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GRIPPER APPARATUS

4,607,873

Thus 1s a continuation of application Sef. No. 517,329,

filed July 26, 1983; now abandoned.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION |

1. Field of the Invention
The present invention relates to pneumatic and hy-

- draulic operating gripping apparatuses, and more par- 10

ticularly to a gripping apparatus having two levers
selectively movable toward and away from each other
by an actuating member disposed: between the levers
and connected to a pneumatically or hydraulically op-
erated piston assembly. |

2. Description of the Prior Art

Various types of pneumaticlly or hydraulically oper-
ated grippers are available generally including a power
cylinder having a piston rod projecting from one end of
a cylinder body with two opposed jaws movably
mounted on the cylinder body end for movement
toward and away from each other. The jaws are opera-
bly connected to the piston rod, reciprocation of the
| piston and piston rod causing the jaws to move toward
and away from each other.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a gripping apparatus
including a supporting body having a pair of spaced,
generally parallel levers independently mounted
thereon for movement toward and away from each
other. An actuating member is reciprocably disposed
between and operably connected to the levers for mov-
ng the levers in unison toward and away from each
other in response to reciprocable movement of the actu-
ating member. Means are provided for reciprocating the
actuating member to thereby operate the levers.

In one embodiment of the invention, the body is in
the form of a cylinder and the reciprocating means is a
piston reciprocably received thereby. The levers are
mounted for pivotal movement toward and away from
each other about spaced and parallel pivot axes. The
levers extend longitudinally of the piston on diametri-
cally opposite sides thereof and the actuating member
extends axially thereof.

In another embodiment of the invention, the body 1s
again in the form of a cylinder and the reciprocating
means 18 a piston reciprocably received thereby, and the
levers are mounted for lateral movement toward and
away from each other while maintaining their parallel
relationship. A cam means is provided at the operative
connection between the actuating member and the le-
vers to move the levers toward and away from each
other in a direction perpendicular to the axis of the
piston upon reciprocation of the actuating member.

It is an object of this invention to provide pneumati-
cally or hydraulically operated gripping apparatuses
having movable levers operated by an actuating mem-
ber disposed therebetween upon reciprocation of the
actuating member by a piston mounted in a cylinder
body.

- It 15 another object of this invention to provide such
gripping apparatuses which are simple in design, eco-
nomical to manufacture, and durable in operation.

The above-mentioned and other features and objects

of this invention and the manner of obtaining them will

become more apparent and the invention itself will be
best understood by reference to the following descrip-
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tion of an embodiment of the invention taken in con-
junction with the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In the drawings, | |

FI1G. 1 is a perspective view of one embodiment of
the present invention; FIG. 2 is a longitudinal sectional

~view of the embodiment of FIG. 1 with tfie jaws in the

open position;
'F1G. 3 1s similar to FIG. 2 with the jaws in the closed

position;

FIG. 4 is an exploded view of the embodiment of

FIG. 1; |

FIG. 5 is a fragmentary longitudinal sectional view of
the jaw assembly of the embodiment of FIG. 1:

FIG. 6'is a top plan view of the open ended body of
the embodiment of FIG. 1;

FIG. 7 is a perspective view of a second embodiment
of the present invention; |

FIG. 8 is a longitudinal sectional view of the second
embodiment with the jaws in the open position:

FIG. 9 1s similar to FIG. 8 with the jaws in the closed
position; o

FIG. 10 is an exploded view of the second embodi-
ment; | |

FIG. 10a is a perspective view of a modified jaw part;

FIG. 11 is a perspective view of a third embodiment:

FIG. 12 is a longitudinal sectional view of the third

‘embodiment with the jaws in the open position:

F1G. 13 is similar to FIG. 12 with the jaws in the
closed position; |

FIG. 14 is an exploded view of the third embodiment;
and | |

FIG. 15 is a perspective illustration of one of the
embodiments of this invention but showing a piston-

‘actuated proximity switch mounted thereon;

FIG. 16 is an end view of the cylinder body of the
gripper of FIG. 15, which is otherwise in FIGS. 1
through 3;

FI1G. 17 1s a top
FIG. 16; |

FIG. 18 is a perspective view partially exploded of
the switch hold-down bar shown in FIGS. 16 and 17:
and | |

FIG. 19 is a cross-section taken substantially along
section line 19—19 of FIG. 18. |

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Referring initially to FIGS. 1-6, and particularly
FIG. 4, gripping apparatus 20 of the present invention is
tllustrated generally comprising three main subassem-
blies, namely piston subassembly 22, jaw subassembly
24, and block subassembly 26. |

The three subassemblies 22, 24, 26 are generally sup-
ported by open ended body 28 having blind bore 30
therein. Bore 30 has formed therein counterbores 32, 34,
36 (FIG. 3); counterbore 32 being greater in diameter
than counterbore 34 to thereby form annular shoulder
38 therebetween, and counterbore 34 being greater in
diameter than counterbore 36 to form annular shoulder
40. |

Referring to FIGS. 2, 3, and 6, body 28 has port 42
disposed therein and communicating with bore 30
through counterbore 34, and a second port 44 commu-
nicating with bore 30 through opening 46 in bottom 48
of bore 30. |

Referring now to FIGS. 2, 3, and 4, piston subassem-
bly 22 comprises piston 50, piston rod 52, bushing 54,

