota-
tional axis 112. The outer race 118 is embedded in a
resilient means or ring 122 which constitutes a body of
resiliently compressible porous elastomeric material to
be described in further detail hereinbelow. The bearing
1s encased in a shell or mounting member 124 made up
of left-hand and right-hand sections which are joined in
an annular median or joint zone 126 substantially at
right angles to the bearing rotational axis 112. In the
illustrated arrangement, the joint zone 126 is made by
overlapping portions of the two sections and securing
these overlapping portions to each other by means of an
adhesive. However, any other alternative joining tech-
nique could be used and any other convenient technique
could be used to provide a suitable shell around the
bearing. The shell or mounting member 124 provides
the mounting portion 124A and the associated, previ-
ously mentioned part-spherical surface which is re-
ceived in the socket 114A of the support ring 104.

It will be apparent from FIGS. 3 and 4 that the resil-
lent means or ring 122 constituting the body of resil-
iently compressible, porous elastomeric material is ar-
ranged between two relatively rigid parts, namely the
outer bearing element or race 118 and the shell or
mounting member 124 which adjoin the resilient means
or ring 122 of porous elastomeric material. The resilient
means or ring 122 is constructed and arranged such as to
hold the first relatively rigid part, namely the outer
bearing element or race 118 or the bearing elements 117,
118 of the bearing unit 102, at a predetermined dispo-
sition relative to the second relatively rigid part, namely
the shell or mounting member 124. In this manner, the
second relatively rigid part, i.e. the shell or mounting
member 124 defines a restricted space 121 which ac-
commodates the resilient means or ring 122.

The resilient means or ring 122 is selected so as to be
compressible between the relatively rigid parts, i.e. the
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outer bearing element or race 118 and the shell or
mounting member 124 under the force urging the bob-
bin tube 144 or the package wound thereupon into
contact with the rotatable or friction drive roll 116
during operation. The means for producing such a force
have only been schematically illustrated in the drawings
because such means are conventionally constructed
like, for example, a spring-weighted system as illus-
trated in British Patent No. 1,349,425. Any other suit-
able method for providing a controlled force urging the
bobbin tube 144 or the package wound thereupon into
contact with the rotatable or friction drive roll 116 can
be used, for example, a selectively pressurizable unit.
Such force-producing means thus have been generally
indicated in FIG. 1 by reference character 200. The
forces created by such force-producing means 200 may
be of the magnitude conventionally used for winding of
thread packages in, for instance, rotor spinning ma-
chines as described, for example, in European Patent
Nos. 126,352 and 127,017, backwinding machines as
described, for example, in U.S. Pat. Nos. 3,971,520 and
3,356,306, texturizing machines as described, for exam-
ple, in British Patent No. 1,399,891 or any other type of
processing machine used in combination with a filament
take-up system.

The diameter L. (FIG. 4) of the inner edges of the
shell or mounting member 124 is less than the exterior
diameter of the outer race or bearing element 118. The

resilient means or ring 122 extends radially inwardly
between the axial end walls or side flanges 125 of the
shell or mounting member 124 and the corresponding
axial or end faces 119 of the outer bearing element or
race 118. Accordingly, the ball bearing made up of the
two bearing elements or races 117 and 118 and the
bearing balls 120 is securely retained in the shell or
mounting member 124 but is free to adjust or to be
displaced in response to applied forces relative to the
shell or mounting member 124 within the limits deter-
mined by the compressibility of the resilient means or
ring 122. As will be explained in greater detail hereinbe-
low, the outer bearing element or race 118 is preferably
free to move substantially in radial direction but is rela-
tively restrained from moving in substantially axial
direction.

As a result of the applied forces, the first relatively
rigid part, namely the outer bearing element or race 118
or the bearing elements 117, 118 of the bearing unit 102
which adjoins and is held by the resilient means or ring
122, can move away from the aforementioned predeter-
mined disposition relative to the second relatively rigid
part, 1.e. the shell or mounting member 124 against the
bias or resilient force of the resilient means or ring 122.
Adjustment in response to the applied forces is enabled
by compression of the resilient means or ring 122 in the
restricted space 121 between the outer bearing element
or race 118 and the radially outer, substantially cylindri-
cal wall of the shell or mounting member 124.

In the illustrated embodiment, the restricted space
121 1s more closely restricted in directions extending
substantially parallel to the bearing or tube rotation axis
112 than 1n directions extending substantially parallel to
a connecting line 111 which connects the predeter-
mined roll axis 113 and the contact zone 109 formed
between the friction drive roll 116 and the bobbin tube
144 or the package forming thereupon. Therefore, the
first relatively rigid part, i.e. the outer bearing element
or race 118 or the bearing elements 117, 118 of the
bearing unit 102, can be displaced relative to the second
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relatively rigid part, i.e. the shell or mounting member

124, substantially radially with respect to the bearing or
tube rotation axis 112 but is restrained from a displace-
ment substantlally parallel to such beanng or tube rota-
tion axis 112.

The resilient means or ring 122 is elastic to enable its

"~ recovery when the deforming applied force is removed,

and should retain this elasticity despite repeated defor-
mation, i.e. the material of the resilient means or ring
122 should have negligible or at the most a tolerabie
compression set through a given operating life span.

Polyurethane elastomers of the type available under
the trade marks “CELIL.ASTO” and “SYLOMER” can

be used. Both resiliently compressible materials are
available from the company Angst & Pfister AG of
Zurich, Switzerland. Merely by way of example, the
following dimensions are quoted for a bearing unit

4,848,686
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picted in FIG. 3B where the body of resiliently com-

pressible material or resilient means 122 is arranged in
the tube receiving plate or disc 100 and contacts the
bobbin tube 144. However, in such case the body is-
liable to be subjected to destructive frictional contact

with the bobbin tube 144, and it is recommended that .

- this arrangement should be avoided wherever possible,

10
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although it is still considered to fall within the broad
scope of the invention.

A further possibility has been dEplctEd in FIG. 3C
wherein the body of resiliently compressible material or
resilient means 122 is shown interposed between the

‘bearing unit 102 and the stub shaft 110 of the bobbin

tube engaging member or bobbin tube recewmg plate or

disc 100. |
Furthermore, it is not necessary to incorporate the

- resilient means or body of the resiliently compressible

102A suitable for use in the cradle or bobbin tube sup-
~ receiving plate or disc 100 to the cradle or support arm

port mechanism 22 of the filament take-up system 1 in
combination with a rotor spinning machine of the type

o supplied by the Assignee of the present application

under the designation M2/1:
diameter of the part-Sphencal surface on sheli 124: 24

- - 1IN,

length of the bearing unit 102A along the bearmg axis
112: 9 mm; -
 -external diameter of the outer race 118: 19 mm;

diameter L (FIG. 4): 15 mm; and
_thickness of the metal sheet used in manufacturing the

shell 124: 0.5 mm.

20
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The resilient means or ring 122 may be under com-

pressum under all operating conditions after manufac-
ture of the bearing unit 102A. The porous elastomeric
materials referred to above enable very high degrees of
-volume compressibility so that misalignments of up to

approximately 2 mm may be compensated for by means

of the bearing unit 102A dimensioned as above.
In the foregoing description, the preferred arrange-

- ment has been assumed in which a bearing unit in accor-

~dance with the invention is provided on each cradle or
- support arm 28 and 38. This is not essential, but in cases
~ in which the inventive bearing unit is provided on one
-~ support arm only, the cradle or bobbin tube support

- mechanism must be set relative to the rotatable or fric-

tion drive roll 116 such as to ensure that the end of the
bobbin tube 144 which does not have a bearing unit in
accordance with the 1nvent10n, cannot contact the fric-
~ tion drive roll 116.

