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[57] ABSTRACT

A decorative surface covering and a method of and an
apparatus for making the decorative surface covering.
The decorative surface covering has a transparent or
translucent layer. The transparent or translucent layer
contains a platey material oriented at two or more dif-
ferent angles with respect to the surface of the layer to
provide an enhanced three dimensional effect to the
decorative surface covering.

33 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets
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DECORATIVE SURFACE COVERINGS HAVING
- PLATEY MATERIAL

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to decorative surface coverings
and, more particularly, to decorative surface coverings
having platey material oriented at two or more different
angles with respect to the surface.

Decorative surface coverings have a wide range of 10

uses such as surface coverings for use as a floor, a wall,
or a ceiling, a desk, a table, or a counter top; surface
layers on leather, fabrics, paper, wood, metals, and
glass; upholstery, drapery, and clothing materials; inte-
riors for cars, trucks, boats, airplanes, and other means
of transportation; covers for books and other publica-
tion and like articles. These decorative surface cover-
ings typically contain a platey material in one or more
layers of the surface covering.

When these platey materials are contained in one or
more transparent or translucent layers within the sur-
face covering, the platey material is visible. A person
viewing the decorative surface covering sees a lustreous
pearlescent appearance, because the flat or platey side
of the platey material is oriented mainly parallel to the
horizontal surface of the decorative covering so as to be
perpendicular to the angle of view. The platey material
has a length and width that exceeds its thickness and 1s
reflective to light.

Generally, manufacturers of decorative surface cov-
erings attempt to maintain the flat or platey side of the
platey material, such as a pearlescent pigment, substan-
tially parallel to the horizontal surface of the decorative
surface covering to obtain a decorative surface cover-
ing in which as much of the platey material as possible
is in such a substantial parallel alignment. These manu-
facturers desire such a parallel alignment because they
wish to produce a uniform or smooth, optimally pearl-
escent effect in the resulting decorative surface cover-
ing by having the flat or platey side of the platey mate-
rial presented perpendicular to the angle of view. Con-
sequently, one viewing the decorative surface covering
would see the flat or platey side of the platey material in
a parallel alignment.

Indeed, previous techniques of manufacturing deco-
rative surface coverings prefer not to disturb the platey
material, such as the pearlescent pigment-containing
layer, during manufacture because a uniform or smooth
visual effect was desired. Previously, the art believed
that by disturbing the parallel alignment of the platey
material, undesirable diffractions are obtained in the
decorative surface covering so as to detract from or
destroy the normally desired sheen of the decorative
surface covering.

However, decorative surface coverings having platey
material, such as pearlescent pigments, in a parallel
alignment do not impart to the decorative surface cov-
ering the desired appearance of an enhanced three di-
mensional effect. Such a three dimensional effect 1s
extremely pleasing in a decorative surface covering
because it provides an overall appearance of depth and
beauty to the decorative surface covering.

Especially, when the decorative surface covering is
produced to simulate a marble or other natural type
design, the lack of such an enhanced three dimensional
effect in the decorative surface covering hinders the
ability of the decorative surface covering to simulate
these designs. Consequently, the insistence in the art of
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maintaining the platey material, such as pearlescent
pigments, in a parallel alignment relative to the horizon-
tal surface of the decorative surface covering signifi-
cantly detracts from and thwarts the formation of an
enhanced three dimensional effect in the decorative
surface covering.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The inventors of the present invention have devel-
oped a unique decorative surface covering that over-
comes the significant and inherent disadvantages pres-
ent in previous decorative surface coverings. Unlike
previous decorative surface coverings, the decorative
surface covering of the present invention exhibits a
highly desirable and attractive enhanced three dimen-
sional effect. Consequently, the decorative surface cov-
ering of the present invention presents an enhanced
three dimensional effect that permits a rendering of
natural type formations, such as, but not limited to mar-
ble or granite.

The present invention achieves these various advan-
tages by providing a decorative surface covering, a
method of forming the decorative surface covering, and
an apparatus to form the decorative surface covering.
The decorative surface covering of the present inven-
tion comprises: (a) a transparent or translucent layer;
and (b) platey material distributed throughout the layer.
The platey material is substantially oriented at two or
more different angles with respect to the surface of the
layer to provide an enhanced three dimensional effect
to the decorative surface covering.

