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[57] ABSTRACT

A control system for a disk cache memory is disposed
between a2 main memory unit and a disk unit for storing
a record of data from the disk unit. The control system
1s designed such that when an input/output instruction
is 1ssued from a CPU while data loading is being per-
formed from the disk unit to the cache memory, it inter-
rupts the data loading once so that an input/output
instruction from the CPU can be executed, thereby
considerably reducing the time of wait for execution of
the input/output instruction.

7 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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CONTROL SYSTEM FOR INTERRUPTION LONG
DATA TRANSFERS BETWEEN A DISK UNIT OR
DISK COCHE AND MAIN MEMORY TO EXECUTE
INPUT/OUTPUT INSTRUCTIONS

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

(a) Field of the Invention:

The present invention relates to a control system for
a disk cache memory used between a main memory and
a disk unit.

(b) Related Art Statement:

For improvement of the effective processing speed of
a disk unit, a disk cache memory system has been pro-
posed in which a cache memory is used between the
main memory unit and the disk unit. With an input/out-
put instruction from the central processing unit, the disk
cache system will access the cache memory if object
data is found in the latter. If not, simultaneously with,
before or after the input/output process, the data near
the object data are loaded in a certain amount from the
disk unit into the cache memory to meet the data re-
quest of an input/output instruction which will be is-
sued later. This data loading is done per record, track,
several tracks, cylinder, data set or the like. Generally,
however, In case a variable-length record is handled,
the data loading is done per track or several tracks in
many cases. Since it 1s evident that particularly in a
process of reading a sequence of data sets in which
access to a record is sequentially done, data is read
sequentially from one record after another, it is effec-
tive to read data from several tracks and load them into
the cache memory. A technique related to such a sys-
tem 18 known from the Japanese Unexamined Patent
Publication No. 55-157056.

In case the data handled with one input/output in-
struction is long, it can be effectively loaded using a
long unit but not the sequential access.

However, no consideration was given to the fact that
loading such long data all at once into the cache mem-
ory will take a longer time. Namely, in this conven-
tional technique, an input/output instruction is issued
during a long time of data loading, and if it is found in
the cache memory (this is called “miss” and existence of
such instruction in the cache memory is called ‘“hit™),
access to the disk memory is put off until the data load-
ing has been completed, which results in an increased
input/output processing time. This wait time is dozens
of milliseconds even for the data loading from one
track. Loading from several tracks or cylinders will
take several times or dozens of times as long time as the
wait time for data loading from one track. Therefore, in
case the probability of *““hit” is low, data loading will
iIncrease causing a very large overhead.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention seeks to overcome the above-
mentioned drawbacks of the conventional techniques
by providing a control system for a disk cache memory
which can, when an input/output instruction is issued
from a CPU (central processing unit) while data is being
loaded from a disk unit into the cache memory, consid-
erably reduce the time of wait for execution of the
input/output instruction.

According to another aspect of the present invention,
a control system for a disk cache memory is provided
which can, when an input/output instruction is issued
from CPU while data is being loaded from a disk unit
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into the cache memory, interrupt this data loading once
and give priority t0 the execution of the input/output
instruction from the CPU.

According to a yet another aspect of the present
invention, a control system for a disk cache memory 1s
provided which can, when the execution of an input-
/output instruction from a CPU has been completed,
resume the data loading having once been interrupted.
Thus, the data loading having once been interrupted
can be efficiently done taking no account of the time for
execution of the input/output instruction.

The above objects of the present invention can be
accomplished by providing a control system for a disk
cache memory including a disk cache controller so
designed as to judge, in response to an input/output
instruction from a CPU, whether an object data is found
in the cache memory or not, and to transfer, according
to the result of the judgement, the object data from the
cache memory or a disk unit {0 2 main memory unit, the
disk cache controller comprising, according to the pres-
ent invention, an upper interface control which receives
and processes the input/output instruction from CPU, a
lower interface control to load data from the disk unit
into the cache memory, a first means of recognizing that
the lower interface control is effecting the data loading,
and a second means of accessing the first means and
giving, when the latter recognizes that the lower inter-
face control 18 effecting the data loading, a command
for interrupting the data loading, whereby when the
input/output instruction is issued from CPU while the
data 1s being loaded from the disk unit into the cache
memory, the data loading is once interrupted so that the
input/output instruction from CPU can be executed,
thereby permitting a considerable reduction of the time
of wait for execution of the input/output instruction
from CPU.

