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[57] ABSTRACT _
A paste tube holder (10) comprises an L shaped bracket

~ (14) having a cylindrical housing (16) which is closed by

resilient inwardly directed fingers (28). A pad (25) and

~ a foamed polymeric block (24) fill the housing (16). In

use the pad and block (25,26) bias the fingers (28) to the
closed position. On insertion of the nozzle of a tube the
fingers (28) yield allowing location and gripping of the
nozzle in position.

3 Claims, 1 Drawing Sheet
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1
CONTAINER HOLDER

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to a holder for toothpaste
tubes, or other containers such as for soaps, shampoos
and the like for domestic, industrial and club use.

BACKGROUND

Many arrangements have been proposed for holding
toothpaste tubes and other containers, particularly in a
vertical position and more particularly in a capless con-
dition. As far as the Applicant is aware none of the prior
art arrangements has been a commercial success and it is
an object of the present invention to provide a simple
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and effective holder which holds the container in an

easily accessible location and which also seals the open-
Ing.

THE INVENTION

According to the invention a container holder in-
cludes a bracket having a cylindrical member having a
series of inwardly-directed formations which are flexi-
ble enough to permit passage therethrough of the neck
of a container under normal hand pushing or pulling
pressure and rigid enough to prevent the neck falling
out by gravity,
the formations and a deformable mass behind the disc
for biassing it against the opening of the container.

Preferably the container comprises a bottle having a
neck which is screw threaded to receive a cap, a paste
tube or the like. |

In the preferred form of the invention the formations
take the form of a series of inwardly directed fingers
defining an opening therebetween.

According to a further aspect of the invention, the

disc comprises a pad of resilient material. In one form of

a disc of impermeable material behind
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the invention the pad is backed by a second pad of 40

foamed polymeric material which fills the space in the

cylindrical member, or the resilience of the pad provid-

Ing the necessary bias.

The first pad may be of unexpanded polymeric mate-
rial and therefore acts to seal the opening of the neck
which is important from a hygienic point of view. A
sheet of impermeable material may be located above the
first pad for complete sealing—for example a disc of
polymeric material.

According to a further aspect of the invention, the
bracket or the like includes orifices or formations for
supporting one or more toothbrushes.

EMBODIMENT OF THE INVENTION

Embodiments of the invention are now described
with reference to the attached drawings where:
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FIG. 1 shows a three-dlmenswnal view of one em-
bodiment of the invention;

FIG. 2 shows a sectional elevation on section II-—II
of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 shows a partial under- plan view.

Reference to the drawings shows a tube holder 10
comprising an “L”-shaped bracket 14 which includes a
cylindrical portion 16 and also contains two toothbrush
appertures 18 in the horizontal section, and wall adhe-
sive material 20 on the vertical section. |

Within the cylindrical portion 16 a separate cylindri-
cal member 22 is attached into which a resilient pad 24
i1s inserted prior to assembly. The pad 24 has a sealing
disc 25 which 1s attached to one of its ends. This pad is
designed to both seal the tube (not shown) and to pro-
vide a firm downward pressure on the tube. The mouth

26 of the cylindrical member includes a series of in-

wardly facing fingers 28 which define an opening ap-
proximately equal to the diameter measured across the
base of the thread of the tube nozzle. The fingers 28 are
made from a flexible material designed to allow the
repeated forced insertion and extraction of the tube
nozzle.

The resilient pad 24 may be of an expanded polymeric
or sponge-type material and may have a surface of un-
expanded polymeric (not shown) or similar material
which would provide a better seal and also prevent

- toothpaste or the like entering the pores of the sponge-

type pad. The resilient pad may be substituted with
other spring means to provide the required degree of
resiliency for sealing the disc to the nozzle. As an alter-
native or in addition a separate disc of impermeable
material may be inserted between the disc 25 and the
pad 24.

Although this embodiment has been directed to a

-toothpaste holder, it will be appreciated that it may be

adapted for other containers such as for soap, hair lo-
tions, perfumery, shampoos and the like.

[ claim:

1. A container holder including mounting means and

a cylindrical member having a series of inwardly di-

rected resilient finger-like projections defining a circu-
lar opening at the free ends thereof which are flexible
enough to permit passing therethrough of a neck of the
container under normal hand pushing or pulling pres-
sure and rigid enough to prevent the container from
falling out by gravity, a disc of material impermeable to
the contents of the container behind the formations and

- a deformable mass behind the disc for biasing the disc
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against the neck of the container.
2. A container holder according to claim 1 in which

“the cylinder member rearwardly of the pad is filled with

a foamed polymeric material providing the bias.
3. A container holder according to claim 1 in which
the disc is of an unexpanded polymeric material and acts

- as a seal for the opening of the neck.
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