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PLASTIC CLOSURE WITH MECHANICAL
PILFER-PROOF

This application is a continuation-in-part of patent
application Ser. No. 447,284, filed Dec. 6, 1982 and now

abandoned.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

This invention relates to plastic closures with im-
proved sealing means to seal containers that may have
contents capable of generating pressure much higher
than atmospheric pressure. In particular, it relates to
plastic closures with pilfer-proof structures and to the
manufacture of such closures.

2. The Prior Art

At the present time one of the most common types of
closures for large beverage containers (about two liters)
1s made of sheet aluminum and is called a roll-on closure
because of the way it is attached to a container. The
neck of the container has a bead that extends outwardly
at a region spaced about two cm. from the outermost
end of the neck and forms a shoulder facing the body of
the container. Between the bead and the outermost end
of the neck is a thread that stops a short distance from
the outermost end.

A roll-on closure is formed by punching out a disk
from a sheet of aluminum and forming the disk so that
its central part remains flat and is of approximately the
same size as the end of the neck of a container of the
type just described while its peripheral part is deformed
into a generally cylindrical configuration that remains

integrally attached to the perimeter of the central part .

and has an inner diameter approximately equal to the
outermost part of the thread and bead on the neck of the
container. The forming process also creates two
knurled bands that provide gripping surfaces to facili-
tate removal of the closure after it has been attached to
a container in the bottling process.

The designation “roll-on” is derived from the process
of attachment in which the closure in the form just
described is attached to the end of the neck of a filled
container with the cylindrical part of the closure ex-
tending down past the threaded part of the neck. The
central part 1s pressed firmly against the end of the neck,
and the closure and container are rotated as a unit about
their common axis while rollers that rotate about axes
approximately parallel to the container axis are pressed
against opposite sides of the cylindrical part at the re-
gion near the intersection between that part and the flat
central part. The cross-sectional shape of the rollers is
about the same as the valley in the thread on the neck of
the container, and the radially inward pressure by the
rollers as they roll along the valley of the rotating con-
tainer deforms the cylindrical part of the closure to
conform to the thread on the container.

The lowermost end of the cylindrical part extends
below the bead on the bottle and is also subjected to
inwardly directed deforming pressure by rollers that
cause the edge of the lowermost end to fit tightly over
the shoulder at the axial end of the bead facing the body
of the container. This inwardly pressed end of the clo-
sure would prevent the closure from being unscrewed
from the container except for the fact that, at some time
in the formation of the closure, the cylindrical part is
lanced by blades to form circumferential slits that al-
most sever the lowermost end from that portion of the
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cylindrical part that is deformed into a helical thread.
The resulting inwardly pressed end, partially severed
from the threaded part, is called the “pilfer-proof” be-
cause i1t prevents the contents of the container from
being pilfered or tampered with without leaving a clear
indication that the container has been opened. The
threaded part of the closure, to which the pilfer-proof is
attached, is called the skirt of the closure. The narrow
parts that join the pilfer-proof to the skirt are called
bridges, and they are defined by the ends of the slits
formed by the lancing blades.

One way that the pilfer-proof can indicate tampering
1s by making the bridges so narrow or weak that they
can be easily broken by the stretching force produced
when the skirt moves upwardly as the closure in un-
screwed. During this removal of the main part of the
closure, the inwardly deformed edge of this type of
pilter-proof clings firmly to the downwardly facing
shoulder of the bead on the neck of the container. The
severed pilfer-proof then falls farther down on the neck
and gives clear warning that the closure has been re-
moved, or at least tampered with.

Another type of pilfer-proof, such as that illustrated
in U.S. Pat. No. 3,824,921 to Hannon, has longitudinal
slits that weaken its inwardly turned edge. When a
closure having such a pilfer-proof is unscrewed, the
resulting upward pressure causes the scores to rupture
so that the sections of the inwardly turned edges can
pivot outwardly as the result of camming action by the
shoulder on the bead, thus indicating clearly that the
closure has been tampered with. The bridges in such a
structure are strong enough not to break before the

scores rupture.

One of the supposed advantages of a roll-on closure is
that it can be removed without the assistance of a me-
chanical opener, such as is required to remove the old-
style crowns (which are still used on some containers).
However, that advantage can only be obtained if the
thread formed in the skirt is pressed in deeply enough to
permit a strong enough longitudinal force to be gener-
ated by interaction between that thread and the con-
tainer thread to sever or tear the pilfer-proof, according
to the type of pilfer-proof. Unfortunately, the threads
on closures are not always formed deep enough, and on
occasion a closure with too shallow a thread will virtu-
ally explode off of the container and seriously injure the
person trying to unscrew the closure. Such occasions
are rare but not rare enough, and for safety, a measuring
device of the type described in U.S. Pat. No. 4,135,306
by Charles N. Hannon should be used to measure the

thread depth of roll-on closures.
Another supposed advantage of a roll-on closure is its

ability to be screwed back onto the container to retain
carbonation in the liquid in the container. Unfortu-
nately, and 1n spite of the fact that a ring or disk of
plastic 18 commonly used as a gasket or liner on the
underside of the flat central part of the closure, it is
difficult to twist the closure back on firmly enough to
re-establish a gas-tight seal between the closure and the
container.

