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[57] ABSTRACT

A form for use in fish taxidérmy wherein a single form
1s supplied to the taxidermist and through the removal
of indicated portions different motions of the fish can be
represented. In a preferred manner the form is fabri-
cated from an easily severed material and precut lines

are provided to both indicate the removable portions as

well as aid in the removal.

8 Claims, 1 Drawing Sheet
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TAXIDERMY FISH FORM

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

2

fish form is fabricated from a plastic material such as a
polyurethane which is easily severable and the lines

extending over the projection and tail supporting por-
tions are cutaway lines. The fish fighting up position is

‘This invention relates to a form for use in taxidermy. > accomplished by removing lower portions of the pro-
More particularly, this invention relates {o a taxidermy

- fish form from which the taxidermist can position fish in

at least three different modes of action from a single fish

~ form body.

~In the field of fish tamdermy, it is customary to have
~ a fish form for at least three positions 1n displaying the

fish. One form is the straight form wherein the tail ex-

: tends straight along a longttudinal axis of the fish and
the lower jaw projects slightly upwardly. A second
customary position is a fight up position wherein the
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tail, the lower jaw and head project upwardly. The

third is a fight down position wherein the tail extends
downwardly as well as the lower jaw and head. It is
also customary to have a different fish form body for

approximately every one-inch length of the fish. This

means that for every one-inch increment there is re-
quired three separate fish bodies for showing the above-
indicated positions.

It would be highly desuable: to reduce the number of
fish form bodies required for fish taxidermy in order to
display the above-indicated positions. It will be appreci-

- ated that during the final taxidermy procedure, a major

- portion of the fish body is removed except for the skin,
the tail, the gills and the jaw. These are the portions of
the fish that are then mounted on the previously-
- described fish form.
~Itis an advantage of the present invention to provide

a taxidermy fish form which will reduce the number of

. forms required for mounting or displaying a fish.

Another advantage of this invention is a taxidermy

~ fish form of the foregoing type wherein one fish form

can be utilized to mount a fish in at least three different

posmons

- It is yet another advantage of this invention to pro-
vide a taxidermy fish form of the foregoing type

-~ wherein portions of the fish form can be easily removed

 to prowde various action positions.

- It is still another advantage of this mventlon to pro-
vide a taxidermy fish form which is easily and economi-
- cally manufactured.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

- The foregoing advantages are accomplished and the
shortcomings of the prior art are overcome by the pres-
ent taxidermy fish form body which will afford optional
positions for a fish from a single body form. The body
~ form is of three dimensions and depicts the general
- profile of a fish body with a projection at one end for
supporting a fish jaw and head and a portion at the
- other end for supporting a tail. The body form has the

. usual curvature from the projection portion to said tail

supporting portion. It also has a front wall, a back wall
- as well as top and bottom walls. Lines extend over said
projection and tail supporting portion to indicate re-
-moval sections. Accordingly, when certain sections are
‘removed from the body form, it will present a first

. position; when other sections are removed from the

body form it will present a second position and when
still other sections are removed the form will present a

- third position. Preferably, one of the positions will sim-

ulate a fish fighting up position; one of the positions will
simulate a fish fighting down position; and one of the
positions will simulate a fish in a straight position. The
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jection and tail supporting section; the fish fighting
down position by the removal of upper portions of the
projection and tail supporting sections and the straight
position by removing upper and lower portions of the
tail supporting section.

A novel method of using a fish taxidermy body which
will offer the foregoing features is also provided.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

A better understanding of the present taxidermy body
of the present invention will be accomplished by refer-

ence to the drawings wherein:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view illustirating the taxi-
dermy form as it would be initially fabricated.

FIG. 2 is a view in vertical section taken along line
2—2of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a view in side elevation illustrating the
taxidermy form after portions have been removed to
illustrate one display position of a fish which is shown in
phantom lines.

F1G. 4 1s a view similar to FIG. 3 except showing a
different altering of the fish form and a fish mounted on
the form in a different position.

FIG. 5 1s a view similar to FIG. 3 showing the form
in still another stage and the fish in still another position.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

Proceeding to a detailed description of the present
invention, the taxidermy form generally 10 is shown in
FIG. 1 and includes a body form 11 with a head section
12 and a tail section 13. The body form 11 is slightly
curved as 1s customary to result in a third dimensional
effect and is fabricated with a third dimensional body
form having the front and back walls 17 and 29 as well
as upper and bottom walls 39 and 40, respectively. As
shown in FIG. 1, the head section 12 has certain perfo-
rations or cut lines 14, 15 and 16. The perforation line 14
at the top of the head section 12 provides a removable
section 41. The perforation lines 15 and 16 also indicate
removable sections 23 and 24 for the projection 42.
These removable portions will be further explained in
the operation to follow. Turning to the tail section 13, it
will be seen that there are further perforation lines for
indicating removable portions. Perforation line 18 pro-
vides a removable portion 25. Similarly, perforation
lines 19, 20 and 21 provide additional removable por-
tions 26, 27 and 28. Numeral 22 indicates the intersec-
tion of lines 19 and 20.

