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[57] ABSTRACT

A scanning optical system provided with a light source
portion, a first imaging optical system for linearly imag-
ing the light beam emitted from the light source portion,
a deflector having its deflecting-reflecting surface near
the linear image formed by said first imaging optical
System, a scanned medium scanned by the light beam
deflected by the deflector, and a second imaging optical
system disposed between the scanned medium and the
deflector and comprising, in succession from the deflec-

tor side, a spherical single lens and a single lens having
a toric surface.

7 Claims, 19 Drawing Figures
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SCANNING OPTICAL SYSTEM HAVING A
FALL-DOWN CORRECTING FUNCTION

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

l. Field of the Invention

This invention relates to a scanning optical system in
which pitch irregularities of scanning lines are elimi-
nated. |

2. Description of the Prior Art

Heretofore, various light beam scanning systems
using a deflecting-reflecting surface such as rotatable
polygon mirror have been proposed in which even if
the direction of travel of the light beam deflected and
scanned is varied in a plane perpendicular to the deflect-
ing surface by the fali-down of the deflecting-reflecting
surface, there occurs no irregularity in the pitch of the
scanning lines on a scanned surface (a scanned medium).
tlerein, the deflecting surface refers to the light beam
surface formed with lapse of time by the ight beam
detlected by the deflecting-reflecting surface of the
deflector.

For example, in U.S. Pat. No. 3,750,189, the optical

system between the deflector and the scanned medium 25 -

comprises beam shaping means and second converging
means, and the light beam reflected by the deflecting
mirror is collimated by the beam shaping means. If the
optical system is endowed with such collimating func-
tron, the shape of the beam shaping means is restricted,
so that the degree of freedom which improves the imag-
ing performance on the scanned surface and the strain
characteristic for rendering the scanning speed constant
s decreased and necessarily, a good performance can-
not be obtained unless the number of lenses forming the
second converging means is increased.

In U.S. Pat. No. 3,865,465, a certain predetermined
limitation is imposed on the ratio of the focal lengths of
two different lenses forming the optical system between
the deflector and the scanned medium, and satisfying
this limitation is equivalent to collimating the light beam
In a cross-section perpendicular to the deflecting sur-
face between the two different lenses. Accordingly,
again in this example, the de gree of freedom with which
the imaging performance and strain characteristic are
well corrected is decreased as previously described, and
this 1s not preferable.

In U.S. Pat. No. 3,946,150, a cylindrical lens is dis-
posed between a lens having a strain characteristic for
realizing equal speed scanning and the scanned medium.
In such a construction, a good image cannot be obtained
unless the position of the cylindridal lens is brought
close to the scanned medium. If the cylindrical lens
comes near the scanned medium, the cylindrical lens
becomes longer in the direction of the bus line as the
scanning width becomes longer and thus, a compact
construction cannot be realized.

U.S. Pat. No. 4,123,135 relates to an optical system
for correcting the fall-down of the deflecting-reflecting
surface of the deflector, and this system is characterized
- 1n that a cylindrical lens having an axis perpendicular to

the deflecting surface and having a negative refractive

power in the deflecting surface but having no refractive
POWer I a cross-section perpendicular to the deflecting
surface is disposed in the imaging optical system be-
tween the deflector and the scanned medium. This im-
aging optical system comprises three lenses.
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2
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is an object of the present invention to overcome
the above-noted disadvantages of the scanning device
according to the prior art and to provide a scanning
optical system in which fall-down of the deflector can
be corrected by a simple and compact construction.

It is a further object of the present invention to pro-
vide a scanning optical system in which the beam scan-
ning speed is constant on the scanned surface.

It 1s sull a further object of the present invention to
provide a scanning optical system in which the pOsition
of the scanning line on the scanned surface can he
readily adjusted.

