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[57] ABSTRACT

A toamable, electroconductive polyolefinic resin com-

" position comprising 70 to 95 weight percent of a poly-

olefinic resin and 5 to 30 weight percent of an electrical-
ly-conductive particulate furnace black having a spe-
cific surface area of at least 900 square meters per gram.

- Foam products prepared from this composition, prefer-

ably by extrusion foaming, are particularly useful for
packaging sensitive electronic parts.

S Claims, No Drawings
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- Unlike other electrically-conductive carbon blacks,

the electrically-conductive furnace black used in the

present invention has a hollow particulate structure and

an extremely large specific surface area. The object of

the present invention can be achieved only by using a

1

FOAMABLE ELECTROCONDUCTIVE
POLYOLEFIN RESIN COMPOSITIONS

The present invention relates to a foamable polyole- 5

finic resin composition suited for the production of
electroconductive, low-density closed cell foams.

Generally 1t 1s difficult to expand a polyolefin resin in
commercial production. To improve the viscoelasticity
of a molten polyolefin resin before expansion, it is cus-
tomary to modify the resin by crosslinking or by blend-

ing with other resins. )
~ Further, it has long been thought difficult to produce
highly-expanded foams from an intractable polyolefin
resin having a large guantity of carbon black dispersed
therein. For example, in disclosing a process for pro-
ducing a polypropylene resin foam containing carbon
black, Japanese Patent Application, laid open as No.
48-47,958(1973), states that a carbon black content ex-
ceeding 0.1 part by weight does not add to the effective-
ness to reduce the cell size, but 1s rather undesirable in
that as the cells grow they will be aggregated into
larger cells. Carbon black acts as a nucleating agent and
has an adverse effect making the foam cells coarser if
added in an amount exceeding a certain limuit.

- Since electrically-conductive carbon black i1s more
apt to agglomerate than ordinary carbon black, a resin
containing a relatively large amount of electrically-con-
ductive carbon black will have an insufficient viscoelas-
ticity or melt strength to retain in the cells sufficient gas
pressure for expansion. The cell walls formed of such a
resin having a high carbon black content will fissure
upon expansion. Further, highly-expanded foams con-
taining electrically-conductive carbon black substan-
tially fail to show desired electroconductivity because
interparticle distances of the carbon black increase as
the cell walls are extended greatly upon expansion. The
problem of successfully producing highly-expanded
polyolefinic resin foams having a large guantity of car-
bon black therein has remained unsolved.

Accordingly, an object of the present invention is to
provide a foamable polyolefinic resin composition use-
ful for the production of electrically-conductive foams.
More specifically, the present invention aims to provide
such a foamable polyolefinic resin composition, espe-
cially of a type using a non-crosslinked polyolefinic
resin, which can be processed with facility into electri-
cally-conductive low-density foams of closed fine cell
structure having substantially uniform cell sizes with
excellent shock-absorbing properties.

The present invention provides a foamable polyole-
finic resin composition for an electrically-conductive
foam comprising: a mixture of 70 to 95 percent by
- weight of a polyolefinic resin and 5 to 30 percent by
weight of an electrically-conductive, hollow particulate
furnace black having a specific surface area of at least
900 square meters per gram, and a blowing agent,
wherein the furnace black and blowing agent are homo-
geneously dispersed in the polyolefinic resin.

The invention also provides an electroconductive
polyolefin foam prepared by extrusion foaming of the
heat-plastified resin mixture, and especially such foams
expanded to five or more times their original volume.

This invention requires (1) an electrically-conduc-
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furnace black having 900 square meters per gram or
greater specific surface area.

As to why such a selected furnace black is contribu-
tive to production of highly-expanded electrically-con-
ductive polyolefinic resin foams, its characteristic par-
ticulate structure provides a unique mechanism of elec-
tric conduction due to a so-called tunnel effect and
therefore it can secure a sufficient electroconductivity
to the foam even if its content is significantly decreased
as compared with other electrically-conductive carbon
blacks used conventionally. Also, it is supposed that
because of its large specific surface area and hollow
particulate structure the furnace black surfaces will be
apt to absorb the polyolefinic resin, and the adsorption
will be prompted by the action of the blowing agent,
especially, when a volatile blowing agent is used. As a
result, since the resin itself will be quasi-crosslinked, the
cell walls as formed will have a viscoelasticity fit for
expansion and a sufficient gas pressure will be retained
in the cells to permit high expansion. Further, even
when the cell walls are extended, the furnace black
particle will be kept homogeneously dispersed in the
resin due to the aforementioned quasi-crosslinked struc-
ture.

