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[57) ABSTRACT

An improved portable shower and bath mat including a
non-absorbent mat having a non-slip bottom surface and
having a channeled bottom surface and a plurality of
drain holes through said pad to permit water to drain
through said pad to the channels in the bottom surface
of said pad and into the shower or bath drain.

28 Claims, 5 Drawing Figures
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PORTABLE SHOWER AND BATH MAT

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention 1s an improved portable
shower and bath mat which may also be used as a porta-
ble drying mat following the bath or shower.

A problem commonly encountered by outdoorsmen
1s that outdoor bathing facilities are often susceptible to
dirt and grnit being tracked into the shower area from the
outdoors. Such problem exists at public camping facili-
ties and at beaches.

Under these circumstances, a bather i1s often in the
position of having to step into a shower facility having
a dirty or sandy floor, and then, after showering and
attempting to completely clean the feet, the bather must
stand on the dirty or sandy floor to dry. Finally, the
bather must place his socks and shoes on after standing
on the dirty or sandy floor.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The object of the present invention 1s to provide an
improved portable shower or bath mat which can serve
initially as a shower mat during the shower and which
then dries and drains quickly to provide a clean and dry
surface on which the bather can stand following the
shower. |

A further object of the present invention 1s to provide
a portable shower or bath mat which can be easily and
compactly carried by an outdoorsman.

An additional object of the present invention 1s to
provide a portable shower or bath mat which 1s durable
and which can be re-used frequently and over a long
period of time.

The foregoing objects and still further objects will be
understood based upon the following Description of a
Preferred Embodiment and Drawings, in which the
parts described in the Specification are all shown by like
numbered parts in the drawings.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a perSpective view showing the portable
bath or shower mat in use. -
FIG. 2 1s a perspective view of the upper surface of

d

10

15

20

235

30

35

an improved portable bath or shower mat in accordance 45

with the present invention;

- FIG. 3 1s a perspective view of the bottom surface of
an improved portable bath or shower mat as shown in
FI1G. 2;

FIG. 415 a perspective view of the upper surface of a
second improved portable bath or shower mat in accor-
dance with the present invention; and

FIG. 5 15 a perspective view of the bottom surface of
‘an improved portable bath or shower mat as shown in

F1G. 4.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED
- EMBODIMENTS

The following description sets forth a preferred em-
bodiment of the present invention. It will be understood
that there are other embodiments of the present inven-
tion, and the scope of the present invention is not lim-
ited by the following description of a preferred embodi-
ment. |

The preferred embodiment of the improved portable
bath or shower mat is made of high-density styrofoam
having a non-ship bottom surface. The mat may be any
shape or any size compatible with the floor of a shower
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stall 1 or the bottom of a bath tub as shown in FIG. 1.
For example, the mat may be a rectangular mat as is
shown in FIGS. 2 and 3 or it may be a round or oval mat
in shape as shown in FIGS. 4 and 5.

The mat 2 or 4 must be of sufficient thickness to
insulate the bather’s feet from the cold and wetness of
the shower or bath floor and also to facilitate the rapid
drainage of water from the upper surface of the mat 2 or
4. 'The mat may also be made from any other durable,
substantially rigid, non-absorbent material having a
non-slip bottom surface. The mat or pad should also be -
made from a material which will insulate the bather’s
feet from a cold shower or bath floor.

The preferred embodiment shown in FIGS. 2 and 3
includes a channeled bottom surface, having channels
11z through 1le longitudinally arranged along the
width of the bottom surface of the mat, and channels
12a through 12f transversely arranged along the length
of the bottom surface of the mat.

The embodiment shown in FIGS. 4 and 5 also in-
cludes a channeled bottom surface, having channels 414
through 41p arranged radially on the bottom surface of
the mat or pad. It will be understood, however, that a
mat having a circular or oval shape may also have a-
plurality of parallel channels arranged as shown in FIG.
3, as opposed to radial channels as shown in FIG. 5.

The mats 2 or 4 may also include a large hole 13
which may be used to carry the mat, hang the mat over
a standard shower head for storage when the mat is not
in use, and the hole may also be arranged to fit over the
drain hole of the shower or bath.

The mat 2 also includes a plurality of drain holes 13
which are situated along the channels 11g through 11e
and a plurality of drain holes 12a through 12g situated
along the channels 12 through 12/, and the mat 4 in-
cludes a plurality of drain holes 42 along the radial
channels 41 through 41p. These drain holes should be
sufficient in number to permit water to drain through
the mat quickly and then drain away from the mat
through the channels in the lower surface of the mat.

