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[57] ABSTRACT

An adjustable bookstand or bookholder (10) includes a
retractable easel (32) mounted on the spine (16) for
movement between extended and retracted positions.
The easel (32) includes brace members (34 and 36)

which are easily and conveniently adjusted to change
the supported angle of inclination as desired. Releasable
connectors (40, 42, and 44) are preferably provided for
securing the easel (32) in retracted position within the
bookholder (10).

3 Claims, 4 Drawing Figures
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1
ADJUSTABLE BOOKHOLDER

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates generally to a book-
stand or bookholder. More particularly, the present
invention relates to an adjustable bookholder including
an easel which 1s both retractable and adjustable for

readily supporting bound or unbound (looseleaf) mate-

rials at a convenient angle for reading, studying, copy-
ing, and the like.

BACKGROUND ART

Effective study requires reading a large amount of
textbook or reference materials in either bound or loose-
leaf form. Proper support of such materials minimizes
fatigue and eyestrain and thus facilitates reading and
retention of the information therein. Placing the materi-
als on a flat desk or table top may not be the best for
effective studying because the reader or student often
has to lean over the materials for the best view, which
itself leads to fatigue. It 1s usually best to prop the read-
ing material at some angle roughly perpendicular to the
reader or student’s line of sight to reduce glare from
overhead lights and to minimize eyestrain and fatigue.
However, the best angle of support depends upon the
reader’s height and posture, relationship to the chair
and table top, available lighting, etc.

Various bookstands or bookholders have been devel-
oped for this purpose. For example, U.S. Pat. No.
2,451,694 to Schade shows a three-ring binder with an
easel pivoted about the inside of the top edge of the
spine. U.S. Pat. No. 1,278,619 to Fant shows a book-
holder with a U-shaped brace which is pivoted to the
back and secured by a flexible chain. U.S. Pat. No.
4,355,821 to Crawford illustrates a display binder in
which the lower portions of the covers can be flexed
and secured to act like an easel. U.S Pat. No. 2,490,356
to Hummel shows a collapsible bookrest. Nevertheless,
these prior approaches have tended to be relatively
complex and/or expensive, and have not been readily
adjustable for best use by the particular reader or stu-
dent.

A need has thus developed for an improved book-
holder of inexpensive construction having a collapsible
easel that 1s readily adjustable to suit the user.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention comprises an improved book-
stand or easel which overcomes the foregoing and other
difficulties associated with the prior art. In accordance
with the invention, there is provided a bookholder in-
cluding interconnected covers and spine. Support mem-
bers of generally inverted F-shaped cross section are
secured to the lower edges of the covers for supporting
bound or unbound matertals when the bookholder is
opened. A retractable easel 1s pivoted to the spine for
movement between extended and retracted positions.
The easel includes a rigid upper brace portion and a

flexible but inextensible lower portion adapted for re-
leasable attachment to a connector on the lower edge of
the spine. Another connector is preferably provided for
securing the folded easel portions together in the re-
tracted position. In the preferred embodiment, the
lower easel portion and connector comprise sections of
hook-and-loop type material like that sold under the
mark VELCRO, for positively retaining the easel in
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2

either retracted position or in adjustable, extended posi-
tion.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS A
better understanding of the invention can be had by
reference to the following Detailed Description in
conjunction with the accompanying Drawings,
wherein:

FIG. 1 1s a perspective view of the bookstand or
bookholder of the present invention showing the easel
In extended position;

FIG. 2 1s a perspective view showing the easel in
partially retracted position;

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the bookholder in
closed position; and

FIG. 4 1s an enlarged sectional view taken along lines
4—4 of FIG. 2 in the direction of the arrows.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Referring now to the Drawing, wherein like refer-
ence numerals designate like or corresponding elements
throughout the views, there is shown the adjustable
bookstand or bookholder 10 of the invention. As will be
explamed more fully hereinafter, the bookholder 10 is of
improved simplified construction incorporating an easel
which is both retractable and adjustable.

The bookholder 10 includes opposite covers 12 and
14 connected to an intermediate spine 16. Spine rules 18
and 20 are provided between the spine 16 and covers 12
and 14, respectively, to define “living hinges” for pivot-
ally interconnecting the covers and spine for movement
between open and closed positions. The covers 12 and

14 and spine 16 can be of conventional vinyl-sealed
construction similar to that utilized in the binder indus-

try wherein sheets of cardboard or chipboard are sealed
between sheets of vinyl, cut and heat-sealed about their
peripheries to enclose the rigid inserts therein. If de-
sired, additional partial sheets 22 and 24, sealed about
their side and lower edges, can be provided on the
lower inside surfaces of covers 12 and 14, respectively,
to define retainer pockets.