'plan view of the cylinder body of
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and dog retainer 56. Piston 50 is reciprocably received
within counterbore 36 to form a double acting cylinder
in bore 30, and further has threaded bore 58 axially
disposed therein. Piston 50 is sealed against the inner
surfaces of counterbore 36 by block vee seal 60 in com-
panion groove 62 and block vee seal 64 in companion
groove 66. Two additional seal backups, backup 68 and
backup 70 are received within companion grooves 62,
66, respectively, and are axially inwardly disposed
towards each other relative to block vee seals 60, 64.
Block vee seals 60, 64 are disposed within their respec-
tive companion grooves 62, 66 so as to face opposite
directions, each one facing a direction of applied fluid
Pressure. |

Continuing to refer to FIGS. 2, 3, and 4, piston rod 52
has threaded bore 74 disposed in one end thereof and
threaded end 76 on the opposite end thereof which is
threadedly secured in bore 58 of piston 50. Bushing 54
1s slidably received over piston rod 52 and sealed there-
against by block vee seal 78 and seal backup 80 in com-
panion groove 82 and block vee seal 84 and seal backup
86 1n companion groove 88 of bushing 54. Backup 80 is
disposed above block vee seal 78 and backup 86 is dis-
posed above block vee seal 84 as viewed in FIGS. 2 and
3.

Dog retainer 56 has threaded end 90 which is thread-
edly secured in bore 74 of piston rod 52 to complete the
assembly of piston subassembly 22. Dog retainer 56 also
has cylindrical opening 92 disposed therein with the
longitudinal axis of opening 92 being generally perpen-
dicular to the longitudinal axis of piston rod S52.

Bushing 54 has bushing shoulder 94 formed at the
juncture of bushing neck 96 with bushing 54, and upon
reciprocably recieving piston 50 in counterbore 36,
bushing 54 1s supported in bore 30 by bushing shoulder
94 engaging shoulder 38 formed between counter bores
32, 34. Bushing 54 is seated within bore 30 such that
surface 98 of bushing 54 is coplanar with surface 100 of
body 20 (FIGS. 2, 3). Further, two variable volume
chambers are formed upon assemblying piston subas-
sembly 22, namely fluid chamber 102 communicating
with port 44 and annular fluid chamber 104 communi-
cating with port 42. Fluid chamber 102 is defined by
bore 36 and the bottom surface of piston 50, and annular
fluid chamber 104 is generally defined by bushing neck
96 and bores 30, 34. Bushing 54 is sealed against coun-
terbore 32 by O-ring 106 and seal backup 108 in com-
panion groove 110 of bushing 54.

There are two jaw subassemblies 24, each one com-
- prising an L-shaped jaw 112, a dog 114, a pivot pin 116
and a seal 118. A description of only one jaw assembly
24 will be given since both are identical except for the
placement of individual jaws 112 on diametric sides of
piston subassembly 22. Each dog 114 is press fitted in a
jaw socket 120 disposed in jaw 112, and has a generally
spherically shaped remote end portion 122. Pivot pin
116 1s disposed 1n elbow hole 124 in jaw 112, the axis of
elbow hole 124 being perpendicular to the axis of jaw
socket 120. Finally, seal 118 is disposed on dog 114
between its remote end portion 122 and the end of the
shorter arm of jaw 112.

Each jaw assembly 24 is assembled to piston subas-
sembly 22 by inserting dog 114 in respective opposite
ends of cylindrical opening 92 in dog retainer 56 as
illustrated in FIGS. 2, 3, and 5.

Block subassembly 26 comprises two bushing blocks
126, 128, each one having two sleeve bearings 130 re-
cetved in respective openings 132 in opposite ends
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4
thereof. Additionally, each bushing block 126 and 128
has two clearance openings 134 for receiving respective
cap screws 136.

Block subassembly 26 is then assembled to jaw subas-
semblies 24 by receiving the respective remote end
portions of pivot pins 116 in respective bearings 130.
Bushing blocks 126, 128 are then secured to body 28 by
threadedly engaging cap screws 136 in respective
threaded holes 138 in surface 100 of body 28. When
bushing blocks 126, 128 are secured to body 28, they
abut against and secure bushing 54 in bore 30. Conse-
quently, bushing blocks 126, 128 uniquely serve two
purposes, one being to support jaw subassemblies 24
during the operation thereof and the other to secure
bushing 54 1n bore 30. In addition, it should be noted
that openings 132 in bushing blocks 126, 128 are closed
to aid 1n maintaining the lubricant properties of respec-
tive bearings 130.

Referring now to FIGS. 2, 3, and in particular to
FI1G. 5, spherical remote end portions 122 of respective
dogs 114 have respective planar surfaces 140 in facing
relationship with each other, and the diameters of re-
mote end portions 122 are just slightly less than the
diameter of cylindrical opening 92 to form an arrange-
ment similar to a ball-and-socket joint. This compen-
sates for angular misalignment between the longitudinal
axes of dogs 114 and the longitudinal axis of cylindrical
opening 92 upon assembly of apparatus 20, and, upon
reciprocation of dog retainer 56, permits spherical re-
mote end portions 122 to rotate and slide within cylin-
drical opening 92.