In order to use the mat 2 or 4, the bather may place
the mat in the shower or bath before bathing and stand
on the mat during the shower or bath. Following the
bath, the mat will dry quickly providing the bather a
clean and dry surface on which to stand while drying
and dressing.

It will be understood that the forgoing preferred
embodiments are exemplary, and that alternative em-
bodiments can be made without departing from the
basic scope of the present invention, which invention 1s
limited solely by the appended claims.

What I claim is:

1. An improved portable shower or bath mat includ-
ing:

(a) 2 high density polystyrene pad having an upper
surface and also having a channeled bottom sur-
face, wherein at least one of said channels extends
to at least one edge of said pad; and

(b) said pad further including a plurality of drain
holes, including drain holes extending from said
upper surface through said pad to said channels in
said bottom surface.

2. An improved portable shower or bath mat as
claimed 1n claim 1 wherein said pad includes a first
length dimension and includes a second width dimen-
sion, and wherein said channels include at least one
channel transverse to said length dimension.
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3. An improved portable shower or bath mat as
claimed in claim 2 wherein said channels include at least
one channel longitudinal to said length dimension.

4. An improved portable shower or bath mat as
claimed in claim 1 wherein said pad includes a central
location and wherein said channels include at least one
channel extending radially from said central location.

5. An improved portable shower or bath mat as

claimed in claim 1 wherein said channels include a first
plurality of parallel channels.

6. An improved portable shower or bath mat as
claimed in claim 5 wherein said channels further include
a second plurality of parallel channels perpendicularly
arranged 1n relation to said first plurality of parallel
channels.

7. An improved portable shower or bath mat includ-
ing:

(a) a high density polystyrene pad having an upper
surface and also having a channeled bottom surface
wherein at least one of said channels extends to at
least one edge of said pad;

(b) said pad further including a plurality of drain
holes extending from said upper surface through
said pad to said channels in said bottom surface;
and

(c) said pad having exterior dimensions and weight
suitable for a bather to carry said pad in one hand
to said shower or bath.

8. An mmproved portable shower or bath mat as
claimed in claim 7 wherein said pad includes a first
length dimension and includes a second width dimen-
ston and wherein said channels include at least one
channel transverse to said length dimension.

9. An improved portable shower or bath mat as
claimed in claim 7 wherein said channels include at least
one channel longitudinal to said length dimension.

10. An improved portable shower or bath mat as
claimed in claim 7 wherein said pad includes a central
location and wherein said channels include at least one
channel extending radially from said central location.

11. An improved portable shower or bath mat as
claimed in claim 7 wherein said channels include a first
plurality of parallel channels.

12. An improved portable shower or bath mat as
claimed in claim 11 wherein said channels further in-
clude a second plurality of parallel channels angularly
arranged 1n relation to said first plurality of parallel
channels.

13. An improved portable shower or bath mat includ-
Ing:

(a) a rectangular high density polystyrene pad having

a first length dimension and a second width dimen-
sion and further including an upper surface and
also including a channeled bottom surface, wherein
a first plurality of said channels extend longitudi-
nally from the front of said pad to the rear of said
pad, and wherein a second plurality of said chan-
nels extend transversely across said pad perpendic-
ularly relative to said first plurality of channels;

(b) said pad further including a plurality of drain
holes extending from the upper surface of said pad
to said first plurality of channels and to said second
plurality of channels and

(c) said pad having a length, width, thickness and
weight suitable for a bather to carry said pad in one
hand to said shower or bath.

14. An improved portable shower or bath mat includ-

Ing:
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(a) a circular high density polystyrene pad having an
upper surface and also having a channeled bottom
surface;

(b) said pad further including a plurality of drain
holes extending from the upper surface of said pad
through said pad to said channel; and |

(c) said pad having a diameter, thickness and weight

suitable for a bather to carry said pad in one hand
to said shower or bath.
15. An itmproved portable shower or bath mat as

claimed in claim 14 wherein said channels include a first
plurality of parallel channels.

16. An mmproved portable shower or bath mat as
claimed in claim 15 wherein said channels further in-
clude a second plurality of parallel channels angularly
arranged 1n relation to said first plurality of channels.