In the scanning optical system according to the pres-
ent mvention, a scanning imaging optical system dis-
posed between the deflector and the scanned mediom
comprises, in succession from the deflector side, a
spherical single lens and a single lens having a toric
surface to thereby achieve the above-mentioned ob-

jects. That is, the scanning optical system according to

the present invention is provided with a light source
device, a first imaging optical system for anearly imag-
ing the light beam from the light source device, a de-
flector having its deflecting-reflecting surface near the
linear image, and a second imaging optical system for
imaging the linear image as a Spot on tne scanned me-
dium, the second imaging optical system comprising, in
succession from the deflector side, a spherical single
lens and a toric single lens. The toric lens herein means
a lens having a power in orthogonal directions in a
plane orthogonal to the optical axis of the lens, the
power differing in said orthogonal directions.

The above-described toric surface according to the
present invention has its absolute value of the curvature
radius in the deflecting surface greater than its absolute
value of the curvature radius in the plane orthogonal to
the deflecting surface. ]

In the scanning optical system according to the pres-
ent invention, the toric lens is a positive meniscus lens
comprising a surface having a negative refractive
power on the deflector side and a surface having a
positive refractive power on the scanned medium side,
In a cross-section containing the optical axis of the
spherical single lens and perpendicular to the deflecting
surface formed by the beam deflected by the deflector.

In the scanning optical systenf'according to the pres-
ent invention, the scanning imaging optical system dis-
posed between the deflector and the scanned medium
does not have the beam shaping means for once colli-
mating the light beam deflected by the deflector. That
s, the system of the present invention does not use the
means having a collimating function and therefore, no
limitation is imposed on the degree of freedom with
which the imaging performance and strain characteris-
tic of the imaging optical system are well corrected.
This results in realization of a simple and compact con-
structton.

Further, in the present invention, a toric lens is pro-
vided at that side of the spherical single lens which is
adjacent to the scanned medium and this, as compared
with the case of a cylindrical lens, can correct the strain
characteristic and can make the apparatus compact.
That is, where a cylindrical lens is used, the refractive
power thereof in the deflecting surface is zero and has
no degree of freedom with which the curvature of
image field is corrected. In contrast, a toric lens has a
refractive power in the deflecting surface and can there-
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fore correct the curvature of the image field. Also, if an
attempt is made to make the scanning imaging optical
system compact by using a cylindrical lens, a great deal
of curvature of image field will occur and for the reason
set forth above, it will be impossible to correct it by the
cylindrical lens itself. In contrast, a toric lens has a
- degree of freedom for correction and can thus make the
scanning imaging optical system compact.
Furthermore, in the present invention, the first imag-
ing optical system is moved in a direction orthogonal to
its optical axis and orthogonal to the lengthwise direc-
tion of said linear image, thereby effecting the position
adjustment of the scanning line on the scanned surface.
In the present invention, this first imaging optical sys-
tem may have a power only in one direction. Accord-
ingly, where this first imaging optical system is moved
for the position adjustment of the scanning line, the
installation accuracy of the first imaging optical system
after being moved may be reduced with respect to the
direction in which the first imaging optical system has
no power. o |
- 'The invention will become more fully apparent from
the following detailed description thereof taken in con-
junction with the accompanying drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FI1G. 1 illustrates the principle of the scanning optical
system according to the present invention. -

FIG. 2 is a cross-sectional view for lustrating the
- function of the present invention in a plane parallel to
the deflecting surface.

FIG. 3 is a view for illustrating the function of the
present invention in a cross-section perpendicular to the
deflecting surface. | |

F1G. 4 illustrates the angle € at which the principal
ray deflected in the plane parallel to the deflecting sur-
face is incident on a lens having a toric surface.

FIGS. §, 6 and 7 show the relation between the image
height and the angle € in the scanning lens system used
In the present invention.

FIGS. 8A and 8B show the shape of an embodiment
of the scanning lens applied in the present invention.

FIGS. 9A and 9B illustrate the various aberrations in
the Gaussian image plane of the lens shown in FIGS.
8A and 8B. |

FIGS. 10A and 10B show the shape of another em-
bodiment of the scanning lens applied in the present
invention.

FIGS. 11A and 11B illustrate the various aberrations

in the Gaussian image plane of the lens shown in FIGS.
10A and 10B.

FIG. 12 illustrates the adjustment of the position of
the scanning line in the scanning optical system accord-
ing to the present invention.

