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157] ABSTRACT

A license plate holder at the rear panel of a vehicle
includes a plate holder member which affords a first flat
surface portion and contiguous thereto a pair of second
flat surface portions. The license plate is mounted on
the first surface portion, and illuminating lamps for the
license plate are mounted on the second surface por-
tions. Standardized lamps having flat bottom surfaces
are used as the illuminating lamps regardless of the
shape of the rear panel, eliminating preparation of vari-
ous types of the lamps.

4 Claims, 6 Drawing Figures
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1 .
LICENSE PLATE HOLDER

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention:

‘The present invention relates to a license plate holder
at the rear panel of a vehicle body. |

2. Description of the Prior Art:

Generally, a rear panel of the vehicle body is formed
as a curved or stepped surface on which a license plate
and 1llumination lamps therefor are separately mounted.
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Thus, the license plate cannot be mounted directly on

the rear panel in a stable manner. As shown in FIGS. 1

and 2, it has been a conventional practice to secure on
the rear panel 3 of the vehicle body 1 a suitable holder
2 in the form of brackets or the like to define a plane on
which the license plate is mounted. A pair of lamps 4 for
illuminating the license plate are disposed on both sides
of the license plate, and mounted directly on the rear

~panel 3. To this end, the lamps 4 must be so molded as

to provide a bottom surface which conforms with the

curved or stepped surface of the rear panel. Conse-

quently, a number of types of illuminating lamps must

be prepared for various kinds of vehicles having differ-

-ent shapes or curvatures at the rear panel, which is
disadvantageous from the viewpoint of parts stock con-
trol and manufacturing cost. | |

 SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION
Accordingly, it is a primary object of the present
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DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT |

Referring now to FIGS. 3 to 6, there is shown a
license plate holder according to one preferred embodi-
ment of the present invention, which comprises a plate
holder member 10 made, for example, of plastics mate-
rial. The plate holder member 10 provides a first surface
portion 11 centrally thereof, and a pair of second sur-
face portions 12, 12’ on both sides of the first surface
portion 11. The first surface portion 11 is flat and is to
mount thereon a license plate shown by the phantom
line in FIG. 3. The second surface portions 12 are also

flat, and serve to mount illuminating lamps 16, 16’ in the

manner to be explained hereinafter. The plate holder
member 10 has side walls 13, 13’ which are formed with

“cutout portions 14, 14’ so as to conform with a curved

~ or stepped surface of the rear panel 15.
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invention to provide an improved license plate holder

lamps. | L I
Another object of the present invention is to provide

‘which permits utilization of standardized illuminating

- a license plate holder which suitably forms a subassem-

- bly to facilitate assembling works of the license plate
holder and the illuminating lamps. S

35

With these and other objects in view, the license plate

holder according to the present invention comprises a
plate holder member which affords a flat first surface
portion to which the license plate is secured, and a pair
of flat second surface portions which are contiguous

with the first surface portion and on which illuminating

~ lamps for the license plate are respectively mounted,
~ and means to mount the plate holder member on the
rear panel of a vehicle. - |

The present invention will now be explained in detail

'by referring to one preferred embodiment shown in
- FIGS. 3 to 6. o -

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS
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FIG. 1is a perspective view showing the rear portion

~of a vehicle including a conventional license

ing means mentioned hereinbefore; |
- FIG. 2 is a perspective view in an enlarged scale

showing the detail of the conventional arrangement
- shown at B in FIG. 1; N |

- FIG. 3 is a perspective view of the license plate

“holder according to one preferred embodiment of the
- present invention: - | | |
~ FIG. 4 is a perspective view of the rear side of the
~ holder shown in FIG. 3; - -

- FIG. 3 is a sectional view taken along the line A—A
in FIG. 4; and |

plate hold-

- FIG. 6 is a perspective view showing the rear portion -

- of a vehicle equipped with the holder shown in FIGS.
3 toS. - | | S
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As shown in FIGS. 3, 4 and 6, the first surface portion
11 1s formed with a relatively wide opening 17 which is
normally covered by the license plate and which facili-
tates connecting operation between a connector of a
harness 18 of the illuminating lamps 16, 16’ and a con-
nector of a harness which is drawn out of the vehicle
body. Those connectors are not shown in the drawings.
- The plate holder member 10 on its rear surface is

‘provided with two pairs of projections 19, 19’ and 23,

23’ which are aligned along the upper edge of the rear
surface. The center side projections 19, 19' are formed
with through bores 20, 20’ which receive bolts for se-
curing the license plate onto the first surface portion 11.
The projections 23, 23’ are located adjacent to the upper
corner of the rear surface, and formed with through
bores 24, 24’ which receive bolts 25, 2§’ fixedly secured
to the lamps 16, 16’. Those bolts 25, 25’ are fitted with