For several years attempts have been made to form
satisfactory closures by molding thermoplastic material,
such as polyethylene or polypropylene or a co-polymer
or other thermoplastic material, into a configuration
that will seal and reseal a container. A number of types
of such plastic closures have been proposed, and some
of them have included pilfer-proofs. As in roll-on pilfer-
proofs, plastic pilfer-proofs include a ring, gripping
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means to grip the container securely, and some weak-
ened region that tears the first time the closure is re-
moved from the container. If the closure has been tam-
pered with to an extent that might adversely affect the
contents of the container, the weakened region will be
torn and thus indicate in two ways that such tampering
has occurred: the tear in one or more places gives visi-
ble evidence of tampering, anhd the fact that, after the
weakened region has been torn, the closure can be no-
ticeably more easily removed gives tactile evidence.
In general plastic pilfer-proofs have fallen into one or
the other of two categories. In one category, the pilfer-
proof, or at least the ring, consists of material that
shrinks as a result of being heated, which requires filled
containers capped by such closures to pass through
some sort of heating means, such as a heat tunnel. When
everything works properly, the pilfer-proof shrinks
around the neck of the container below the bead. Some
of the pilfer-proofs of that category are arranged so that

10

135

all of the bridges will be broken when the main part of 20

the closure is unscrewed, leaving the pilfer-proof as a
tell-tale ring on the neck of the container. Others of the
heat-shrunk category are formed with a longitudinal
groove that weakens the ring so that it will break as the
closure is unscrewed and as most of the bridges are also
breaking. However, one of the bridges 180" away from
the longitudinal groove i1s made stronger that the other
bridges to hold the partially severed pilfer-proof at-
‘tached to the skirt.

- Pilfer-proofs that depend on heat shrinkage have a
_great disadvantage because heat tunnels are expensive
‘and take up space in a bottling plant. In addition, the
‘amount of heat must be carefully controlled so as to
shrink the nng sufficiently without damaging the main
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30

part of the closure or the container or the contents of 35

the container.

. The other general category of pilfer-proofs, and the
type with which this invention deals, is referred to as a
mechanical type of pilfer-proof because its shape and
resilience cause it to interlock with the container. Like
heat-shrunk pilfer-proofs, mechanical pilfer-proofs have
been proposed in which the weakened region is a plural-
ity of slender bridges that attach the ring to the lower
edge of the skirt. The gripping means consists of a num-
ber of projections integrally molded with the ring and
arranged to project inwardly and upwardly toward the
top of the closure. -

In some mechanical pilfer-proofs, the projections are

not formed so that they can be moved radially out-
wardly by the bead when the closure is being put on a
container. As a result, either the projections must be
compressible enough to be flattened by pressure be-
tween the ring and the bead on the neck of the container
while the closure is being put on, or else the ring must
stretch. Either of those requirements makes it difficult
to put the closure on a container and makes it possible
for the same resilience to allow the pilfer-proof to come
off of the container without the necessary visible dam-
age to the weakened region during removal.

In other types of mechanical pilfer-proofs, the plastic
ring has been molded as a separate item and then
welded to, or mechanically interlocked with, a sepa-
rately molded closure, which can then be put on a con-
tainer. Such a two-part structure requires that the clo-
sure be molded in one operation and then separately
assembled with the pilfer-proof in a secondary opera-
tion that greatly increases the cost of the complete

product.
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In still other types of pilfer-proofs, the projections are
molded as part of the ring, but they are not moided
pointing upwardly as well as inwardly and must be
folded into that position after the closures with such
pilfer-proofs have been molded. The folding step is a
secondary operation that adds to the production cost,
and at least in some instances, projections thin enough
and flat enough to be folded are not rigid enough to be
sure that they will not unfold instead of tearing the
bridges, as they should do.

One of the most difficult problems in molding grip-
ping means that extend inwardly and at an angle toward
the inner surface of the top of the closure is extracting
the closures from a mold in which the gripping means
are in the form of hooks, each of which has an inaccessi-
ble surface that faces generally upwardly and out-
wardly. One proposal that has been made in the past is
to provide, for each such hook, a separate outer mold
member that projects inwardly through the ring, itself,
to form the inaccessible surface. Each of these mold
members in such a complex arrangement must be sepa-
rately withdrawn in its radial direction, for example, by
cam action to allow removal of the molded closure after
the elastomeric closure material has solidified.

Plastic closures can be made sufficiently deformable
to preclude the necessity of a gasket, but some bottlers
still want the liner so that plastic closures can be used in
games of chance just like the roll-on closures. In addi-
tion, if the entire closure and its mechanical pilfer-proof
are to be molded of a single type of plastic, it i1s desir-
able, for ease of tearing the weakened region, that the
plastic be relatively brittle and not soft and tough. How-
ever, relatively brittle thermoplastic material, even

when 1t still retains some of its elastomeric qualities,

cannot easily be made deformable enough to act as its
own gasket against the end of the neck of the container,
and using a separate liner with such a closure makes it
easier to achieve satisfactory sealing characteristics and,
simultaneously, to achieve satisfactory tamper-evident
operation.