Referring to FIG. §, the purpose of planar surfaces
140 15 to allow jaws 112 to be as close as possible with-
out decreasing the pivot arm distance L. between re-
spective pivot axes 142 of pivot pins 116 and respective
pivot centers 144 of dogs 114. Although the distance
between planar surfaces 140 is exaggerated in FIG. 5, it
1s clear that by providing planar surfaces 140, spherical
remote end portions 122 may be more closed spaced
together than if they were completely spherical in
shape. This compact assembly is considered one of the
unique features of the present invention in that the pivot
arm distances “L” remain relatively the same while
moving jaws 112 close together.

As described, gripping apparatus 20 is fully assem-
bled and remains only to be secured to an operating
apparatus (not shown) for providing pressure fluid to
ports 42, 44 for the operation thereof. In mounting grip-
ping apparatus 20, body 28 is provided with three pilot
holes 146 disposed in three different surfaces of body 28,
the surfaces being perpendicular to each other. Four
threaded openings 148 are arranged about each pilot
hole 146 for receiving respective cap screws (not
shown). Upon mounting apparatus 20, a male stud (not
shown) is received in a respective pilot hole 146 and
apparatus 20 1s secured in place by cap screws (not
shown) threadedly received through a mounting plate
(not shown) and in respective openings 148. Pilot holes
146 serve to aid In mounting apparatus 20 and to carry
or absorb the major load forces during the operation
thereof.

In operation, pressure fluid is selectively introduced
alternately through port 42 into annular fluid chamber
104 and port 44 to fluid chamber 102 to reciprocate
piston S0 within bore 30. Upon reciprocation of piston
50, piston rod 52 1s reciprocated in bushing 54 and dog
retainer 56 is likewise reciprocated to pivot jaws 112
about their pivot axes 142. FIG. 2 illustrates the position




S

of jaws 112 when pressure fluid has been introduced
into fluid chamber 102 to move piston 50 upwardly, and
FIG. 3 illustrates the reverse wherein pressure fluid has
been introduced into annular fluid chamber 104 to move
piston S0 downwardly. In each case, the spherical re-
mote end portions 122 slide and rotate within cylindri-
cal opening 92 upon reciprocation of dog retainer 56.
If desired, apparatus 20 may be modified wherein
only one jaw 112 is pivotal by disengaging the other jaw
112 and securing it in a stationary position. |
Gripping apparatus 20 may be made of any suitable
~ materials, but it is preferred that bushing 54 be made of
bearing bronze and, piston rod 52, pivot pins 116 and
dog retainer 56 be made of a steel material, and body 28,
bushing blocks 126, 128, jaws 112 and piston 50 be made
of an aluminum material.
- As described, gripping apparatus 20 is uniquely ad-
vantageous in several respects. First, apparatus 20 is less
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by threaded engagement, and set screw 172 may be
Integral to piston rod 168. Set screw 172 has hex head

~opening 174 axially disposed in its remote threaded end

portion 176.

- Piston assembly 158 comprises bushing 178 having a
narrow bushing neck 180 forming bushing shoulder 182
and shdably receives piston rod 168 in opening 184
axially disposed therein. Seal 188 is received in compan-
ion groove 190, 192 in bushing 178 and seal piston rod
168 in opening 184. Pin retainer 194 having threaded
hole 196 is threadedly engaged with threaded end por-
tion 176 of set screw 172, and has oppositely disposed
slots 198, 200 therein, the axes of slots 198, 200 being
parallel and generally perpendicular to the axis of
threaded hole 196.

With piston 160 and bushing 178 received in bore 156

- of body 154, bushing shoulder 182 engages bore shoul-

costly to produce due to its unique simplicity of design.

For example, as earlier indicated, bushing blocks 126,
128 serve not only to act as a support for jaw subassem-
blies 24, but also to secure bushing 54 within bore 30,
thereby eliminating additional structural elements. Fur-
thermore, apparatus 20 has a minimum number of oper-
ating or moving elements to simplify the production
and maintenance thereof, thereby reducing costs.

A second advantage of gripping apparatus 20 is its
durability in that the moving parts are sealed to main-
tain the lubricant therein and to prevent the entry of

dust and other foreign particles. For example, rubber- 30

like seals 118 serve to maintain the lubrication applied to
dogs 114 and dog retainer 56 upon assembly, and closed
openings 132 in bushing blocks 126, 128 serve likewise
for oil impregnated bearings 130. | |
Thirdly, gripping apparatus 20 is capable of being
-compactly assembled because of planar surfaces 140 on
spherical remote end portions 122 of dogs 114 and the
placement of piston subassembly 22 between pivot axes
142 of respective jaws 112. Planar surfaces 140 permit
Jaws 112 to be more closely spaced together without
decreasing the lengths of pivot arm distances L, thereby

providing greater power than prior art apparatuses of
equal size. |
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der 202 formed by counterbore 204 in bore 156. Bushin g
178 1s secured within bore 156 by snap-ring 206 snap-fit-
ted n circular groove 208 in bore 156, and is sealed
against bore 156 by O-ring 210 in groove 156.

Piston 160 and bushing 178 define in bore 156 fluid
chamber 214 communicating with port 216 through
opening 218 and annular fluid chamber 220 communi-
cating with port 224. Chambers 214 and 220 are variable
volume chambers into which a pressure fluid is selec-
tively introduced alternately through ports 216, 224,
respectively, to reciprocate piston 160 in bore 156.

