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[57) ABSTRACT

A control system for use in textile processing equipment
including a card and a chute feed delivering a batt of
fiber thereto. The operating speed of the card is sensed
to generate a signal that is used to drive the motor for
the oscillating densification plate and the feed roll of the
chute feed at speeds having a predetermined ratio of the
operating speed of the card. The weight of the batt
formed by the chute feed is sensed and a signal 1s gener-
ated in proportion to the sensed weight, and this signal
is used to override the primary drive for the oscillating
plate and thereby vary the ratio between the operating
speed of the card and speed of oscillation of the plate.
The chute feed includes a device for sensing the level of
accumulated fiber in the chute feed, and this device
generates a signal that is utilized to override the primary
drive for the feed roll of the chute feed and thereby
vary the ratio between the operating speed of the card
and the speed of such feed roll. In another embodiment,
the “on-off”’ operating condition of the card Is sensed,
and the feed roll and oscillating plate are operated at a
predetermined speed in response to the “on” condition
of the card being sensed. The signal generated by the
batt-weight sensing means is then used to vary the pre-
determined speeds of the feed roll and the oscillating

plate.

16 Claims, 5 Drawing Figures
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CONTROL SYSTEM FOR FIBER PROCESSING
APPARATUS

RELATION TO OTHER APPLICATIONS 5

This is a continuation-in-part application of U.S. pa-
tent application Ser. No. 255,109, filed Apr. 17, 1981,
and now abandoned.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 10

Textile carding systems generally include a fiber
feeding device, such as a chute feed, which accumulates
a quantity of fiber and forms such fiber into a batt that
is delivered to a card which separates the fibers into
their individual elements, cleans the fiber, and forms the 15
fiber into a sliver for use in the next step in the textile
processing of the fiber. The card includes three basic
components, namely an input feed roller which receives
the aforesaid batt, a main carding cylinder which works
the fiber, and a doffer which removes the fiber from the 2¢
main cylinder and delivers the fiber through a trumpet
or the like in sliver form. Traditionally, the doffer and
the input feed roller were driven together through a
mechanical driver arrangement that assured a constant
speed ratio between the input feed roller and the doffer. 25

However, in an effort to improve sliver uniformity
and reduce yarn count variation caused by insufficient
control of the batt delivered to the card, autoleveling
has largely replaced the aforesaid traditional direct,
mechanical drive between the doffer and the input feed 30
roller. Autoleveling may take a variety of forms, but it
typically includes a variable speed transmission, such as
an electrical drive system which results in the doffer
and the input feed roller being driven at a predeter-
mined speed ratio, and which also permits this ratio to 35
be varied in response to variations in the density of the
sliver leaving the doffer so as to provide a more uniform
sliver. -

The advantages of autoleveling are well known in the
trade insofar as improved sliver characteristics are con- 40
cerned, but known autoleveling systems nevertheless
have some recognized disadvantages. For example, 1n
autoleveling systems which sense the density of the
sliver leaving the trumpet and then adjusts the speed of
the input feed roll, it is apparent that the compensating 45
effect caused by adjusting the input feed roll is imposed
at one end of the card in response to a sensed density
variation occurring at the other end of the card. As a
result, the correcting speed change imposed on the
input feed roll will have no compensating effect on the 50
substantial length (e.g. 100 yards) of fiber which is being
processed between the ends thereof by the main cylin-
der so that density variations in this intermediate length
of fiber will not be corrected before such fiber leaves
the card. Likewise, because the density sensing occurs 55
at a location substantially downstream of the point
where the compensating speed change is made, it may
well be that the density variation at the sensing Jocation
will have already been partially or fully corrected in the
fiber at the input feed roll when that portion of the 60
sensed fiber reaches the trumpet so that the compensat-
ing speed change may cause an undesirable change in
the density of the fiber rather than a correcting change.