‘The invention is not limited to details of the embodi-
ment shown in FIGS. 3 and 4. In particular, it is not
essential to incorporate the resilient means or ring 122,
i.e. the body of resiliently compressible or deformable
material into the bearing unit, although that is the pre-
ferred arrangement. By way of example only, the body
- of resiliently compressible material instead may be in-
corporated into the region of the joint J shown in FIG.
- 3 between the support arm 128 and the support ring 104.
Such an arrangement has been depicted in FIG. 3A
wherein the resiliently compressible material or resilient

- means 122 is shown mterposed between the support arm

128 and the support ring 104. Alternatively, such body

may be provided in the region of the connection C

material into the tube support 60 connecting the tube

128. The body of resiliently compressible material can

‘be installed further back in the filament take-pp system
1. A variety of possible tube support mechanisms are

schematically shown in the sketches of FIGS. 5A to S5F.
In each of the sketches 5A to SF, the support means or
yoke of the cradle or bobbin tube support mechanism 22
is indicated at 24 and the support arms at 28 and 38.
In FIG. 5A resilient means or blocks 130 of resiliently

compressible material are located intermediate support-
arm sections 28A, 28B and 38A, 38B of each subdivided

cradle or support arm 28, 38 and prowde the required

resilient compressibility. -

In FIG. 5B, the support means or yoke 24 is rotatable -

- about a pivot shaft 132 which selectively enables wind-
" ing of cylindrical or conical packages; the cone angle of

33
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between the stub shaft 110 and the inner bearing ele-

“ment or race 117 of the bearing. Theoretically, the body
of resiliently compressible material even may be incor-
porated into the structure of the tube receiving plate or
disc 100, particularly in the region of contact with the
- bobbin tube 144. Such an arrangement has been de-

65

the conical packages also can be adjusted by rotation of
the support means or yoke 24 about the axis of the pivot
shaft 132. In this arrangement, resilient means or a
sleeve 134 constituting the body of resiliently compress-
ible material is adjoined by the stub or pivot shaft 132
and bearing member 135 surroundmg the pwot shaft
132.
In the arrangement shown in FIG. 5C, resﬂlent means
or blocks 136 of resﬂlently compressible material are

provided at the region of the junctions between the

support means or yoke 24 and the support arms 28 and
38.

In the bobbin tube support mechamsm shown in FIG o

5D, the support means or yoke 24 is subdivided into two -
halves or sections 24A and 24B which are joined by a

resilient means or block 140 of resiliently compressible o

material. |
In the FIG. 5E arrangement, the body of resiliently
compressible material is provided as a resilient means or
sleeve 142 in the region of the pivot joint or pin 34
between the support arm 38 and the support means or

“yoke 24; in this case, only the support arm 38 can adapt =

to misalignments as described above.

In the FIG. 5F bobbin tube support mechanlsm, the _-

support means or yoke 24 is secured to a support. plate

145 which is pivotable about a pivot pin 146 located

below the cradle or tube support mechanism. As a result
the cradle or tube support mechanism can be adapted to

varying cone angles. The body of resiliently compress-

ible material is provided as a resilient means or sleeve
148 located between the support plate 145 and the pivot
pin 146. |
The invention also 1s not limited to double-armed
cradles or bobbin tube support mechanisms of the type
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as shown 1n FIGS. 1 to SF. Alternative tube support
mechanisms are known, for example, from U.S. Pat. No.
3,971,520. The use of resilient means in the form of a
body of resiliently compressible or deformable material
in order to enable compensation of misalignments in
such bobbin tube support mechamisms 1s included
within the scope of the present invention.

The inventive tube support mechanisms provide ad-
vantages for winding both cylindrical and conical pack-
ages. In both cases, line contact is ensured in the contact
zone 109 between the bobbin tube or the package
wound thereupon and the rotatable or friction drive roll
and the inventive body of resiliently compressible or
deformable material also tends to absorb small misalign-
ments and shocks during the winding operation,
thereby adapting to vibrations in the filament take-up
system.

The advantages of the invention appear in particular,

however, during the winding of conical packages, and
especially in cooperation with automatic piecing sys-
tems for spinning machines of the type as disclosed, for
example, in European Patent No. 127,017. In such
thread take-up systems, withdrawal of the thread from
a spinning unit after piecing is effected by a withdrawal
system such as, for example, a pair of rotatable with-
drawal rolls which operate at a predetermined rota-
tional speed independently of the thread take-up system.
A temporary thread store may be provided between the
withdrawal system and the thread take-up system. The
take-up speed immediately following contact of a coni-
cal bobbin tube with the rotatable or friction drive roll
may be very different, however, depending upon which
end of the bobbin tube initially contacts such drive roll.
This vanability can be substantially eliminated by en-
suring line contact.

The present approach is to be contrasted with an
alternative in which the rotatable or friction drive roll is
deliberately formed so as to contact only a localized
region of the bobbin tube such as described, for exam-
ple, in U.S. Pat. No. 4,266,734. The approach put for-
ward 1in the present application is particularly useful in
filament take-up systems of the type as described in U.S.
Pat. No. 4,415,125, which was granted on Nov. 15,
1983, to the Assignee of the instant application. In such
system contacts of both ends of the bobbin tube with the
friction drive roll is desirable. However, the damping
advantages of the inventive body of resiliently com-
pressible or deformable material are available even
where line contact is not required.

In addition to the inventive bobbin tube support
mechanism, the present invention also provides the
inventive bearing unit, a first and a modified embodi-
ment of which have been described hereinbefore with
reference to FIGS. 3 and 4. Such inventive bearing unit
102 or 102A comprises a pair of relatively rotatable
bearing elements, namely the inner bearing element or
race or ring 117 and the outer bearing element or race
or ring 118, a mounting member, namely the shell 124
and resilient means or a body 122 of resiliently com-
pressible or deformable material. Tlie resilient means or
" body 122 is located in a restricted space 121 formed
between the bearing elements 117, 118 and the shell or
mounting member 124 and retains the bearing elements
117, 118 in a predetermined disposition relative to the
shell or mounting member 124. Due to its resilient com-
pressibility, the resilient means or body 122 permits
adjustment of the bearing elements 117, 118 relative to
the shell or mounting member 124 within the limits
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determined by the compressibility or deformability of
the resilient means or body 122.

Many different types of bearings may be provided to
ensure relative rotatability of the bearing elements 117
and 118. For example, the bearing balls 120 shown in
FIG. 4 may be replaced by barrel elements, needles, or
a plane or journal bearing system. Clearly, the resilient
means or body 122 preferably coacts with only one of
the bearing elements 117 or 118 and the shell or mount-
ing member 124. In bearing constructions of the pres-
ently described type in which the bearing elements are
arranged as inner and outer bearing elements and the
inner bearing element is rotatable within the outer bear-
ing elements, the shell or mounting member may be
provided either within the inner bearing element or
around the outer bearing element, the latter arrange-
ment being illustrated in FIGS. 3 and 4. In the former
case, the resilient means or body of elastomeric, resil-
iently compressible material coacts with the inner bear-
ing element and the shell or mounting member, whereas
in the latter case, as illustrated, such resilient means or
body 122 coacts with the outer bearing element 118 and
the shell or mounting member 124.