FIGS. 13 and 14 show a mechanism for adjusting the
position of the scanning line in the scanning optical
system of the present invention.

FIG. 15 is a schematic view showing an embodiment

of the laser beam printer to which the present invention
is applied. | |

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Referring to FIG. 1 which shows the construction
according to the principle of the present invention,
there are arranged a light source or a light source de-
vice 1 comprising a light source and a condenser device,
a linear image forming system 2 for forming the light
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beam emitted from the light source device 1 into a hinear
image, a deflector 3 having a deflecting-reflecting sur-
face 3a near the position whereat the light beam is lin-
early converged by the linear image forming system, a
spherical single lens 4 between the deflector 3 and a
medium 6 to be scanned, and a single lens 5 having a
toric surface having a major axis and a minor axis differ-
ent in refractive power in two orthogonal directions, so
that an imaging spot is formed on the scanned medium
6 by the composite system of those lenses and with
rotation of the deflector 3, the imaging spot scans over
the scanned medium 6. The major axis of the toric sur-
face lies in a plane parallel to the deflecting surface, and
the minor axis of the toric surface lies in a plane orthog-
onal to the deflecting surface and containing the center
of curvature of the major axis. The absolute value of the
curvature radius with respect to the major axis is
greater than the absolute value of the curvature radius
with respect to the minor axis.

FIG. 2 is a view for illustrating the function in a
cross-section parallel to the deflecting surface in the
above-described construction, in other words, the plane
containing the major axis of the toric lens 5 and the
optical axis of the spherical single lens 4. The light beam
emitted from the light source device 1 passes through
the cylindrical lens 2, whereafter it is reflected by the
reflecting surface 3a of the deflector 3 and with rotation
of the deflector 3, the reflected light beam is deflected.
Further, the deflected light beam is imaged on the
scanned medium 6 by the composite system of the
spherical single lens 4 and the lens 5 having the toric
surface, and the scanning speed of the imaging spot is
maintained constant.

FIG. 3 is a developed view of the cross-section along
the light beam in a direction perpendicular to the above-
mentioned deflecting surface, namely, the cross-section
for correcting the influence of the fall-down of the
deflector. The light beam emitted from the light source
device 1 is linearly imaged near the reflecting surface 3a
of the deflector 3 by the linear image forming system 2.

- The refractive power of the single lens 5 in this cross-

section, unlike the refractive power of the lens 5 in said

- deflecting surface, renders the positional relation be-
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tween the reflecting surface 3a of the deflector 3 and the
scanned medium 6 into an optically conjugate relation
by the composite system of the single lens 5 and the
spherical single lens 4. Therefore, even if the reflecting
surface 3a is tilted to a position 34’ in a direction perpen-
dicular to the deflecting surface during rotation of the
deflector 3, the light beam passing through the lens
system 4, 5 changes as indicated by broken lines but
there is no change of the imaging position on the
scanned medium 6.

Description will now be made of how and why good
imaging performance and equal speed scanning are
obtained on the scanned medium in the scanning optical
System of the present invention in spite of the system
being of a simple and compact construction. Where the

aperture ratio is as small as 1:30-1:100, two single lenses

will be sufficient as the lens construction for providing
a good scanning characteristic.

Generally, in a lens system of a small aperture ratio,
the aberration coefficients to be corrected are astigma-
tism coefficient (II) and distortion coefficient (V).
These aberration coefficients of the entire lens system
have the following relations between characteristic
coefficients aryi, b, cir, ay;, by, cy; and inherent
coefficients 7 oi, B oi.



4,379,612

5 6
5
M=% @ oi + bin Boi . Y ' N | 5
= 2 (enm 0 + by oi + crm) Ri=(10 =Ny 1-—p
N

Vo= _21 (@y: Joi + byi Boi + cpy)

=

The characteristic coefficients are constants determined
by paraxial relation and medium, and the inherent coef-
ficients oiand oi are coefficients which determine
the shape of the ith construction group. Formula (1)
above represents the general relation when the number
of construction groups is N. (Lens Designing Method, by
Matsui, Kyoritsu Publishing Co., Ltd.)