Additionally, most conventional autoleveler equip-
ment utilizes an air stream to sense the density of the 65
sliver, but the fineness of the fiber in the sliver may
cause variation in the air flow therethrough which are
not directly attributable to fiber density, and this flow

2

variation may adversely affect the accuracy of the sens-
ing apparatus which, in turn, may adversely affect the
compensating speed change imposed on the input feed
roll of the card. Moreover, the use of air has inherent
drawbacks, such as dirt entrained in the air stream and
the fact that the humidity of the air may affect the accu-
racy of the density sensing apparatus, and it is therefore
usually necessary to provide relatively expensive equip-
ment to insure that the air is dry and clean as well as to
provide relatively frequent maintenance for such equip-
ment.

Another known method of autoleveling is described
in Krull U.S. Pat. No. 4,206,823 and provides an ar-
rangement for feeding the batt through a pair of com-
pressor rolls as it leaves the fiber feeding apparatus and
then weighing the batt by a sensitive load beam trans-
ducer that provides a signal which is processed through
a central processing unit to regulate the speed of the
feed rolls of the card and the compressor rolls. How-
ever, the speed change imposed on the feed rolls of the
card also changes the proportional speed relatively
between the doffer roll of the card and the feed rolls,
whereby there may be an undesirable and adverse effect
on the parallelization and drafting of the fiber during
the carding of such fiber.

Finally, it is also known that more effective control of
the batt leaving the fiber feeding apparatus may be
obtained by controlling the operation of the opening
roller in the fiber feeding apparatus in response to the
level of the fiber accumulated in the fiber feeding appa-
ratus. The opening roller is directly driven by a motor,
and an electric eye is used to sense the level of the
accumulated fiber and generate a signal which is ap-
plied to either vary the speed of or start and stop, the
opening roller motor whereby more or less fiber is fed
into the fiber feeding apparatus. In apparatus of this
type, the opening roller motor is operated entirely inde-
pendently of the card, and variations in the card speed
(e.g. slow speed during start up, or the on-off condition
of the card) may not reflect in the operation of the
opening roll of the fiber feeding apparatus so that the

density of the batt leaving the fiber feeding apparatus
may not be attuned to the operation of the card to

which the batt is delivered.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The control system of the present invention includes
fiber feeding apparatus for delivering a batt of fiber to a
card, such fiber feeding apparatus being provided with
an oscillating plate which acts on the accumulated fiber
therein to densify such fiber, and signal generating
means is provided for sensing a function of the quantity
of fiber in the batt delivered to the card, preferably the
weight of such batt, and for generating a signal that 1s
proportional to such sensed quantity of fiber. This sig-
nal is received by control means which varies the speed
of oscillating movement of the aforesaid plate in a pre-
determined ratio to the quantity of fiber sensed by the
signal generating means.

In one embodiment, of the present invention, the
oscillating plate is driven by a motor, such motor being
driven by a first control means in a predetermined ratio
to the operating speed of the card, and the signal gener-
ated in response to the sensed quantity of fiber in the
batt is utilized in a second control means which over-
rides the first control means to change the speed of the
oscillating plate motor and thereby vary the ratio be-
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tween the operating speed of the card and the speed of
the oscillating plalc motor.

Additionally, the fiber feeding apparatus of the pres-
ent invention is provided with a rotating opening feed
roll that delivers fiber 10 a column in which the fiber is 5
densified, and this opening feed roll is also directly
driven at a speed having a predetermined ratio (o the
operating speed of the card. The fiter feeding apparatus
is also provided with mecany, such as a photoclectnic
cell, for sensing the level of the accumulated fiber in the
fiver feeding apparatus and for gencrating a signial in
response to predetermined changes in such level, and
this signal is utilized in a control system to selectively
override the direct drive between the card and the
opening feed roller to change the speed of the latter and 15
thereby vary the ratio between the operating speed of
the card and the speed of the opening feed roll.

Thus, in the foregoing embodiment of the present
invention, the oscillating plate and the opening feed roll
of the fiber feeding apparatus are driven directly in
response 10 Lthe operating speed of the card sa that the
batt delivered to the card by the fiber feeding apparatus
is controlled by the opcrating speed of the card. More-
over, the weight of the butl being delivered to the card
is sensed and a signal is generated to reflect variations in
such weight. This signal is used to override the direct
drive between the card and the oscillating plate of the
fiber feeding appatatus and to vary the speed of the
latter clements $0 as to change the density of the batt in
response to sensed variations thereof before the batt is
delivered (o the card.