Body 154 has two parallel spaced apart wall-like
projections 226, 228 extending axially of and on diamet-
rically opposite sides of bore 156, and two lugs 230, 232
disposed between such projections 226, 228 on diametri-
cally opposite sides of bore 156. Disposed in projection
226 and lug 232, and projection 228 are holes 234, 236,
238, respectively, in axial alignment with each other,
and disposed within projection 226, lug 230 and projec-
tion 228 are holes 240 and 242, respectively, (the hole in

~ lug 230 not being shown) in axial alignment with each

40

Another advantage of gripping apparatus 20 is the

virtual elimination of backlash. Backlash generally will

~occur at two places, one being between pivot pins 116
and openings 132 in bushing blocks 126, 128, and the
other between dogs 114 and dog retainer 56. By provid-
ing bearings 130 in openings 132, minimal clearance is
provided between pivot pins 116 and respective bear-
ings 130 to essentially eliminate lateral or radial move-
ment of pins 116 in bushing blocks 126, 128. Similarly,
the ball-and-socket joint of dogs 114 in cylindrical hole
92 compensates for any axial or other misalignment
between dogs 114 and dog retainer 56 as earlier de-
scribed. Referring now to FIGS. 11, 12, 13 and 14, a
- second embodiment of the present invention is illus-
trated in the form of gripping apparatus 152, which is
generally of a smaller scale than gripping apparatus 20.
Gripping apparatus 152 is similar to apparatus 20 in that
it has body 154 with bore 156 therein for reciprocably
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recetving piston assembly 158. Piston assembly 158

comprises piston 160 having a piston seal 162 received
In companion groove 164 and a threaded bore 166 axi-
ally disposed therein. Piston rod 168 has threaded end
170 secured within threaded bore 166, and set screw 172
disposed on its end opposite from threaded end 170.
Piston rod 168 may be secured to piston 160 other than

65

other.

Apparatus 152 is provided with two jaws 244, 246
pivotally connected between projections 226, 228 and
lugs 230, 232. For example, jaw 244, which is generally
L-shaped, has an elbow hole 248 disposed therein and a
pin 250 press fitted into another hole 252. Pin 250 is
received in slot 198 in pin retainer 194 (FIG. 13) and
Jaw 244 is received between projection 228 and lug 232
such that hole 236 in lug 232, hole 248 in jaw 224, and
hole 238 in projection 228 are in axial alignment to
receive pivot pin 255 (FIG. 13) therein. Pivot pin 255 is
prvotably secured within holes 236, 248, 238 in any
suitable manner.

In a similar manner, jaw 246 has pin 251 (FIG. 13
received in slot 200 of pin retainer 194, and is received
between projection 226 and lug 230 such that hole 240
is aligned with a hole (not shown) in jaw 246 and lug
230 to receive pivot pin 254 therein. | |

In operation, pressure fluid is alternately introduced
through ports 224, 216 to reciprocate piston 160, piston
rod 168, and pin retainer 194. Upon reciprocation of pin
retainer 194, pins 250, 251 are moved up and down as
viewed in FIGS. 12 and 13 to pivot jaws 244, 246 about
their respective pivot pins 254, 255. | -

By disposing pins 250, 251 of jaws 244, 246 on oppo-
site sides of pin retainer 194 from respective pivot pins
255, 254, the length of lever arm L (FIG. 14) of each

Jaw 244 and 246 is greater than if pins 250, 251 were on

the same side of pin retainer 194 as their respective
pivot pins, thereby maximizing the gripping force of
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gripping apparatus 152. Moreover, the gripping force
provided by gripping apparatus 20 is much larger than
most prior art devices of similar size.

Angular adjustment of jaws 244, 246 relative to each
other 1s provided by set screw 172 and pin retainer 194.
By turning set screw 172 relative to pin retainer 194 by
means of hex head opening 174, the axial length of pis-
ton assembly 158 may be increased or decreased to vary
the length of piston rod assembly consequently the
angular adjustment of jaws 244, 246.

Similar to gripping apparatus 20, gripping apparatus
152 may be modified so that only one jaw 244 or 246 is
pivotal by disengaging one of the pins 250, 251 from pin
retainer 194 and securing its respective jaw in a station-
ary position.

As illustrated in FIG. 14, and for purposes of illustra-
tion only, jaw blanks 254 may be secured to jaws 244,
246 by screws 238 threadedly received in holes 260 and
holes 262 in jaws 244, 246.

Gripping apparatus 152 is securely mounted by
means of screws (not shown) threadedly received in
holes 264 1n body 154. Pressure fluid to operate gripping
apparatus 152 1s supplied by attachments, such as fit-
tings 266.

Referring now to FIGS. 7, 8, 9, and 10, a third em-
bodiment of the present invention is illustrated. Grip-
ping apparatus 268 and gripping apparatus 20 are identi-
cal with respect to body 28 and piston subassembly 22
except that the piston length differs and dog retainer 56
1s substituted with cam bar 270. Therefore, identical
reference numberals have been used where appropriate,
and a description of body 28 and piston subassembly 22
for gripping apparatus 268 will not be made.