A better understanding of the taxidermy body 10 will
be had by a description of its operation.

Operation '

As indicated in FIGS. 3, 4 and 5, a fish as represented
by the fish body 30 will have the usual fins 32, 33, 34, 35,

~ and 37 as well as the mouth 31 and jaw 43 in the head 36
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and the tail 38. Assuming that a taxidermist wishes to
display the fish in an upper fighting position, a cut will
be made of the taxidermy body form 11 along the line 16
in the head section 12 so as to remove portion 24. An-
other cut will be made along the line 22 so as to remove
portions 27 and 28. The resulting form will be that as



o . 3
shown in FIG. 3 in the fighting up position. The fish as

previously described can then be placed over the form

and processed in the usual manner to result in the fish as
displayed in FIG. 3 with lines 16’ and 22’ indicating
portions of the body along which cuts were made on

corresponding lines. The jaw 43 and head 36 as well as

the tail 38 is supported in an upward manner as indi-
same fish in a straight manner as indicated in FIG. 4, the
resulting fish will be as indicated in FIG. 4 in a straight

position with lines 18’ and 21’ indicating body portions
along which cuts were made on corresponding lines.

- cated Assuming that the taxidermist wishes to show the

15

'FIG. 5 represents the fish including the jaw 43 and head

36 as well as the tail 38 supported in a downward fight- '

ng pos:tlon This is accomplished by cutting the form
body 11 along lines 19 of the tail section for the removal
 of portions 25 and 26 and cutting along the line 14 for

20

~ removal of the portion 41 as well as cutting along the
line 15 for removal of portion 23 in the head section 12.

This results in the form of a body and fish as indicated

_in FIG. 5. The lines 19, 14’ and 15’ indicate the body
portions along which cuts were made on correspondlng
lines. | |

- afford the taxidermist at least three body motions for a

It will thus be seen that through the present invention
there is now provided a single body form which can
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fish without having to prepare three different body

forms. The fish body in this instance is formed from a

- polyurethane material. However, other easily severable

~ lightweight materials such as styrofoam or other pour- 3'5

able plastic foams could be utilized. The present fish

. form body allows taxidermists the handling of a re-

. ‘duced inventory of fish form bodies and aocordlngly
reduces the cost.

While three different motion forms have been de-'-

scribed for the taxidermy form, it is obvious that other

- modifications of the form can be made by removal of

certain sections depending upon wishes of the taxider-
~mist. Certain proportionate relationships have been
shown which are suitable for a particular type of fish. It
should be recognized that the proportions can vary

depending upon the species of fish which are to be
mounted. Further, the taxidermy form of this invention =

40

45

'- 10
 body 11 will be cut along the lines 18 and 21 so as to
result in the removal of the portions 25 and 28. The
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is suitable for use w1th any Ssize ﬁsh form prewously

utilized.

The foregomg invention can now be practiced by |

- those skilled in the art. Such persons will know that the

invention is not necessarily restricted to the embodi-
ments presented herein. The scope of the invention is to
be defined by the terms in the following claims as giving

“meaning by the preceding description.

Iclaim: | - |

1. A taxidermy body which will afford optional posi-
tions for a fish from a single body form comprising:

a three-dimensional body form depicting a general

~profile of a fish body with a projection section at

one end for supporting a fish jaw and head and a

~ section at another end for supporting a tail; |

said body form produced from a material which 1s

readily severable and having a front wall, a back
wall as well as a top wall; and

llnes extending over said projection and tail support-

ing sections to indicate removal portions so that.

when certain portions are removed the body form
will present a first position; when other portions
are removed the body form will present a second
position and when still other portions are removed
~ the form will present a third position.
2. The invention according to claim 1 wherein one of
said first, second or third posmons simulates a fish fight-
Ing up position.

3. The invention according to claim 1 wherein one of
said first, second or third positions mmulates a fish ﬁght-
mg down position.

4. The invention accordmg to claim 1 wherem one of
said first, second or third posmons sunulates a ﬁsh in a
straight position. |

5. The invention according to claim 1 wherem said

body form is fabricated from a polyurethane plastic
material and said lines extending over said projection

and tail supporting portions are cutaway lines.
6. The invention according to claim 2 wherein said

lines indicate a removal of lower sections of sald projec-

tion and tail supporting portions.

7. The invention according to claim 3 wherein said
lines indicate a removal of upper sections of sald proj ec-
tion and tail supportmg portions. .

8. The invention according to claim 4 wherein said
lines indicate a removal of upper and lower sections of =

said tail supporting portion.
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