In a further embodiment of the present invention, the
operating speed of the card may be sensed only in terms
of whether the cand in “on™ (e.g. operating) or “ofl”
(e.z. not operating). In this embodiment, a first signal is
generated when the card is on and this signal is utilized
to actuate the motors for the oscillating plate and for the
opening feed roll of the fiber fceding apparatus al 2
predetermined operating speed, and the aforcsaid signal
genceated in response to the sensed quantity of fiber in 40
the batl is utilized to vary the operating speed of such
motars and the oscillating plate and opening foed roll
driven thercby. When the card is not operating, & sec-
ond signal is generaled which stops the operation of the
motors for the opening feed roll and the oscillating 45
plate.
it will be appercnt that any variations in the density
of the batt being delivered to the card are corrected
almost immediately by varying the operation of the
fiber feeding apparatus which is forming the batt, and 50
this immediate correction provides substantially im-
proved results as compared with conventional autolev-
eling where the operation of the card, rather than the
fiber feeding apparatus, is varied in response {0 sensed
density variations in the batt.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a general layout view illusteating the rela-
tive positions of a fiber feeding apparaius and a card,

FIG. 2 is a diagrammatic sidc
typical fiber feeding apparatus utilized in conjunction
with the present invention;

FIG. 3 is & schematic view
the present invention;
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of one contsol system of

FIG. 4 is a chart illustrating the control fcatures of 65 of the guantty

the present invention; and
£1G. 5 is a schematic view of an alternate control
system of the present invendion.

$$ when such fiber level is beneath the

clevational view of 60 ond

4
DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

Looking now in greater dewil at the accompanying,
deawings, PIG. 1 iilustraicy a conventionsl layout of
equipment associated with the cardling of hibers includ-
ing a fiber feeding device such as a chute feed 10 which,

as will be cxplained in greater detail below, receives

{tbec and forns it into a batt, and a conventional card 12
that receives the batt from the chute {ced 10 and pro-
cesses the fiber 1o form a sliver 14 that is fed to a sliver
can 16, the card 12 including a maia cylinder 18 and a
dofTer 20 as shown in FIG. 1.

The chuole feed 10 is shown diagrammatically in
greater detail in FIG. 2, and is essentially of the same
consteuction as the apparatus described in commoniy
owned copending U.S. patent application Ser. No.
307,394, filed Nov. 17, 1980, by Alex J. Keller and
Akiva Pinto. now abandoned, to which reference may
be made for a detaited description of the construction
and opcration of the chute feed 10. For purposes of
undersianding the preseat invention, it is only necessary
to summarize the operation of the chute feed 10, as
follows.

The chute feed 1 includes an inlet duct 22 through
which fiber from a source (not showa) is delivered in an
air stream to & foed rolier 24 rolated by a motor 26. The
feed roller 24 delivers the fiber 10 an opening roller 28
ratated by a motor 29 to open the fiber and deliver the
fiber to a vertical column in the form of 4 substantislly
enclosed chute 30. The chute 30 includes a fixed wal
32, and an opposite wall that is made up of a fixed walf
poction 34 having perforations 36 formed therein and a
movable wall portion or plate 38 that is pivored at the
upper cad thereof for oscillating movement 10ward and
away feom 1he fixed wall 32, such oscillating movement
being oblzined by a drive motor 40 and arn eoccentric
linkagc 42 connecied to the bottom end of the osciliat-
ing plate 38. It will beapparent that as the fiber accumu-
tates in the column or chate 30, (he oxcillation of the
platc 38 will aci, together with the fixed wall 32, 1o
densify the fiber therebetween, snd (hat this densifica.
tion will be increased or decreascd as the spred of oscil-
fation of the plate 38 increases and docreases, vespec-
tively. A pair of delivery rollers 44 and 46 arc disposed
sl the bottom of the chute 30 to defiver fiber from the
chute 30 in the form of & baet 48 10 the card 12 shownn
F1G. 1.

