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[57] ABSTRACT

An athletic sweatband generally consisting of a continu-
ous band of material disposable about the wrist, head or
ankle of a user, the band having an interior compart-
ment communicable with the exterior of the band
through an opening in the band, and an article container
disposed in the band compartment having an opening
communicable with the band opening.

33 Claims, 8 Drawing Figures
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1
ATHLETIC SWEATBAND

This invention relates to an athletic sweatband and
more particularly to a sweatband which may be worn
on the wrist, head or ankle of an athlete while engaged
in athletic activity, such as jogging and playing tennis,
to carry various articles, such as keys, coins and the like.

Most persons engaged in an athletic activity, such as
jogging, tennis, squash, handball and other similar
sports usually are attired in brief clothing, such as
shorts, T-shirts, sweatshirts and the like. Normally, such
attire 1s lacking in pockets or other means for carrying
personal effects, such as coins, keys, bills and credit
cards which prevents such persons from carrying such
personal effects while they pursue their sports activity.
Often, such inability to carry such personal effects is a
hindrance and an inconvenience, particularly if such
persons are required to carry the personal effects in
their hands or to insert them in their brief and usually

loose clothing which can inhibit their movement or .

result in loss of such items. It thus has been found to be
desirable to provide a means for athletes to carry per-
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sonal effects with them without unduly hindering or

inconveniencing them in their athletic activity.

Accordingly, it 1s the principal object of the present
invention to provide a means for persons engaged in
sports activities for carrying personal effects.

Another object of the present invention is to provide
a means for persons engaged in sports activities to carry
personal effects in a manner which will not unduly
hinder the person’s movements or be an inconvenience.

A further object of the present invention is to provide
a novel piece of wearing apparel with which persons
engaged in sports activities may conveniently and se-
curely carry personal effects such as coins, paper
money, keys, credit cards and the like.

Other objects and advantages of the present invention
will become more apparent to those persons having
ordinary skill in the art to which the present invention
pertains from the following description taken in con-
junction with the accompanying drawings wherein:

FIG. 1is a perspective view of an embodiment of the
invention shown being worn on the wrist of a jogger;

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of a panel of material
from which the embodiment shown in FIG. 1 may be
formed, illustrating an initial step in the process of mak-
ing such an embodiment;

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of a sequentlal step in
forming the embodiment shown in FIG. 1, illustrating
the panel shown in FIG. 2 in a sequential condition;

FIG.4isa perspective view of a sequential condition
of the panel shown in FIGS. 2 and 3, ﬂlustratlng the
formed panel in an inverted condition;

FIG. § is an enlarged perspective view of the artlcle
shown in FIG. 4, having been inverted,;

FIG. 6 is an enlarged cross-sectional view of an arti-
cle container which is adapted to be inserted in an open-
ing provided in the article shown in FIG. §;

FIG. 7 is a view similar to the view shown in FIG. §,
illustrating the article container shown in FIG. 6 in-
serted in the article shown in FIG. 5§ and having a por-
tion of the fabric article broken away to expose the
article container disposed within the fabric article; and

FIG. 8 1s an enIarged vertical cross-sectional view
taken along line 8—8 in FIG. 7.

Referring to the drawings, there is 111ustrated an em-
bodiment of the invention consisting of a wristband 10
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2

including a band 11 formed of a stretchable, perspira-
tion absorbent material, and a multiple compartment,
article container 12 formed of a flexible, moisture im-
pervious material. As best illustrated in FIGS. 2
through §, band 11 is formed of a panel of material 13
which may be sewn together and inverted as will be
explained to provide the article as shown in FIG. 3.
Panel 13 has a substantially rectangular configuration
including a pair of longitudinally disposed side edges 14
and 15 and a pair of transversely disposed end edges 16
and 17. As previously mentioned, the panel is formed of
a stretchable, perspiration absorbent material. It has
been found that a terry cloth type of woven fabric con-
sisting of 90% cotton yarn interwoven with 10% elasto-
meric strands or a woven fabric consisting of 90% syn-
thetic yarn, such as ANTRON yarn manufactured and
sold by the Dupont Company and 10% -elastomeric
strands are suitable for this purpose.

Band 11 is formed by first stitching one side 18a of a
zipper 18 along side edge 15 of panel 30, with the zipper
faced down and positioned equidistantly from end
edges 16 and 17. The portion of the panel farthest from
zipper 18 is then folded under the portion of the panel
closest to the zipper along a fold line 19 and longitudinal
edge 14 1s stitched to side portion 185 of zipper 18. The
opposed portions of longitudinal side edges 14 and 15
are then stitched together as at 20 and 21 to provide a
tubular article as shown in FIG. 3. The tubular article is
then flattened, the zipper is unzipped and the ends of the
arttcle are stitched together to form a seam 22. Seams
20, 21 and 22 preferably are formed with a Merrow
stitch. The article shown in FIG. 4 is then inverted or
turned inside out through zipper opening 18¢ to provide
band 11 shown in FIG. 5 having an outer ply 1342 and an
inner ply 135 formed integrally along the adjoining
edges thereof, defining a compartment 23 therebe-
tween.