As a typical example of such furnace blacks, well-
known 1n this field of art is Ketjenblack EC (trade name
of electrically-conductive carbon black produced by
Akuzo Chemie N.V.) having 1,000 m2/g or larger spe-
cific surface area. o

In the foamable polyolefinic resin composition ac-
cording to the present invention, the furnace black con-
tent ranges generally from 5 to 30 percent by weight of
the mixture of furnace black and polyolefinic resin. It
may vary in this range depending on the type of the base
resin and blowing agent used as well as on the shape and
properties (density, mechanical properties, etc.) of the

- intended foam. If the furnace black content is lower
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tive, hollow particulate furnace black having a specific |

surface area of at least 900 square meters per gram, (2)
a polyolefinic resin, and (3) a blowing agent.

than 5 percent by weight, the resultant foam cannot
have a sufficient electroconductivity. With a furnace
black content exceeding 30 percent by weight, it 1s not
possible to obtain a highly-expanded foam of closed-cell
structure. Also the resultant foam will have poor shock-
absorbing properties because it loses flexibility, one of
the desirable features of polyolefinic resin foams.

The polyolefinic resin herein referred to generically
denote resins mainly composed of olefins including:
low, medium and high-density polyethylenes; isotactic
polypropylene; poly-1-butene; copolymers of ethylene
or propylene and other monomers copolymerizable
therewith such as propylene-1-octene-ethylene copoly-
mer, ethylene-propylene copolymer, ethylene-vinyl
acetate copolymer, ethylene-acrylic acid copolymer,
ethylene-ethyl acrylate copolymer, and ethylene-vinyl
chloride copolymer; and zinc, sodium, calcium and
magnesium salts of ethylene-acrylic acid copolymer.
These resins may be used individually or as mixtures of
two or more of them. Among these resins, polyethylene
and ethylene-vinyl acetate copolymer are preferable.
More preferably, a low-density polyethylene with a
melt index of 1 to 30 and a density of 0.910 to 0.930 1s
used.

For mixing the electrically-conductive furnace black
with the base resin, any well-known machine having a
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kneading capability may be used, including a Banbury
mixer and similar internal mixers, a roll mill, or a single-
screw and twin-screw extruders.

For adjusting the carbon content of the kneaded
mixture accurately as desired, dryblending or master-
batching process may be used.

The foamable polyolefinic resin composition of the
present invention may be expanded into a foam by well-
known methods. For example, conventional extrusion
foaming techniques can be employed in which the resin
composition is heated to be melted or heat-plastified and
a blowing agent is added thereto at an elevated temper-
ature under high pressure. Then, the resultant molten or
heat-plastified mixture is extruded into a lower-pressure
zone to be expanded into a foam: Alternatively, a batch

method may be used in which the blowing agent is

added to the molten resin composition at elevated tem-

perature under high pressure and then pressure is re-
moved therefrom. In another method, the resin compo-
sition may be crosslinked with electron beams or chemi-

cal crosshinking agent if desired. Then, the crosslinked
resin composition 1s mixed with a blowing agent and

heated to be expanded into a foam. However, the pres-

ent invention 1s particularly effective when applied to
the aforementioned extrusion foaming of polyolefin

resin compositions and especially when such composi-

tions are to be expanded to five or more times their
original unexpanded volume.

For expanding the polyolefinic resin composition of
the present invention, any conventional chemical or

volatile blowing agents may be used. However, espe--

cially preferable for the resin composition of the present
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invention are volatile organic blowing agents having

boiling points lower than the melting point of the poly-
olefinic resin used. Typical examples of such preferable
blowing agents include: lower hydrocarbons such as
propane, butane, pentane, pentene and hexane; and ha-
logenated hydrocarbons such as methylene chloride,
methy! chloride, trichlorofluoromethane, dichlorofluo-
romethane, chlorodifluoromethane, chlorotrifluoro-
methane, dichlorodifluoromethane, 1,1-difluoroethane,
1-chloro-1,1-difluoroethane, 1,2-dichlorotetrafluoroe-
thane and monochloropentafluoroethane. These blow-
Ing agents may be used also as their mixtures.

Chemical blowing agents suitable for the resin com-
position of the present invention include azodicarbon-
amide, azobisisobtyronitrile, dinitrosopentamethylene-
tetramine, and p-toluenesulfonyl hydrazide. These
chemical blowing agents may be used also in conjunc-
tion with the aforementioned volatile organic blowing
agents.

Further, the polyolefinic resin composition according
to the present invention may contain minor amounts of
a lubricating agent such as zinc stearate or other metal
soaps or wax. Besides these, an ultraviolet light ab-
sorber, anti-oxidizing agent and/or stabilizer may be
used as required.

The foamable polyolefinic resin compositions accord-
Ing to the present invention may be expanded into al-
most any shapes including sheets, blocks, rods and
pipes, or it may be used for electric wire and cable
coverings or sheathings or as a variety of other formed
articles.