Since it 1s important for closures to be usable with
existing bottles, the configuration of the neck portion in
common use must be taken into account in arranging
the configuration of the pilfer-proof. A typical bottle
has a neck with an external thread that extends from a
point near the end a short distance toward the main
body of the container and terminates at or near a bead
that extends radically outwardly about as far as, or
usually a Iittle farther than, the outermost part of the
thread. The bead has a shoulder that extends inwardly
toward the axis of the neck and defines the end of the
bead facing the main body of the container. Most, if not
all; pilfer-proofs are expected to hook or contract under

~ the shoulder.
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On many bottles, there 1s a flange that extends out-
wardly from the neck at about the location where the
neck begins to merge into the main body of the con-
tainer. The axial distance between the shoulder of the
bead and the flange limits the maximum axial length of
the ring of the pilfer-proof and even though some con-
tainers do not have such a flange, it is commercially
desirable to arrange closures to be as similar as possible
and thus to accommodate a flange even when no flange
1s present. Thus, it 1s important to form the hooks on the
pilfer-proof so that they are attached to the edge of the
ring remote from the main part of the closure and so
that they extend both upwardly toward the top of the

closure and inwardly toward the axis to a region such
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that, when the closure is screwed onto a container, the
tip of each hook will be at or very slightly below the
shoulder of the bead so that the closure cannot be ap-
preciably unscrewed without producing a large axial
force due to pressure of the hooks on the shoulder.

OBJECTS AND SUMMARY OF THE
INVENTION

It 1s one of the objects of the invention to provide a
plastic closure having an improved pilfer-proof.

Another object is to provide a plastic closure molded
integrally with an improved mechanical pilfer-proof.

A further object is to provide an improved process
for forming a plastic closure molded integrally with a
pilfer-proof.

Still another object 1s to provide means to mold a
plastic closure with a mechanical pilfer-proof that can
easily be released from the mold.

A still further object is to provide molding means and
a method for molding, in a single operation, a closure
that has an integrally formed pilfer-proof with inwardly
re-entrant projections.

Further objects will be apparent from the following
specification and the drawings.

In accordance with this invention, a molded plastic
closure that has a main portion consisting of a top and
an internally threaded skirt is integrally molded to have
a pilfer-proof attached to the edge of the skirt remote
from the top. The pilfer-proof includes a ring, or band,
and a weakened region that attaches the ring to the

lower edge of the skirt. Latching means in the form of

re-entrant hooks are molded so that they extend in-
wardly and upwardly toward the inner surface of the
top from the remote edge of the ring.

The weakened region, normally a plurality of brid-
ges, 1s provided so that the ring can either be torn away
from the main part of the closure as the latter is un-
screwed, or the ring can be ripped asunder and partially
torn from the skirt, or the ring can be torn longitudi-
nally in visible tears while remaining attached to the
closure skirt as a plurality of separate flaps. In the latter
case, it is important that the outwardly facing surface of
the ring be smooth so that any longitudinal tears made
when the closure is being removed will be clearly visi-
ble.

The hooks are substantially frusto-conical, which
makes them relatively stiff longitudinally so that they
do not fold in response to the compressive force on
them when the closure is unscrewed from the container.
Instead, they lock under the bead on the neck of the
container and pivot about an axis defined by the inter-
section between the downwardly facing shoulder on the
bead and the adjacent surface of the neck. The ends of

the hooks attached to the ring hold fast against the force

transmitted through the ring as the closure moves up-
ward on the threaded neck of the container. By provid-
ing one or more longitudinal grooves on the inner sur-
face of the ring, the ring is weakened from the inside so
that it will tear longitudinally, thus indicating that the
closure has been removed. Alternatively, the bridges
integrally molded to attach the ring to the skirt can be
made weak enough to break as a result of tensile force
in them due to removal of the closure.

In order to allow the hooks to move past the bead as
the closure is being applied during the bottling process,
the hooks must have some flexibility perpendicularly to
their longitudinal dimension. However, if the ring is
formed with longitudinal weakening grooves, softness
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1n the wrong place would prevent the ring from being
torn along those grooves on removal of the closure and
would thus negate the purpose of the pilfer-proof. The

ring, being at least somewhat elastomeric, will be a little

flexible, and although the hooks must not fold during
removal of the closure, they will flex a little when the
closure is first screwed onto the container. The ring has,
at the region facing each hook, an inner surface spaced

radially outwardly from the axis of the closure by a
distance sufficient to allow the respective hook to be
nested against or near that part of the inner surface as
the hook is forced downwardly past the bead. Both the
outwardly facing surface of the hook, i.e., the surface
that faces away from the axis of the closure, and the
portion of the ring juxtaposed with respect to the out-
wardly facing surface of the-hook are curved as surfaces
of revolution so that the mold in which the pilfer-proof
portion is formed can be rotated to free the closure for
removal. This permits the mold to be simple in con-
struction with a minimum amount of movement of its
parts relative to one another to allow the molded clo-
sure to be withdrawn.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 11s a side view of the threaded neck of one type
of container with which the closure of this invention
can be used.

FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view of the container neck
of FIG. 1 and a closure produced according to this
invention.

FIG. 3 1s a side view of one embodiment of a closure
formed according to the invention.

FI1G. 4 1s a bottom view of the closure in FIG. 3.

FIG. 5 1s an enlarged cross-sectional view of a frag-
ment of the closure in FIG. 2.

FIG. 6 1s a cross-sectional view of a modified embodi-
ment of the closure in FIG. 2 without a liner.

FIGS. 7-9 show cross-sectional views of fragments
of the pilfer-proof in FIG. 3 in different positions rela-
tive tO0 a container. |

FIG. 10 1s a cross-sectional view of a fragment of
another embodiment of a pilfer-proof that has been
ruptured. |

F1G. 11 is a perspective view of hooks as incorpo-
rated in the pilfer-proofs in FIGS. 7-10.

FIG. 12 1s a side view of an embodiment of a closure -
such as that partially shown in FIG. 10. *

FIG. 13 is a cross-sectional view of the closure in
FI1@G. 12 along the section line 13—13.