Article container 12 is adapted to be inserted through
zipper opening 18¢ and positioned in compartment 23 of
article 11. The container consists of a substantially rect-
angular piece of flexible or pliable plastic folded over
and sealed along edges 12¢ and 126 and intermediate
lines 12¢ and 124 to provide a number of compartments
24, 25 and 26. The outer edges of container panels 27, 28
and 29 are provided with scooped configurations 274,
28a and 29q to facilitate easy access t0 compartments
24, 25 and 26.

As best illustrated in FIGS. 7 and 8, article container
12 is adapted to be disposed in compartment 23 of arti-
cle 11, between outer and inner plies 13 and 135
thereof, with the access openings of container compart-
ments 24, 25 and 26 displaced from zipper opening 18
yet communicable therewith by distorting one side of
the zipper. It is contemplated that various items of per-
sonal effects, such as keys, coins, credit cards and the
like may be carried in container compartments 24, 25
and 26 either by inserting the items in the container
compartments prior to inserting the article container in
band 11 or maneuvering such items through zipper
opening 18 and into container compartments 24, 25 and
26 by distorting one side of the zipper. After the con-
tainer with the items to be carried are inserted in band
11 or the individual items are inserted through the zip-
per opening and maneuvered into the container com-
partments, the outer ply of band 11 may be repositioned
as shown in FIG. 5 and the zipper closed to safely and
securely lock the items in the sweatband. The sweat-
band can then be worn on the wrist as shown in FIG. 1
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to permit the user to carry the articles without hinder-

ing his or her motions. As the user continues with his or
her athletic activity and begins to perspire, such perspi-
ration about the wrist of the user will be absorbed by

band 11. Such perspiration, however, essentially will be

prevented from contacting the articles in the sweatband

as a result of the impervious nature of the article con—-

tamer

Although the embodiment of the invention show‘n in
the drawings relates to a sweatband which may be worn
on the wrist of a user, it is to be understood that by
simply adjusting the size of the article, it may be worn
on other portions of the body. It may used as a head-
band and on the arms and legs, particularly the ankle.
Also, it will be appreciated that band 11 and container
12 may be made of other comparable materials. In addi-
tion, closure means other than a zipper may be used
such as interlocking materials including a Velcro mate-
rial.

From the foregoing detailed description, it will be
‘evident that there are a number of changes, adaptations
and modifications of the present invention which come
within the province of those persons having ordinary
skill in the art to which the aforementioned invention
pertains. However, it is intended that all such variations
not departing from the spirit of the invention be consid-
ered as within the scope thereof as llmlted solely by the
appended claims.

We claim:

1. An athletic sweatband comprising:

a continuous band of material dlsposable about a

portion of the body of the user,
said band having an interior compartment communi-
cable with the exterior of said band through an
opening in said band, and
an article container disposable in said band compart-
ment having at least one opening communicable
with said band opening, |
said article container being insertable and removable
from said compartment.
2. The athletic sweatband according to clann 1 1n-—
- cluding,
said article container being formed of a flexible, mols—
ture impervious material.
3. The athletic sweatband accordlng to clalm 1 in-
cluding,
said article container being formed of a plastlc rnate-
rial.
4. The athletic sweatband according to claim 1 in-
cluding,
a plurality of 1nterlock1ng elements belng prowded on
opposed sides of said band opening.
5. The athletic sweatband according to claim 1 in-
- cluding, |
said article container being provided with multiple
compartments, each havmg an opening comrnunl-
cable with said band opening.

6. The athletic sweatband according to clann 1 in-
cluding,
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said band comprising a woven fabric cons,lstlng of 60

synthetic yarn
strands.
7. The athletic sweatband accordlng to claim 6 in-
cluding, &
said woven fabric consisting of 90 percent synthetic
yvarn and 10 percent elastomeric strands.

8. The athletic sweatband accordlng to clann 1 in-
cluding, |

mterwoven w1th ela,stomerlc

65
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said band comprising a woven fabric consisting of
cotton yarn interwoven with elastic strands.