The present invention is further illustrated by the
following examples and accompanying comparative or
reference experiments.
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EXAMPLES | THROUGH 4

In a 5-liter Banbury mixer, 79 percent by weight of a
low-density polyethylene (grade M-2125 produced by

Asahi-Dow Limited, with the density of 0.921 g/cm3

and the melt index of 2.5), 20 percent by weight of
Ketjenblack EC (product of AKZO N.V., with the
specific surface area of 1,000 m2/g) and | percent by
weilght of wax were kneaded under heat at 750 rpm for

15 minutes with the mixer jacket temperature set at

120° C. Consequently, a pelletized composition was
obtained. The thus obtained pelletized composition was
dry-blended with the polyethylene of the same grade as
above to prepare mixtures having various furnace black
contents as shown in Table 1-

Each of the resultant mixtures was fed to extrusion-
foaming equipment comprising a 30 mm inside barrel
diameter extruder with a line for injecting a blowing
agent into its kneading zone and a heat exchanger with
a die having a 3.0 mm orifice. Twenty-three parts by
weight of 1,2-dichlorotetrafluoroethane was mixed as a
blowing agent with 100 parts by weight of the molten
mixture under pressure at an elevated temperature tc
obtain a molten resin composition, which was then
extrusion-expanded through the die into the atmosphere
to produce a cylindrical foam continuously. The Ket-
jenblack EC content and the properties of the resultant
foams are shown in Table 1.

REFERENCES 1 THROUGH 4

Foams were obtained in the same manner as in Exam-
ples 1 through 4 except for using acetylene black or
channel black each having a specific surface area of 30
to 70 m%/g instead of Ketjenblack EC. The acetylene
black and channel black contents are shown in Table 2
together with the properties of the resultant foams.

TABLE 1
Ketjenblack Foam Percent Volume
EC Content Density  Closed Resistivity
Example (wt %) (g/cm?) Cells (Q/cm)
1 5 0.034 94 1014
2 10 0.037 89 108
3 15 0.038 82 106
4 20 0.045 76 106
TABLE 2
Ketjenblack Foam Percent Volume
EC Content Density  Closed Resistivity
Reference (wt %) (g/cm?)  Cells (Q/cm)
1 Acetylene 0.069 32 1013
black, 10%
2 Acetylene 0.158 21 1010
black, 20%
3 Channel 0.056 29 1016
black, 10%
4 Channel 0.143 18 1016
black, 20%

EXAMPLES 5 AND 6

In a 5-liter Banbury mixer, 79 percent by weight of an
ethylene-vinyl acetate copolymer (EVATATE D-2021
produced by Sumitomo Chemical Co., Ltd., with 10
weight percent vinyl acetate content, 0.93 g/cm3 den-
sity and 1.5 MI), 20 percent by weight of Ketjenblack
EC having the specific surface area of 1,000 m2/g and 1
percent by weight of a wax were kneaded under heat at
750 rpm for 15 minutes with the mixer jacket tempera-
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ture being set at 90° C. Consequently, a pelletized coin-
position was obtained. Then, the pelletized composition
was dry-blended with the copolymer of the same grade
as above to prepare mixtures having the carbon black
contents of 10 and 15 percent by weight, respectively. 5
Each of the resultant mixtures was extrusion-foamed

by repeating the same procedure as in Examples 1
through 4 except for using a mixed blowing agent con-
sisting of 75 parts of weight of 1,2-dichlorotetrafluoroe-
thane and 25 parts by weight of monochloropenta-
fluoroethane. The properties of the resultant foams are
shown in Table 3. |

10

TABLE 3
Foam

Density
(g/cm?)

0.038
0.042

Percent
- Closed
Cells

90
88

Ketjenblack
EC Content
(wt %)

5 10
6 15

Volume 15
Resistivity
(}/cm)

10°
106

Example

: 20
The low-density, fine size, closed-cell foams ex-

panded from the polyolefinic resin compositions of the
present invention are electrically conductive and shock-
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| ab'st}rbing concurrently. Such foams are particularly

useful as a shock-absorbing material for packaging elec-
tronic parts sensitive to static electricity and 1mpact.

We claim:

1. An electroconductive polyolefin resin foam con-
taining 70 to 95 percent by weight of a polyolefinic resin
and 5 to 30 percent by weight of an electrically-conduc-
tive, hollow particulate furnace black having a specific
surface area of at least 900 square meters per gram.

2. The electroconductive resin foam of claim 1
wherein the polyolefin resin is a polyethylene or ethy-
lene-vinyl acetate copolymer resin. |

3. The electroconductive resin foam of claim 1
wherein the polyolefin resin is polyethylene with a melt

“index of 1 to 30 and a density of 0.910 to 0.930.

4. The electroconductive resin foam of claim 1 pre-
pared by extrusion foaming with a volatile organic
blowing agent.

5. The electroconductive resin foam of claim 1
wherein the volatile organic blowing agent is a C;-C;

fluorocarbon or mixture thereof.
: * %k % *  J
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