FIG. 14 is a similar cross-sectional view of another
embodiment of a closure.

FIG. 15 1s a cross-sectional view of a mold for mold-

ing a closure with a pilfer-proof according to the inven-

tion.

FIGS. 16-20 show successive stages in the removal
of a closure from the mold in FIG. 15.

F1G. 21 1s an exploded, perspective view of the mold
in FIG. 15.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE

INVENTION

FIG. 1 shows primarily the neck 11 and a very small
part of the main body 12 of a container 13. Between the
neck and body is a radially outwardly extending flange
14 that makes it easier to hold containers provided with
such a flange. Not all containers are so provided; they
are not used on most glass containers of the type used to
bottle soft drinks, for example, but they are frequently
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used on plastic containers, not only because they are
used by a mechanism that holds the neck when the body
12 1s being blow-molded from a preform.

Immediately above the flange 14 1s a neck portion 16
of substantially smaller diameter and above that 1s a
bead 17 that has a main surface 18 and a lower surface
19. The main surface is frusto-conical in shape, while

the lower surface forms a shoulder facing the flange 14.
In comparison to the surface 18, the surface 19 1s much

more nearly radial, although 1t i1s not necessarily pre-
cisely so. The surface 19 on most containers may more
accurately be considered to be frusto-conical, although
with a much larger included angle than the surface 18,
Specifically, the included angle of the surface 19 1s
about 130° to 160°, although those figures should not be
considered as being limitations of the present invention.
The annular width of the shoulder 19 is typically about
0.25".

Above the constricted end of the bead 17 i1s a
threaded portion 21 of the neck 11. The outermost part
22 of the thread has approximately the same diameter as
the adjacent end of the bead 17 and less than the diame-
ter at the largest region 23 just above the shoulder 19.
Typically, the thread consists of less than two helical
turns, and it terminates at a location 24 a short distance
from the end 26 of the neck. Between the location 24
and the end 26, the outer surface of the neck i1s approxi-
mately cylindrical, although the exact shape 1s some-

what dependent on whether the container i1s molded of

~plastic or glass.

. Glass cannot be molded to the same dégree of preci-
-sion as plastic. Most of the neck of a glass container is
“formed in a mold that i1s split along a central plane
through the axis of the neck. There is almost always a
visible parting line 27 on the outer surface of the neck,
and if this line continued to the end 26, the slight un-
sevenness would make it difficult to seal the container
-gastight. Consequently, a third part consisting of an
~unbroken ring 28 is usually formed at the end of the
neck and integrally joined in the molten state to the two
-parts 29a and 295 just above the location 24. The ring 28
has a shightly smaller diameter than the diameter of the
parts 29a and 295, although the outwardly facing sur-
faces of the parts 292 and 296 and the adjacent surface
of the ring may be considered as forming a short cylin-
drical surface at the end of the neck 11.

In plastic containers there is not always a separate
ring 28, and the mold line 27, which 1s almost invisible,
may continue to the end 26. The outer surfaces of the
parts 29a and 295 in such containers form a cylindrical
surface with virtually no offset of the type shown in
FIG. 1.

FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view of the container 13 in
FI1G. 1 capped by a plastic closure 30 constructed ac-
cording to this invention. The closure is molded as a
one-piece structure of a suitable thermoplastic material,
such as polyethylene or polypropylene or a copolymer.
‘The main portion of the closure includes a top, or end,
member 31, and a skirt 32 ‘with an integrally molded
internal thread 33 that conforms to the external thread
21.

At the bottom edge of the skirt 32 is a pilfer proof 34
that comprises: a ring, or band, 35; a plurality of in-
wardly directed hooks 36a-36¢ joined to the lower edge
37 of the ring by integrally molded hinge portions 38a
and 38b; and a region 39 that joins the ring to the skirt
32. The thickness of the ring may be molded to be
greater than the thickness of the hinge portions 382 and
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385 so that the hinge portions will flex more easily than
the ring and thus avoid breaking or tearing the ring 35
as the closure 1s threaded onto the neck 11. Further-
more, 1t 1s also desirable that the hinge portions 38¢ and
386 be more flexible than the respective hooks 36a and
365 in the radial direction so that the hooks will remain
relatively straight as the closure is unscrewed from the

container. This will be described in more detail herein-

after. |
At the top of the inner surface of the skirt 32 immedi-

ately adjacent the under surface 40 of the top is an
annular step 41 that engages the cylindrical region at
the outer surface of the ring 28 near the end of the neck
of the container. The radially inner surface of the step
41 forms a side seal to assist in making the junction
between the closure and the container gastight. In the
embodiment in FIG. 2, there 1s a relatively soft liner
disk, or gasket, 42 to assist in sealing the container gas-
tight. |

FIG. 3 shows a side view of the closure 30. The outer
surface of the skirt 32 is knurled or ridged to provide a
good gripping surface. The relatively thin-walled sec-
tion 39 is further weakened by several openings 44a-44d
that define narrow bridges 50q-50d directly over the
hooks 36a-36d, respectively, and

wider bridges 50e-50/ therebetween, and one edge of
each of the openings 44a-44d is above one edge of a
respective one of the hooks 36a-36¢. In this embodi-
ment, the weakened region that provides evidence of
tampering consists of vertical, or more precisely, longi-
tudinal, grooves, or scores, molded into the inner sur-
face of the ring 35. In FIG. 3 only two of these grooves
45a and 45b are shown, and they are aligned with edges
of the hook 36d. At no point is the depth of these
grooves as great as the radial thickness of the ring 335.
However, it 1s possible to form the grooves 45a¢ and 455
and similar grooves adjacent the other hooks 364 and
365 so that the grooves do extend entirely through the
ring over part of the axial length of the ring, thereby
weakening the ring further. Such cutting through by
virtue of greater groove depth should preferably be
from the top of the ring down part of the way toward its
end remote from the main portion of the closure 32.