9. The athletlo sweatband accordlng to claim 8 in-
cluding, |

said woven fabric consisting of 90 percent cotton
‘yarn and 10 percent elastomeric strands.
10. The athletic sweatband according to claim 1 in-
cludlng, |
said. contlnuous ‘band belng formed from a srngle
piece of material.
11 The athletlc sweatband accordlng to claim 1 111-
chuding,
said article container 1nelud1ng connected first and
second moisture impervious 31des defining at least-
one compartment. |
" 12. The athletic sweatband according to claim 1 1n-
cluding, |
said band having an inner surface posltlonable against
a portion of the body of a user when worn by the
user and an opposite outer surface, said opening in
said band passing through said outer surface.
'13. The athletic sweatband according to claim 12
including, -
said band havmg a hollow annular shape, and
said opening in said band being generally parallel- to
. the circumference of said annular shape and posi-
tioned generally in the middle of said outer surface.
14. The athletic sweatband according to claim 1 in-

“cluding, said band having a hollow annular shape..

~ 15. The athletic sweatband according to claim 14
including, | |
- said compartment having an annular shape and when
said athletic sweatband is worn said compartment
extends generally the entire circumference of the
- portion of the body about which said sweatband 1s
disposed. | - |
16. The athletic sweatband accordmg to clalm 1 in-
clud1ng, - | |
sald band comprising an elongated panel having a
pair of edges partlally _]olned together to provide
-said band opening, and. a pair of end edges joined
together to provide inner and outer plies defining
'said compartment in which said article container is
- disposable.
17. The athletic sweatband accordmg to claim 16

| 1nc1ud1ng,

said band material consisting of a stretchable, perspi-
ration absorbent fabric.
- 18. The athletic sweatband accordlng to claim 16
including, | -
- said article container being formed of a flexible, mois-
ture impervious material.
19. The athletic sweatband accordlng to claim 16
including, |
said article container belng formed of a plastlc mate-
rial. |
20. The athletic sweatband accordlng to claim 16
including, | -
a plurality of interlocking elements bemg provided on
opposed sides of said band opening.
21. An athletic sweatband accordlng to clalm 16 In-

‘cluding,

said article contamer being provided with multlple
compartments, each havmg an openlng communi-
cable with said band opening.-

22. An athletic sweatband accordlng to claim 16 in-

- cluding,



N
~said band comprising a woven fabric consisting of
synthetic yarns interwoven with elastomeric
strands.

23. An athletic sweatband according to claim 22 in-
cluding, 3
said woven fabric consisting of 90 percent synthétic

yarns and 10 percent elastomeric strands.

24, An athletic sweatband according to claim 16 in-
cluding, | ,
said band comprising a woven fabric consisting of

cotton yarns interwoven with elastomeric strands.
25. An athletic sweatband according to claim 24 in-
cluding,
said woven fabric consisting of 90 percent cotton ;s
varn and 10 percent elastomeric strands.
26. The athletic sweatband according to claim 16
including, | - SR
sald continuous band being formed from a single
piece of material. 3 -
27. 'The athletic sweatband according to claim 16
Including, |
said article container including connected first and
second moisture impervious sides defining at least
one compartment. 25
28. The sweatband according to claim 16 including,
said band having an inner surface positionable against
a portion of the body of a user and an opposite
outer surface, said opening in said band passing
through said outer surface.
29. The athletic sweatband according to claim 28
including, |
- said band having a hollow annular shape, and
sald opening in said band being generally parallel to 35
‘the circumference of said annular shape and posi-
tioned generally in the middle of said outer surface.
30. The athletic sweatband according to claim 16
including, said band having a hollow annular shape.
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31. The athletic sweatband according to claim 16 40

including,
sald compartment having an annular shape and when
said athletic sweatband is worn said compartment
extends generally the entire circumference of the
45

4,462,116

6

portion of the body about which said sweatband is

disposed.

32. The athletic sweatband according to claim 16
including:

said elongated panel being inverted through said
band opening to define said band.

33. An athletic sweatband comprising: |

a continuous band of material disposable about a
portion of the body of the user,

said band having an interior compartment communi-
cable with the exterior of said band through an
opening in said band, -

an article container disposable in said band compart-
ment having at least one opening communicable
with said band opening,

- aplurality of interlocking elements being provided on

opposed sides of said band opening,

said article container being provided with multiple
compartments, each having an opening communi- |
cable with said band opening,

said article container being insertable and removable

from said compartment,

said article container including connected first and
second moisture impervious sides defining at least
one compartment,

said band having an inner surface positionable against
a portion of the body of a user when worn by the
user and an opposite outer surface, said opening in
said band passing through said outer surface, |

said opening in said band being generally parallel to
the circumference of said annular shape and posi-
tioned generally in the middle of said outer surface,

sald band comprising an elongated panel having a
pair of edges partially joined together to provide
said band opening, and a pair of end edges joined
together to provide inner and outer plies defining
sald compartment in which said article container is
disposable, and -

sald compartment having an annular shape and when
said athletic sweatband is worn said compartment -
extends generally the entire circumference of the

- portion of the body about which said sweatband is
disposed.
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