Cam bar 270 has threaded end 272 threadedly secured
in threaded bore 74 of piston rod 52, and has two cam
slots 274, 276 disposed therein and angularly disposed
relative to the longitudinal axis of piston subassembly 22
as 1llustrated. Two generally L-shaped jaws 278, 280 are
provided having respective recesses 282, 284 for slid-
- ably receiving opposite ends of cam bar 270 therein.
Cam slots 274, 276 are received within respective re-
cessed 282, 284, and a cam pin 286 is received through
openings 288 in jaw 278 and cam slot 274. A second cam

pin 287 (FIG. 9) is likewise received in openings 290 of

jaw 20 and cam slot 276.

Each jaw 278, 280 has a pair of oppositely disposed
tracks therein; jaw 278 having tracks 292, 294, and jaw
280 having tracks 296, 298. The remote ends of each
cam pin 286, 287, which are received through jaws 278,
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280, are substantially coplanar with the innersurfaces of 50

tracks 292, 294, 296, 298 so as not to extend therebeyond
for purposes described hereinafter. surfaces thereof.
Alummum bushing blocks 300, 302 have respective
hardened alloy steel guides 304, 306 received in respec-
tive grooves 308, 310 disposed therein. Each of the
bushing blocks 300, 302 have two countersunk clear-

53

ance holes 312 i1n axial alignment with threaded blind

holes (not shown) in respective guides 304, 306, and cap
screws 314 are recetved through respective holes 312
and threadedly secured in the respective openings (not
shown) of guides 304, 306 to secure guides 304, 306 in
respective bushing blocks 300, 302.

Bushing blocks 300, 302 are positioned on opposite
sides of jaws 278, 280 such that guide 304 is received in
tracks 292, 296 of jaws 278, 280, respectively, and guide
306 1s likewise received by tracks 294, 298 of respective
jaws 278, 280. Blocks 300, 302 are secured against jaws
278, 280 and cam bar 270 by two cap screws 316 re-

60
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ceived through respective clearance holes 318 in blocks
300, 302 and holes 317 in guides 304, 306 and threadedly
received by respective jaw nuts 320, only one of which
1s illustrated. Jaws 278, 280 are laterally disposed be-
tween cap screws 316, and when jaws 278, 280 are in the
open position cap screws 316 are received in grooves
322, 324 of respective jaws 278, 280 (FIG. 8).

Bushing blocks 300, 302 abut against and secure bush-
ing 54 in bore 30, and are themselves secured to body 28
by four cap screws 326 (only one of which is illustrated)
received through openings 328 in blocks 300, 302 and
threadedly secured in threaded holes 138 of body 28.
Cover plate 330 is secured to bushing blocks 300, 302 by
six cap screws 332 received through respective holes
334 1n cover plate 330 and threadedly secured in
threaded holes 336 in blocks 300, 302. Slots 338 in cover
plate 330 receive the remote end portions of jaws 278,
280 during the operation of apparatus 268. Cover plate
300 serves to protect moving parts from dirt and other
dust particles, and to preserve lubricants applied to the
parts.

Referring to FIG. 7, each bushing block 300, 302 has
centrally disposed therein a lubricating hole 340 with a
plug 342 threadedly secured therein. By removing plugs
342, a lubricant may be easily applied to the moving
parts through lubricating holes 340, thereby eliminating
the necessity of complete disassembly for lubricating
purposes.

In operation, a pressure fluid is alternately applied
through ports 42, 44 and into annular fluid chamber 104
and fluid chamber 102 to reciprocate piston 50 in bore
30 (FIG. 8). Upon reciprocation of piston 50, cam bar

270 moves up and down as illustrated in FI1GS. 8 and 9.
Reciprocation of cam bar 270 causes cam slots 274, 276

to act against cam pins 286, 287 to move jaws 278, 280
laterally back and forth along guides 304, 306 while
maintaining their parallel relationship with each other.

By selectively adjusting cap screws 316, which are
threadedly engaged with threaded jam nuts 320, back-
lash may be essentially eliminated during operation of
gripping apparatus 268. As with the other described
embodiments, one of the jaws 278, 280 may be disen-
gaged from cam bar 270 and secured in a stationary
position to modify apparatus 268 to have only one mov-
able jaw

Referring to FIG. 10g, an alternative jaw piece is
shown. Instead of the jaw pieces each being L-shaped as
indicated by numerals 278, 280 in FIG. 10, they are
block-shaped as indicated by the numeral 278a: a de-
scription of this piece 278a will suffice for both.

The end and front surfaces 342 and 344 are flat and lie
in planes which intersect at right angles. Both surfaces
are provided with threaded bores 346 to 352 to receive
threaded fasteners for mounting jaw parts (not shown
but similar to the elongated portions of jaws 278, 280).
Such jaw parts may be of any suitable size and shape
depending upon the use to which the gripper is to be
put, and the surfaces 342, 344 accommodate desired
mounting thereof.