The method of forming a decorative surface covering
of the present invention comprises the steps of: (a) cast-
ing a hardenable fluid transparent or translucent layer
containing a platey material, and (b) reorienting the
platey material within the transparent or translucent
layer at two or more different angles with respect to the
surface of the layer to provide an enhanced three di-
mensional effect to the decorative surface covering.

The present invention also provides an apparatus for
forming a decorative surface covering having an en-
hanced three dimensional effect. The apparatus com-
prises: (a) a means for casting a hardenable fluid trans-
parent or translucent layer containing a platey material;
and (b) a means to reorient the platey material to form
a distributed pattern of platey material within the fluid
transparent or translucent layer. The platey material 1s
reoriented at two or more different angles with respect
to the surface of the layer to provide an enhanced three
dimensional effect.

The present invention overcomes the numerous in-
herent disadvantages commonly associated with previ-
ous decorative surface coverings and their associated
processes and obtains the various advantages of the
invention. By reorienting the platey material in the
transparent or translucent layer at two or more different
angles with respect to the surface of the layer, the deco-
rative surface covering of the present invention pro-
vides a highly desirable, enhanced three dimensional
effect to the decorative surface covering.

Preferably, the platey material is nacreous pearles-
cent pigments that have their platey sides reoriented
relatively parallel to the horizontal surface of the trans-
lucent or transparent layer to exhibit a lustreous pearles-
cent appearance. In such an embodiment, the pearles-
cent pigments reoriented at an angle substantially verti-
cal to the surface have a significantly reduced pearles-
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cent appearance and, hence, create an enhanced three-
dimensional effect through swirls and streaking lines
that enhance the marble-like appearance of the decora-
tive surface covering.

Consequently, the present invention significantly

advances over the state of the art. The decorative sur-
face coverings of the present.invention exhibit not only
a pearlescent lustreous effect, but also possess an en-

hanced three-dimensional appearance that allows the

decorative surface covering to simulate marble or other 10

natural type designs

The foregoing and other features and advantages of
the present invention will be made more apparent from
the following description of the preferred embodiments.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

The accompanying drawings not drawn to scale are
incorporated in and constitute a part of the specifica-
tion, illustrate various embodiments of the invention
and, together with the following description, serve to
explain the principles of the invention.

FIG. 11is a top view of a decorative surface covering
of the present invention.

FIG. 2 1s a fragmentary cross-sectional view of the
decorative surface covering of FIG. 1 taken along line
2—2.

FIGS. 3 and 9 are fragmentary cross-sectional views
of alternative embodiments of the decorative surface
covering of the present invention.

Both FIGS. 2 and 3 show only a monolayer of platey
material within a transparent or translucent layer. The
invention contemplates multiple layers of platey mate-
rial.

FIG. 4 is a flow diagram illustrating a process of the
present invention.

FIG. § is a perspective view of an apparatus of the
present invention.

FIG. 6 1s a side view of the apparatus of FIG. 5.

FI1G. 7 1s an cross-sectional view of the decorative
surface covering of the present invention of FIG. 5
taken along line 7—7.

FIG. 8 1s a cross-sectional view of a decorative sur-
face covering embodiment according to the present
invention that shows an intermittently displaced platey
material within the transparent or translucent layer.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

‘The present invention provides a decorative surface
covering. The decorative surface covering has a trans-
parent or a translucent layer. A platey material is dis-
tributed throughout the layer. The platey material is
reoriented at two or more different angles with respect
to the surface of the transparent or translucent layer to
provide an enhanced three dimensional effect to the
decorative surface covering.

In accordance with the present invention, the decora-
tive surface covering has a transparent or translucent
layer. As shown in FIGS. 1 and 2, a decorative surface
covering 10 has a translucent or transparent layer 16.

The transparent or translucent layer 16 can be made
from wvarious transparent or translucent materials
known 1in the art, such as plastisol. Preferably, the trans-
parent layer 16 is a polyvinyl chloride (PVC) plastisol
composition, which is a dispersion of finely divided
resin in a plasticizer. A typical plastisol composition is
- 100 parts resin and 50 parts plasticizer that form a paste
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that gels when heated sufficiency as a result of the sol-
vation of the resin particles by the plasticizer.

The resin used in the PVC plastisol is typically a
synthetic resin, such as a polymer or copolymer of vinyl
chloride. Various additives known in the art can be

added to the PV C plastisol, such as, but not limited to,
light and heat stabilizers, UV absorbers, and/or sol-
vents. Preferably, the transparent or translucent layer is

between about 0.5 mils to about 1,000 mils in thickness
and, preferably, is in the range of about 10 mils to about
30 mils.

