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[57) ~ ABSTRACT

A lid for cooking utensils such as a frying pan, pot, or
the like is provided in which the lid has a dished config-
uration, generally smoothly dished towards a central
region such that the lid may be accommodated on a
wide variety of different pots and pans. The lid has
perforations in the operatively lowermost region
thereof to allow liquids thereon to drain into a pot or

~ pan 1n use. Associated with each perforation is a shield
- member located thereover so that direct passage of

liquids or solids through the perforations is substantially

| - prevented while passage of gasses is free. There may be

only one shield member for all the perforations and a

centrally located handle is generally provided.

10 Claims, 1 Drawing Sheet
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. 1 ,
~ LID FOR COOKING UTENSILS
FIELD OF THE INVENTION

- This invention relates to a lid for a cookmg utensil )
such as a pot, frying pan, roasting pan or the like and,

~ more particularly, the invention relates to a lid havmg

~ perforations therethrough to allow for the escape of

. steam and other gaseous products while being designed
“to substantially maintain hiquids within the cookmg 10

utensil during use.

| BACKGROUND TO THE INVENTION

Numerous different shapes and configurations of
perforated lids for cooking utensils have been proposed 3
and manufactured. Many of these operate effectively to
greater or lesser extents and, in particular, a cooking lid
- patented by myself under South African Patent No..

. 83/8628 has proved to be highly successful in use.
- Many of the more effective perforated lids of this 20
nature are composed of two shell elements which are
often fixed in relationship to each other but, in some
cases, such as i1n the case of my earlier patent are releas-
‘ably held together. | |

A construction such as this is costly in view of the 25
fact that two complete shell members are required par-
‘ticularly since stainless steel, which is costly, is the

preferred material of manufacture.

It is the object of this invention to provide a simpli-
fied and therefore less costly lid for cooking utensils
wlnch will operate effectively in use.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

1In accordance with this invention there is provided a
lid for cooking utensils comprising a single lid member
 having a dish configuration such that, in the operative
orientation, a central zone thereof is lower than the
remainder of the lid, perforations through the lid mem-
~ ber in said central zone, and at least one shield member
spaced upwardly from said perforations and supported
relative to the lid member by one or more stand mem- -
- bers, the shield members being adapted to substantially
shield the perforations in use from direct passage of
liquids out of the perforations while allowing the free

escape of gas past such shield members,

- Further features of the invention provide for the lid
member to be smoothly dished towards a central zone
- in which a plurality of perforations encircle the centre

- of the lid; for the centre of the lid to have an attachment
of a single upwardly extending stand member support- 50
ing a single disc-like shield member at a distance spaced
apart from the lid member and for the uppermost end of
the stand member to be fitted with a handle whereby
~ the lid can be manipulated.
- Conveniently the stand member is releasably held ina §5

screw-threaded socket welded or otherwise perma-
nently secured to the centre of the lid member and the
perforations are formed to define, in an operative condi- -
tion, somewhat downwardly extending, short, trun-
- cated conical portions. Alternatively, the perforatlons
may be formed by forming short cuts and pressing the
‘material on opposite sides of the cuts in opposite direc-
tions to form holes lying in planes substantially at rlght |
angles to the plane of the lid. =~

Preferably the lid member has a peripheral upwardly
extending wall section and outwardly extending flange
section, the ultimage edge of which can conveniently be
rolled over. The lid member is conveniently pressed -
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from a sultable metal sheet and, in partrcular, stalnless_ :
steel. | L
One embodlment of the invention will now be de-

scribed by way of example.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING -

In the drawing: |
FIG. 1—is an isometric view of a lid according to thls_
invention; |
FIG. 2——is a cross-seotmal elevation thereof illustrat-

1ng the lid in operation on a frying pan;

FIG. 3—is a sectional elevation of an alternative form

of hole through the lid; and
FIG. 4—is a view taken along line IV—IV in FIG 3 |

DETAILED DESCRIPTION WITH REFERENCE
TO THE DRAWINGS

In the embodiment of the invention illustrated in
FIGS. 1 and 2, a cooking lid, generally indicated by
numeral 1, comprises basically a single lid member 2
made of pressed metal sheet material, most conve-
niently, and preferably, stainless steel.

The lid member 2 is made to a shallow dlshed shape
such that the central region 3 is lowermost in use.

- The 1lid is of conventional circular shape and, the

dished configuration therefore enables the lid to be
- placed upon a cooking utensil of any diameter less than
its own diameter with the undersurface 4 of the lid
“member in engagement with the periphery 5§ of suoh

cooking utensil 6.

