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compariment which houses a removable perfume car-
tridge. The perfume cartridge comprises a cartridge
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piece having an aperture through which fragrance may
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tation of the top piece relative to the cartridge base
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1
PERFUMING MEANS FOR JEWELRY

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This invention pertains to the field of personally
worn ornamental jewelry, and partlcularly to such jew-

elry which is designed to hold a quantlty of perfumed
material.
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The use of essential oils and similar perfumed material

-in earrings, lockets and other items of personal jewelry
'is well known in the art. The advantages of such per-
fumed ornaments are obvious, as they permit the wearer
to position a source of fragrance at provocative bodily
locations without the need to constantly reapply the
perfumed material as it evaporates. However, due to
numerous deficiencies in existing designs, this arrange-
ment has not achieved a level of public acceptance
sufficient to bring it out of the category of a novelty
item.

Presently available perfume carrying ornaments in-
clude earrings containing a wad of cotton which may be
saturated with perfume by the user. The fragrance then
escapes from the perfume saturated cotton to the ambi-
ent atmosphere through a perforated backing or similar
gas permeable material. The disadvantage to this system
is that the wearer is regularly fumbling with bottles of
alcohol based perfume, frequently spilling it on the
varnished wooden tops of dressing tables and thus mar-
ring the finish of the wood. If the user overcomes this
obstacle, he or she invariably ends up with perfume
saturated fingers which must be rinsed off, thus wasting
precious time and costly perfume. More recently, pel-
lets of solid wax-based perfuming agents have been
proposed as a means of solving the problems created by
saturated cotton swabs. However, these pellets must
still be directly handled by the user, and are generally
awkward to insert as they become very slippery as soon
as exposed to the heat of the user’s fingertips.

Another factor which has discouraged widespread
acceptance of perfumed jewelry has been the fact that it
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is not well suited for use with expensive, high quality

perfumes. Presently available designs provide a contin-
uous outpouring of fragrance from the moment the
perfume is inserted until all of it has evaporated. Since it
would be senseless to apply a fresh charge of costly
perfume hours before its intended use, the wearer
would have to carry such perfume in a separate con-
tainer so that the perfume could be added to the orna-
ment at the appropriate time. In addition, the user can-
not charge the ornament with more perfume than will
be needed for one wearing, as the excess could not be
stored for later use. This defeats the most useful aspect
of perfumed jewelry, which is to provide a source of
fragrance on one’s person that need not be constantly
replenished from an external source.

A further hindrance to the popularity of perfumed
jewelry has been the inability of such jewelry to accom-
modate widely varying strengths of fragrance as well as
differences in personal preference for providing a de-
sired fragrance strength. Since the prior art designs do
not contain any means for adjusting the rate at which a
fragrance escapes from the perfumed material, the user
cannot compensate for unusually strong or delicate
fragrances. These ornaments are thus severely limited in
their application, due to the wide range of personal
preferences for a desired level of fragrance strength.

It is therefore an object of this invention to provide
an easily refillable perfumed jewelry ornament in which
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the user may insert a fresh charge of fragrance without
physically contacting the perfumed material.

It is another object of this invention to provide a
perfumed jewelry ornament which can repeatedly store
perfume until ready for use and then readily be con-
verted to emit the fragrance therein. .

It is a further object of this invention to provide a
means for adjusting the relative level of fragrance
strength which is emitted from an article of jewelry.
It is yet another object of this invention to provide
the above objects in a compact, economical and easy to
use structure. |

It is feature of this invention that perfume is perma-
nently stored in a discreet disposable cartridge adapted
for placement in an article of jewelry.

It is another feature of the invention that the escape of
fragrance from an article of jewelry can be turned onor
off to conserve the perfumed material therein.

It is a further feature of this invention that the rate of
escape of a fragrance from perfumed material in an
article of jewelry can be adjusted to provide a range of

fragrance strengths suitable to the chosen perfume and
to the wearer’s taste.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 11is a plan view of an earring structure in accor-
dance with the present invention;

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of a perfume cartridge
adapted for insertion in the earring structure of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a cross-sectional view of the earring struc-
ture of FIG. 1 with the perfume cartridge inserted
therein, taken along section lines 5—38 of FIGS. 1 and 2.

FIG. 4 is a plan view of the earring cartridge of FIG.
2, taken along its cylindrical axis, with its top piece
removed to show the interior of the cartridge; and

FIG. 5 is an elevational view of the top piece of the
perfume cartridge of FIG. 2.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

Referring now to FIGS. 1, 2 and 3, there is shown an
illustrative apparatus, which embodies the objects and
features of the present invention. An ornamental casing
is provided in the form of an earring structure 100,
comprising a decorative dome-shaped facing 102 and a
backplate 104 which is movable into and out of closed
relation with the facing 102,