The chute fecd 10 also includes a photoelectric cell or
electric eye 50 that is associaled with the chute 30 at &
jocation near {hc upper end thereof, The photoclectric
cell 30 operates in a conventional manncr (o generaie 4
signal when the level of the fiber is intcrposed in the
straight line path of he electric eye, and another signal
level of the clectac
eye 50. Thus, in effect, the clecinic eye 50 generates &
first signal indicating that the Gber level is at or above &
predetermined fevel in the chute 30 a3 determined by
the location of the electric eye 50, antl generalcs » sec-
signal indicating that the fiber level is below such
predeteemined level. These signals are utifized 10 con-
trol the operation of the feed rofler 24 in a manner 10 be
explained in greater detail below.

In accordance with the presemt invention, 8 funciion
of the fiber in the batr 48 leaving the
chute focd 10 is sensed before such bati 48 is received by
the card 12. In the preferred cmbodipent of the present
invention, the weight of a predetermined portion of
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such batt 48 is sensed as shown diagrammatically in
FIG. 2 where the batt 48 is shown as moving across a
pivoted surface 52 to which is connected a conventional
strain gauge 54 which acts to generate a signal that is
proportional to the weight of the batt 48 being sensed.
Because the weight of the batt 48 is a function of the
quantity of fiber in the batt, this signal generated by the
strain gauge 54, generally reflects not only the weight
of the batt 48 but also the quantity of fiber contained in
such batt and the density of the batt, and it 18 to be
expressly understood that the weight and density of the
batt 48 are both functions of the quantity of fibers con-
tained therein so that either the weight or density of the
batt 48 could be sensed in generating a signal utilized in
the control system of the present invention.

As discussed above, most conventional autolevelers
include an electronic drive by which the speed of the
doffer of the card and the card input feed rollers are
driven together at a predetermined speed ratio, such
ratio being adjusted by the signal generated in response
to the sensing of the density of the sliver leaving the
card. A typical electronic drive of this type includes a
conventional digital pick-up which senses the speed of
rotation of the doffer gear, and the signal generated by
this digital pickup is utilized to control the speed of the
card input feed rollers in proportion to the speed of the
doffer gear.

As tllustrated diagrammatically in FIG. 3, one em-
bodiment of the control system of the present invention
also includes a conventional digital pick-up 56 which
senses the speed of the doffer gear 58 of the card 12 and
generates a signal that reflects the operating speed of
the card 12. This signal is utilized to drive the input feed
roll of the card in the same manner as in conventional
cards, but in the present invention this signal is also
transmitted simultaneously to a first integrator circuit
60 and a second integrator circuit 62 as indicated by
lead lines 64 and 64’ in FIG. 3, such integration circuits
being entirely conventional electronic circuits which
function to integrate two separate input signals and
produce a single output signal having a predetermined
relationship to the input signals.

The first integrator 60, in addition to receiving a
signal from the digital pick-up 56, also receives a signal
through lead line 66 from the above-described elec-
tronic strain gauge 54 located at the outlet end of the
chute feed 10, and the output signal from the first inte-
grate 60 is transmitted through lead line 68 to a motor
control 70 which regulate the speed of the drive motor
40 that oscillates the plate 38 (see FIG. 2) in the chute
feed 10. The control circuit through the first integrator
60 acts to sense the operating speed of the card through
the digital pickup 56 and to then act as a primary drive
for the motor 40 so as to operate the motor 40 at a speed
having a predetermined ratio to the speed of the card
whereby as the speed of the card increases to generate
a greater demand for fiber the speed of the oscillation of
the plate 38 is proportionally increased to provide the
desired densification of the increased quantity of fiber
flowing through the chute feed 10. Additionally, the
control circuit through integrate 60 acts to selectively
override the primary and proportional drive of the
motor 40 by varying the ratio between the card speed
and the speed of the motor 40 in response to variations
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in the weight of the fiber in batt 48 as sensed by the 65

strain gauge 54. More specifically, as the speed of the
card 12 changes, the oscillating speed of the plate 38
will be changed proportionally, and the ratio between
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these speeds will remain constant until an overnding
signal is received from strain gauge 54. This overriding
signal will act to vary slightly the speed ratio between
the card 12 and movable wall portion 38 to cause a
slight relative increase in the speed of the movable wall
portion 38 when the sensed weight of the batt 48 is
below a predetermined norm, and to cause a slight rela-
tive decrease in the oscillating speed of the plate 38
when the sensed weight of the batt 48 is above such
norm.