- spacers 26 (FIG. 5) having a predetermined thickness,

which are positioned between the end surface of the

_projections 23, 23’ and the rear panel 15, and serve to

mount the license plate holder on the rear panel by

means of nuts 27 at the inner surface of the rear panel |

15. . o | -
Furthermore, the plate holder member 10 on its rear
surface is provided with a pair of projections 21, 21’
which are positioned substantially below the projec-
tions 19, 19' adjacent to the lower edge of the rear sur-
face. The projections 21, 21’ are formed with through
bores 22, 22’ for receiving bolts which too serve to

mount the license plate holder onto the rear panel 15.

By suitably selecting the thickness of spacers to be posi-
tioned between the end surface of the projections 21, 21°
and the rear panel 15, the angle of the license plate with
respect to a horizontal plane can be adjusted to comply
with domestic legislations, if any, without forming a
space between the upper edge of the plate holder mem-
ber 10 and the rear panel 15. Thus, such an adjustment
never affects the appearance. The plate holder member
10 is formed with a pair of holes 28, 28’ positioned sub-
stantially below the projections 23, 23', so as to pass the
harness 18 connected to the lamps 16, 16'. -
The lamps 16, 16’ may be fixedly secured to the plate
holder member 10 in advance, to form a subassembly,
by means of adhesive substance or nuts threaded on the
bolts 25, 25". In the latter case; the projections 23, 23’
may be eliminated. - | .
It will be appreciated from the foregoing that the
license plate holder according to the present invention
provides first and second flat surface portions on which

the license plate and the illuminating lamps therefor are
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respectively mounted. Thus, a standardized lamp hav-
ing a flat bottom surface can be used even when the rear
panel of the vehicle body is curved or stepped, thus
eliminating preparation of various types of lamps. The
plate holder member having a flat first surface portion

to which the license plate is secured and a pair of flat

panel. By this, the number of assembling steps can be
‘reduced and the assembling operation is markedly facili-

tated |

What is claimed is:

1. A license_plate holder for mounting the license
body on a rear hody panel of a vehicle, comprising a
‘plate holder member havmg a flat first surface portlonto
‘which the license plate is secured and a pair of flat
second surface portions which are contiguous with the
first surface portion and on which illuminating lamps
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for the license plate are respectively mounted, and

means to mount the plate holder member directly on the
rear body panel, wherein the plate holder member in-
cludes an upper edge which contacts the rear panel, said
mountmg means ‘including projections formed on the
rear side of the plate holder member and replaceable
spacers positioned between the projections and the rear
panel, whereby the angle of the license plate.can be
adjusted with respect to a horizontal plane by. selectmg
| ,the thickness of the spacers. -
2 A license plate holder for mounting the hcense
plate on a rear body panel of a vehicle, comprising a
plate holder member having a flat first surface portion
to which the license plate is secured and a pair of flat
second surface portions which are contiguous with the
first surface portion and on which illummating lamps
for the license plate are respectively mounted, and
~ means to mount the plate holder member directly on the
rear body panel wherein said first surface. portmn 1S
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formed with a relatively wide opening which permits an
access to connectors of harness for the illuminating
lamps, and which 1s normally covered by the license

plate.

3. A license plate holder for mountlng the license

plate on a rear panel of a vehicle, comprising a plate
holder member which affords a flat first surface portion
to which the license plate is secured, and a pair of flat

second surface portions which are contiguous with the
first surface portion and on which illuminating lamps
for the license plate are respectively mounted, and
means to mount the plate holder member on the rear

panel, the plate holder member and the illuminating
‘lamps forming a

subassembly, and wherein said first
surface portion is formed with a relatively wide first
opening which permits an access to connectors of har-
ness for the illuminating lamps, and which is normally
covered by the license plate, and said second surface
portions are each formed with a second opening for
passing therethrough the harness connected between

- the connectors and the illuminating lamps.

4. A license plate holder for mounting the license
plate ‘on a rear‘body panel of a vehicle, comprising a
plate holder member having a flat first surface portion
to which the license plate is secured and a pair of flat

“second surface portions which are contiguous with the
first surface portion and on which illuminating lamps

for the license plate are respectively mounted, and
means to mount the plate holder member directly on the
rear body panel, wherein the mounting means com-
prises connectors attached to the illuminating -lamps
which are configured to ‘project through openings

formed in the second surface portions and to be detach-

ably connected to the rear panel.
: RV S R A B
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