As seen in FIG. 1, facing 102 and backplate 104 are
connected by a hinge 106 or other suitable connector
which permits the backplate 104 to be swung away
from the facing 102, exposing the interior compartment
108 therein. The embodiment shown uses a filigreed
backing 110 to permit the escape of fragrance contained
in the compartment 108 to the ambient atmosphere.
Cooperatwe fastening means such as tab 112 and receiv-
ing notch 114 are prowded to firmly hold the facing 102
and backplate 104 in closed relation when the earring
structure 100 is in use. A spring loaded clamp and post
116, or any of various other fastening arrangements well
known in the art, are attached to backplate 104 as seen
in FIG. 3, to provide attachment of the earring struc-
ture 100 to the wearer’s earlobe. \

FIGS. 2 and 3 illustrate a perfume cartridge 118,
which is specially adapted for storing a perfumed mate-
rial 120 and dispensing its fragrance into the atmosphere
at varying rates of escape. The cartridge 118 is a two-
piece unit comprising a cylindrical one piece container
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or base 122 as seen in FIGS. 2 and 4 and a substantially
disc-shaped top piece 124 as seen in FIGS. 2, 3 and J.

The cartridge may be formed of any suitable material

which is impervious to the fragrance of the perfumed
material to be contained, as is well known in the art.
Base 122 is formed with an inner ridge 126 disposed
about the periphery of a c-shaped depression 139 and
co-planar with the top surface of a plateau section 128
to provide continuous support for the periphery of
disc-shaped top piece 124 which is mounted thereon, as
seen in FIGS. 3 and 4. FIG. 4 also shows the preferred
circular arrangement of the interior of base 122, formed
by C-shaped depression 139 abutting the substantially
pie-segment shaped plateau section 128. In the center of
base 122 is a substantially columnar projection 130 with
a tapered cavity 132 extending down the center of the
column. When the top piece 124 is joined with base 122,
tapered cavity 132 houses a correspondingly tapered
boss 134 which is integral with top piece 124 and defines
its axis of rotation. A raised bar 136 is diametrically
disposed across the upper surface of the top piece 124 to
aid in the rotation of the top piece relative to the base
122 of cartridge 118. This rotation of top piece 124
changes the overlapping relationship of aperture 138
and plateau section 128, thereby effectively changing
the aperture’s size with respect to the perfumed material
120 located in depression 139.

In a preferred embodiment of the invention, per-
fumed material 120 comprises a wax-based material
which is solid at room temperature. It is loaded in car-
tridge 118 by heating the material until it becomes liq-
uid, pouring this molten liquid into depression 139 in the
‘base 122 of the cartridge, and allowing the material to
solidify. Top piece 124 is then mounted on base 122,
thereby encasing the perfumed material 120 1n the car-
tridge 118, eliminating the possibility of spillage. As the
material evaporates and exits the cartridge 118 through
aperture 138, depression 139 gradually empties, but the
unevaporated perfumed material 120 remains affixed to
the walls of depression 139. While the invention may be
practiced in other forms, the use of a removable car-
tridge with solid perfume encased therein provides both
a convenient device for interchanging various fra-
grances in the same article of jewelry and a highly
effective marketing package in which to sell perfume.

In operation, the wearer opens the backplate 104 of
the earring structure 100 and mounts or inserts a per-
fume cartridge having a desired fragrance in compart-
ment 108. If the user does not immediately want to use
the perfume, the setting of aperture 138 is maintained in
the closed position, with the aperture 138 located di-
rectly over plateau section 128 to block the escape of
fragrance from cartridge 118. The wearer then closes
the backplate 104, snaps together fastening means 112
and 114, and attaches the earring to an earlobe for deco-
rative display. When an occasion arises for using the
perfume 120, as at the end of a business day, the wearer
removes the earring structure 100, opens backplate 104
and rotates top piece 124 via raised bar 136 to move the
aperture 138 wholly or partially over depression 139
containing perfumed material 120. As seen in FIG. 2,
the aperture setting may be chosen so that part of the
aperture 138 is over plateau section 128 and the rest of
the aperture is over depression 139. By changing the
aperture setting to cover more or less of the plateau
section 128, the wearer may adjust the rate at which
fragrance escapes from perfumed material 120 in the
cartridge, thus providing a wide range of fragrance
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strengths to compensate for the strength of the perfume
being used and to suit the wearer’s individual taste. The
tapered fit of boss 134 and cavity 132 provides a fric-
tional interface between top piece 124 and base 122
which prevents the selected aperture setting from
changing when the earring is in place. After making the
desired setting of aperture 138, the wearer closes back-
plate 104, attaches the earring to the earlobe as before,
and then forgets about fragrance for the rest of the
evening, leaving time for more important affairs. At
nights end the wearer removes the earring, opens the
backplate and resets the aperture 138 over plateau sec-
tion 128 to again block the escape of fragrance and thus
preserve the remaining perfumed material 120 left in
cartridge 118.