These and other objects and advantages of the pres-
ent invention will be better understood from the ensu-
ing description made by way of example of the embodi-
ment of the control system for disk cache memory ac-
cording to the present invention with reference to the
drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

F1G. 1 is 2 schematic diagram of a computer system
to which the control system for disk cache memory
according to the present invention;

FI1G. 2 1s an internal schematic diagram showing one
embodiment of the control system for disk cache mem-
ory according to the present invention;

FIG. 3 is a functional flow chart of the control sys-
tem; and

FIG. 4 is an internal schematic diagram showing
another embodiment of the control system for disk
cache memory in which a cache data read bus and
cache data write bus are provided separately.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

FIG. 11s a schematic diagram which shows generally
a computer system to which the control system accord-
ing to the present invention is applied. When an input-
/output instruction is issued from CPU 1 to a channel 3,
the channel 3 fetches a group of commands from a main
memory umit 2 and issues a command to a disk cache
controller 4 which will decode the command. If a re-
quested data is found 1n a cache memory §, an object
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data is transferred between the cache memory 3 and
main memory unit 2. If not, the object data i1s trans-
ferred between a disk unit 6 and main memory unit 2. As
seen from FIG. 2, the disk cache controller 4 has an
upper interface control 41 which receives and processes
an input/output instruction from CPU 1. The command
according to the input/output instruction is decoded
according to a micro-program stored in a miCroproces-
sor (not shown) in the upper interface control 41 and
which controls the control 41. Also it can be judged
“under the above-mentioned micro-program whether the
requested data is found in the cache memory 3 or not.

Further, the disk cache controller 4 is provided with
a lower interface control 42 having a microprocessor
(not shown) to control the data transfer (data loading)
from the disk unit 6 to the cache memory 5. In this
embodiment, the upper and lower interface controls 41
and 42 each have an independent microprocessor and
microprogram, respectively. However, it is also possi-
ble to provide a common processor in the controller 4 in
order to share a program for separately controlling the
upper and lower interface controls 41 and 42.

The reference numeral 43 indicates a first flip-flop
disposed between the upper and lower interface con-
trols 41 and 42 and which serves to recognize whether
a record is being transferred (loaded) from the disk unit
6 into the cache memory 5. Assume here that the data
loading is taken as *‘1” while the loading of no data is
taken as “0”.

The reference numeral 44 indicates a second flip-flop
disposed between the upper and lower interface con-
trols 41 and 42 and which issues, when the first flip-flop
43 is in the “1” state, namely, when the flip-flop 43 is on,
a command for interruption of the data loading to the
lower interface control 42 which will, after receiving
the data-loading interrupting command through the
second flip-flop 44, load a final code of one track in the
disk unit 5 at an appropriate time and then stop the data
loading. After the data loading is interrupted, the lower
interface control 42 will cause the first flip-flop 43 to
take the “0” state, namely, reset this flip-flop. When the
upper interface control 41 recognizes that the first flip-
flop 43 is reset, the input/output instruction from CPU
having been in the wait state 1s executed.

Further, the control system for disk cache memory
according to the present invention has disposed be-
tween the upper and lower interface controls 41 and 42
a means 45 which will, when the execution of the input-
/output instruction from CPU 1 is completed, give the
lower interface control 42 information as to whether the
data loading is to be resumed or not. This means 45 1s
implemented by, for example, a memory (RAM). The
memory 45 has, for each disk drive of the disk unit 6, an
address at which positional information on a cylinder
head and track at which the data loading s to be re-
sumed are stored.

Also there is provided for each address in the mem-
ory 45 a flag which will be set “1”* or “0” according to
whether the command for resuming the data loading
from the upper interface control 41 is valid or invalid.
In case the data loading is resumed with respect to a
disk drive indicated with a number, for example, “2”,
the upper interface control 41 will set “1” in the flag
corresponding to that disk drive. The lower interface
control 42 searches for a valid flag, namely, a flag in the
“1** state, in the memory 45 and when it thus recognizes
that the disk drive indicated with a number “2” is valid,
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the data loading is resumed from a certain track in the
disk dnive.

Each time the data loading is interrupted, the lower
interface control 42 has acquired information on the
positions of the cylinder head and track for which the
data loading has been designated but not yet done,
based on the information concerning the positions of the
cylinder head and track for which the data loading has
initially been designated and the positions of the cylin-
der head and track for which the data loading has been
completed by the discontinuance of the data loading,
and at each time, the information is written at a prede-
termined address in the memory 43.