FIG. 4 is a view of the closure 30 viewed along its
axis from the end at which the pilfer-proof 34 1s located.
In this embodiment there are seen to be four hooks
36a-36d spaced equiangularly about the axis. Their
radially innermost ends 46a—46d are at about the same
distance from the axis as the innermost part of the step
41 and are curved to be concentric with the axis of the
closure. Thus, the ends 46a-46d have a smaller radius of
curvature than the hinge portions, 38a-384. Theoreti-
cally, in a closure having four hooks, each hook couid
extend over an included angle of as much as 45°. That
would allow all of the hooks to be formed 1n a mold
with an inner part rotatable 45° about the axis. The part
so rotated could then be withdrawn axially from the
inner part of the closure. As may be seen, the grooves
45a and 450 adjacent the hook 36d, the grooves 45¢ and
454 adjacent the hook 364, and corresponding grooves
45¢ and 45f adjacent the hook 36c and 45g and 454
adjacent the hook 365, all extend deeply into the ring 35
to weaken it substantially so that it may be torn easily
into segments, as will be described later.

‘The 1nner surface 40 of the top of the closure 1s better
shown 1n the enlarged cross-sectional view in FIG. 5.
Immediately adjacent the step 41 that forms a side seal
with the cylindrical portion at the end of the neck 11 1s
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an annular recess 47 in the surface 40. This recess is
typically about 0.01"" deep and about 0.01"" wide and has
an outer diameter of about 0.965" to about 0.985", equal
to the inner diameter of the step 41. Concentric with the
recess 47 1s an annular rib 48 that projects slightly, e.g.,
about 0.01” from the surface 40 and typically has a
V-shaped cross-section. Its purpose is to help anchor
the liner 42 in place. Concentric with the recess 47 is
another annular recess 49 that has about the same cross-
sectional depth and width as the recess 47 in the surface
40 and 1s spaced mnwardly from the recess 47 by approx-
imately the wall-thickness, e g., about 0.065", of the end
ring 28 at the end of the container.

FIG. 5 also shows the liner 42, which is about 0.03"
thick, inserted in the closure 30 but not yet compressed
by the annular surface at the end of the neck of a con-
tainer. The closure 30 1s shown being screwed onto the
neck 11, and when this operation is complete, the end
wall 26, which forms a rounded annular surface, will
compress the liner against the surface 40, and the de-
pending rib 48 will bite into the liner enough to anchor
it against any radially inward shifting of the liner that
might take place due to an extrusion force between the
surface 26 and the juxtaposed annular part of the surface
40. The recesses 47 and 49 allow the elastomeric closure
material to be squeezed out of the way to a slight de-
gree, enough to help form a gastight seal across the end
26 of the container.

FIG. 6 shows a similar closure 30g that is not in-
tended to be used with a liner and therefore does not
have the annular rib 48. In the closure 30g, the annular
grooves 47 and 49 allow slight radial bulging of the
annular part of the closure material that forms the annu-
lar part of the end member 31 between them to take
place. This improves the self-gasketing effect of the
elastomeric closure 30a.

FIG. 7 shows the hook 364 being folded back toward
the inner surface of the ring 35 by the bead 17 as the
closure 30 moves downwardly in the direction of the
arrow 31 when the closure is being screwed onto the
container 12. The thickness of the hook is about 0.03"' as
1s the thickness of the ring 35. Preferably almost all of
the flexing takes place in the hinge region 38¢ as the
hook moves past the largest part 23 of the bead 17. In
order for the hook to have sufficient room to fold back
out of the way of the bead, the inner surface 52 of the
ring 35 should have a radius greater than the part 23 of
the bead by at least substantially the thickness of the
hook 36a.

FIG. 8 shows the closure 30 fully in place with the
hook 36¢ having sprung back to its normal position in
which 1t extends substantially straight from the hinge
region 38a to the end 464 and is directed inwardly and
upwardly toward the end member 31 (not shown in this
figure) of the closure. In this position the hook is en-
gaged under the downwardly facing shoulder 19. The
fact that the radius of at least that portion the inner
surface 52 of the ring 35 juxtaposed with respect to the
hook 364 1s greater than the radius of the largest region
23 of the bead 17 by an amount T at least substantially
as great as the thickness t of the hook 36aq is illustrated
by showing that, in this instance, T is greater than t.

The length of the hook from the hinge region 38a to
the end 464 may be measured by the vector combination
of its radial component and its axial component. The
radial component is great enough to bring the end 46a
well under the shoulder 19, and preferably close to the
intersection 33 of the shoulder 19 and the neck portion
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16, while the axial component is approximately equal to,
but preferably slightly less than, the axial distance be-
tween the flange 14 and the shoulder 19.