As shown in FIG. 3, in one embodiment, the decora-
tive surface covering 10 can also have a substrate 12
underlying the transparent or translucent layer 16. A
design 14 can also be printed on the substrate 12. Vari-
ous substrates known in the art can be used, such as
release paper, paper, foil, wood, metal, fabric, and/or,
for example, a fibrous sheet material. The fibrous sheet
materials include fibers, such as cellulose, asbestos, fi-
berglass, polypropylene, polyethylene, polyester, etc.
and combinations thereof.

The substrate 12 can also include a foamable resinous
layer selected from those known in the art. The resinous
composition can include a synthetic resin, such as a
polymer or a copolymer of vinyl chloride. The resinous
composition can also include various blowing or foam-
ing agents, accelerators, catalysts, stabilizers to reduce
the harmful effects of degradation due to light and heat,
primary and secondary plasticizers, pigments, fillers,
and other conventional and well-known additives. The
foamable resinous containing substrate 12 is formed by
various techniques known in the art, such as reverse roll
coating, knife coating, air knife coating, and flexible
blade coating. The substrate 12 preferably has a thick-
ness in the range of about 0.5 mils to about 1,000 mils
and, preferably, in the range of about 10 mils to about 50
mils.

The design 14 can be printed on the substrate 12 by
various techniques known in the art. The appropriate
technique and composition for the design are selected to
achieve the desired design and color on the substrate 12.
Examples of such printing techniques include direct or
indirect rotogravure printing, offset printing, flexo-
graphics, or screen printing. Appropriate printing ink
compositions include, but are not limited to, polymers
and copolymers of vinyl chloride, acrylic, and mixtures
thereof. The printing ink composition can contain vari-
ous additives known in the art, such as foaming agents,
foaming agent modifiers, and inhibitors.

While not expressly shown, as will be obvious to one
skilled in the art, a similar design can be imprinted upon
the upper and/or lower surfaces of the transparent or
translucent layer containing the platey material. Addi-
tionally, this invention contemplates a decorative sur-
face covering that includes a plurality of transparent or
translucent layers containing a platey material and/or a
plurality of other transparent or translucent layers
wherein a printing design can be printed upon some or
all of such layers.

In accordance with the present invention, platey
material is distributed throughout the translucent or
transparent layer. The platey material is substantially
oriented at two or more different angles with respect to
the surface of the layer to provide an enhanced three
dimensional effect to the decorative surface covering.
As tllustrated in FIGS. 1-3, the transparent or translu-
cent layer 16 contains platey material 18 distributed
throughout the layer 16. The platey material 18 is sub-



4,756,951

S

stantially oriented at two or more different angles with
respect to the surface 21 of the layer 16, as shown in
FIGS. 1-3.

As used herein, the term “platey material” indicates a
material having a length and width that is larger than
the thickness of the material with the material being
substantially reflective to light. The platey material
appears flake-like or platelet-like. The platey material
can be those conventionally used in the art. Acceptable
platey material can include thermoplastic, metallic and
inorganic filler materials, such as polyester flakes, mica,
nacreous pearlescent pigments, and aluminum flakes.
Examples of suitable platey material are provided in
- Woodhams et al.,, High Aspect Ratio Mica and Other

- Flake Reinforcement, Handbook of Fillers and Rein-
forcements for Plastics (edited by Harry S. Katz and
John V. Milewski) 333-70. The pearlescent pigments
are about 0.1% to about 20% by weight of the transpar-
. ent or translucent layer and, preferably, are about 0.5%
to about 5% by weight.

Typically, as shown in FIGS. 1-3 and 7, a first por-
tion of the platey material 18, such as pearlescent pig-
ments 184, are positioned substantially vertical to the
surface 21 of the transparent or translucent layer. A
second portion of platey material 18, such as pearlescent
pigments 185, are positioned substantially horizontal to
the surface 21. As a result, the transparent or translu-
cent layer 16 contains platey material at varying angles
with respect to the surface 21 so that the light passing
into the transparent or translucent layer 16 reflects at
two or more angles off from the platey material.