Flange members 26 and 28 are secured to the lower-
most edges of covers 12 and 14, respectively. The flange
members 26 and 28 are preferably of inverted F-shaped
cross section as best seen in FIG. 4, including a pair of
upright parallel spaced apart portions connected to a
projecting lateral portion. The upright portions of
members 26 and 28 define slots for receiving the lower
edges of the covers 12 and 14, respectively, which are
then secured to the flange members by means of rivets
30 or other suitable fasteners. The projecting lateral
portions of flange members 26 and 28 define supporting
surfaces for the bound or unbound material to be held
when the bookholder 10 is open. The projecting lateral
portions of the members 26 and 28 are preferably
slightly offset to avoid interference when the book-
holder 10 is closed as shown in FIG. 3.

The bookholder 10 further includes a retractable
easel 32 mounted on the spine 16. The easel 32 is both
foldable and retractable. In particular, the easel 32 in-
cludes an upper rigid portion 34 and a lower flexible,
but inextensible portion 36. The upper easel portion 34
1s preferably secured to the top inside surface of spine 16
by rivets 38. The upper easel portion 34 also includes a
hinge 40 which may comprise a living hinge of the type
similar to hinges 18 and 20, which enables pivotal move-
ment of the easel 32 between extended and retracted
positions. FIG. 1 shows the easel 32 in extended posi-
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tion, while FIG. 2 shows it in the near-retracted posi-
tion. The upper easel portion 34, which serves as a
brace or support, can be of vinyl-covered chipboard
construction like covers 12 and ‘14 and spine 16, but 1s
preferably constructed of plastic or vinyl-covered plas- 5
tic for additional strength.

The lower easel portion 36 is preferably formed of
flexible but substantially inextensible material, such as

hook-and-loop type fastener material known as VEL-
CRO. A corresponding releasable connector 42 of simi-
lar materal, as is best seen in FIG. 2, is provided on the
lower inside surface of spine 16 for releasable connec-
tion to the lower easel portion 36 when the easel 32 is
extended so as to provide adjustability. The lower easel
portion 36 can be formed from a length of the “loop™ 15
portion, while the connector 42 can be formed from a
section of the “hook” portion of such material. This
comprises an important feature of the invention which
allows ready and convenient adjustability of the angle
of inclination of the bookholder 10 to best suit the user.
The lower easel portion 36 can be connected to connec-
tor 42 along the length of the lower easel portion, to
adjust the angle of bookholder 10 as desired.

In accordance with the preferred construction, con-
nectors 44 and 46 are also provided on opposite sides of 25
the upper easel portion 34 at opposite ends thereof to
positively retain the easel 32 in retracted position inside
the bookholder 10. The connector 44 engages connec-
‘tor 40, while the connector 46 engages the free end of
the lower easel portion 36, where the easel 32 is re- 30
tracted and retained. Connector 46 is preferably of simi-
lar construction to connector 42. Connector 44 can
.. comprlse a separate connector, but preferably com-
prises an end of the lower easel portion 36 folded about
and glued or otherwise fastened to the lower end of the
upper easel portion 34. Although this type of connector
is preferred, it will be understood that other types of
- snitable fasteners or connectors could be utilized.

From the foregoing, it will thus be apparent that the
present invention comprises an improved adjustable 40
bookstand or bookholder having several advantages
over the prior art. One advantage is that the bookholder
herein is of sturdy but inexpensive construction. An-
other advantage is that the easel, which is normally
retained in retracted position, can be extended and then 45
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be readily and conveniently adjusted to support the
bookholder at the desired angle of inclination depend-
ing upon the user. Other advantages will be evident to
those skilled in the art.

Although particular embodiments of the invention
have been illustrated in the accompanying Drawing and

described in the foregoing Detailed Description, it will
be understood that the invention is not limited only to

the embodiments disclosed, but is intended to embrace
any alternatives, equivalents, modifications and/or rear-
rangements of elements falling within the scope of the
invention as defined by the following claims.

I claim:

1. An adjustable bookholder, which comprises:

a pair of covers secured to opposite edges of an inter-
mediate spine for relative pivotal movement be-
tween opened and closed posittons;

sald spine and covers each having inside and outside
surfaces and upper and lower edges;

ledge means secured to the lower edges of said covers
for supporting bound or unbound materials
thereon;

a rigid first member pivotally secured at one end to
the upper edge of said spine for pivotal movement
between extended and retracted positions;

a flexible but substantially inextensible second mem-
ber secured at one end to the other end of said first
member;

a releasable first connector secured to the lower in-
side surface of said spine for releasable engagement
with said cross member for adjusting the destred
angle of inclination of the bookholder; and

releasable second and third connectors secured to
opposite ends of said first member for releasable
engagement with the said other ends of said first
and second members, respectively to retain said
members in retracted position.

2. The bookholder of claim 1, wherein said ledge
means comprises members of generally inverted F-
shaped cross section.

3. The bookholder of claim 1, further including:

means defining a retainer pocket on the inner surface

of each cover.
L %k - ¥ 2k
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