It 1s iImportant that the hook 36z not be folded back
against the surface 52 by camming action of the shoul-
der 19 when the closure 30 moves up as it is removed
from the container. Such camming action can be pre-
vented by forming the hook 36a so that the included
angle of the cone of which the hook 36a is a sector is at
least as great as 180° minus the included angle of the
cone that defines the substantially frusto-conical surface
of the shoulder 19. If that restriction is followed, the
hook 36a will intersect the shoulder 19 at least perpen-
dicularly and, preferably, at an angle that will cam the
end 46a toward the intersection 53 between the neck
portion 16 and the shoulder. Thus, if the included angle
of the somewhat frusto-conical surface of the shoulder
19 1s 130°, the frusto-conical surface of which the hook
36a 1s one sector should have an included angle of 50°,
or preferably greater, e.g., 60°. This is equivalent to
saying that the angle of intersection of the hook 36a and
the cylindrical ring 35 should be approximately 25° to
30°.

FI1G. 9 shows the closure 30 being removed from the
container. Because the hook is engaged under the shoul-
der 19 and i1s relatively inflexible compared to the hinge
portion 384, the upward movement of the main part of
the closure 30 causes the end 464 of the hook 36a to
engage against the intersection 53. The length of the
hook from that end to the end at which the hinge por-
tion 38a 1s located is longer than the radial dimension of
the shoulder 19 and, therefore, is long enough to jack
the lower edge 37 of the ring 35 outwardly.

The original, locked position of the hook 36a is
shown in dotted lines, while the position following
tearing of the ring 35 along the grooves 45¢ and 454
alongside the hook 36z in FIG. 9 is shown in solid lines.
The longer the hook 364 is from the hinge region 38a to
the end 464, the farther outward the segment of the ring
between the grooves 45¢ and 454 will be pushed and,
thus, the greater will be the tensile force to rupture the
ring at the grooves 45¢ and 454. Of course, all of the
hooks 360-36d (FIG. 4) will be simultaneously under-
going the same pivotal movement as the hook 36a is
shown undergoing in FIG. 9, thereby cooperatively
Increasing the total tensile stress in the ring 35. |

The ring tears along the grooves 45 (FIG. 4) because
the material there is only about 0.01"" thick. Since the
scores are on the inner surface, the resulting tears in the
ring will be quite visible on the outside. After the ring
has been torn at the grooves 45, the closure 30, with the
ruptured pilfer-proof segments still attached by respec-
tive sections of the region 39, can be completely re-
moved from the container and can later be screwed
back on. When that 1s done, the hooks 36 may again
engage the shoulder, but once the ring 35 has been torn,
much less torque will be required to remove the closure
30 later. The lesser force required to unscrew the clo-
sure would also indicate that the closure had been previ-
ously removed. The ring 35 is attached to the lower
edge of the skirt 32, which is about 0.05"” thick, by the
thin, flexible section 39 that forms the bridges 50 and
that may be about 0.015" thick.

The ring 35z in FIG. 10 has no scores like the scores
45. Instead, the region 39 is made thin enough and weak
enough to rupture as the closure 305 1s removed from
the container 13. This leaves the ring 35z on the neck of
the container encircling the neck region 16. Even if the
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closure 305 is screwed back on, the separation between
the ring and the skirt 32 will be clearly visible.

FI1G. 11 shows the four hooks 364-36d separately
from any other part of a closure to illustrate the fact that
they are essentially segments of a frusto-conical shell.
Therr frusto-conical curvature in the direction of the
arrow 34 greatly strengthens them longitudinally in the
direction of the arrow 33 to prevent their folding under
the compressive force applied in the direction of the
arrow 3.

FIG. 11 also makes i1t clear that the radius of curva-
ture of the ends 46a-46d, which lie on the circle 56, is
less than the radius of curvature of the ends at the hinge
regions 38¢-384d, which lie along the larger circle 57,
since the radius of the circle 57 is slightly greater than
the radius of the circle 56. This is not to say that the
entire surface that defines each of the ends 46a-46d
must lie in a single plane, although that 1s the way they
are illustrated in this figure. However, forming the ends
46a-46d so that they are coplanar results iIn maximum
contact between these ends and the shoulder 19 as
shown, for example, in FIG. 8.

FIG. 12 shows a side view of the closure 305, a frag-
ment of which 1s shown 1in FIG. 10. In order to have the
ring 35a separate from the skirt 32 as easily as possible,
openings 38 that divide the region 39 into bridges 59 are
made larger than the openings 442-44d in FIG. 3. One
of the bridges 594-594 1s directly aligned with each of

.the hooks 136a-1364d as illustrated in FIG. 13. The brid-

ges 89a-394 comprise the thin plastic material that de-
.fines the ends of the openings 58 and joins the ring 35a

:to the skirt 32. By making these bridges very slender,

for example, about 0.015"” by about 0.03"”, they can be
ruptured relatively easily as the closure 306 is un-
screwed from a container.

FIGS. 13 and 14 show two different hook configura-
tions. The sides 61¢ and 615 of the hook 1362 (and
.corresponding sides of each of the other hooks
- 136b6-136d) in FIG. 13 are defined substantially by ra-

dial planes emanating from the axis of the closure 305.
- On the other hand, the closure 30¢ in FIG. 14 has the
same type of hooks 364-3éd shown in FIG. 11, for
example. The sides 62a and 6256 of the hook 36z (and
corresponding sides of each of the other hooks 365-364)
are defined by substantially parallel planes. As a result,
the hooks 136a-1364 can have a greater included angle
a at the hinge portion 1382 than can the hooks 36a-36d4.
The reason 1s that each hook is partly defined by a mold
portion, and, as will be described later, there must be
relative rotation to bring this mold portion out from
behind each hook to the space between adjacent hooks
in order to extract the newly formed closure from the
mold. The extra width of the corners of the hooks
36a-364d 1n F1G. 14 means that the space between each
pair of hooks is more limited than is the case of the
hooks 136a2-1364 in FIG. 13.