The platey material 18 that is oriented within the
transparent or translucent layer 16 provides an en-
hanced three dimensional effect to the decorative sur-
face covering because some of the platey material, such
as the substantially vertical platey material 18a, lie sub-
stantially vertical with respect to the horizontal surface
21 of the transparent or translucent layer 16, while
other platey matenial, such as platey material 185, lie
substantially horizontal to the horizontal surface 21. As
a result, these different angles at which the platey mate-
rial 18a and 18b are reoriented within the transparent
layer 16 reflect and diffract light at various angles as the
light passes within the transparent or translucent layer
16. Consequently, one viewing the decorative surface
covering, such as from angle A in FIGS. 2 and 3, per-
ceives the platey material to be at various angles within
the transparent or translucent layer 16. Hence, an en-
hanced three dimensional effect is created.

In one embodiment, when the platey material is na-
creous pearlescent pigments, the pearlescent pigments
185 that are substantially horizontal to the horizontal
layer 21 of the transparent or translucent layer 16 pro-
duces an enhanced lustreous pearlescent appearance. In
contrast, the pearlescent pigments 18a that are substan-
tially vertical with respect to the horizontal layer 21
possess a reduced pearlescent appearance. Conse-
quently, the varying angles of the platey material 18
creates differing lustre to give the appearance of a swirl-
ing or streaking effect within the transparent or translu-
cent layer 16.

The orientation of the platey material can be either
uniformly or randomly distributed in the transparent or
translucent layer. Likewise, the platey material can be
etther continuously or intermittently distributed in the
transparent or translucent layer. |

In one embodiment of the present invention, the
platey material can be intermittently distributed in the
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6

-transparent or translucent layer. As shown in FIG. 8,

the transparent or translucent layer 16 can be composed
of segments 17 some of which, such as segment 17g,
have platey material 18 distributed within the transpar-
ent or translucent layer 16 and some of which, such as
segments 175, do not contain platey material 18. This
intermittent distribution can be achieved by a number of
methods. For example, the segment 17a¢ containing
platey material 18 can be selectively deposited on a
substrate and then the platey material 18 can be reori-
ented within the transparent or translucent layer 16.
After this reorientation, the segment 175 containing no
platey material is deposited on the substrate. Alterna-
tively, segments 17a containing the platey material 18
and segments 176 lacking platey material can be selec-
tively deposited on the substrate. The platey material 18
in segments 17a are then reoriented so that the platey
material forms two or more different angles with re-
spect to the surface of the layer to provide an enhanced
three dimensional effect.

The platey material 18 distributed within the trans-
parent or translucent layer 16 typically have lengths in
the range of about 5 microns to about 50 microns,
widths in the range of about 5 microns to about 50
microns, and thicknesses in the range of about 0.06
microns to about 0.09 microns. The platey material is
preferably 0.1% to about 20% by weight of the trans-
parent or translucent layer.

The decorative surface covering 10 can also have a
transparent wearlayer or protective layer overlying the
transparent or translucent layer containing the platey
material. For example, as shown in FIG. 3, a transpar-
ent or translucent wearlayer 24 overlies the transparent
or translucent layer 16. The wearlayer 24 can be made
from various transparent or translucent compositions
known in the art, such as a PVC plastisol composition.
The wearlayer or protective layer typically has a thick-
ness in the range of about 0.5 mils to about 1000 mils
and, preferably, in the range of about 5 mils to about 30
mils.

The decorative surface covering 10 is then set by
various techniques known in the art, such as heat fusion.
For example, in heat fusion, various temperatures and
times known within the art, such as a temperature of
about 300° F. to about 450° F. and a dwell time of about
2 min. to 5 min., can be used to fuse together the decora-
tive surface covering 10. Of course, the time and tem-
perature depend, in part, upon the composition of the
various layers of the decorative surface covering 10.

The decorative surface covering 10 of the present
invention can be embossed by various techniques
known in the art, such as mechanical and chemical
embossing, to achieve various desired decorative effects
within the decorative surface covering 10. The resulting
decorative surface covering has a variety of uses. For
example, it can be used as a decorative surface covering
for a floor, wall, or ceiling, as well as a desk, table, or
counter top. The decorative covering can be readily
applied to these surfaces by various techniques well
known in the art.

Referring to FI1G. 9, the decorative surface convering
10 of the invention i1s comprised of a substrate 60 and a
foamed layer 62 derived from a foamable resinous layer
containing a foaming agent. A transparent or translu-
cent first layer 16 containing displaced platey material
18 that is substantially reoriented at two or more differ-
ent angles with respect to surface 63 of the first layer 16
overlies the foamed layer 62. A transparent or translu-
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cent second layer 66 overlies the first layer 16. Another
transparent or translucent layer 72 is interposed be-
tween the first layer 16 containing the platey material
and the layer 66. Layer 72 has a surface 74 on which a
printing design 64, 64A is applied. The portion 64A of
the design contains a foaming agent modifier or inhtbz1-

tor that retards or otherwirse controls foaming of
foamed layer 62 during the manufacturing process.