The shell or mounting member 124 may be made of
sheet metal or other suitable casing material, e.g. syn-
thetic or plastic matenals. It may be formed in sections
of the type as described with reference to FIG. 4, or in
one piece. The sections may be joined in planes at right
angles to the bearing axis 112 as illustrated or in planes
containing such bearing axis.

It 1s not, however, essential to provide a special bear-
ing unit including a mounting member such as the shell
124 and the resilient means or ring 122 between the shell
or mounting member 124 and the bearing elements 117
and 118. An alternative arrangement as illusirated in
FIG. 6 1s used for supporting the smaller end of a coni-
cal bobbin tube, the larger end of which can be assumed
to be supported by a bearing unit 102 as shown in FIG.
3.

In FIG. 6, a bobbin tube support 60A contains a bob-
bin tube engaging disc 150 having a generally dish-
shaped body portion 152 with an outwardly projecting
flange 154 at the open side of the dish. During use, the
dish-shaped body portion 152 projects into the open end
of the bobbin tube until the axial end face of the bobbin
tube engages the flange 154.

The disc 150 1s mounted at the support arm (not
shown) of a cradle or bobbin tube support mechanism
by means of a connector comprising a connector pin
156 and a flange 158 at one end of the connector pin 156.
The flange 158 is secured by any conventional and
therefore not shown securing means to a cradle or sup-
port arm so that the longitudinal axis of the connector
pin 156 extends substantially parallel to the predeter-
mined roll axis of the rotatable or friction drive roll
(such as drive roll 116 in FIG. 3). The connector pin 156
projects

from its associated support arm towards the other
support arm (such as the support arm 128 in FIG. 3) of
the cradle or bobbin tube support mechanism 22. A
rotational bearing comprising, for example, inner and
outer bearing elements or races and ball bearings as
shown in FIG. 4, is generally indicated at 160. This
rotational bearing 160 is suitably secured to the connec-
tor pimn 156, for example, by press-fitting the inner bear-
ing element or race onto the outer substantially cylindri-

cal surface of the connector pin 156 as illustrated in
FIG. 6.
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Another type of securing connection is illustrated in

FIG. 7 which shows snap-fit connection means 135. A
connector pin 156A of the snap-fit connection means
155 is mounted at the associated support arm by means
of the flange 158 and contains a slot 157 and bulges 159
at its free and for retaining the bearing 160. The inner

bearing element or race of the bearing 160 forms a
mounting portion 156B of the snap-fit connection means
155.

A resilient means or ring 162 or body of porous elas-
tornerlc, resilient compresmble material, similar to the
ring 122 shown in FIG. 4, is inserted between the outer
“bearing element or race and the substantially cylindrical

surface of the dlsh-shaped body portion 152. The resil-
ient means or ring 162 can be adhesively bonded to the

associated surfaces or both these elements in order to
- retain the bobbm tube engaging disc 150 relatwe to the

bearing 160. |
" The resilient means or nng 162 functlons substantially

in the same manner as the ring 122 and enables limited

relative movement of the relatively rigid parts, in this
case the bobbin tube engaging disc 150 and the bearing
160, which adjoin the resilient means or ring 162. This
resilient means or ring 162 also absorbs and damps

~ shocks and vibrations transmitted from the contact zone

formed between the bobbin tube and the rotatable or

14

must be placed at a different location further back in the

cradle or bobbin tube support mechanism as shown In

'FIGS. 5A to 5F if the snap-fit connection means 155

and the connector pin 136A are intended to be main-

- tained.

The slot 157 of the connector pin 136A effectwely-
lies in a plane which should be disposed substantially at

- right angles to the length of the associated support arm

10

15

(not shown). Thus, the force urging the cradle support
arm towards the rotatable or friction drive roll does not
tend to release the coupling between the bearing or disc
unif and the associated support arm.

In the embodiments thus far described, the pores in

‘the body of the elastomeric, resiliently compressible

material provide “free space” between the relatively

- rigid parts which adjoin the body, i.e. the resilient
- means or ring 122, 162, as the case may be. The elasto-

20
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- friction drive roll. However, this arrangement is subject

‘to an additional problem which does not exist in the
arrangement shown in FIG. 3. Namely, the resilient
‘means or ring 162 also is required to transmit torque
from the bobbin tube engaging disc 150 to the outer
bearing element or race of the bearing 160. This may
lead to premature failure of the assembly if the resilient
means or ring 162 is unable to withstand the involved
loads or stresses. In such case the resilient means or ring
162 must be placed at a different assembly location at
which the resilient means or ring 162 is no longer re-
- quired to transmit torque, e.g. between the bearing 160

and the pin at the support arm instead of between the

- bearing and the bobbin tube or package, or still further
back in the cradle or bobbin tube support mechanism as
indicated in FIGS. 5A toSF.

In any event, the readily releasable snap-fit connec-
 tion means 155 provided between the bobbin tube en-

 gaging disc 150 and the support arm (not illustrated) as
illustrated in FIG. 7 is preferred due to the snap-fit
connection between the bearing 160 and the connector
pin 156A. This type of connection enables the tube
engaging disc 150 to be readily removed from the asso-
ciated support arm for clearance from any thread or the
“like which has penetrated into the space between the
bearing or disc unit formed by the tube engaging disc
150, the bearmg 160 and the resilient means or ring 162
~ as shown in FIGS. 6 and 7, and the associated support
arm. Such problem is particularly likely to arise at the
smaller end of a conical package.

Furthermore, at the smaller end of the conical bobbin
tube, a snap-fit element such as the connector pin 156A
is preferred to the snap-fit socket 114A shown in FIG.
3, because space is extremely scarce at the smaller cone

end. At the same time, a slightly loose fit of the bearing

or disc unit on the connector pin 156A is acceptable
- provided the bearing or disc unit is securely retained at
the associated support arm. Misalignments are then
taken up by the resilient means or ring 162, always
assuming that such resilient means or ring 162 1s able to

- withstand the rotational loading. If the latter require-

“ment is not fulfilled, the resilient means or body 162

30

meric or resiliently compressible material can be de-
formed to at least partially fill such free space by closing
some of the pores. There is thus permitted the required
relative positional adjustment between the first and
second relatively rigid parts in order to thereby enable
the desired line contact of the bobbin tube or the pack-

age wound thereupon with the rotatable or friction

drive roll.