Referring to FIG. 15, the gripper thereshown is like
that of FIGS. 1 through 3 but in fact may be of any of
the other embodiments, as will become obvious from
the description that follows. On one side of the cylinder
body 28 i1s mounted a proximity switch 353 which is
adapted to sense the position of the piston 50 within the
body 28. The proximity switch may be any one of a
known variety, such as a magnetically actuated reed
switch, a Hall-effect switch, etc. The switch is fixedly
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- secured 1n place so that it will be actuated upon move-
ment of the piston 50 (See FIGS. 2 and 3) whenever it
moves to a precise location within the body 28. Thus, it
is 1important that the switch 353 be capable of belng
adjusted and fixed along the length of the body in a
direction parallel to the axis of the piston movement.
Either one or two such switches 353 may be employed,
the embodiment of FIG. 15 showing a single switch and
those 1llustrated by FIGS. 16 through 19, two switches.
For all practical purposes, essentially the same type
mounting arrangement is used for both.

With reference to FIGS. 16 and 17, a recess 354 of
rectangular outline is formed in one side 356 of the body
28, the recess having sides and a bottom surface as
shown. The bottom surface is in two discrete flat por-
tions 358 and 360 which intersect midway between the
sides to form a straight-line ridge 361. The sides of the
recess 354 as indicated by the numerals 362 and 364 are
also flat and lie in planes forming an angle with the
bottom portions 358 and 360 of about 87 degrees. As is
shown more clearly in FIG. 16, the arrangement thus
far described is symmetrical.

In the embodiment shown in FIGS. 16 and 17, two
proximity switches 353 and 353b are shown mounted on
the flat bottom portions 358z and 360 as shown. These
~ switches are encased in a solidified plastic body, which
is preferably molded, to have flat sides which comple-
ment the flat surfaces and angles of the recess 354, each
switch being essentially of rectangular shape except that
In cross-section the sides intersect the bottom forming
two angles, respectively, of about 87 degrees. The
switches 3532 and 353b snuggly fit against the recess
sides 362 and 364 while the switch bottoms intimately
engage n flush relation the recess surface portlons 358
and 360.

These switches are secured in place within the recess
by means of a bar-like retainer 366 having two flat an-
gled surfaces 368 and 370 symmetrically arranged and
angled to fit flush against the sides of the two switches
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353a and 353b as shown in FIG. 16, the opposite ends of 40

“the retainer 366 having two bores 372 adapted to re-
ceive threaded fasteners 374 which secure the bar to the
side 356 of the cylinder 28.

The apex portion of the retainer 366 is generally flat

as indicated by the numeral 376 and immediately adja-
cent thereto is provided with two elongated grooves

- 378 for receiving a bar-like rubber strip 380 as shown in -

FIGS. 16 and 18. The rubber strip 380 may be com-
pared to a rubber o-ring and is so sized with respect to
the respective groove 378 to fit snugly thereinto and to
project slightly beyond the respective surfaces 368 and
370. Thus, the rubber strips 380 will frictionally engage
the respective sides of the two switches 3534 and 3535.

With the bar retainer 366 in place, the two switches
353a and 353b are securely engaged and forced against
the respective bottom portions and sides of the recess
354. The switches are thus securely held in place.

For the purpose of adjustlng these switches longltudl-
nally of the piston bore, in other words, in a direction
parallel to the axis of the piston 50, it is only necessary

to loosen the threaded fastener 374 sufficiently to re-

lease the binding engagement of the retainer 366 with
the switches but yet to permit frictional engagement of
the rubber strips 380 with the switch sides. The switches
may then be moved longitudinally with respect to the
bar retainer 366 to a desired position where they will be
temporarily held in place by the frictional engagement
of the rubber strips 380. By tightening the threaded
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fasteners 384, the switches may be securely locked into
position. |

The embodiment of FIG. 15 discloses the use of only

a single switch 353. In this case, only one-half of the
recess 354 1s utilized and the bar retainer has only one of
the surfaces 368, 370. Otherwise, the two designs are
identical. |

While this invention has been described has having

preferred embodiments, it will be understood that it is
capable of further modifications. This application is
therefore intended to cover any variations, uses, or
adaptations of the invention following the general prin-
cipals thereof, and including such departures from the °
present disclosure as come within known or customary
practice in the art to which this invention pertains and
tall within the limits of the appended claims.

What 1s claimed is:

1. Gripping apparatus, comprisin g:

a supportmg body;

a pair of opposed spaced apart levers, each said lever
having a mounting arm and a gripping arm angu-
larly joined together at one of their respective
ends, one of said levers being independently pivot-
ally mounted, substantially at the joinder of its said
mounting arm and said gripping arm, to said sup-

- porting body for pivotal movement of its gripping
arm toward and away from the gripping arm of the
other of said levers, said other lever being operably
mounted to said supporting body; |

‘a distal end of said mounting arm of said one of said

levers being formed to have a substantially spheri-

cal shape truncated to have a substantially planar
surface in direct facing relationship with the
mounting arm of said other lever;

an actuating member reciprocably mounted in said
supporting body so as to be generally disposed
between respective distal ends of said mounting
arms of said levers, said actuating member being
reciprocable in a direction orthogonal to a line
projecting between said respective distal ends, said
actuating member including a substantially circu-
larly cylindrical opening therein axially oriented
orthogonally to the direction of reciprocation of
said actuating member and generally along said line
projecting between said respective distal ends, said
cyhndrical opening being operably coupled to said
spherical end of said mounting arm of said one
lever toward and away from said other lever upon
reciprocable movement of said actuating member;

means for reciprocating said actuating member;

said other lever being independently pivotally
mounted substantially at the joinder of its said
mounting arm and said gripping arm, to said sup-
porting body, said levers being pivotal toward and
away from each other about spaced parallel pivot
axes, said actuating member being generally be-
tween said pivot axes and likewise operably cou-
pled to said mounting arm of said other lever to
pivot said levers toward and away from each other