The present invention also provides a method of
forming a decorative surface covering. In accordance
with the method, a hardenable fluid transparent or
translucent layer containing a platey material is cast. As
discussed above and depicted in FIGS. 1-4 and 9, the
transparent or translucent layer 16 contains platey mate-
rial 18. In one embodiment, the orientation of the platey
material, such as nacreous pearlescent pigments, is uni-
formly distributed within the transparent or translucent
layer. In another embodiment, the orientation of the
platey material is nonuniformly distributed within the
transparent or translucent layer. Likewise, the platey
material can also be randomly or intermittently distrib-
uted within the transparent or translucent layer.

Various techniques known in the art, as discussed
above, can be used to cast and set the fluid transparent
or translucent layer 16. Various techniques and appara-
tus also known in the art can be used to distribute the
platey material within the transparent or transiucent
layer 16.

In accordance with the method, the platey material is
reoriented within the transparent or translucent layer at
two or more different angles with respect to the surface
of the layer to provide an enhanced three dimensional
effect to the decorative surface covering. A first portion
of the platey material is preferably oriented substan-
tially vertical to the surface of the layer and a second
portion of the platey material is preferably oriented
substantially horizontal to the surface of the layer. Vari-
ous techniques, as discussed below, can be used to cre-
ate such an orientation among the platey material, such
as nacreous pearlescent pigments.

In one embodiment of the present invention, the
platey material is reoriented by positionally directing
onto the transparent or translucent layer a plurality of
jet streams. As a result, the normally horizontal platey
material 1s sufficiently disturbed so that at least a por-
tion of the platey material is reoriented to lie at various
angles with respect to the surface of the layer. Prefera-
bly, the jet streams, such as air or gaseous streams, are
from a plurality of nozzles, some or ail of which are
pulsating and which may be controlled or programmed
by various computer control devices and/or programs
known in the art. The nozzles can be adapted to oscil-
late back and forth across the transparent or translucent
layers.

In another embodiment of the method of the present
invention, the platey material is reoriented within the
transparent or translucent layer by applying a surfac-
tant, such as a silicone surfactant, to the transparent or
translucent layer containing the platey material in an
amount effective to reduce the surface tension of the
liquid transparent or transiucent layer. Suitable silicone
surfacants include silicone oil and silicone polymers.

Preferably, the surfactant, such as silicone, is applied
onto or under the transparent or translucent layer con-
taining the platey material. As a result, the platey mate-
rial 1s oriented at two or more different angles with
respect to the surface of the layer and, thereby, form
what appear to be circular and concave shapes, such as
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swirls or streaking lines 1n the transparent or translucent
layer 16.

The present invention further provides an apparatus
for forming a decorative surface covering. The appara-
tus comprises: (a) a means for casting a fluid transparent

or translucent layer containing a platey material; and (b)
a means to reorient the platey material to form a distrib-
uted pattern of platey material within the fluid transpar-

ent or translucent layer. The platey material is reori-
ented at two or more different angles with respect to the
surface of the layer to provide an enhanced three di-
mensional effect.

In one embodiment of the present invention, the ori-
enting means is a plurality of nozzles capable of posi-
tionally directing the platey material within the trans-
parent or translucent layer. In FIGS. 5-6, an apparatus
40 has a plurality of nozzles 42 that are capable of posi-
tionally directing and, hence reorienting, the platey
material within the transparent or translucent layer 16.
Preferably, the nozzles 42 are divided into various
groupings, with each grouping being attached to a man-
ifold 44.

The apparatus 40 can contain one or more manifolds
44, each having a plurality of nozzles 42, to create the
desired distribution of the platey material in the trans-
parent or translucent layer. The number of manifolds 44
and the number of nozzles 42 will vary depending upon,
in part, the desired size, shape, type and design of the
decorative surface covering being formed. Similarly,
the operation of the manifolds 44 and nozzles 42 can be
altered so that the platey material is reoriented continu-
ously, intermittently, randomly, uniformly, or combina-
tion thereof in the transparent or translucent layer.