The effect of this relationship 1s shown graphically in
the top and bottom lines in FIG. 4. The solid line A at
the top of FIG. 4 represents the speed of the card 12 as
determined by sensing the speed of the doffer gear 38, 1t

-being noted that in normal operation the card 12 starts

at zero speed and first accelerates to a “slow” speed
indicated by segment a’ of line A while the operator
puts up the end of the fiber, and then accelerates to the
normal operating speed of the card indicated by seg-
ment a’”’ of line A. The solid line B in FIG. 4 represents
the primary proportional speed at which the plate 38 1s
oscillated by its motor 40, it being noted that this oscil-
lating speed has a predetermined ratio to the card speed
as indicated by the fact that lines A and B are parallel.
Additionally, the override imposed on the oscillating
speed of the plate 38 by the signal from the strain gauge
54 is represented in FIG. 4 by the dotted line O, it being
noted that this speed override follows an unpredicable
pattern on both sides of line B as the sensed weight of
the batt 48 varies above and below the aforesaid prede-
termined norm.

Turning to the control circuit through the second
integrator 62 in FIG. 3, the signal from the digital pick-
up 56 is transmitted through lead line 64’ to the second
integrator 62. Additionally, the above-described signal
from the photoelectric cell 50 is transmitted through
lead line 72 to an accelerator/decelerator circuit 74
which senses this signal and, depending upon whether
the level of the fiber in the chute 30 is above or below
the level of the photoelectric cell 50, generates etther an
“accelerating” or “decelerating” overriding signal that
is transmitted through line 76 to the second integrator
62. The second integrator produces an integrated out-
put signal in the same manner as that described above in
connection with the first integrator 60, and this output
signal is transmitted through line 76 to a motor control
78 which regulates the speed of the drive motor 26 for
the feed roller 24 (see FIG. 2) of the chute feed 10. The
signal received from the digital pick-up 56 is utilized as
the primary signal for operating the feed roll motor 26
at a speed having a predetermined ratio to the speed of
the card 12 as sensed by the digital pick-up 56 whereby
the speed of the feed roll 24, and the quantity of fiber
delivered thereby to the chute 30, will increase and
decrease proportionally as the speed of the operating
card 12 increases and decreases. Additionally, the con-
trol circuit through the second integrator 62 acts to
selectively override the primary and proportional drive
of the feed roll motor 26 by varying the ratio between
the card speed and feed roll speed in response to varia-
tions in the level of the fiber in the chute 30 as sensed by
the photoelectric cell 50. More specifically, if the sensed
fiber level i1s below the predetermined norm, the ac-
celerator/decelerator circuit 74 will generate an “accel-
erating” signal that is transmitted to the second integra-
tor 62 to vary the card speed/feed roll speed ratio
slightly by increasing the relative speed of the feed roll
24 to cause more fiber to be fed to the chute 30. Like-
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wise, if the level of fiber is above the predetermined
norm, the relative speed of the feed roll 24 will be re-
duced to cause less fiber to be fed to the chute 30.

- The aforesaid control of the speed of the feed roll 24
is also shown graphically in FIG. 4 where the solid line
C represents the primary proportional speed of the feed
roll 24, and dotted line O’ represents the overriding
control imposed on the feed roll by the photoelectric
cell 50. Again, it will be noted that solid line C is paral-
lel to the solid line A representing the operating speed
of the card 12, and that the override indicating line O’
follows an unpredicable pattern above and below the
line C as the level of the fiber in the chute 30 varies.