The outermost penphery of the lid member has an
upstanding wall section 7 and an outwardly directed
flange 8 terminating in a rolled over edge 9. |

The centre of the lid member has permanently se-
cured thereto, for instance by welding, a socket defining
member 10 and a plurality of perforations 11 surround-
ing the member 10. Each of the perforations is formed

by punching a hole in the sheet material and the punch-

ing is effected such that a short truncated conical or like
section 12 communicates between the dished lid shape
and the ultimate perforation 11. The perforation is thus

 somewhat below the adjacent surface of the lid member

in the operative position.

The latter configuration enables liquids, which may
accumulate on the upper surface 13 of the lid member,
to flow downwardly towards the perforations 11 and

thence back into the cooking utensil. The perforations

11 thus serve the function of both allowing gasses to
flow out of the cooking utensil while allowing liquids
accumulating on the upper surface of the lid to flow

~ back into the utensil.

The socket 10 receives, in releasable manner, a stand
member in the form of an upstanding stud 14 which
supports, at its upper end, a shield member 15 which is
positioned in spaced relationship to the opposite surface

of the lid member and serves to shield the perforations

11 in a manner such that any direct path for liquids or
solids tending to spatter out through the performations
11 is obscured. A large space 16 remains between the

. periphery of the shield member 15 and the adjacent

surface of the lid member for the passage of such gasses

and, preferably, the space 16 is made sufficiently large

to facilitate cleaning without removing the stud 14.
The operatively upper end of the stud is fitted with a

‘handle 17 whereby the lid can be manipulated in use.

It will be understood that the above construction of a
cooking lid 1s substantially less costly than one in which
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two complete shell members are releasably or perma-
nently secured together. In spite of this the cooking lid
will be highly effective in use. |

Numerous variations may be made to the above de-
scribed embodiment of the invention without departing
from the scope hereof. In particular the shield member
15 need not be of a single construction and each perfora-

4,328,140

tion 11 could be provided with its own shield member

carried by a suitable stand. One stand could be used for
all the shield members or each shield member could be
carried on its own stand member or stud.

The configuration of the holes 11 may also be
changed to that illustrated in FIGS. 3 and 4. In this case

a short cut is made in the 1id and the two edges 18 are

bent away from each other in opposite directions to-

provide a hole 19 located in a plane at substantially right
angles to the adjacent surface of the lid. This arrange-
ment renders it less likely that material can spatter out
through the holes. -

The invention therefore provides a simple yet highly
effective cooking lid which, it is envisaged, will be
capable of being manufactured at appreciably lesser
cost than certain prior art cooking lids.

What I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent is:

1. A lid for cooking utensils comprising a single lid
member having a smoothly dished configuration such
that, in the operative orientation, a central zone thereof
is lower than the remainder of the lid, perforations
through the lid member and confined in location to said
lower central zone, and an imperforate shield member
of substantially smaller size than the lid itself, the shield
member being spaced upwardly from said perforations
and being supported relative to the lid member by one
or more stand members, the shield member being
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adapted to substantially shield the perforations in use
from direct passage of liquids out of the perforations
while allowing the free escape of gas past such shield
members.

2. A lid as claimed in claim 1 in which the lid member
has a peripheral upwardly extending wall section and
outwardly extending flange section, the ultimate edge
of which is rolled over.

3. A lid as claimed in claim 1 in which a plurality of
perforations encircle the centre of the lid.

4. A lid as claimed in claim 1 in which the centre of
the lid has an attachment for a single upwardly extend-
ing stand member supporting a single disc-like shield
member at a distance spaced apart from the lid member.

5. A lid as claimed in claim 4 in which the stand
member is releasably held in a screw-threaded socket
welded or otherwise permanently secured to the centre
of the lid member.

6. A lid as claimed in claim 1 in which the uppermost
end of the stand member i1s fitted with a handle whereby

~ the lid can be manipulated.
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7. A lid as claimed in claim 1 in which the perfora-
tions are formed to define, in an operative condition,
somewhat downwardly extending, short truncated con-
ical portions.

8. A lid as claimed in claim 1 in which the perfora-
tions are formed by forming short cuts and pressing the
material on opposite sides of the cuts in opposite direc-
tions to form holes lying 1n planes substantially at right
angles to the plane of the hid.

9. A lid as claimed in claim 1 in which the lid member
is pressed from a suitable metal sheet.

10. A lid as claimed in claim 9 in which the lid mem-

ber is pressed from stainless steel.
x % X * %
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