In such an embodiment, the reorienting means is a jet
stream, such as an air stream, emitted from each nozzle
that is directed onto the transparent or translucent layer
containing the platey material to reorient the platey
material at two or more different angles with respect to
the surface 21 of the transparent or translucent layer 16.
As shown in FIGS. 5-6, the nozzies 42 of each manifold
44 are positioned at various angles with respect to the
decorative covering 10 that passes beneath the nozzles
42. As the decorative covering 10 is continuously pro-
cessed through the apparatus 40, the nozzles 42 reorient
the platey material, such as nacreous, pearlescent pig-
ments 18, contained within the decorative covering 10
by emitting a jet stream, such as air or other suitable
disturbing media, preferably either a continuous, pulsat-
ing, or repeatable jet stream, from each nozzle 42 so that
the platey material 18 within the decorative surface
covering is disturbed.

After passing underneath the nozzles 42, the platey
material 18 comes to rest in the decorative covering at
an angle that is different from the angle that the platey
material had before the decorative surface covering
passed through the apparatus 40. The decorative sur-
face covering containing the disturbed pearlescent pig-
ments can then be set and gelled by various techniques
known in the art.

In the embodiment shown in FIGS. 5-6, the desired
decorative effect depends, in part, on the number of
nozzle 42 installed on each manifold 44, the type of
nozzle 42, the size and type of the nozzle orifice, and the
processing parameters such as oscillation speed, line
speed, and the set up of nozzle angle. These nozzles and
processing parameters will now be briefly discussed for
the embodiment shown in FIGS. 5-6, but one skilled in
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the art can readily select other parameters for other
apparatus.

To maximize the overall decorative effect, when six
manifolds are used, in the first and second manifold the
distance between the nozzles is §", the distance between
-the nozzles in the third and fourth manifolds is §”, and
the distance between nozzles in the fifth and sixth mani-
fold is 21" to 24". Preferably, the nozzles installed on
the first and second manifolds face the same direction as
the web movement. The nozzles on the third and fourth
manifolds impinge air at 90 degrees from the web mov-
ing direction. The nozzle orifice size used on manifold
#1 through #4 is preferably about 62.5 mils. The nozzle
orifice size at manifolds #5 and #6 is larger than those
on manifolds #1 and #2 due to the requirements of the
decorate surface design.

In one embodiment, has been experienced that two
different orifice size nozzles should not be mounted on
the same manifold due to the unbalancing of air distribu-
tion. The large orifice size seems to dominate the air
- locally, which creates undisturbed plain spots of pre-
coated material under the smaller orifice size nozzles.
On the other hand, the use of different orifice size noz-
zles may result in a different and aesthetically desired
effect. These undisturbed plain spots become more se-
vere as the line speed increases.

The design of the nozzle 42 determines, in part, the
desired decorative pattern, the spectrum of the covered
surface area, and the depth of swirling disturbance. The
geometry of the nozzle design influences the volumetric
flow and velocity of impinging atr. |

The impinging force from the nozzles used to disturb
the translucent or transparent layer is proportional to
the volumetric flow and velocity of the air. For a given
nozzle geometry, operations that require high imping-
ing force (at high speed) increase the pressure. Nozzles
that cannot have high air pressure, should be shortened
in length to increase the volumetric flow. Increasing the
nozzle orifice diameter may or may not increase the
impinging force, because of the opposite relationship
between the orifice diameter and the volumetric flow
and velocity of air.

In practical application, the distance of air passage
- between the nozzle tip to the translucent or transparent
layer influences the effective impinging force on the
layer. This force is related to the nozzle angle set up.
Generally speaking, fan width (swirling pattern) of the
decorative surface increases with increasing orifice size,
but fan width tends to decrease with increasing line
speed. To compensate, a narrower pattern is generated
with fast line speed so that a larger orifice size nozzle is
used.

The line speed change affects other parameters, such
as the air pressure, oscillation speeds, nozzle orifice size
and pulsing speeds. An increase in line speed is equiva-
lent to an increase in the shear rate. To keep the same
impinging force of air, the force should be increased.
Table I lists the suggested air pressure applied at various
line speeds.

TABLE 1
Air Pressure vs. Line Speed
Manifold
- Air Pressure (psi) —
Line Speed  #1  #2  #3  #4  #5 = #6
10 FPM 30 30 25 25 30 30
20 FPM 30 30 25 25 30 30

30 FPM 35 35 30 30 33 40
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TABLE I-continued

Air Pressure vs. Line Speed

Manifold
Air Pressure (psi) _
Line Speed #1 #2 #3 #4 #5 #6
40 FPM 40 40 35 35 40 40
50 FPM 45 45 40 40 45 45
60 FPM 50 50 45 45 45 50

The nozzle stroke length allows for the covering of
varied impinging areas and a determination of the de-
gree of overlapping pattern. It has been experienced
that the longer the stroke length, the greater the imping-
ing area and overlapping pattern decorations design.