In the control system for disk cache memory accord-
ing to the present invention, the addition of such data-
loading resuming function permits system to efficiently
resume the data loading during any time other than the
execution of the input/output instruction from CPU,
thereby improving the throughput.

Also, the aforementioned first and second flip-flops
43 and 44 and the means 45 giving the information to
resume the data loading may be each composed of a
memory disposed between the upper and lower inter-
face controls 41 and 42 and which is accessible from
these controls. Also, in case the upper and lower inter-
face controls 41 and 42 work according to a same pro-
gram, the first and second flip-flops 43 and 44 and the
means 45 may be formed each by a memory which can
access in common the programs of the controls 41 and
42.

In the embodiment shown in FIG. 2, a record 1s trans-
ferred from the disk unit 6 to the cache memory 5 via
the lower interface control 42, a bus changeover swiich
46 and cache bus 401. The cache bus 401 is so arranged
as to be commonly usable for writing to the cache mem-
ory 5 (data loading and write) and reading from the
cache memory 5 (read at the “hit” time). When an in-
put/output instruction is issued from CPU 1 while data
loading is being done, the channel 3 issues a start com-
mand to the controller 4. An example flow chart of
operations within the controller 4 is shown in FIG. 3.
The upper interface control 41 receives the start com-
mand and decodes the command (step 30). The com-
mand is examined whether or not the input/output
instruction is one which requires access to the disk umit
6 or cache memory 5 for the purpose of read or wrnte
(step 31). If such access is not required, the instruction
is executed within the controller 4 (step 32). If the ac-
cess to the disk unit or cache memory is necessary, It 1s
examined whether the first flip-flop 43 is in the “0” or
“1” state (step 33). When it recognizes that the first
flip-flop 43 is in the *“0” state, namely, the lower inter-
face control 42 is not in a data-loading operation, the
upper interface control 41 transfers data to and from the
disk unit 6 via the lower interface control 42 or the
cache memory 8 via the cache bus 401 according to the
“miss” or ‘“hit” state, respectively. If it recognizes that
the first flip-flop 43 is in the “1” state, namely, the lower
interface control 42 is in a data-loading operation, and
the upper interface control 41 sets the second flip-tlop
44 in the “1” state to give a data-loading interrupting
command to the lower interface control 42 (step 34).
The lower interface control 42 checks whether the
second flip-flop 44 is set or not. If it recognizes that the
second flip-flop 44 is set, the lower interface control 42
makes a preparation for stopping the data loading oper-
ation. If it recognizes that the second flip-flop 44 1s set
during the data loading operation having been started
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under the assumption that pre-loading and loading of
the sequential file 1s done for several tracks, the lower
interface control 42 stops the data loading operation
when the final record recorded in the track during the
concurrent data loading has been loaded into the cache
memory 5. In this case, the track having already been
loaded is handled as valid data within the cache mem-
ory 5. After interrupting the data loading, the lower
interface control 42 will reset the first flip-flop 43.
When it recognizes that the first flip-flop 43 1s thus
reset, the upper interface control 41 executes the input-
/output instruction having been in the wait state (step
35). When the execution of the input/output instruction
is completed (step 32), the upper interface control 41
will set in the ““1” state a flag for the address within the
memory 45 corresponding to the positions of cylinder
head and track for which the data loading operation is
to be resumed, thereby indicating that the data loading
can be resumed and specifying to the disk unit 6 the
positions of the cylinder head and track of which the
flag is “1” to resume the data loading to the cache mem-
ory 5.

FIG. 4 shows another embodiment of the control
system for disk cache memory according to the present
invention, in which a cache data read bus 402 is dis-
posed between the upper interface control 41 and cache
memory 5 and also a cache data write bus 403 1s dis-
posed between the lower interface control 42 and cache
memory 3§, for exclusive use to read and write the data
from and to the cache, respectively. This second em-
bodiment operates in a similar manner to the first em-
bodiment shown in FIG. 2, except that at the *‘read hit”
time, even while the lower interface control 42 1s in the
data-loading operation, the upper interface control 41
can read cache data from the cache memory 5 and
transfer it to the channel 3 via the cache data read bus
402, without discontinuance of the data loading opera-
tion. Therefore, in this case, the data-loading operation
shoud be discontinued only when access to the disk unit
6 is necessary (“read miss”, write operation or the like).

