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[57) ABSTRACT

A heating coat-hanger for drying damp garments after
washing having a pair of lateral branches connected to
a central neck. Ducts formed in the central neck and
lateral branches, as well as other openings, permit hot
air blown into the duct formed in the central neck to be
distributed over a suspended garment.

18 Claims, 4 Drawing Figures
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1
HEATING COAT-HANGER FOR GARMENTS
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to a heating coat-hanger for

drying damp garments after washing.

It often happens that clothes which are intended to be
worn immediately, or to be placed in a suitcase, are still
damp. It 1s then necessary to iron the garment or wear
another garment.

Apparatuses for heating garments using electric resis-
tances such as described in French Pat. No. 1,540,372
are known. These apparatuses are not very satisfactory
for damp garments because they present safety prob-
lems. Furthermore, they offer no support for the gar-
ment as it 1s being dried.

- SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION
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The object of the present invention is a coat-hanger

enabling any kind of garment to be suspended and dried
rapidly and efficiently without ironing or the necessity
for any incorporated electric heating means.

This result is obtained by utilizing a hollow coat-
hanger enabling hot air, provided by an existing appli-
ance such as a hairdryer, to be distributed inside the
suspended garment.

The coat-hanger consists of a central portion having
an open neck with an internal central duct communicat-
ing with lateral ducts formed in the two branches of the
coat-hanger. The ducts formed in the branches of the
coat-hanger are open at the ends of the branches so as to
enable hot air to escape into the sleeves of the sus-
pended garment. Openings are provided in the
branches, communicating with the ducts formed in the
branches so as to permit the escape of hot air all along
the branches, preferably perpendicular to these
branches and in a downward direction. The central
duct formed in the central neck of the coat-hanger has
an opening at the bottom, between the two branches of
the coat-hanger. Openings are also provided perpendic-
ular to the central duct formed in the central neck of the
coat-hanger. A pivoting shutter placed at the base of the
central duct to selectively direct the hot air flowing
through the upper part of the central duct is either
completely towards the branches or below the coat-
hanger.

Fins disposed vertically in the central duct preferen-
tially direct the hot air below the coat-hanger when the
shutter 1s open. These fins also retain the end of the
hairdryer.

The central neck is extended below the branches so
that the coat-hanger can be attached onto a supporting
mount. The supporting mount includes a hollow col-
umn, having a central duct pierced with holes, permit-
ting the hot air to escape externally about its periphery.

The upper part of the central duct of the coat-hanger
1s frustoconical to accomodate various types of hairdry-
ers.

The coat-hanger also includes one or more rods sus-
pended between the ends of the branches so that a pair

of pants, for example, can be suspended beneath the

bottom opening of the central duct. At least one of the
rods ends below the openings in the branches and
carries at its ends adapters for holding skirt loops.

A hoop 1s pivotally attached to the upper part of the
central neck. The dimensions of this hoop are sufficient
to enable the coat-hanger to be suspended on a rod and
provide the space necessary for a hairdryer between the
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upper part of the central neck and the suspension rod. A
jomnted hook is attached to the upper part of the hoop.
The removal of the jointed hook enables the coat-
hanger to be easily carried on the shoulder. The jointed
hook, if necessary, may be inserted into a protective -
bag.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The attached drawings are given as non-limiting ex-
amples of the coat-hanger according to the invention,
wherein:

FIG. 1 is an elevational view of the coat-hanger ac-
cording to the invention, carrying a shirt;

FIG. 2 1s a sectional view of the coat-hanger shown in
FIG. 1 taken along line A—A, in which the pivoting
shutter 1s shown in the position permitting hot air to
flow through the lateral branches;

FIG. 3 1s a sectional view of the coat-hanger shown in
FIG. 1, in which the pivoting shutter is shown in the.
position permitting hot air to escape through the base of
the central neck; and |

FIG. 4 1s a view of the coat-hanger according to the
invention, placed on its mount.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

The coat-hanger 1 is shown in FIG. 1. This coat-
hanger 1 has a hollow central neck 2 adapted to receive
the end 3 of a conventional hairdryer 4. This hairdryer
4 and 1ts electric supply 5 is independent of the coat-
hanger 1. The coat-hanger 1 has two lateral branches 6
and 7 connected to the central neck 2.