In unison upon reciprocal movement of said actuat-

ing member under actuation of said means for re-

ciprocating said actuating member;
sald means for reciprocating said actuating member is

a piston-cylinder assembly within said supporting

body, said piston being connected to said actuating

member; and
said means including a bushing member for securing
said piston in said cylinder, and wherein said appa-
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ratus further includes a pair of bushing blocks re-
spectively disposed on opposite sides of and slid-
ably abutting against said mounting arms of said
levers, said bushing blocks abutting against said
bushing member, said bushing blocks being secured
to said supporting body to thereby secure said
bushing member in said cylinder, each of said le-
vers being pivotally supported between said pair of
bushing blocks by a respective wrist pin received

through a hole at the pivot axis thereof and in
bearing openings in respective said bushing blocks,
said bushing blocks abutting against and reciproca-
bly supporting said actuating member therebe-
tween.

2. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein the substantially
spherical ends of said mounting arms of said levers are
slidably and rotatably received in oppostte sides of said
cylindrical opening of said actuating member, the re-
spective planar surfaces of the spherical ends being in
direct facing relationship with each other to thereby
permit said levers to be closely spaced together without
decreasing the length of their respective pivot arms
while maintaining a reduced separation between said
pivot axes.

3. A gripping apparatus comprising:

a supporting body, having two parallel wall projec-
tions outwardly extending orthogonally from a
first surface thereof and disposed to be respectively
contiguous with opposed adjacent sides thereof
and having two lug members outwardly extending
orthogonally from the first surface thereof and
disposed to be respectively spaced between facing
opposed surfaces of respective ends of said wall
projections;

a pair of opposed spaced apart levers, each said lever
having a mounting arm and a gripping arm angu-
larly joined together at one of their respective
ends, one of said levers being pivotally supported
between one of said wall projections and one of
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said lug members by a wrist pin received through a 40

hole in the region of joinder of the mounting arm
and the gripping arm of said one level and in re-
spective bearing openings in said one of said wall
projections and said one lug member, the other of

said levers being pivotally supported between the 45

other of said wall projections and the other of said
lug members by a wrist pin received through a hole
in the reglon of joinder of the mountmg arm and
the grlppmg arm of said other lever and in bearing
openings in said other wall projection and said
other lug member, said levers so adapted to pivot
about said wrist pins in parallelly spaced apart
planes; -

an actuating member reciprocably mounted in said
supporting body and disposed generally to recipro-
cate in a plane parallel to and between the planes of
pivoting of said levers, said reciprocation being
generally in a direction orthogonal to said first
surface of said supporting body, said actuating
member being operably coupled to said mounting
arms of said levers so as to pivot the gripping arms
of said levers so as to pivot the gripping arms of
said levers toward and away from each other in
unison upon reciprocal movement of said actuating
member; and

means for rec:1procat1ng said actuating member.

4. The apparatus of claim 3 wherein said mounting

arms of said levers extend from respective said pivot
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axes of said wrist pins laterally inwardly on opposite
sides of said actuating member, the remote end of each
said mounting arm being on the opposite side of said
actuating member from its respective said pivot axis and
having a pin member extending outwardly therefrom
parallel to said pivot axes,

said actuating member having a pair of slots oppo-
sitely disposed therein for receiving respective said
pin members.

5. The apparatus of claim 4 wherein said reciprocat-
1ng means 1s a piston-cylinder assembly in said support-
ing body and includes a piston rod disposed between
said piston and said actuating member, said piston rod
being rigidly secured to said piston and threadedly en-
gaged with said actuating member, the stroke of said
piston in said cylinder being axially adjustable by
threadedly adjusting said piston rod relative to said
actuating member, thereby angularly adjustmg the piv-
otal movement of said levers.

6. The apparatus of claim 3, wherein said supportmg
body includes a cylinder and said means for reciprocat-
Ing said actoating member is a piston reciprocably re-
cetved by said cylinder, said levers extending longitudi-
nally of said cylinder on diametrically opposite sides
thereof and said actuating member extending axially of
sald cylinder.

7. The apparatus of claim 6, wherein said piston and
sald body define two variable volume chambers in said
cylinder, said body having two ports therein communi-
cating with respective said variable volume chambers,
whereby pressure fluid is selectively introduced alter-
nately in said chambers to reciprocate said piston.

8. The apparatus of claim 7, further comprising:

an elongated bounded recess formed in a side face of
said supporting body, substantially aligned with the
direction of reciprocation of the piston within said
body;

at least one proximity switch adapted to be received
at an adjustably predetermined position along the
extent of said recess:

a substantially V-shaped bar adapted to be mounted
to said body longitudinally of said recess, and
adapted to retain said at least one proximity switch
within said recess; and

at least one rubber strip extending along such bar in
abutting frictional contact between said bar and
said at least one proximity switch for retaining said
at least one proximity switch in said predetermined
position.

