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[57] ABSTRACT

A baseball-type cap having on the front and above the
VISOr a miniature transparent mug which contains a
small motor and pump that circulates a fluid from the
bottom of the mug up through a conduit within the cap
to a small dispensing tap mounted above the mug. The

tap handle operates an electrical switch to power the

motor and also a lamp that back-lights advertising mate-
rial visable through the transparent mug and illuminates
the fluid flowing through a transparent tube connected
between the dispensing tap outlet and the bottom of the
mug. A top cover of the mug may support a plastic
foam for further realism.

12 Claims, 3 Drawing Figures
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NOVELTY ADVERTISING CAP

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

‘This invention relates generally to caps having adver-
tising material thereon, and particularly to a novelty
baseball-type cap supporting a miniature illuminated
mug or beer stein with advertising material thereon and
which appears to pour fluid from a fluid tap into the
mug when the tap handle is opened.

Inexpensive baseball-type caps with advertising ma-
tertal either painted or sewn on the frontal area above
the visor or brim of the cap are extremely popular and
are handed out or sold by manufacturers or businesses
as a very practical type of promotional material. It is
apparent that the more striking or obvious the advertis-
ing material is upon a cap, the more it will be noticed by
the public and will thus be better advertising.

The novelty baseball-type cap of the invention, being
at normal eye level, is quickly noticed by everyone
within view and provides an excellent advertising me-
dium for any manufacturer or business dealing in a

liquid comestible such as soft drinks, juices, beers, wines

or the like.

Briefly described, the imvention includes a conven-
tional baseball-type cap normally used for product ad-
vertising. Mounted to the frontal area of the cap and
above the brim is a small transparent receptacle such as
a miniature mug which is formed with a semicircular
front slot for receiving a plastic or paper sheet contain-
ing an emblem, tradename or mark, or other advertising
material. Contained within the mug i1s a small 9 volt
D.C. lamp for backlighting the advertising material and
a miniature 9 volt pump which circulates a small supply
of a suitably colored water through a closed system
from an enclosed chamber in the bottom of the mug and
up through a plastic tubing behind the front surface of
the cap and through what appears to be a tap extending
from the front surface and back down into the small
fluid chamber in the bottom of the mug. The tap handle
is an electrical switch which, when pivoted down to its
“on” position, closes the circuit between a 9 volt battery
and the electric pump and backlighting lamp so that the
colored fluid being circulated by the pump will appear
to be flowing from the tap into the transparent vessel.

The principal object of the invention therefore is to
provide a baseball-type cap with an illuminated adver-
tising display that will attract the greatest attention and
provide better advertising value for an advertiser.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In the drawings which illustrates the preferred em-
bodiment of the invention:

FIG. 1 1s a perspective view illustrating my baseball-
type advertising cap with miniature mug and its closed
circuit fluid flow system;

FIG. 2 1s a side sectional view of the illuminated mug
and closed circuit fluid flow system of FIG. 1; and

FIG. 3 is a sectional front view of the mug and fluid
flow system.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

FIG. 1 1illustrates a typical baseball-type cap 10 with
a front brim or bill 12 connected to the cap at a conven-
tional vertical substantially flat section 14 of the cap
that normally carries printed or sewn-on advertising
material. Mounted to the flat section 14 and just above

10

15

20

25

30

35

45

50

335

60

035

2

the visor 12 is a miniature plastic mug 16 having a diam-
eter in the order of 1.5 inches and height approximately
2 inches. The mug is preferably formed of transparent
plastic with a slot behind the transparent front face to
accomodate a sheet containing advertising material,
logo, tradename or trademarks of the advertiser, as will

be subsequently described, and 1s connected by the clear
plastic tube 18 to an apparent fluid tap 20 which is con-
nected to the vertical cap section 14 so that it appears
that the tap may receive a fluid from a source within the
cap. The fluid tap 20 1s illustrated with a typical beer or
soda fountain type of tap handle 22, but other styles of
tap handles, such as the rotary type used for wine barrel
bung tap may be used.

~As illustrated in the sectional side view of FIG. 2, the
tap handle 22 is pivotable on a pin 24 and a portion of
the lower part of the pivotable handle supports a small
screw, the head 26 of which electrically short circuits
the supported exposed ends of a small wire pair 28 to
complete an electric circuit between a 9 volt battery
which may be contained within the cap interior or
which may be connected to terminals 30 to which bat-
tery leads may be coupled. If desired, the 9 volt battery
power may be connected through a “flasher” 31, in-
stalled for a more striking visual effect, and thence
though wires 32 inside the cap and through the vertical
cap section 14 and rear wall of the plastic mug 16 to the
9 volt electric motor 34 of a small hobby-type pump 36
and also to a small lamp 38, Therefore, the pivoting
forward of the tap handle 22 to its “on” position, will
close the switch formed by the ends of the wire pair 28
and the 9 volt battery will turn on the pump motor 34
and light the lamp 38.

As illustrated in FIGS. 2 and 3 the pump motor 34 is
contained within a tubular housing 40 having a circular
floor 43 having a small opening for the motor shaft
which 1s connected to the pump impeller 44 within its
chamber. A flange 46 i1s circumferentially connected to
the exterior surface of the tubular housing 40 and its
exterior portion rests upon and is cemented to an annu-
lar ring 42 in the interior wall of the mug 16. The cham-
ber formed between the lower surface of the flange 46
and the mug interior floor 48 serves as a fluid reservoir
through which the fluid in the system circulates. The
motor 18 thus firmly attached to the mug out of the fluid
containing reservoir while the pump 1s immersed within
the fluid with the reservorr.