At least one rod 8 passing under a lower portion 9 of
the neck 2 is connected to the ends of the branches 6 and
7. A hoop 10 is pivotally connected to the upper portion
of the neck 2. This hoop 10 receives, at its upper part, a
hook 11 which is preferably removable. A shirt 12 is
shown as an example of a garment. A knob 13 operates
a pivoting shutter as shall be described with reference to
FIGS. 2 and 3.

The central neck 2 has an internal duct 14, the upper
portion 15 of which is flared out so as to conveniently
receive a hairdryer 4 as shown in FIG. 1. Internal duct
14 communicates with the ducts 16 and 17 formed in the -
lateral branches 6 and 7 and the openings 24 and 25 at
the ends of these lateral branches. Internal duct 18 is an
extension of duct 14 having an opening below the coat-
hanger 1.

Within the duct 14 are fins 19 disposed parallel to the

axis 20 of the internal ducts 14 and 18.
Within the duct 18 is a pivoting shutter 21 rotatable

about a shaft 22 connected to the knob 13 located out-
side the lower portion 9 of the neck 2.

The ducts 18 and 14 are preferably cylindrical for

convenience of manufacture and the pivoting shutter 21
1s preferably a disk having a diameter slightly smaller
than that of the duct 18.
The shutter 21 is shown in FIG. 4 in a horizontal
position so as to block the duct 18. In this state, hot air
blown into the duct 14, as indicated by the arrow 23,
will flow through ducts 16 and 17.

In a preferred embodiment of the coat-hanger 1,
openings 26 are formed in the lateral branches 6 and 7
between the internal ducts 16 and 17 and the exterior of
the lateral branches 6 and 7. In this embodiment, closing
of the shutter 21 will cause hot air to likewise leave
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through openings 26. Openings 27 are also provided
perpendicular to the neck 2 to dry shirt collars.

The coat-hanger 1 is shown in FIG. 3, with the shut-
ter 21 positioned vertically so as to permit air flow nto
the duct 18. It will be understood that in this state, the
hot air arriving as indicated by the arrow 23 and guided
by the fins 19, preferentially exits through the opening
at the bottom of duct 18, indicated by the arrow 28.

It will be understood that if a pair of pants (not

shown), for example, is hung on the rod 8 attached to
the ends of the branches 6 and 7, it will be rapidly dried
by the hot air coming from the duct 18.

The coat-hanger 1 is shown in FIG. 4 in combination
with a mount 29. The mount 29 is constituted by a base
30 surmounted by a tube 31, preferably having a cylin-
drical cross-section. The interior of tube 31 is adapted to
receive the lower portion 9 of the neck 2 of the coat-
hanger 1, such that the tube 31 becomes an extension of
the duct 18. The tube 31 is pierced by several openings
32. It will thus be understood that when the shutter 21
is positioned vertically, the hot air arriving as indicated
by the arrow 23, passes as indicated by the arrow 28 into
the mount 29, then exits through the openings 32 as
indicated by the arrows 33. The hot air is thus distrib-
uted over the whole interior of a garment (not shown)
hung on the coat-hanger 1 supported by the mount 29.

The advantages of the coat-hanger, according to the
present invention, are clearly apparent from the preced-
ing descriptions and Figures.

The coat-hanger, according to the present invention,
enables any type of garment to be suspended.

The coat-hanger, according to the present mvention,
also permits the utilization of a conventional hairdryer,
available to everyone, to dry a garment while traveling
and, more particularly but not exclusively, to dry shirts.

This drying is carried out on a hanging garment an
thus eliminates the need for ironing. |

It will be apparent to those skilled in the art that
many variations and modifications may be made from
the above-described example of structure for the coat-
hanger 1. Such variations and modifications are in-
cluded within the intended scope of the claims ap-
pended hereto.