If the resiliently compressible body does not contain

pores, there can be provided instead a series of ridges or
equivalent projections which engage the shell or-

“mounting member or the associated facing surface of

the bearing. Volume compressibility may then be en-
abled by deformation of the body of material into spaces
which exist between such ridges or projections. Such

 body of resiliently deformable material can also be used

35

in the bobbin tube support mechanisms of the type
shown in FIGS. 5A to 5F. .
Further embodiments containing free or restricted

- spaces to receive resiliently deformed body material
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will now be described with reference to the remaining
Figures, all of which show a shell or mounting member

like the shell or mounting member 124 of the bearing

unit 102A shown in FIG. 4. |
In a second exemplary embodiment of the inventive

bearing unit and the inventive tube support mechanism
‘'shown in FIG. 8, the shell or mounting member is again

indicated at 124 and made up by joining two sections or
halves in an annular median or joint zone 126. The
bearing unit 102B again comprises inner and outer bear-
ing elements or races 117 and 118, respectively, and ball
bearings 120, all as already shown in FIG. 4. Resilient

means in the form of a ring 164 is adjoined by two
relatively rigid parts, namely a first relatively rigid part
formed by the outer bearing element or race 118 of the
bearing unit 102B and a second relatively rigid part

formed by the shell or mounting member 124. The resil-
ient means or ring 164 is made of a compact body of
elastomer or resiliently deformable material, i.e. the
body of the resilient means or ring 164 does not contain

- pores like the resilient means or nng 122 illustrated in

FIGS. 3 and 4. | |

The resilient means or ring 164 has an annular groove
which is not specifically indicated and opens radially
inwardly between a pair of side flanges 166. The groove
receives the outer bearing element or race 118 of the
bearing unit 102B. The side flanges 166 are clamped
between the side walls or end faces 119 of the outer -
bearing element or race 118 and the associated side

walls of side flanges 125 of the shell or mounting mem-
ber 124
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The resilient means or ring 164 thus, as described
hereinbefore with reference to FIG. 4, is located in a
restricted space 121 defined between a first relatively
rigid part namely the outer bearing element or race 118
of the bearing unit 102B, and a second relatively rigid
part, namely the shell or mounting member 124, which
relatively rigid parts 118 and 124 adjoin the resilient
means or ring 164. The first relatively rigid part or outer
race 118 is movable in the restricted space 121 relative
to the second relatively rigid part or shell 124 under the
action of applied forces and against the bias or resilient
force of the resilient means or ring 164. The first rela-
tively rigid part or outer race 118 is held at a predeter-
mined disposition by the resilient means or ring 164 in
the unloaded condition, i.e. in the absence of applied
forces. Since the material of the resilient means or ring
164 has no pores and, therefore, the side flanges 166 are
resistant against deformation under forces which act
upon the bearing unit 102B substantially in axial direc-
tion. The bearing unit 102B and the shell or mounting
member 124 thus are firmly secured relative to each
other in the axial direction.

FIG. 8 1illustrates the bearing unmit 102B in its ‘“‘nor-
mal”’ or unloaded condition, i.e. in the absence of the
aforementioned applied forces. As viewed in section,
the radially outwardly facing surface of the resilient
means or ring 164 1s formed with a rounded apex 168 in
alignment with the annular median or joint zone 126 of
the shell or mounting member 124. Such outer surface
slopes away in both directions from the apex 168
towards the side flanges 125 of the shell 124. There are
thus defined two annular chambers or free spaces 170
and 172 between the resilient means or ring 164 and the
shell or mounting member 124 on either side of the
rounded apex 164.

Assuming that the bearing unit 102B of FIG. 8 is
substituted for the bearing unit 102 in a cradle or bobbin
tube support mechanism 22 of the type shown in FIG. 3,
all other parts remain the same. The support arm 128 is
now applying a weighting force to the shell or mount-
ing member 124, urging the bobbin tube 144 down-
wardly as viewed in FIG. 3 and into contact with the
rotatable or friction drive roll 116. The stub shaft 110 of
the tube receiving plate or disc 100 is applying an op-
posing reaction force to the bearing unit 102B. The
upper portion of the resilient means or ring 164 is
squeezed between the outer bearing element or race 118
and the shell or mounting member 124. At first, the
forces act wholly in the narrow strip of contact between
the apex 168 and the shell or mounting member 124 at
the top of the bearing unit 102B as viewed in FIG. 3.
The apex 168, therefore, is squashed in this contact strip
and the required deformation of the resilient means or
ring 164 is effected by bulging of the resilient means or
ring 164 into the annular chambers or free spaces 170
and 172.

If the support arm 128 happens to be supporting an
end of the bobbin tube 144 which comes into contact
with the rotatable or the friction drive roll 116 before
the other tube end, then the total weighting force ap-
plied to the cradle or bobbin tube support mechanism 22
will be acting in the contact strip just described. The
degree of deformation of the resilient means or ring 164
will be correspondingly great, and deformation will
continue until one of two results is achieved:

(1) the other end of the bobbin tube 144 comes into
contact with the rotatable or friction drive roll 116 and
the total weighting force is shared between the cradle
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or support arms 28 and 38. This would represent a de-
sired result;

(i1) the uppermost portions of the annular chambers
170 and 172 in the upper region of the bearing unit 102B
are filled with the resiliently deformable material by
deformation of the resilient means or ring 164 from its
normal position so that the resilient means or ring 164
cannot be further deformed. This would represent an
undesired resulit.

In the latter case, either the cradle or bobbin tube
support mechanism 22 should be readjusted to reduce
misalignment and hence the degree of compensation
demanded from the resilient means or ring 164. Other-
wise, the bearing unit 102B must be re-designed to pro-

vide a greater restricted space 121 between the outer
bearing element or race 118 and the shell or mounting

member 124 of the bearing unit 102B and hence a
greater restricted space 121 for accommodating the

deformation of the resilient means or ring 164. FIGS. 9
and 10 show a solution for this type of problem

The bearing unit 102C shown in FIG. 10 is con-
structed and operates substantially in the same basic
manner as the bearing unit 102B shown in FIG. 8 so that
the foregoing basic description of the components and
their principle of operation also applies to the embodi-
ment 1illustrated in FIG. 10 which shows a third exem-
plary embodiment of the inventive bearing unit and thus
a third exemplary embodiment of the inventive bobbin
tube support mechanism. The main body of the resilient
means or ring 176, however, is formed as an arch as
viewed in the cross-section shown in FIG. 9. The arch
has a side flange 166A. at each end and these side flanges
166A also define the lateral boundaries of an annular
groove recelving an outer bearing element or race 118.
Normally, 1.e. before deformation of the resilient means
or ring 176, the axial edges of the outer race 118 engage
the internal ends of the arch as shown in FIG. 10.

Accordingly, before contact of the bobbin tube 144
with the rotatable or friction drive roil 116, three annu-
lar chambers are defined between the radially out-
wardly facing, substantially cylindrical surface of the
outer bearing element or race 118 and the radially in-
wardly facing, substantially cylindrical surface of the
shell or mounting member 124, namely the annular
chambers or free spaces 170A and 172A corresponding
with the chambers 170 and 172 shown in FIG. 8, and the
additional chamber or free space 174 present between
the arch and the outer race 118. Deformation of the
resilient means or ring 176 can be continued until the
arch is squashed flat in one region thereof around its
periphery.

The arch shown 1n FIGS. 9 and 10 represents a pre-
ferred embodiment. By way of example only, the angle
X in FIG. 9 may be in the range of about 20° to about
25° and the angle Y in the range or about 13° to about
18° .

The apex 168A of the arch preferably contacts the
shell or mounting member 124 around its full circumfer-
ence so that the outer bearing element or race 118 and
the shell or mounting member 124 which constitute first
and second relatively rigid parts adjoining the resilient
means or ring 176, adopt a defined relative position
substantially in radial direction before a load or force is
applied to the bearing unit 102C. This is not essential,
however; a small gap might be left to be taken up by
deformation of the resilient means or ring 176.