The oscillation speed of the nozzles depends in part
upon the line speed. Table II describes the successful
oscillation speeds for various line speeds. If the oscilla-
tion becomes too high, the swirling pattern of the design
may become smaller. y

TABLE 11

Oscillation Speed vs. Line Speed
Oscillation Speed (RPM)

Manifold Manifold Manifold
Line Speed = #1 & #2 #3 & #4 #5 & #6
10 46 66 86
20 58 88 86
30 70 88 86
40 88 96 86
50 110 96 96
60 140 126 96

The density of the pulsing nozzle disturbances on the
translucent or transparent layer gradually reduces with

increasing line speeds. Table III describes the relation-
ship of pulsing density at varied line speeds.

TABLE 111
Pulsing Density vs. Line Speeds

One Pulsing Pattern Repeat Pulsing Density
Line Speed Cycle Length (pulse/lin. inch)
10 FPM 2.4 sec. 4.8 inch 3.33
20 FPM 2.4 sec. 9.6 inch 1.66
30 FPM 2.4 sec. 14.4 inch 1.11
40 FPM 2.4 sec. 19.2 inch 0.833
50 FPM 2.4 sec. 24.0 inch 0.666
60 FPM 2.4 sec. 28.0 inch 0.555

The decorative patterns become smaller as the line
speed increases. To change the smaller patterns of air
impingement, a larger orifice size nozzle or an increase
in the distance between the nozzle tip to the transparent
or translucent layer is used. Table IV lists the width of
the decorative design with varied line speeds and air
pressure for an orifice of 60 mils.

TABLE IV
Line Alir Fan Width at Fan Width at
Speed Pressure 3" Height 1" Height
10 FPM 30 psi 0.875" 1.013"
10 FPM 40 psi 1" 1.025"
10 FPM 50 psi 1.05" 1.038"
10 FPM 60 psi 1.025" 1.05"
30 FPM 30 psi 0.6” 0.7"
.30 FPM 40 psi 0.8” 0.7"
30 FPM 50 psi 0.775" 0.925"
30 FPM 60 psi 0.95" 0.95"
60 FPM 50 psi 0.6" 0.675"
60 FPM 60 psi 0.6” 0.8"
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Consequently, the fan width of the decorative pattern
is influenced by air pressure, line speed, the orifice size
of the nozzles, and the height between the nozzle tip
and the layer.

The angle of the individual nozzle to the surface layer
also determines the visible drag-line defect or the effi-
ciency of the impinging air force. Usually, it is preferred
to have a nozzle angle in the ranges of 15°-20°. Angles
greater than 20° result in smaller scale pattern, drag-
line, and plain spots at a fast line speed, but they have
better air efficiency. On the other hand, angles smaller
than 15° exhibit good area coverage and good quality of
decorative design, but they have poor air efficiency.

Other embodiments of the invention will be apparent
to one skilled in the art from consideration of the speci-
fication or with practice of the invention disclosed. It is
intended that this specification be considered as exem-
plary only with the true scope and spirit of the inven-
tion being indicated by the claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A decorative surface covering comprising:-

(a) a substrate;

(b) a transparent or translucent layer overlying the

substrate; and

(c) platey material distributed throughout the trans-

parent or translucent layer, the platey material
being substantially oriented at two or more differ-
ent angles with respect to the surface of the trans-
parent or translucent layer, whereby the platey
material reflects and diffracts light at various an-
gles as the light passes within the transparent or
translucent layer to provide an enhanced three
dimenstonal effect to the decorative surface cover-
ing.

2. The decorative surface covering of claim 1

wherein a first portion of the platey material is posi-

tioned substantially vertical to the surface of the
layer and a second portion of the platey material is
positioned substantially horizontal to the surface of
the layer, whereby the platey material reflects and
diffracts light at various angles as the light passes
within the transparent or translucent layer to pro-
vide an enhanced three dimensional effect to the
decorative surface covering.

3. The decorative surface covering of claim 1,
wherein the platey material is about 0.1% to about 20%
by weight of the transparent or translucent layer.