9. Gripper apparatus, comprising:

a supporting body,

a pair of opposed spaced-apart levers, each said lever
having a mounting arm and a gripping arm angu-
larly joined together at one of their respective
ends, one of said levers being independently slid-
ably mounted at its said mounting arm onto said
supporting body for lateral movement toward and
away from the other said lever which is operably
mounted at 1its said mounting arm onto said sup-
porting body, said gripping arms extending out-
wardly from said supporting body in a parallel
relationship to each other,

an actuating member reciprocably mounted in said
supporting body and between said levers,

at least one cam coupled to said mounting arm of said
one lever and mounted on said actuating member,
said at least one cam being operably disposed to
laterally move said one lever toward and away
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from said other lever upon orthogonally directed
reciprocal movement of said actuating member,
said gripping arms maintaining their parallel rela-
tionship during said movement, and

means for reciprocating said actuating member. 5

10. The apparatus of claim 9 wherein said other lever
1s mdependently slidably mounted at its said mouting
arm on said supporting body, said at least one cam being
likewise coupled to said mounting arm of said other
lever so as to be operably disposed to laterally move
sald levers toward and away from each other in unison
upon orthogonally directed reciprocal movement of
said 'actuating member, said gripping arms maintaining
their parallel relationship during said movement of both
said levers.

11. The apparatus of claim 10 further including a pair
of guide blocks on opposite sides of and slidably abut-
ting against said mounting arms of said levers and se-
cured to said supporting body, said levers having on 5
each of their sides abutting said guide blocks one of a
track and a rail, and said guide blocks having on each of
their sides abutting said levers the other of said track
and said rail, said guide blocks slidably supporting said
levers therebetween by said rails being shdably received 25
in respective said tracks.

12. The apparatus of claim 11 wherein said guide
blocks abut against and reciprocably support said actu-
ating member and said at least one cam therebetween,
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and wherein said at least one cam includes a cam surface 30

and a cam follower associated with each slidably
mounted lever, one of said cam surface and said cam
follower being disposed on said actuating member and
the other of said cam surface and said cam follower
disposed on said mounting arms of said levers. = 35
13. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein said supporting
body includes a cylinder and said means for reciprocat-
ing said actuating member is a piston reciprocably re-
ceived by said cylinder, said levers extending longitudi-

nally of said cylinder on diametrically opposite sides 40 |

‘thereof and said actuating member extending axially of
said cylinder. |
14. The apparatus of claim 13, wherein said piston
and said body define two variable volume chamabers in
said cylinder, said body having two ports therein com-
municating with respective said variable volume cham-
bers, whereby pressure fluid is selectively introduced
alternately in said chambers to reciprocate said piston.
15. The apparatus of claim 14, further comprising: 50
an elongated bounded recess formed in a side face of
said supporting body, substantially aligned with the
direction of reciprocation of the plston within said
body;

45

at least one proximity switch adapted to be received 55

at an adjustably predetermined position along the
extent of said recess; |

a substantially V-shaped bar adapted to be mounted
to said body longitudinally of said recess, and
 adapted to retain said at least one proximity sw1tch 60
within said recess; and
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at least one rubber strip extending along such bar in
-abutting frictional contact between said bar and
said at least one proximity switch for retaining said
at least one proximity switch in said predetermined
position. |

16. Gripping apparatus, comprising:

a supporting body;

a pair of opposed spaced apart levers, each said lever
having a mounting arm and a gripping arm angu-
larly joined together at one of their respective
ends, one of said levers being independently pivot-
ally mounted, substantially at the joinder of its said
mounting arm and said gripping arm, to said sup-

- porting body for pivotal movement of its gripping
arm toward and away from the gripping arm of the
other of said levers, said other lever being operably
mounted to said supporting body;

a distal end of said mounting arm of said one of said
levers being formed to have a substantially spheri-
cal shape truncated to have a substantially planar
surface in direct facing relationship with the
mounting arm of said other lever;

an actuating member reciprocably mounted in said
supporting body so as to be generally disposed
between respective distal ends of said mounting
arms of said levers, said actuating member being
reciprocable in a direction orthogonal to a line
projecting between said respective distal ends, said
actuating member including a substantially circu-
larly cylindrical opening therein axially oriented
orthogonally to the direction of reciprocation of
said actuating member and generally along said line

- projecting between said respective distal ends, said
cylindrical opening being operably coupled to said
spherical end of said mounting arm of said one
lever toward and away from said other lever upon
reciprocable movement of said actuating member;

means for reciprocating said actuating member;

said piston and said body defining two variable vol- '

ume chambers in said cylinder, said body having
two ports therein communicating with respective
said variable volume chambers, whereby pressure
flmid is selectively introduced alternately in said
chambers to reciprocate said piston;

an elongated bounded recess formed in a side face of
said supporting body, substantially aligned with the
direction of recnprocatlon of the piston within said
- body;

at least one proximity switch adapted to be received

at an adjustably predetermined pOSthI‘.l along the -
extent of said recess:

a substantially V-shaped bar adapted to be mounted

to said body longitudinally of said recess, and
adapted to retain said at least one proximity switch
 within said recess; and | |
at least one rubber strip extending along such bar in
abutting frictional contact between said bar and
said at least one proximity switch for retaining said
at least one proximity switch in said predetermined

position. |
*¥* %X % % x%
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