As shown in FIG. 10, each side flange 166A can be
formed as an “auxiliary arch” opening outwardly sub-
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stantially in the axial direction with the formation of a
further free space 173. This auxiliary arch or further

free space 173 can be designed to give some degree of
freedom for relative displacement of the outer bearing

element or race 118 and the shell or mounting member
124 substantially in the axial direction, while being suffi-
ciently stiff to strongly resist such displacement. The
bearing axis 112 of the bearing unit 102C thus tends to
be held in a desired alignment relative to the shell or
mounting member 124, but some “‘give” or yield 1s in-
serted if required by the auxiliary arches or further free

10

spaces 173. Where posmble, the side flanges 166A are

made solid.
FIGS. 11A and 11B 1llustrate a fourth embodiment of

the inventive bearing unit and thus of the inventive
bobbin tube support mechanism and only show the top
portion of a bearing unit 102D in the absence and in the

presence of an applied force or load, respectively. The

parts indicated at 118, 119, 121, 124, 125 and 126 corre-
spond with respect to structure and function to the
equally numbered parts in FIGS. 3, 4, and 8 to 10. A
resilient means or ring 180 has a substantially central,
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thermore, initial clamping of the side flanges 166C be- |
tween the shell or mounting member 124 and the outer -
bearing element or race 118 eliminates part of therr
resilience even if such side flanges 166C are made of a
porous, resiliently compressible material. However, the

“embodiments of FIGS. 8, 10 and 11 are preferred, be-

cause the related resilient means or rings 164, 176 and

182 can be designed to give optimum relative location
of the outer bearing element or race 118 and the shell or
mounting member 124 substantially in the axial direc-
tion, which is desirable in itself and also facilitates accus-

rate assembly of the whole related bearing units.
Approximately equal freedom for relative displace-
ment substantially in all radial directions is a desirable

feature of the inventive bearing unit, if only because the .
angular orientation of such bearing unit at the time of
mounting in the cradle or bobbin tube support mecha-

‘nism is then irrelevant. However, freedom of relative

movement substantially in all radial directions is not
actually essential to the invention. Considering the em-

- bodiments shown in FIGS. 3, 8 and 10, the resilient

outwardly projecting ridge 182 engaging the shell or

mounting member 124 in the annular median or joint
‘region 126 The width of the ridge 182 represents about

4 to about 3 the axial length of the resilient means or

- ring 180 in the non-deformed condition, 1.e. in the ab-
sence of weighting forces acting upon the bobbin tube
(FIG. 11A). The height of the ridge 182 then represents
about 4 to about 3 the radial thickness of the resilient
means or ring 180 with the exception of the side flanges

25

means or ring 122, 164 or 176 does not rotate during use
and, therefore, is compressed significantly only in one
relatively limited region around its periphery. The re-
quired freedom also could be provided by a localized,

~ resilient cushion. Essentially, the resilient means body |

30

of resiliently compressible or deformable material,
whatever its form and wherever it may be located in the

- cradle or bobbin tube support mechanism, must be able

to give or yield to a limited degree in a direction sub-

~stantially parallel to the vector of reaction forces. Such

~ 166B clamped between the axial walls or side flanges

125 of the shell or mounting member 124 and the end
faces 119 of the outer bearing element or race 118.
In the presence of apphed or weighting forces (FIG.

~ 11B), the ridge 182 is squashed between the substan-

tially cylindrical wall of the shell or mounting member
124 and the outer bearing element or race 118, and
“shoulders” form on the main body of the resilient
means or ring 180. |

'FIG. 12 shows an alternative arrangement or bobbin

35

tube support 60B suitable for the smaller end of a coni-

“cal bobbin tube and alternative to the bobbin tube sup-
port 60A shown in FIG. 6. The support arm (not

shown) again carries a socket 114A which recetves the 45
bearing unit 102 which may have the construction of

any one of the bearing units 102 to 102D shown in
- FIGS. 3, 4, 8, 10 and 11. The bobbin tube engaging disc
190 of the present bearing unit 102 is of thin-walled
design and a correspondingly strong material, e.g. steel
is selected therefor. The disc 190 has a flange 192 pro-

reaction forces are generated at the contact zone 109
between the rotatable or friction drive roll 116 and the -
bobbin tube 144, as shown in FIG. 3, in response to
applied or weighting forces generated by the cradle or

tube support mechanism 22. The limited give or yield of
the resilient means or ring in the direction substantially

parallel to the vector of these reaction forces urges the
bobbin tube 144 into line contact with the rotatable or
friction drive roll 116 in the region of the contact zone

109. | |
The reaction forces referred to above will act along a

line 111 connecting the predetermined roll axis 113 and

the contact zone 109 between the rotatable or friction
drive roll 116 and the bobbin tube 144. This contact

zone 109 will vary slightly during a winding operation. -
This variation is partly due to a change in the geometry

- of the system as a package builds up on the bobbin tube

50

viding extra protection against penetration of threads

into the region of the bearing 1f such threads slip off the

‘end of the bobbin tube.
It will be noted that the resilient means or rings 164
and 176 as shown in FIGS. 8 and 10 are specifically

- formed to give preferential directions of relative dis-

placement of the outer bearing element or race 118 and
‘the shell or mounting member 124, which constitute the
two relatively rigid parts adjoining the resilient means
or ring 164 or 176. Such preferential direction of rela-
tive displacement extends substantially radially to the
bearings or tube rotation axis 112. The embodiment of
FIG. 3 is similar in this respect, in that the wall thick-
ness of the side flanges 166C is much less than the thick-
ness of the main body of the resilient means or ring 122,
-and therefore provides much less freedom substantially
for relative axial movement of the adjoining parts. Fur-
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144 and the support arms 28 and 38, see FIG. 1, are
pivoted back from the rotatable or friction drive roll

116. This variation is also partly due to the difference in

consistency of a filament, especially a yarn or thread
package as compared with the bobbin tube 144. Usually .
it will be particularly important to ensure line contact

‘between the rotatable or friction drive roll 116 and the
‘bobbin tube 144 at the start of package winding opera-

tion and through a short period thereafter during which

the bobbin tube 144 is covered by only a thin layer of

filament, especially yarn or thread windings. However,

‘it is generally advantageous to ensure that resilient de-

formation is possible at all stages of the package wind-
ing eperatlon |
The provision of the resﬂlent means Or ring 122, 162
164, 176 and 182 encircling the tube rotation axis at least
as far as such axis is effectively defined by the bearing
axis 112 as shown in FIG. 3, serves to dampen or absorb

-~ shocks and vibrations arising at the contact zone 109 -

between the bobbin tube 144 or the package wound
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thereupon and the rotatable or friction drive roll 116.
Shocks and vibrational forces may act in any direction
substantially transverse to the length of the bobbin tube
144,

As described briefly hereinbefore with reference to
FIGS. 1 and 2 and as i1s well known in the package
winding art, the support arms 28 and 38 apply substan-
tially axial forces for retaining the bobbin tube 44 in 1ts
holders. By restricting the freedom of movement of the
outer bearing element or race 118 or the bearing ele-
ments 117 and 118 relative to the shell or mounting
member 124 (FIG. 3) substantially in the axial direction,
the substantially axial holding forces are effectively
transferred to the bobbin tube 44 or 144 via the tube
supports 60 and the tube receiving plates or discs 100.

In fact, it is not essential to provide any freedom of
relative displacement between the bearing elements and
the shell or mounting member along the bearing axis
112, provided the required freedom for substantially
radial relative displacement is ensured. Thus, the illus-

trated side flanges 166, 166A, 166B and 166C on the
resilient means or rings 122, 162, 164, 176 and 182 could
be eliminated, however, the thus resulting bearing unit
may prove more difficult to assemble. This might be
overcome, however, by securing the resilient means or
ring to the outer bearing element or race 118 prior to
assembly with the shell or mounting member 124.