17. A new method for a bather to insulate the feet
from a shower or bath floor by using an improved por-
table shower or bath mat, including the following steps:

(a) said bather removing all footwear and stepping
directly upon an improved portable shower or bath
mat, said mat including:

(1) a substantially rigid non-absorbent pad having a
channeled bottom surface, wherein at least one of
said channels extends to at least one edge of said
pad; and

(11) said pad further includes a plurality of drain holes,
including drain holes extending from said upper
surface through said pad to said channels in said
bottom surface; and

(b) showering or bathing and then, following said
shower or bath, allowing said portable shower or
bath mat to drain until dry; and

(c) standing upon said shower or bath mat to dry the
feet and stepping from said mat directly into any
desired footwear after drying the feet.

18. A new method for a bather to insulate the feet
from a shower or bath floor by using an improved por-
table shower or bath mat, including the following steps:

(a) said bather removing all footwear and stepping
directly upon an improved portable shower or bath
mat, said mat including:

(1) a high density polystyrene pad having, a channeled
bottom surface, wherein at least one of said chan-
nels extends to at least one edge of said pad; and

(i1) said pad further includes a plurality of drain holes,
including drain holes extending from said upper
surface through said pad to said channels in said
bottom surface; and

(b) showering or bathing and then, following said
shower or bath, allowing said portable shower or
bath mat to drain until dry; and

(c) standing upon said shower or bath mat to dry the

feet and stepping from said mat directly into any
desired footwear after drying the feet.

19. An improved method for a bather to insulate the
feet or body from a shower or bath floor, wherein said
bather 1s insulated from said floor by standing upon or
otherwise being supported by an improved shower or
bath mat, said mat including:

(1) a high density polystyrene pad having an upper
surface and also having a channeled bottom sur-
face, said bottom surface having at least one first
channel: and

(11) said pad further including at least one drain hole
extending from said upper surface through said pad
to at least one channel in said bottom surface.
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20. An improved method for a bather to insulate the
feet from a shower or bath floor as claimed in claim 19,
wherein said bottom surface of said high density poly-
styrene pad includes at least one second channel in
communication with said first channel and angularly
arranged in relation to said first channel.

21. An mmproved method for a bather to insulate the
feet from a shower or bath floor as claimed in claim 19,
wherein said high density polystyrene pad inciudes a
first length dimension and includes a second width di-
mension and wherein said bottom surface of said pad
includes at least one channel transverse to said length
dimension. -

22. An improved method for a bather to insulate the
feet from a shower or bath floor as claimed in claim 21,
wherein said bottom surface of said high density poly-
~ styrene pad includes at least one channel longitudinal to
said length dimension.

23. An improved method for a bather to insulate the
feet from a shower or bath floor as claimed in claim 18,
wherein said high density polystyrene pad includes a
first central location and wherein said channel includes
at least one channel extending radially from said first
central location to at least one edge of satd pad.

24. An improved method for a bather to insulate the
feet or body from a shower or bath floor, wherein said
bather is insulated from said floor by standing upon or
otherwise being supported by an improved shower or

-bath mat, said mat including:
- (1) a high-density polystyrene pad having an upper
surface and also having a channeled bottom sur-
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face, said bottom surface including at least one first
channel:

(11) said pad further including at least one drain hole
extending from said upper surface through said pad
to at least one channel in said bottom surface; and

(1) said pad having exterior dimensions and weight
suitable for a bather to carry said pad in one hand
to said shower or bath.

25. An improved method for a bather to insulate the
feet from a shower or bath floor as set forth in claim 24,
wherein said high-density polystyrene pad of said bot-
tom surface further includes at least one second channel
in communication with said first channel and angularly
arranged 1n relation to said first channel.

26. An improved method for a bather to insulate the
feet from a shower or bath floor as claimed in claim 24,
wherein said high-density polystyrene pad includes a
first length dimension and includes a second width di-
mension, and wherein said bottom surface of said pad
includes at least one channel transverse to said length
dimension.

27. An improved method for a bather to insulate the
feet from a shower or bath floor as claimed in claim 26,
wherein said bottom surface of said high-density poly-
styrene pad further includes at least one channel longi-
tudinal to said length dimension.

28. An improved method for a bather to insulate the
feet from a shower or bath floor as claimed in claim 24,
wherein said high-density polystyrene pad includes a
first central location and wherein said bottom surface of
said pad includes at least one channel extending radially
from said first central location to at least one edge of
said pad.
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