It is also appropriate to note that each hook, in either
FIG. 13 or FIG. 14, subtends a central angle a having
its apex at the axis of the closure, the angle not being
substantially smaller than 33° and not greater than a
number of degrees equal to 180 divided by the number
of hooks. Thus, if there are only two hooks 36a and 365
or 1362 and 136bH, they can each subtend a maximum
angle a of 90°, If there are five hooks, they can each
subtend an angle as great as 36°. If the subtended angle
1s too small, there will be insufficient strengthening of
the hooks, due to limitation of their frusto-conical cur-

vature.
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FI1G. 14 also shows another embodiment of the pilfer-
proof ring 3556 in which one of the bridges, bridge 63, is
substantially wider and, therefore, stronger than the
other bridges 65. It should be noted that there are more
bridges 65 in FIG. 14 than the number of bridges
59a-59d in F1G. 13 and there are two bridges 65 over
each hook 36a-36d. Preferably, there is one of the brid-
ges 65 over each edge of each hook. Diametrically
opposite the bridges 63 s a slot 64 that weakens the ring
336 and allows it to be torn apart easily as the closure is
unscrewed from a container. Thereafter the torn ring
356 will dangle from the remaining bridge 63, making it
quite clear that the closure has been removed from the
container.

FIGS. 15 through 21 show a mold to make the clo-
sures of the foregoing figures. The outer components of
the mold, as shown in FIG. 15, may consist of two main,
outer portions: an upper and lower portion 66a and 665,
as shown, to form all of the exterior surfaces of half of
the closure 30. After molding the closure, the upper
portion 66 may be moved axially away. The lower
portion is divided into left and right half shells, which

- can then be separated by opposite lateral movement.

The openings in the thin region 39 may be formed by
several separate members, of which only member 67 is

- shown, movable laterally with respect to the axis. Alter-
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natively, in 2 mold to form the closure 3056 in FIGS. 12
and 13 that has only one bridge for each hook, the
members 67 may be rigidly affixed to the respective half
shell, provided the cross-sectional shape of the bridges
(for example, the bridges 592-59d in FIG. 13 has no
re-entrant surfaces to hinder such linear movement of
the members 67, i.e., surfaces not “visible” directly from
the left or right. As a further alternative, the outer shell
may be divided into more than two parts.

Within the shell 66, and defining the interior surfaces
of the closure 30, are three main internal mold members
68-70. The upper member 68 primarily defines the
thread 33 and other interior surfaces of the main part of
the closure 30, and the two lower members 69 and 70
define interior surfaces of the pilfer-proof 34.

FIG. 21 shows the members 68-70 separated axially,
as they would be after extracting the closure 30 from
the mold. The upper member 68 has a central axle 72
that extends through a hole 73 in the member 69. The
latter has four wing-like projections 74a-74d that define
generally outwardly facing frustoconical convex sur-
faces of the hooks and also define inwardly facing por-
tions of the surface 52 (FIG. 15) of the ring 35 juxta-
posed with respect to the respective hooks. The gener-
ally outwardly facing surface 76a of one of the hooks
36a is shown in FIG. 16.

FIG. 21 also shows the member 70 as being in the
form of a short tube with recesses 77a-77d. Surfaces
78a-78d of the projections form parts of the surface 52
of the ring 35 and surfaces 79a-794 of the tube 70 form
the remainder of the inner surface 52 of the ring. While
the radius of curvature of the surfaces 79¢-794 could be
greater than the radius of curvature of the surfaces
78a-78d, they preferably have the same radius of curva-
ture. The surfaces 792-79d cannot have a radius sub-
stantially smaller than that of the surfaces 78a-78d.

The surfaces 80z and 804 in the recesses 77a and 77d
form the generally inwardly facing surfaces, such as the
surface 81a of the hook 36z in FIG. 15. The surfaces 80a
and 80b and similar surfaces in the recesses 77¢ and 77d
can have frusto-conical curvature, but if the subtended

angle of the hooks formed in these recesses is not too
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great, the surfaces 80g and 805 need not be frusto-coni-
cally curved.

FIG. 16 shows the closure 30 with the outer shell 66
in FIG. 15 removed. The next step in extracting the
closure from the mold is to separate the member 70
from the closure 30 and the members 68 and 69 by linear
relative movement, equivalent to moving the member
70 in the direction of the arrow 84, as shown in FIG. 17.

Thereafter relative rotary movement between the clo-.

sure 30 and the member 69 in the direction of the arrows
82 and 83, as shown in FIGS. 18 and 19, moves the
projections 74a-74d out from behind the hooks. It is this
rotary movement that requires the various surfaces of
the hooks 36a-364 and juxtaposed parts of the surface
52 to be surfaces of revolution.

Finally, the closure and the member 68 are separated
by relative linear movement according to the arrow 85
in FIG. 20 or by helical movement that also moves the
member 68 in the same direction. For this purpose the
lower surface 86 of the member 68 is conically shaped
with an included angle less than the supplement of the
included angle of the hooks 36. Thus, if the hooks have
an mcluded angle of 60°, the included angle of the sur-
face 86 must be less than 120°, This allows the surface 86
to cam the hooks out of the way and permit downward
movement of the member 68.

