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[57] ABSTRACT

Disclosed is a method for packaging a number of disc-
like information recording media each having a hole at
its center portion. The disc-like information recording
media are collected with the holes thereof being aligned
with each other to form a cylindrical assembly with a
through-hole, and an elongated member is inserted into
the through-hole and a pair of collars are set on the
elongated member from both ends thereof so as to fix
the cylindrical assembly with respect to the elongated
member. Thereafter, the cylindrical assembly is
wrapped by a shrinkable material and encased in a con-
tamner comprising upper and lower halves each having
at least one assembly-receiving portion with a configu-
ration substantially equal in dimension to the semicylin-
drical half portion of the cylindrical assembly. The
container has an engaging arrangement comprising
L-shaped extending portions and L-shaped shelf por-
tions so that the upper and lower halves are stably cou-
pled to each other.
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PACKAGING OF INFORMATION RECORDING
MEDIA

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

5

The present invention relates generally to packaging

of information recording media, and in particular to

packaging of a number of disc-like information record-

ing media such as compact discs and video discs.

One of major problems arising in connection with
conveyance of information recording media such as
compact discs and video discs is that the packaging is
made so as to prevent the packaged information record-
ing media from suffering damage due to impact during
the carriage. One current method for packaging a num-
ber of information recording media involves separately
putting one information recording medium into a non-
woven fabric bag and further packing the information
recording media in the units of a predetermined number
before a number of information recording media packed
in the units of the predetermined number are encased in
a corrugated fibreboard container. However, this cur-
rent method results in complexity and troublesome in
packaging information recording media, causing a high
packaging cost.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It i1s therefore an object of the present invention to
provide new method and device for packaging a num-
ber of information media with simplification.

In accordance with a preferred embodiment of the
present invention, there is provided a method for pack-
aging a number of disc-like information recording
media each having a hole at its center portion, compris-
ing the steps of: collecting the disc-like information
recording media with the holes thereof being aligned
with each other to form a cylindrical assembly with a
through-hole; inserting an elongated member into the
through-hole; setting a pair of collars on the elongated
member from both ends thereof so as to fix the cylindri-
cal assembly with respect to the elongated member; and
wrapping the cylindrical assembly by a shrinkable mate-
rial. This wrapped cylindrical assembly is encased in a
case comprising upper and lower halves each having a
semicylindrical receiving portion which is formed to be
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substantially equal in demension to the semicylindrical

half portion of the cylindrical assembly.

Preferably, the case has an engaging arrangement
including L-shaped extending portions and L-shaped
shelf portions so that the upper and lower halves are
stably coupled to each other. The L-shaped extending
portion are provided at corner portions of each of the
upper and lower halves which are in diagonally op-
posed relation to each other and the L-shaped shelf
portions are provided at the other corner portions
thereof so that the L-shaped extending portions are
engaged with the L-shaped shelf portions.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The present invention will be described in further
detail with reference to the accompanying drawings, in
which: |

FIG. 11s a perspective illustration of a case employed.
for packaging of information recording media accord-
ing to an embodiment of the present invention:

F1G. 2 1s a perspective view for describing a method
for the collection of information recording media;
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FIG. 3 is a perspective view showing a collected
information media wrapped using a wrapping material;
and

FIG. 4 is an illustration of information recording
media preferably employed for the present invention.

- DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

Referring now to FIG. 1, there is illustrated a case for
packaging of assemblies of information recording media
shown in FIG. 3. The information recording medium 11
preferably employed for the present invention, as illus-
trated in FIG. 4, has disc-like configuration whose di-
ameter 1s 120 mm for example and has a hole 11b at its
center portion. Around the hole 115 and on the non-
recorded surface is provided an annular protruding
portion 11a whose diameter is 37 to 40 mm and whose
height is about 1.55 mm.

In assembling a number of information recording
media for forming an assembly thereof, as shown in
FIG. 2, with the annular protruding portions 1la
thereof being directed to one direction and the centers
of the holes 115 being aligned with each other, an elon-
gated member 12 such as a pipe is passed through the
through-holes 115 and a pair of collars 13 each of which
has a configuration substantially equal to that of the
information recording medium 11 are set on the pipe 12
from both sides thereof, thereby forming a cylindrical
disc assembly 14. The cylindrically formed disc assem-
bly 14 is wrapped as shown in FIG. 3 by a material 15
shrinkable in response to, for example, heating process.
The disc assembly 14 wrapped by the shrinkable mate-
rial 15 is encased in a box-shaped case 17 comprising a
pair of half-bodies 16 having the substantially same
configurations and arrangements each other as shown in
FIG. 1. The box-shaped case 17 may be made of a foam
material containing polystyrene and polyethylene such
as POK30 produced by Sekisui Kaseihin Kogyo Co.,
Ltd.