As best illustrated in FIG. 2, the fluid pump 36 i1s
coupled to a soft plastic tube 49 which preferably passes
through the flange 46 and out through the rear wall of
the mug and the cap section 14 and up within the cap to
a connection with a fluid passage 50 in the tap’s stem 52
which 1s attached to the face of the cap section 14. It
will be noted that the wire pair 28 are also within the
stem 52, but within a separate “dry” passage 54 for
preventing moisture from causing an unwanted short
circuit of the wires.

The transparent plastic tube 18 is connected between
the end of the tap 20 and the reservoir formed in the
mug 16 between the flange 46 and the mug floor 48.
‘Thus, operation of the pump 36 will cause the fluid
within the reservoir to flow through the tube 49, the tap
20, and down the transparent tube 18 illuminated by the
lamp 38 and back into the reservoir.

The mug 16 is formed with double walls in the front
and sides, as shown in FIGS. 2 and 3, with the top end
of the inner wall slightly below the level of the outer
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wall 60 and supporting a plastic top cap 62 for enclosing
the interior of the mug 16. The thin slot 56 separating

the transparent outer walls 58 and 60, respectively,

permits a thin sheet of advertising material to be in-
serted and backlighted by the lamp 38 when illuminated
concurrently with the operation of the fluid pump.
Therefore, when the fluid pump is started, the flmd
flows from the tap 20 into the mug 16, the transparent
fluid in the tube 18 becomes illuminated to appear as a
free flowing column of fluid, and the advertising mate-
rial in the slot 56 is also illuminated.

For added realism, “foam” 64 in the form of white
plastic wool or foam may be cemented to the mug top
cap fluid when the cap advertises a beer or other foam-
ing liquid, as illustrated in FIG. 3.

Having thus described by invention, what I claim is:

1. In combination with a cap having a brim and a
substantially vertical frontal section above said brim, an

advertising novelty comprising:

a fluid receptacle attached to the frontal section of

the cap, said receptacle having a transparent fron-
tal portion for displaying a sheet of advertising
material located behind said frontal portion;

a fluid tap having a fluid inlet and outlet, said tap
attached to said cap frontal section and positioned
above above said receptacle, said tap having a tap

handle which, when turned from an “off” position
to an ‘““on” position, closes an electrical switch
within the body of said tap;

a transparent tube extending from the fluid outlet of

said tap into said receptacle;

electrical pumping means within said receptacle;

a fluid conduit coupled between said pumping means

and the inlet of said fluid tap; and

an source of electricity coupled through said electri-

cal switch to said electrical pumping means for
energizing said pumping means for circulating fluid
from said receptacle through said fluid conduit,
said fluid tap and said transparent tubing and into
sald receptacle.

2. The advertising novelty claimed in claim 1 further
including a light bulb located within said receptacle and
above the level of fluid therein, said bulb being coupled
to said source of electricity for illuminating satd trans-
parent tube and the interior of said receptacle behind
the transparent frontal portion thereof.

3. The advertising novelty claimed in claim 2 wherein
said fluid conduit passes from said pumping means
through a first opening in said receptacle and said sub-
stantially vertical frontal section and extends up within
said cap and behind said vertical frontal section to pass
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through a second opening in said frontal section to said
fluid tap inlet.

4. The advertising novelty claimed in claim 3 wherein
said electrical pumping means includes a D.C. motor
having a rotatable shaft coupled to a pump impeller
located below said motor and within a reservoir formed
between the bottom surface of said receptacle and the
bottom surface of a chamber in said receptacle that
encloses said motor.

3. The advertising novelty claimed in claim 4 wherein
said motor enclosing chamber 1s supported at a prede-
termined vertical position within said receptacle by a
substantially horizontal circular flange surrounding said
chamber and connected thereto and an annular ring on
the inner surface of said receptacle, and wherein said
transparent tube extends from the fluid outlet of said tap
and through said flange for circulating fluid into the
volume below said flange and into said reservoir.

6. The advertising novelty claimed in claim § wherein
sald source of electricity is a battery located within said
cap and wherein said battery is coupled through a dry
conduit associated with said fluid tap to said electrical
switch within the body of said tap.

7. The advertising novelty claimed in claim 6 further
including a flasher element in the electrical coupling to
said pump motor and to said light bulb for the intermit-
tent operation of said bulb and said pump motor while

said electrical switch is closed.

8. The advertising novelty claimed in claim 7 wherein
said fluid tap handle pivots between “off”’ and “on”
positions, and wherein an arcuate portion on a pivoting
portion of said tap handle contains an electrically con-
ductive protrusion that contacts both conductors of an
electrical wire pair within said dry conduit for closing
sald electrical switch.

9. The advertising novelty claimed in claim 1 wherein
at least the frontal section of said cap 1s transparent o
translucent and wherein said section of formed with
inner and outer walls that are separated to form a slot
therebetween, said slot providing an area for inserting
sheets of advertising material.

10. The advertising novelty claimed in claim 8
wherein at least the frontal section of said cap is trans-
parent to translucent and wherein said section of
formed with inner and outer walls that are separated to
form a slot therebetween, said slot providing an area for
inserting sheets of advertising material.

11. The advertising novelty claimed in claim 1 further
including a top cover for said receptacle, said top cover
being covered with a material representing foam.

12. The advertising novelty claimed in claim 8 further
including a top cover for said receptacle, said top cover

being covered with a material representing foam.
% %k % %k %k
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