Even if the resilient means or ring 122 162 164 176
and 182 surrounds the bearing axis 112, as illustrated,
such resilient or ring means 1S not necessarily made in
one piece, however, assembly of sections may also
prove relatively difficuit. If such sections are used, cir-
cumferential gaps could be left therebetween. Such
resilient means or ring could be provided, for example,
by a hose structure having a flexible wall. In any event,
the “single apex” 168 or 168A respectively shown in
FIGS. 8 and 10 1s not essential: a double apex with an
intervening trough or a double arch also can be pro-
vided.

It will be noted that the resilient means or ring 122,
162, 164, 176 and 182 tends to hold the outer bearing
element or race 118 or the bearing elements 117 and 118
In a predetermined standard position relative to the shell
or mounting member 124 when the bearing units 102 to
102D are unloaded, and tends to return the aforemen-
tioned bearing elements 117, 118 to such predetermined
disposition as the load is removed. The shell or mount-
ing member 124 effectively forms a means limiting free-
dom of movement of the bearing elements 117, 118 into
the restricted space 121. The resilient means or ring 122,
162, 164, 176 and 182 is provided within such restricted
space 121 in order to hold the bearing elements 117, 118
in the aforementioned predetermined disposition rela-
tive to the shell or mounting member 124. Freedom of
movement 1s much more closely restricted substantially
in the axial direction than substantially in the radial
direction.

It will also be noted that in view of the permitted
freedom of movement, pivoted movement of the shell
or mounting member 124 within its receiving socket
114A is unnecessary. The socket 114A can be arranged
to firmly grip the shell or mounting member 124, while
permitting its removal and replacement by a snap-fit
action.

The invention, of course, is not limited to the provi-
sion of the resilient means or ring 122, 162, 164, 176 and
182 between the bearing elements 117, 118 and the shell
or mounting member 124. Clearly, similar effects could
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be achieved by providing the resilient means or ring
between a sleeve and the inner bearing element or race
117 of the bearing, in which case the sleeve preferably
has outwardly projecting flanges cooperating with the
inner bearing element or race 117 in order to restrict
movement thereof.

When the resilient means or body 130, 134, 136, 140,
142 and 144 1s provided at a different location in the
cradle or bobbin tube support mechanism 22, e.g. as

indicated the sketches in FIGS. SA to SF, the relatively

rigid parts adjoining such resilient means or body may
be formed so as to more strongly restrict freedom of
relative movement substantially in the axial direction
than substantially in the radial direction, and/or such
resilient means or body itself may be provided with a
directional preferential resilient compressibility or de-

formability.

The substantially axial movement permitted for the
bearing elements 117 and 118 in the exemplary embodi-
ments of the inventive bearing unit 102 to 102D shown

in FIGS. 3, 8, 10 and 11 can be made very small, 1.e. 0.2
to 0.3 mm or less. Each bearing unit 102 to 102D can be
constructed and arranged to provide more than 1.5 mm
substantially radial movement, although advantages can
still be achieved with lesser radial freedom, e.g. 0.5 mm
and above.

The resiliently compressible material selected for the
resilient means or rings 162, 176 and 182 shown in
FIGS. §, 10 and 11 may have a Shore hardness in the
range 25+5%. A lower hardness results in advantages
with respect to compressibility or deformability, how-
ever very soft rubbery types of materials with a Shore
hardness in the range of 15 to 20 are difficult to process
and subject to aging; such materials, therefore, are not
readily commercially available. However, it is not nec-
essary to use the very soft rubbery materials because the
geometry of the resilient means or ring 164, 176 and 182
can be adapted, as shown by the illustrated embodi-
ments, such as to give the desired performance.

While there are shown and described present pre-
ferred embodiments of the invention, it is to be dis-
tinctly understood that the invention i1s not limited
thereto but may be otherwise variously embodied and
practiced within the scope of the following claims.
Accordingly,

What we claim i1s:

1. A yarn take-up system for winding a filament,
especially a yarn or thread into a package on a bobbin
tube, comprising:

a rotatable roll rotatable about a predetermined roll

axis;

a bobbin tube support mechanism supporting the
bobbin tube and the package wound thereupon and
urging said bobbin tube or package wound there-
upon into engagement with said rotatable roll in a
predetermined contact zone of said rotatable roll;

said bobbin tube support mechanism containing
means defining a tube rotation axis for said bobbin
tube supported by said bobbin tube support mecha-
nism;

said tube rotation axis of said bobbin tube supported
by said bobbin tube support mechanism, extending
approximately parallel to said predetermined roll
axis;

said bobbin tube support mechanism further contain-
ing resilient means and a predetermined number of
relatively rigid parts adjoining said resilient means;
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said resilient means permitting relative displacement
of said relatively rigid parts adjoining said resilient
means; and
said relatwely rigid parts and said resﬂ1ent means
being constructed and arranged such that said resil-
lent means possesses at least one inherently pre-
- ferred direction of deformability such as to permit

a greater extent of relative displacement of said
relatively rigid parts in directions directed substan-
tially parallel to a connecting line connecting said
predetermined roll axis and said contact zone of
said roll than in directions substantially parallel to
sald approximately parallel predetermmed roll axis
and tube rotation axis.
2. The yarn take-up system as deﬁned in claim 1,
wherein: |

said relatively ngtd parts and said resilient means of
-~ satd bobbin tube support mechanism interact with

one another to affect deformation of the resilient
means such as to permit a greater extent of relative
displacement in all directions directed substantially
radial to said tube rotation axis than in directions
directed substanttally parallel to sald tube rotatlon
- axis.
3 The yarn take up system as defined in claim 2,
wherein: . | |
~ said resilient means compnse a resilient ring encir-
cling said tube rotation axis.
4. The yarn take-up system as defined in claim 3,
whereln :

10

15

20

25

30

“said means defining said tube rotation axis comprises

a bearing defining one of the relatively rlgld parts;

‘and
said resilient ring encu'ehng said bearing.
5. The yarn take-up system as deﬁned in claim 1,
“wherein:
said bobbin tube support mechamsm eontammg at
least one support arm;
sald at least one support arm bemg provided W1th
snap-fit connection means for connection between
said at least one support arm and said means defin-
ing said tube rotation axis. - |
- 6. The yarn take-up system as defined in claim S,
wherein: -
said snap-fit connection means comprises a socket
‘mounted at said at least one support arm;
said means defining said tube rotatlen axis contammg
a mounting portlon and
said socket receiving said mounting portion of said
means defining said tube rotation axis.
-7. The yarn take-up system as defined in claim §,
wherein: |
- said snap-fit connection means contains a connector
~_pin mounted at said at least one support arm;
said means defining said tube rotation axis containing
©a mountmg portion; and
said mounting portion ﬁttmg on said connector pin ef
said snap-fit connection means.
| 8. The yarn take-up system as defined in claim 1
~ wherein: |

said predetermined number or relatwely rigid parts

adjoining said resilient means of said bobbin tube
support meehamsm constltute two relatively rigid
- parts; |
- said resilient means being constructed such as to hold
- a first one of said two relatively rigid parts in a
~ predetermined disposition relative to a second one
of said two relatively rigid parts; and
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said second relatively nigid part defining a restricted
space within which said first relatively rigid part is
movable away from said predetermined dlsposmon’ |
against a bias applied by said resilient means in said
at least one inherently preferred direction of de-
formability.