A fin 87 1s shown on the mold part 70. This fin would
be required to form one of the slots 45 if the closure
being molded were the closure 30 in FIG. 4. In fact,
there would have to be such a fin adjacent each side of
each recess 77a-77d to form that type of closure. How-
ever, no such fins are required to form the closure 30 in
FIGS. 12 and 13. A similar fin midway between two of
the recesses 77a-77d would be required to mold the slot
64 in FIG. 14.

We claim:

1. A molded, one-piece plastic closure for attachment
gas-tight to a container having a body, a threaded neck
extending from the body, and a bead extending out-
wardly from the neck between the threaded portion and
~ the body and having a shoulder facing the body and
extending from the intersection with the neck out to the
outer part of the bead, said closure comprising:

(1) an end member:

(2) a generally cylindrical skirt integrally molded
with the end member and extending away from the
end member, the skirt comprising an internal
thread to engage the neck; and

(3) a pilfer-proof molded integrally with the closure
at the edge of the skirt remote from the end mem-
ber and comprising:

(a) a ring,

(b) means comprising at least one region of the
pilfer-proof weaker than immediately adjacent
regions of the pilfer-proof to be visibly torn by
force exerted thereon by the removal of the
closure from the container, and

(c) a plurality of hooks to engage the shoulder
when the closure is being unscrewed from the
container, each of the hooks comprising:

(1) a main portion in the form of a sector of a
generally frusto-conical shell that has a gener-
ally inwardly facing surface and a frusto-coni-
cal convex generally outwardly facing surface
extending longitudinally between a first
curved edge of larger radius of curvature at
one axial end of the shell and a second curved
edge of smaller radius of curvature at the op-
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posite axial end of the shell, the frusto-conical
shape making each sector substantially imper-
vious to bending in response to compressive
force exerted longitudinally along the shell
and of smaller magnitude than the compres-
sive force that must be exerted thereon of
sufficient magnitude to tear the weakened
region, each of the sectors extending inwardly

from the edge of the ring remote from the skirt
and at an angle toward the end member, the
convex surface of each sector facing generally
outwardly toward a respective portion of the
inwardly facing surface of the ring, and

(11) hinge means integrally molded with the first
curved edge of the respective sector and with
a part of that edge of the ring which is remote
from the skirt, whereby the hinge means joins
the first edge of the respective sector to the
ring, the hinge means being sufficiently flexi-
ble with respect to the ring to allow the re-
spective sector to pivot substantially only
toward and away from a respective portion of
the inwardly facing surface of the ring, the
respective portion of the inwardly facing sur-
face of the ring being spaced from the axis by
a distance not substantially greater than the
radius of the outer part of the bead plus the
thickness of the frusto-conical shell, whereby
each of the hooks can be pivoted to a position
such that 1ts generally inwardly facing surface
1s spaced from the axis by a distance at least
substantially as great as the outer part of the
bead.

2. The closure of claim 1 in which each of the hooks
subtends a central angle that has its apex at the axis of
the closure and is not substantially smaller than 30° and
not greater than a number of degrees equal to 180/N,
where N is the number of hooks.

3. The closure of claim 2 in which each of the hooks
subtends an angle greater than 30° and less than about
40° and there are four of said hooks.

4. The closure of claim 1 in which the arcuate width

~ of each hinge means is approximately equal to the arcu-
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ate width of the respective sector.

S. The closure of claim 4 in which the thickness of
each hinge means is not substantially greater than the
average thickness of the respective sector.

6. The closure of claim 1 in which:

the contamer comprises a flange axially spaced from
the shoulder and extending outwardly from the

neck between the bead and the body; and

the ring 1s in the form of a short cylindrical band
having an axial length approximately equal to the
axial distance between the shoulder and the flange
on the neck of the container.

7. The closure of claim 6 in which the maximum axial
component of the length of each of the sectors between
the end edges thereof is approximately equal to the axial
distance between the shoulder and the flange on the
neck of the container.

8. The invention of claim 1 in which.the weakened
region comprises a plurality of thin bridges of the elas-
tomeric material integrally molded between the skirt
and the ring.

9. The closure of claim 1 in which there is at least one
sald weakened region for each said hook, and each said
weakened region is a substantially longitudinal groove
in the ring.
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10. The closure of claim 9 1n which each said groove
is on the inwardly facing surface of the ring.

11. The closure of claim 9 comprising flexible means
joining the ring to the skirt to support segments of the
ring pivotally after the weakened regions have been

torn.
12. The closure of claim 11 1n which the flexible

means comprises a thin-walled portion of the plastic
integrally molded between the edge of the skirt and the

proximal edge of the ring.

13. The closure of claim 12 in which the thin-walled
portion 1s separated into individual bridges, each ex-
tending between a respective part of the edge of the
skirt and a respective one of the segments of the ring.

14. The closure of claim 1 in which the maximum
length from the first curved edge of each of the sectors
to the second curved edge thereof is greater than the
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racdhal distance from the outermost part of the bead to
the adjacent part of the neck.

15. The closure of claim 1 in which the weakened
region comprises a plurality of slender bridges of the
plastic material integrally molded between the skirt and
the ring, the minimum cross-sectional area of each of
the bridges being substantially less than the cross-sec-
tional area of each of the sectors, whereby the tensile
force required to break the bridges will be less than the
force required to fold the sectors during removal of the

closure from the container.
16. The closure of claim 1 in which the thickness of

the plastic material comprising each of the hinge means
is less than the thickness of the adjacent part of each of
the respective sectors, whereby the flexiblity of each of
the hooks is confined to the respective hinge means

thereof.
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