One example of the basic data flow at the time of data
transfer in the control system according to the present
invention will be described herebelow.

First, when a record reading of which is requested is
not found in the cache memory 5, namely, at time of
“read miss”, the object record is transferred from the
disk unit 6 to both the channel 3 and cache memory 5.
Thereafter, when a command which loses the orienta-
tion of the disk unit 6 (command which handles no
record) is chained or a command chain is completed, up
to a record preceding a one of which the loading is
started immediately after the command chaining or
completion of the command chain are loaded into the
cache memory 5.

If the record the read from which is requested is
found in the cache, namely, at time of “read hit”, the
object record 1s transferred from the cache memory § to
the channel 3.

When a record the write to which is requested is not
found in the cache memory §, namely, at time of “write
miss”’, data to be written is transferred from the channel
3 to the disk unit 6. The data is written only into the disk
unit 6, not into the cache memory S.

If the record the wrnite to which is found in the cache
memory 3 (“write hit""), data to be written is transferred
from the channel 3 to both the disk unit 6 and cache
memory 3.

4,819,203
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As having been described in the foregoing, in the
control system for disk cache memory according to the
present invention, since it is possible to interrupt, even if
an input/output instruction is issued during data load-
ing, the data loading at an appropriate time, the time of
wait for execution of the input/output instruction can
be reduced.

In the embodiments, the cache memory § is con-
nected to the controller 4; however, 1t 1S evident to
those skilled in the art that the cache memory 5 may be
located any where between the main memory unit 2 and
disk unit 6.

What is claimed is:

1. A control system for a disk cache memory disposed
between a main memory unit and a disk unit, including
a disk cache controller comprising:

an upper interface control for receiving an input/out-
put instruction from a central processing unit
(CPU), for judging, in response to said input/out-
put instruction, whether object data 1s found 1n said
disk cache memory, and for controlling data trans-
fer, based on a result of the judgement, of said
object data from said disk cache memory if said
object data is found in said disk cache memory, or
from said disk unit if said object data is not found in
said disk cache memory to said main memory unit;
and

a lower interface control for controlling data transfer
from said disk unit to said disk cache memory;

wherein said upper interface control includes first
means for accessing said lower interface control
and recognizing whether said lower interface con-
trol has performed a data transfer from said disk
unit to said disk cache memory, and second means
for accessing said first means and providing, when
the recognition performed by said first means is
positive, a command to said lower interface control
interrupting the data transfer being performed
thereby:;

wherein the data transfer performed by said upper
interface control upon reception of said input/out-
put instruction from said CPU is executed after said
lower interface control receives a command from
said second means interrupting the data transfer
from said disk unit to said disk cache memory being
performed by the lower interface control.

2. A control system according to claim 1 wherein said

disk cache controller further comprises:

a third means for providing, upon completion of the
data transfer performed by said upper interface
control a command to said lower interface control
which includes information on resumption of the
data transfer being performed by said lower inter-
face control.

3. A control system according to claim 2, wherein
said third means comprises a memory means in which
said information on resumption of the data transfer
being performed by said lower interface control is
stored.

4. A control system according to claim 3, wherein
said information on resumption of the data transfer
being performed by said lower interface control is pro-
vided from said lower interface control to said memory
means during the data transfer being performed by said
lower interface control, and said upper interface control
sets said memory means so as to provide, upon comple-
tion of the data transfer performed by said upper inter-
face control, predetermined information to said lower
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interface control on resumption of data transfer being
performed thereby through said memory means, and
said lower interface control resumes the data transfer
being performed thereby in response to said information
on resumption of the data transfer being performed by
said lower interface control.

5. A control system according to claim 1, wherein
said first and second means each comprises a flip-flop,
wherein a first flip-flop of said first means is set to a
binary ‘*1” by said lower interface control during a data
transfer operation performed thereby, and a second
flip-flop of said second means is set to a binary “1” by
said upper interface control upon recogmtion of the
binary *1” of said first flip-flop causing said second
flip-flop to provide a command to said lower interface
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control interrupting the data transfer being performed
thereby.

6. A control system according to claim 5, wherein
said first flip-flop is set to a binary “0” by said lower
interface control upon interruption of the data transfer
being performed by said lower interface control, and
said upper interface control performs a data transfer
after recognizing that said first flip-flop is set to a binary
“0”.

7. A control system according to claim 1, wherein
said upper and lower interface controls are connected
to said disk cache memory by means of respective dedi-

cated buses.
* ® | % X
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