What is claimed 1s:

1. A coat-hanger for garments for use in combination
with an appliance producing a flow of hot air compris-
ing:

a central neck comprising a central duct passing
therethrough, said central neck adapted to receive
said appliance to produce a hot air flow in said
central duct; said central neck further comprising a
lower portion having a lower opening for venting
said central duct below said coat-hanger; and

a pair of lateral branches connected to said central
neck above said lower portion of central neck; each
of said pair of lateral branches comprising a lateral
duct in communication with said central duct and
further comprising at least one opening venting
said lateral duct external to said pair of lateral
branches. |

2. The coat-hanger according to claim 1, wherein said
at least one opening comprises an opening at a first end
of each said pair of lateral branches opposite a second
end connected to said central neck.

3. The coat-hanger according to claim 2, wherein said
at least one opening comprises a plurality of openings
intermediate said first end of said second end of each of
said pair of lateral branches.
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4. The coat-hanger according to claim 2, and further
comprising at least one rod connected between said first
end of each of said pair of lateral branches and extend-
ing below said lower opening of said central duct.

5. The coat-hanger according to claim 1, wherein said
central neck comprises at least one opening provided
perpendicular to said central duct for venting said cen-
tral duct external to said central neck above said lateral
branches. |

6. The coat-hanger according to claim 5, further
comprising a shutter pivotal between an open and
closed position, disposed in said lower portion of said
central duct. |

7. The coat-hanger according to claim 5§, further
comprising a supporting mount comprising a cylindri-
cal tube vertically supported at one end by a base, said
cylindrical tube comprising lateral openings about its
periphery, and wherein said lower portion of said cen-
tral neck is configured to be received in said cylindrical
tube at an end opposite said base.

8. The coat-hanger according to claim 1, wherein said
central neck extends vertically and comprises fins dis-
posed in said central duct above a zone where said
central duct intercepts said lateral duct of each of said
pair of lateral branches.

9. The coat-hanger according to claim 1, further
comprising a hoop pivotally connected to said central
neck.

10. The coat-hanger according to claim 9, and further
comprising a hook removably connected to an upper
portion of said hoop.

11. A coat-hanger for garments for use in combina-
tion with an appliance producing a flow of hot air, said
coat-hanger and said appliance being readily separable
from one another, said coat-hanger comprising:

a centrally disposed central neck having a central
duct passing therethrough, said central neck
adapted to receive and support said appliance to
produce a hot air flow in said central duct, said
central neck further comprising a lower portion
having a lower opening for venting said central
duct below said coat-hanger; and

a pair of lateral branches connected to said central
neck above said lower portion of said central neck,
each of said pair of lateral branches comprising a
lateral duct in communication with said central
duct and further comprising at least one opening
venting said lateral duct external to each of said
pair of lateral branches, said at least one opening
being adapted to direct the flow of hot air into a
sleeve of a garment suspended on said coat-hanger.

12. The coat-hanger according to claim 11, wherein

said central neck comprises at least one opening pro-

vided perpendicular to said central duct for venting said
central duct external to said central neck above said pair
of lateral branches.

13. The coat-hanger according to claim 12, further
comprising a shutter pivotal between an open and
closed position, disposed in said lower portion of said
central duct.

14. The coat-hanger according to claim 12, further
comprising a supporting mount comprising a cylindri-
cal tube vertically supported at one end by a base, said
cylindrical tube comprising lateral openings about its
periphery, and wherein said lower portion of said cen-
tral neck is configured to be removably received in said
cylindrical tube at an end opposite said base.
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15. The coat-hanger according to claim 11, wherein
said central neck extends vertically and comprises fins
disposed in said central duct above the a zone where
said central duct intercepts said lateral ducts.

16. The coat-hanger according to claim 11, further
comprising a hoop pivotally connected to said central
neck.

17. The coat-hanger according to claim 16, further
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comprising a hook removably connected to an upper
portion of said hoop.

18. The coat-hanger according to claim 11, further
comprising at least one rod connected between said first
end of each of said pair of lateral branches and extend-

ing below satd lower opening of said central duct.
*x L % x %
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