9. The yarn take-up system as deﬁned n clalm 8,

wherein:

said second relatively rigid part defines said restricted
space such that said restricted space is more closely
restricted in directions directed substantially paral-
lel to said tube rotation axis than in directions di-
rected substantially paraliel to said connecting line
connecting said predetermined roll axis and said
contact zone of said rotatable roll in order to im-
part to said resilient means said at least one inher-

ently preferred direction of deformability extend-
ing substantially parallel to said cennectlng line.

10 The yarn take-up system as defined in claim 8,
wherein: -

said res111ent means 1s deformable in preselected di-
rections; |

said resxhent means being relatlvely easily deformable -
in said preselected directions extending substan-
tially parallel to said connecting line and defining
said at least one inherently preferred direction of
deformability; and | -

said resilient means being relatwely resistant against
deformation in directions extendmg substantially
parallel to said tube rotation axis. -

11. In a bobbin tube support mechanism for a take-up

system for winding a filament, especially a yarn or
‘thread into a package on a bobbin tube and in which

take-up system the bobbin tube or package forming

thereupon engages a rotatable roll, the combination of: -

means for supporting a bobbin tube;

a rotatable roll with which engages the bobbin tube

or package forming thereon;

said means for supporting a bobbin tube compnslng a
resiliently compressible body and means for hous-
ing said resiliently compressible body such as to
influence the compression thereof in a predetermi-
nate manner; |

means for producing a force for compressing said
resiliently compressible body; and

said resiliently compressible body being resiliently

compressible under the action of said force-pro-
ducing means and in coacting with said housing
means in order to impart to said resiliently com-
pressible body at least one inherently preferred
direction of compression such that the bobbin tube
or the package forming thereupon are in line
contact with at least a plurality of 5paced regions of
~ the rotatable roll.

12. In a bobbin tube support mechanism for a take-up |
system 1n which a filament, especially a yarn or thread
is wound up into a package on a bobbin tube and the
bobbin tube or the package wound thereupon engages
an associated region of a drive roll, the combination of:

at least one support arm for supporting the bobbin -

tube or the package wound thereupon; |
a rotatable drive roll which engages the bobbin tube
or package wound thereupon; |

mounting means rotatably mounting the bobbin tube
at said at least one support arm for rotation about
an axis of rotation:

said mounting means comprising resilient means and

means for enclosing said resilient means such as to



4,848,686

23

influence deformability thereof in a predetermined
manner;

said resilient means possessing a predetermined resil-
1ency;

sald enclosing means coacting with said resilient
means to impart thereto at least one inherently
preferred direction of deformability which extends
substantially radially with respect to the axis of
rotation of the bobbin tube;

24

said support means being subdivided into at least two
support sections;

said resilient means being interposed between said at
least two support sections of said support means;
and

said at least two support sections constituting said
two relatively rigid parts adjoining said resilient
means on opposite sides thereof.

19. The combination as defined in claim 13, further

means for producing a force for deforming said resil- 10 including:

lent means;

said resilient means permitting adjustment of said
bobbin tube, which 1s rotatably mounted at said at
least one support arm, relative to said drive roll
within the limits of said predetermined resiliency of
said resilient means deformable under the action of
said force-producing means in order to thereby
maintain proper driving alignment of the bobbin
tube or the package wound thereupon with the
associated region of said drive roll.

13. The combination as defined in claim 12, wherein:

sald means for enclosing said resilient means comprise
two relatively rigid parts;

said two relatively rigid parts adjoining said resilient
means on opposite sides thereof;

said drive roll defining a predetermined roll axis; and

said resilient means permitting said adjustment by
displacement of said relatively rigid parts relative
to each other at least in a direction substantially
transverse to said predetermined roll axis and gov-
erned by said at least one inherently preferred di-
rection of deformability of the resilient means.

14. The combination as defined in claim 13, further

including:

support means supporting said at least one support
arm;

said at least one support arm being subdivided into at
least two support arm sections;

said resilient means being interposed between said at
least two support arm sections; and

said at least two support arm sections constituting
said two relatively rigid parts adjoining said resil-
ient means on opposite sides thereof.

15. The combination as defined in claim 13, further

including:

support means supporting said at least one support
arm;

a bearing member and a pivot pin associated with said
support means and conjointly constituting a pivot
bearing for pivotably mounting said support
means;

said resilient means constituting a resilient sleeve
having an inner wall and an outer wall; and

said bearing member and said pivot pin constituting
said two relatively rigid parts adjoining said resil-
ient sleeve on said opposite sides thereof which are
formed by the inner wall and the outer wall of said
resilient sleeve.

16. The combination as defined in claim 15, wherein:

said pivot pin is connected with said support means.

17. The combination as defined in claim 15, wherein:

said bearing member is formed by the wall of a bore
in said support means.

18. The combination as defined in claim 13, further

including:

support means supporting said at least one support
arm;
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support means supporting said at least one support
arm;

said resilient means interconnecting said support
means and said at least one support arm; and

said support means and said at least one support arm
constituting said two relatively rigid parts adjoin-
ing said resilient means at said opposite sides
thereof.

20. The combination as defined in claim 13, wherein:

sald at least one support arm carries a tube support for

the bobbin tube;

sald tube support being part of said mounting means;
and

said resilient means cooperating with said tube sup-
port.

21. The combination as defined in claim 20, wherein:

saild tube support contains a support member
mounted at said at least one support arm;

sald resilient means being interposed between said
support member and said at least one support arm;
and

said support member and said at least one support
arm constituting said two relatively rigid parts
adjolning said resiiient means at said opposite sides
thereof.

22. The combination as defined in claim 20, wherein;:

said tube support contains a bearing unit rotatably
supporting the bobbin tube;

sald tube support containing a mounting portion for
mounting said bearing unit;

said resilient means being interposed between said
bearing unit and said mounting portion of said tube
support; and

said bearing unit and said mounting portion of said
tube support constituting said two relatively rigid
parts adjoining said resilient means on said opposite
sides thereof.
23. The combination as defined in claim 20, wherein:
said tube support contains a bearing unit rotatably
supporting said bobbin tube at said tube support;
sald bearing unit defining said enclosing means for
sald resilient means;

sald bearing unit comprises a mounting member for
mounting said bearing unit and said tube support;

said mounting member constitutes a shell;

said bearing unit further comprising a predetermined
number of bearing elements rotatable relative to
each other about a bearing rotational axis which
defines a tube rotation axis;

said resilient means being interposed between said
shell and said predetermined number of bearing
elements; and

said shell and said predetermined number of bearing
elements constituting said two relatively rigid parts
adjoining said resilient means on said opposite
sides.