Another embodiment of the control system of the
present invention is illustrated diagrammatically in
FIG. 5 which is similar to FIG. 4 except that the digital
pick-up 56 in FIG. 4 is replaced by a signal generating
unit 56' which generates a first signal when the card 12
is operating (e.g. “on”) and a second signal when the
card 12 is not operating (e.g. “off”’), and these signals
are received by the integrator circuits 60 and 62. In this
embodiment, the integrator circuits 60 and 62 do not
cause the motor controls 70 and 78 to rotate the motors
40 and 26, respectively, at speeds having a predeter-
mined ratio to the speed of the card 12, but, rather, the
integrator circuits 60 and 62 cause the motor controls 70
and 78 to rotate the motors 40 and 26, respectively, at a
predetermined speed when the card 12 is operating as
indicated by the first or “on” signal received from the
signal generating unit 56’ and to stop rotation of the
motors 40 and 26 when the card 12 is not operating as
indicated by the second or “off” signal received from
the signal generating unit 56’. The speeds of the motors
40 and 26 are then varied from such predetermined
speeds in response to the overriding control imposed
thereon by the strain gauge 54 and the electric eye 50 in
the same manner as that described above in connection
with FIG. 3.

By virtue of the unique control system of the present
invention, a number of significant advantages are ob-
tained which tend to significantly increase the unifor-
mity of the sliver produced by a card while decreasing
the yarn count variations in such shver.

Initially, it is to be noted that the speed of both the
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feed roll 24 and the oscillating plate 38 are controlled 45

primarily in direct response to the operating speed of
the card 12, rather than independently of the card 12, so
that the batt 48 being formed by the chute feed 10 and
delivered to the card 12 reflects more accurately the
demands of the card 12. For example, in the embodi-
ment illustrated in FIG. 3, when the card 12 is operating
at its slow speed to permit the putting up of the end, the
fiber fed to the chute 30 in the chute feed 10 is reduced
proportionally and the oscillations of the movable wall
portion 38 are likewise reduced so that the small amount
of fiber passing through the chute feed 12 will not be
excessively densified, all of which serves to produce a
more uniform batt 48 being delivered from the chute
feed 10 to the card 12.

Additionally, in accordance with a particularly sig-
nificant feature of the present invention, the batt 48 is
sensed prior to its being delivered to the card to deter-
mine a function of the quantity of the fiber in such batt,
and the signal generated by such sensing is immediately
utilized to correct any variation in the density of the
batt from a predetermined desired norm. Thus, if the
weight of the batt 48 sensed by the strain gauge 54
indicates that the density of the batt is too great, the

30

5%

65

signal generated by the strain gauge 54 immediately
causes the speed of oscillation of the plate 38 to be
proportionally slowed whereby the density of the batt
48 is immediately reduced. If, on the other hand, the
sensing of the batt 48 indicates a lesser density than is
desired, the oscillating speed of the plate 38 is immedi-
ately increased in proportion to the vanation between
the sensed batt density and the desired batt density.
Since the strain gauge 54 is disposed substantially at the
delivery end of the chute feed 10, it will be apparent
that the correcting effect imposed immediately on the
movable wall portion 38 will act to correct immediately
any variation in the batt density at almost the same point
where the variation is sensed. As a result, the density of
the batt 48 that is delivered to the card will be extremely
uniform, and the sliver produced by the card 12 from
such batt will likewise have extremely uniform density
characteristics. This is to be contrasted with typical,
conventional autoleveling where the density of the fiber
at the output end of the card 1s sensed, and the correc-
tion to the batt is made at the input end of the card by
varying the speed of the card feed rolls to vary the
amount of fiber fed to the card. Such remote correction
of the fiber fed to the card not only fails to correct the
density of the substantial amount of the fiber which is
already on the main cylinder at the time the sliver den-
sity if sensed, it also may result in corrections being
made which may not be needed in view of the remote-
ness between the point at which the density 1s sensed
and the point at which the density correction is imposed
on the fiber.