It should be noted that cartridge 118 may be changed
several times during the course of a day to achieve a
variety of different fragrances suited to the moods and
occasions of the day, or may be stored in the earring
indefinitely and only used when desired. The advantage
of the cartridge arrangement in the first case lies in the
provision of compact, independent storage units for
various fragrances which may be carried in a handbag
or pocket and interchanged in an earring or like jewelry
without the bulk and inconvenience of traditional per-
fume storing containers. The second case provides the
wearer with a continually available source of fragrance
which does not need to be constantly recharged due to
the evaporation of perfume during times when the fra-
grance is not desired.

While the above-described embodiments disclose an
earring structure 100 as the preferred form of ornamen-
tal casing, it will be appreciated that the invention may
be practiced with any ornamental casing adapted for
wear as personal jewelry. For example a pendant, finger
ring, necklace or hairpiece may be provided with means
for retaining a perfumed material or perfume cartridge,
and a means for varying the rate of escape of fragrance.
The respective jewelry casing may be worn either di-
rectly on the wearer’s body, or indirectly as by the use
of a chain, belt or the like. Furthermore, the means for
retaining perfumed material need not be a hidden com-
partment in the casing, such as compartment 108 dis-
cussed above. Instead, an exposed area on the casing
may be provided with prongs or other suitable fasteners
for receiving and holding a decorative perfume car-
tridge. |

It should thus be apparent that these and other
changes and modifications in the specifically described
embodiments can be carried out without departing from
the scope and spirit of the invention, which is intended
to be limited only by the scope of the accompanying
claims. "

What is claimed is:

1. An earring comprising:

an ornamental casing having means for attaching the
earring to a wearer’s earlobe, and retaining means
for removably retaining a cartridge;

a cartridge disposed in said retaining means and hav-
ing a solid perfumed material encased therein, said
cartridge having an adjustable opening for selec-
tively exposing said perfumed material to the ambi-
ent, which is substantially impervious to the fra-
grance of said perfumed material when said open-
ing 1s shut; |

said cartridge further including a one-piece base hav-

 ing a depression containing said solid perfumed
material, said depression being capable of retaining
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said perfumed material in its molten state, and a top
piece adjustably mounted on said base so as to
cover said depression when placed in a closed posi-
tion and to expose said perfumed material in said
depression to the ambient when placed in an open >
position;

said base being cylindrically shaped, the interior of
said cylinder defining a circular arrangement as
seen in a plan view along the axis of the cylinder,
formed by a C-shaped depression abutting a sub-
stantially pie-segment-shaped plateau; and

said top piece comprising a circular disc rotatably
mounted over said circular arrangement, have an
eccentric aperture for exposing said perfumed ma- 15
terial to the ambient when said aperture is rotated
to a position overlying said depression.

2. An earring as in claim 1, wherein said plateau has

a top surface disposed in a plane perpendicular to said

10

cylindrical axis, and said circular disc is mounted flush 20

with said top surface, said base further including an
inner ridge disposed about the periphery of said C-
shaped depression and co-planar with the top surface of
said plateau, said plateau and ridge cooperatively pro-
viding continuous support to the periphery of said cir-
cular disc in any rotational position.

3. An earring as in claim 2, wherein said base has an
axial cavity and said top piece has a centrally disposed
tapered boss for mating with said axial cavity, at least
one of said cavity and boss bemg tapered to provide a
frictional fit between said top piece and base.

4. An earrlng as in claim 3, wherein said top plece
further comprises a raised bar diametrically disposed on
said circular disc for facilitating rotation of said top 3s
piece relative to said base. |

S. A cartrldge for holdmg and dispensing perfume,
comprising;:
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a one-piece base having a depression containing a
solid perfumed material, said depression belng ca-
pable of retaining said perfumed material in its
molten state;

a top piece adjustably mounted on said base so as to
cover satd depression when placed in a closed posi-
tion and to expose said perfumed material in said
depression to the ambient when placed in an open
posttion;

said base being cylindrically shaped, the interior of
said cylinder defining a circular arrangement, as
seen in a plan view along the axis of the cylinder,
formed by a C-shaped depression abutting a sub-
stantially pie-segment-shaped plateau; and

said top piece comprising a circular disc rotatably
mounted over said circular arrangement, having an
eccentric aperture for exposing said perfumed ma-
terial to the ambient when said aperture is rotated
to a position overlying said depression.

6. A cartridge as in claim 5, wherein said plateau has

a top surface disposed in a plane perpendicular to said
cylindrical axis, and said circular disc is mounted flush
with said top surface, said base further including an
inner ridge disposed about the periphery of said C-
shaped depression and co-planar with the top surface of
said plateau, said plateau and ridge cooperatively pro-
viding continuous support to the periphery of said cir-
cular disc in any rotational position.

7. A cartridge as in claim 6, wherein said base has an

axial cavity and said top piece has a centrally disposed

tapered boss for mating with said axial cavity, at least
one of said cavity and boss being tapered to provide a
frictional fit between said top piece and base.

8. An earring as in claim 7, wherein said top piece
further comprises a raised bar diametrically disposed on
said circular disc for facilitating rotation of said top

piece relative to said base.
- *x * % % X
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