Each of the half-bodies 16 has therein one or a plural-
ity of receiving portions 18 for receiving one or a plu-
rality of the wrapped disc assembly 14, the plurality of
receving portions 18 being arranged in parallel to each
other with each of bulkhead plates 19 interposed there-
between and each of the receiving portions 18 having a
semicylindrical wall 184 fitting the half of the cvlindri-
cal disc assembly 14 therein. Further, pairs of semicylin-
drical pipe-supporting portions 21a are formed in inner
walls 20a and 20b of each of the half-bodies 16 provided
in directions perpendicular to the surfaces of the semi-
cylindrical walls 18z so that each of the pipes 12 is fitted
therein and supported thereby. That is, the pair of semi-
cylindrical pipe-supporting portions 21a act as a bearing
for the pipe 12 inserted in the through-hole of the disc
assembly 14, -

At each of corner portions A and B of the half-body
16 which are in diagonally opposed relation to each
other is provided a L-shaped extending portion 22
which is arranged to be protruded from outer walls 185
and 205 by a predetermined length d with respect to the
inner wall 202 and an inner wall 182 as shown in FIG.
1. On the other hand, at each of the other corner por-
tions C and D which are in diagonally opposed relation
to each other is provided a L-shaped shelf portion 23
which is formed in the outer walls 185 and 20/ to be
indented by the predetermined length d with respect to -
the inner walls 182 and 20a, so that the L-shaped ex-
tending portion 22 is fitted in the L-shaped shelf portion
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23. The L-shaped extending portion 22 is substantially
equal in demension to the L-shaped shelf portion 23 and
each of the longitudinal lengths of two portions of the
L-shaped extending portion 22 or the L-shaped shelf
portion 23 with respect to the corner thereof may be set
to be substantially equal to half the longitudinal length
of the corresponding outer wall.

Accordingly, when disc assembly 14 of FIG. 3 is
fitted in each of the receiving portion 18 as indicated by
one-dotted chain line in FIG. 1, the lower semicylindri-
cal half portion of the disc assembly 14 is encased
therein and the the pipe 12 is fitted in the pair of semicy-
lindrical supporting portions 21a. In this case, the ends
of the pipe 12 are brought into contact with the inner
surfaces of the L-shaped extending portions 22, thereby
preventing the disc assembly 14 from being moved in its
axial directions.

After the disc assemblies 14 are encased in the receiv-
ing portions 18, the other half body 16 is put thereon to
cover the disc assemblies 14 with the L-shaped extend-
ing portions 22 facing the L-shaped shelf portions 23.
‘As a result of the covering of the disc assemblies 14, the
disc assemblies 14 are respectively compltely remained
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in immovable state. This arrangement for packaging of 25

information recording media sufficiently protects the
information recording media against impact due to
dropping and provides ease with which it can be manu-
factured at a relatively low cost, and allows simplifica-
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tion of the packaging of a number of information re-
cording media.

It should be understood that the foregoing relates to
only preferred embodiments of the invention, and that it
s intended to cover all changes and modifications of the
embodiments of the invention herein used for the pur-
poses of the disclosure, which do not constitue depar-
tures from the spirit and scope of the invention.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for packaging a number of disc-like
information recording media each having a hole at its
center portion, comprising the steps of:

collecting said disc-like information recording media

with the holes thereof being aligned with each
other to form a cylindrical assembly with a
through-hole;

inserting an elongated member into said through-

hole;

setting a pair of collars on said elongated member

from both ends so as to fix said cylindrical assembly
with respect to said elongated member:

wrapping said cylindrical assembly by a shrinkable

material; and

encasing said wrapped cylindrical assembly in a case

comprising first and second half bodies each hav-
ing a semicylindrical receiving portion which is
formed to be equal in dimension to the semicylin-

drical half portion of said cylindrical assembly.
* % & % %
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