The batt density correcting feature of the present
invention also represents a marked improvement over
known autoleveling systems, described above, which
sense the weight of the batt being delivered by the chute
and changes the proportional speed of the input feed
rolls of the card. This change in the proportional speed
of the doffer and the input feed rolls can adversely
affect the degree of carding by the card and/or can
undesirably alter the degree of parallelism of the fibers
being carded. This is to be contrasted with the present
invention where the proportional speed of the doffer
and the input feed rolls of the card always remains
constant, and the density of the batt is corrected by
regulating the chute feed which forms the batt.

Finally, the control system of the present invention
serves to reduce short-term variations in the sliver
which has heretofore been caused by the chute feed
being operated independently of the card. For example,
when doffing of the card takes place in conventional
carding systems, the speed of the card is reduced to its
slow speed to permit the operator to put the end up as
he changes sliver cans, but the speed of operation of the
independently controlled chute feed is not automati-
cally reduced at the same time. As a result, the weight
or density of the batt being produced by the chute feed
will normally increase because of the reduced demand
of the card operating at its slow speed. By contrast, the
control system of the present invention results in the
speed of the feed roll 24 and the oscillating plate 38
being reduced as soon as the speed of the card is re-
duced, and the speed of the feed roll 24 is also varied in
accordance with the level of the fiber which has accu-
mulated in the chute feed to provide a smooth regula-
tion of the fiber being fed to the chute feed which In
turn, provides an unusual degree of evenness to the batt
produced by the chute feed.
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The present invention has been described in detail
above for purposes of illustration only and is not in-
tended to be limited by this description or otherwise to
exclude any variation or equivalent arrangement that
would be apparent from, or reasonably suggested by the
foregoing disclosure to the skill of the art.

We claim:

1. A control system for use in textile processing
equipment that includes fiber feeding means for deliver-
ing a batt of fiber to carding means, said fiber feed
means including an oscillating plate acting on the fiber
in said fiber feeding means to densify said fiber, said
control system comprising:

(a) signal generating means for sensing a function of the
quantity of fiber in said batt delivered by said fiber
feeding means to said carding means and for generat-
ing a signal that is proportional to said sensed quan-
tity of fiber; and

(b) control means receiving said generated signal and
varying the movement of said oscillating plate in said
fiber feeding means in a predetermined ratio to the
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quantity of fiber sensed by said signal generating

means.

2. A control system for use in textile processing
equipment as defined in claim 1 and further character-
1zed in that said signal generating means senses the
weight of a predetermined portion of said batt. |

3. A control system for use in textile processing
equipment as defined in claim 2 and further character-
ized in that said signal generating means includes a
surface portion across which said batt moves as it is
delivered from said fiber feeding means, and includes
strain gauge means for sensing the weight of batt on said
surface portion.

4. A control system for use in textile processing
equipment as defined in claim 1 and further character-
1zed in that said oscillating plate is operated by motor
means, and in that said control means varies the speed of
said motor means to thereby vary the speed of oscilla-
tion of said plate.

5. A control system for use in textile processing
equipment as defined in claim 1 and further character-
1zed in that said oscillating plate is operated by motor
means, and in that said control means operates said
motor means in response to a signal indicating that said
carding means is operating and varies the speed of said
motor means in response to said signal received from
sald signal generating means.

6. A control system for use in textile processing
equipment as defined in claim 4 or claim 5 and further
characterized in that said control means increases the
speed of said motor means when said signal generated
by said signal generating means indicated that said
sensed quantity of fiber is below a predetermined norm
and decreases the speed of said motor means when said
signal indicates that said sensed quantity of fiber is
above a predetermined norm.