24. The combination as defined in claim 23, wherein:
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| said shell at least circumferentially extending around
said predetermined number of bearing elementsina
‘spaced relationship defining a space therebetween;
“said resilient means being located at least at predeter-
mined circumferential locations between said shell 5
and said predetermmed number of bearing ele-
ments; and

said resilient means permlttlng said adjustment of said
bobbin tube relative to said drive roll and in order
to thereby maintain said proper driving alignment 10
between said bobbin tube rotation axis with said
associated region of said drive roll, by permitting
displacement of said predetermined number of
bearing elements and said shell relative to each

"~ other. 15

25. The combination as defined in claim 24, wherein:
said shell constitutes a circumferential shell;

said predetermined number of bearing elements com- .

prising at least one preselected bearing element;

said resilient means being located at least at said pre- 20

determined circumferential locations between said
.circumferential shell and said at least one prese-

- lected bearing element; and
said resilient means permitting as said displacement, a
‘displacement of said predetermined number of 25
bearing elements relative to said circumferential
shell substantially in radial direction with respect
" to said bearing rotational axis.
26. The combination as defined in claim 24, wherein:
said shell contains at least one side flange; - 30
said redetermined number of bearing elements com-
~ prising at least one preselected bearing element;
said at least one preselected bearing element possess-
~ ing two end faces; |
said at least one side flange of said shell extending in 35
 a spaced relationship to one of said two end faces of
said at least one preselected bearing element;
- said resilient means being located at least at said pre-
determined circumferential locations between said
shell and said at least one preselected bearing ele- 40
ment and between said at least one side flange of
said shell and said one end face of said at least one
preselected bearing element; |
- said resilient means permitting as said displacement, a
displacement of said predetermined number of 45
bearing elements and said shell relative to each
. other substantially in radial direction with respect
~ to said bearing rotational axis; and
said resilient means permititing a further displacement
~ of said predetermined number of bearing elements 50
and said at least one side flange of said shell relative
to each other substantially in a direction parallel to
said bearing rotational axis.
27. The combination as defined in claim 25, wherein:

said resilient means constitute a body of resiliently 55 '

deformable material possessmg a predetermined
~ deformability; and
- said body of resﬂlently defermable material permit-

- ting said displacement within the limits of said

predetermined deformability of said body of said 60

- resiliently deformable material.
28. The combination as defined in claim 27, wherein:
“said body of resiliently deformable material consti-
~ tutes a porous body of resiliently compressible
material pessessmg a predetermined compressibil- 65
ity; |
‘said porous body of resiliently cempre531ble material,
at least at said predetermined circumferential loca-

26

tions, substantially filling the space between said

circumferential shell and said at least one prese- '

lected bearing element; and

- said porous body of resiliently compressible material

permitting said displacement of said predetermined
number of bearing elements and said circumferen-
tial shell relative to each other in said substantially
radial direction with respect to said bearing rota-
tional axis within the limits of said predetermined
compressibility which defines said predetermined
deformability.
29. The combination as defined in claim 27 wherein:
said body of resiliently deformable material consti-
tutes a compact body of elastomer; |
said compact body of elastomer defining at least. one-
free space between said compact body of elastomer
and a desired one of said circumferential shell or
said at least one preselected bearing element; and
said compact body of elastomer permitting said dis-

- placement within the limits of said predetermined
deformability of said compact body of elastomer
into said at least one free space defined between
said compact body of elastomer and a desired one -
of said circumferential shell and said at least one
preselected bearing element.

30. The combination as defined in claim 26 wherein:

said body of resiliently deformable material consti-

tutes a porous body of resiliently compressible
material possessing a predetermined compressibil-

ity;

least at said predetermined circumierential material at

least at siad predetermined circumferential loca-
tions, substantially filling the space between said
shell and said at least one preselected bearing ele-
ment; |

sald porous body of resiliently compressible material
further substantially filling the space between said
at least one side flange of said shell and said one end
face of said at least one preselected bearing ele-
ment; -

sald porous body of resiliently compressible material
permitting said displacement within the limits of
said predetermined compressibility which defines
said predetermined deformability; and

said porous body of resiliently compressible material

permitting as said further displacement, a restricted
displacement of said predetermined number of
bearing elements and said at least one side flange of
said shell relative to each other in said substantially
parallel direction with respect to said bearing rota-
tional axis within the limits of said predetermined
compressibility which defines said predetermined
deformability.

31. The combination as defined in claim 30, wherein:

said body of resiliently deformable material constl-
futes a porous body of resiliently compressible
material possessing a predetermined compresmbﬂ-
ity;

said porous body of resiliently compressible matenal
at least at said predetermined circumferential loca-
tions, substantially filling the space between said
shell and said at least one preselected bearing ele-
ment;

- said porous body of resiliently compressible material

further substantially filling the space between said
at least one side flange of said shell and said one end
face of said at least one preselected bearing ele-
ment;
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said porous body of resiliently compressible material
permitting said displacement within the limits of
said predetermined compressibility which defines
said predetermined deformability; and

said porous body of resiliently compressibility mate-
rial permitting as said further displacement, a re-
stricted diplacement of said predetermined number
of bearing elements and said at least one side flange
of said shell relative to each other in said substan-
tially parallel direction with respect to said bearing
rotational axis within the limits of said predeter-
mined compressibility which defines said predeter-
mined deformability.

32. The combination as defined in claim 26, wherein:

sald body of resiliently deformable material consti-
tutes a compact body of elastomer possessing a
prdetermined deformability;

sald compact body of elastomer at least at said prede-
termined circumferential locations defining at least
one free space between said compact body of elas-
tomer and a desired one of said shell and said at
least one preselected bearing element;

sald compact body of elastomer defining at least one
further free space between said compact body of
elastomer and a desired one of said side flange of
said shell and said end face of said at least one
preselected bearing element;

said compact body of elastomer permitting said dis-
placement within the limits of said predetermined
deformability of said compact body of elastomer
into said at least one said free space defined be-
tween sald compact body of elastomer and said
desired one of said shell and said at least one prese-
lected bearing element; and

said compact body of elastomer permitting as said

further displacement, a restricted displacement of

sald predetermined number of bearing elements
and said at least one side flange of said shell relative
to each other in said substantially parallel direction

to said bearing rotational axis within the limits of

said predetermined deformability of said compact
body of elastomer into said at least one further free
space defined between said compact body of elas-
tomer and said desired one of said at least one side
flange of said shell and said one end face of said at
least one preselected bearing element.

33. The combination as defined in claim 24, wherein:

said shell contains at least one side flange:;

sald predetermined number of bearing elements com-
prising at least one preselected bearing element;
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sald at least one preselected bearing element possesses
two end faces;

said at least one side flange extending in a spaced
relationship to one of said two end faces of said at
least one preselected bearing element;

said resilient means constituting a compact body of
elastomer possessing a predetermined deformabil-
1ty;

said compact body of elastomer being located at least
at predetermined circumferential locations be-
tween said shell and said at least one preselected
bearing element;

said compact body of elastomer further being located
between said at least one side flange of said shell
and said one end face of said at least one prese-
lected bearing element;

said compact body of elastomer at least at said prede-
termined circumferential locations, defining at least
one free space between said compact body of elas-
tomer and a desired one of said shell and said at
least one preselected bearing element;

saild compact body of elastomer substantially filling
the space between said at least one side flange of
said shell and said one end face of said at least one
preselected bearing element; and

said compact body of elastomer permitting as said
displacement, a displacement of said predetermined
number of bearing elements and said shell relative
to each other substantially in radial direction with
respect to sald bearing rotational axis within the
limits of said predetermined deformability which
defines said predetermined resiliency of said com-
pact body of elastomer into said at least one free
space defined between said compact body of elas-
tomer and said desired one of said shell and said at
least one preselected bearing element.

34. The combination as defined in claim 13, further

comprising;:

support means supporting at least one support arm;

said at least one support arm constituting two support
arms; and

said support means constitutes a yoke from which
said two support arms extend substantially parallel
to each other.

35. The combination as defined in claim 34, wherein:

each one of said two support arms i1s provided with
said resilient means; and

each one of said two support arms containing said
two relatively rigid parts adjoining said resilient

mceans.
¥ x  x  x %
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