4. The decorative surface covering of claim 1,
wherein the transparent or translucent layer is a harden-
able fluid media.

5. The decorative surface covering of claim 1,
wherein the transparent or translucent layer is a plasti-
sol.

6. The decorative surface covering of claim 5,
wherein the plastisol is comprised of a vinyl resin and a
plasticizer.

7. The decorative surface covering of claim 1,
wherein the platey material is pearlescent pigments.

8. The decorative surface covering of claim 1,
wherein ‘the substrate includes a foamable resinous
layer. |

9. The decorative covering of claim 1, wherein the
substrate is a fiber sheet material.

10. The decorative surface covering of claim 1, fur-
ther comprising a design printed on the substrate.

11. The decorative surface covering of claim 10,
wherein the design is gravure printed on the substrate.
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12. The decorative surface covering of claim 1, fur-
ther comprising a transparent or translucent wearlayer
overlying the transparent or translucent layer.

13. The decorative surface covering of claim 1,
wherein the platey material is uniformly distributed in

the transparent or translucent layer.

14. The decorative surface covering of claim 1,
wherein the platey material is continuously distributed
in the transparent or translucent layer.

15. The decorative surface covering of claim 1,
wherein the platey material is randomly distributed in
the transparent or translucent layer.

16. The decorative surface covering of claim 1,
wherein the surface covering is comprised of a plurality
of transparent or translucent layers overlying said trans-
parent or translucent layer containing said platey mate-
rial.

17. The decorative surface covering of claim 1,
wherein the surface covering further comprises a design
printed on the transparent or translucent layer.

18. The decorative surface covering of claim 1,
wherein the platey material is intermittently distributed
in the transparent or translucent layer.

19. A decorative surface covering comprising:

(a) a substrate;

(b) a transparent or translucent layer overlying the

substrate; and

(c) platey material distributed throughout the trans-

parent or translucent layer, a first portion of the
platey material being positioned substantially verti-
cal to the surface of the transparent or translucent
layer and a second portion of the platey material
being positioned substantially horizontal to the
surface of the transparent or translucent layer,
whereby the platey material reflects and diffracts
light at various angles as the light passes within the
transparent or translucent layer to provide an en-
hanced three dimensional effect to the decorative
surface covering.

20. The decorative surface covering of claim 19,
wherein the platey material is pearlescent pigments.

21. The decorative surface covering of claim 19,
wherein the platey material is about 0.1% to about 20%
by weight of the transparent or translucent layer.

22. The decorative surface covering of claim 19,
wherein the platey material is uniformly distributed in
the translucent or transparent layer. |

23. The decorative surface covering of claim 19,
wherein the platey material is continuously distributed
in the translucent or transparent layer.

24. The decorative surface covering of claim 19,
wherein the platey material is randomly distributed in
the translucent or transparent layer.

25. The decorative surface covering of claim 19,
wherein the platey material is intermittently distributed
in the translucent or transparent layer.

26. The decorative surface covering of claim 19,
wherein the surface covering is comprised of a plurality
of transparent of translucent layers overlying said trans-
parent or translucent layer containing said platey mate-
rial.

27. The decorative surface covering of claim 19,
further comprising a design printed on the substrate.

28. The decorative surface covering of claim 19,
further comprising a transparent or translucent wear-
layer overlying the transparent or translucent layer.

29. A decorative surface covering comprising:
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(a) a substrate including a foamable resinous layer
containing a foaming agent;

(b) a transparent or translucent first layer overlying
the substrate;

(c) platey material distributed throughout the first 5
layer, the platey material being substantially ori-
ented at two or more different angles with respect
to the surface of the layer, whereby the platey
matenal reflects and diffracts light at various an-
gles as the light passes within the transparent or 10
translucent layer to provide an enhanced three
dimensional effect to the decorative surface cover-
ing; and

(d) a plurality of transparent or translucent layers
overlying the first layer. 15
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30. The decorative surface covering of claim 29,
wherein the layers overlying the first layer include a
printing design.

31. The decorative surface covering of claim 30,
wherein the printing design is a printing ink composi-
tion containing an additive selected from the group
consisting of foaming agents, foaming agent modifiers
and inhibitors.

32. The decorative surface covering of claim 31,
wherein the additive is a foaming agent modifier or
inhibitor.

33. The decorative surface covering of claim 32,
wherein the printing design is on less than all of the

layers overlying the first layer. _
X ¥ Xk x %
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