7. A control system for use in textile processing
equipment as defined in claim 1 and further character-
1zed in that said oscillating plate is driven by motor
means, in that said motor means is directly driven at a
speed having a predetermined ratio to the operating
speed of said carding means, and in that said control
means selectively overrides said direct drive of said
motor means to change the speed of said oscillating
plate motor means and thereby vary the ratio between
said carding means operating speed and said oscillating
plate motor means speed.
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8. A control system for use in textile processing
equipment that includes fiber feeding means for deliver-
ing a batt of fiber to carding means, said fiber feeding
means including a column in which fiber is densified, a
rotating feed roll for introducing fiber into said column,
and means for sensing the quantity of fiber in said col-
umn and generating a signal when the said quantity of
fiber reaches a predetermined level, said control system
comprising:

(a) first control means for sensing an operating condi-
tion of said carding means and for rotating said feed
roll of said fiber feeding means at a predetermined
speed in response to said operating condition of said
carding means being sensed; and
(b) second control means for receiving said generated

signal and selectively overriding said first control
means to vary the rotational speed of said feed roll
from said predetermined speed in response to re-
ceipt of said generated signal.

9. A control system for use in textile processing
equipment as defined in claim 8 and further character-
ized in that said means for sensing the quantity of fiber
in said column comprises a photoelectric cell disposed
at a predetermined height in said column for generating
a first signal when the fiber in said column reaches or
exceeds said predetermined height and for generating a
second signal when said fiber is beneath said predeter-
mined height, and in that said second control means
decreases the speed of said feed roll in response to re-
ceipt of said first signal and increases the speed of said
feed roll in response to receipt of said second signal.

10. A control system for use in textile processing
equipment as defined in claim 8 and further character-
1zed in that said first control means senses the operating
speed of said carding means and rotates said feed roll of
said fiber feeding means in a predetermined ratio to said
carding means operating speed.

11. A control system for use in textile processing
equipment as defined in claim 8 and further character-
ized in that said first control means senses whether said
carding means is operating or not operating and rotates
said feed roll of said fiber feeding means at a predeter-
mined speed when said carding means is operating.

12. Textile processing apparatus comprising:

(a) carding means including a driven doffer roli;

(b) fiber feeding means for forming a batt of fiber and
delivering said batt to said carding means, said fiber
feeding means including:

(1) column means for accumulating fiber therein, and
including an oscillating plate operated by motor
means to densify the said accumulated fiber;

(1) a rotating feed roll operated by motor means for
controlling the quantity of fiber fed to said column
means; and

(iii) means for sensing the level of said fiber accumu-
lated in said column and generating a signal when
said accumulated fiber reaches a predetermined
level,;

(c) means for sensing a function of the quantity of fiber
in said batt delivered by said fiber feeding means to
said carding means and for generating a signal in
response to said sensed quantity of fiber;

(d) first control means for sensing an operating condi-
tion of said carding means, and for operating said feed
roll motor means and said reciprocating plate motor
means at respective predetermined speeds in response
to said operating condition of said carding means
being sensed;
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(e) second control means for recetving said signal gener-
ated by said level sensing means and for selectively
overriding said first control means to vary the speed
of said feed roll motor from said predetermined speed
in response to receipt of said signal generated by said
level sensing means; and |

(f) third control means for receiving said signal gener-
ated by said fiber quantity sensing means and for
selectively overriding said first control means to
change the speed of said oscillating plate motor
means in response to said signal received from said
fiber quantity sensing means.

13. Textile processing apparatus as defined in claim
12 and further characterized in that said second control
means reduces the speed of said feed roll motor means
when said fiber level is above said predetermined level
and increases the speed of said feed roll motor means
when said fiber level is below said predetermined level.

14. Textile processing apparatus as defined in claim
12 and further characterized in that said third control
means decreases the speed of said reciprocating plate
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motor means as the quantity of fiber sensed by said
quantity sensing means increases, and increases the
speed of said reciprocating plate motor means as the
quantity of fiber sensed by said quantity sensing means
decreases.

15. Textile processing apparatus as defined in claim
12 and further characterized in that said first control
means senses the operating speed of said carding means
and operates said feed roll motor means and said recip-
rocating plate motor means at speeds having a predeter-
mined ratio to said operating speed of said carding
means.

16. Textile processing apparatus as defined in claim
12 and further characterized in that said first control
means senses whether said carding means i1s operating
or not operating and operates said feed roll motor
means and said reciprocating plate motor means at pre-
determined speeds when said carding means 1s operat-
ing.

¥ * * X *
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