Further, where each construction group is a single
lens, there is the following secondary relation between

-the inherent coefficients 2 oi and B oi of each single
lens:

00 =ai B 20i+ Bi RBOl-+yi (2)
where a, Bi and vyi are constants determined by the
refractive index of the medium of the ith single lens.

If equation (2) is substituted for formula (1),

Y (3)
ol = ‘El (Eri B 5 + naini Boi + L)

J o

N
V= 2

2 €GB o+ v Boi + (v

where €, nun, Lin, Evi, myi and {y; are constants
‘determined by said characteristic coefficients and said
constants ai, 8i and %i.

It, in formula (3), respective desired aberration coeffi-
cient values for obtaining the strain characteristic for
providing a good imaging performance and equal speed
scanning are set and the number of construction lenses
i1s 2 (N=2), it is possible to solve the simultaneous equa-
tions having 3 o1 and } o2 as unknown and to obtain
Ro1and R .

oi 1S expressed as follows by the curvature radius R;
of the forward surface of the ith lens and the refractive

index N; of the medium of said lens (Lens Designing
Method, by Matsui);

(4)

3= " N—-1 177N |’
Hence,
= N; / B ol + N; — 1

Thus, from the inherent coefficients B o1 and B o2 0f the
two groups obtained from the aforementioned results,
the curvature radii R and R; of the forward surfaces of
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In the foregoing description, each construction lens is
treated as a thin lens having its focal length regularized
to 1. |

In the actual system of FIG. 2, assuming that the
refractive powers of the lenses 4 and § are ¢1 and ¢,
respectively, the curvature radii ry, ry, r3 and 14 of the
forward and rearward surfaces of the respective lenses
are as follows:

ri=Ri1/¢;

r2=Ry'/¢q

r3=R2/¢

r4=R3'/

In this manner, by a two single-lens construction, it is
possible to determine the shape of each lens which ren-
ders into respective desired values the astigmatism coef-
ficient II for providing a good imaging performance
and the distortion coefficient V corresponding to the
strain characteristic for achieving equal speed scanning.

Next, as regards the direction perpendicular to the
deflecting surface, the toric surface is introduced and it
is therefore possible to provide a different focal length
with respect to the focal length of the composite system
of the lenses 4 and § in the deflecting surface. Accord-
ingly, it is possible to provide a different imaging rela-
tion with respect to the imaging relation in the deflect-
ing surface, and the positions of the reflecting surface 3a
of the deflector and the scanned medium 6 are rendered
into a conjugate relation.

Further, what is important in the present invention is
that at least one surface of the single lens 5 having a
toric surface has a negative refractive power in the
cross-section perpendicular to the deflecting.surface.
This is convenient to the correction of the curvature of
image field for causing the light beam deflected in the
cross-section perpendicular to the deflecting surface to
form a good imaging spot on the scanned medium 6. If,
in a cross-section parallel to the deflecting surface, the
curvature radius r3 of that surface of the single lens 5
having a toric surface which is adjacent to the deflector
satisfies <

Sfp/ri>—2.1

with respect to the total focal length f, of the spherical
single lens 4 and the single lens 5 in said cross-section,
the aforementioned effect of correcting the curvature of
image field will become greater. This condition means
that the diverging power for the incident light beam in
the cross-section perpendicular to the deflecting surface
becomes stronger as the angle of deflection becomes
greater, and creates the effect of correcting the image
field in the positive direction.

Also, if, in addition to the aforementioned condition
f7/13> —2.1, the ratio f7/fT between the focal length f,
of the single lens 5 having a toric surface in the cross-
section parallel to the deflecting surface and the focal
length fr of said single lens § in the cross-section per-

the respective lenses can be obtained by using equation s pendicular to the deflecting surface satisfies

(4), and the curvature radii Ry, and R, of the rearward
surfaces of the respective lenses can also be obtained
from the following equation.

fr/Pr<13.0,
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it will also become possible to well correct the strain

7

characteristic in the deflecting surface.
Another important thing is that in the cross-section
perpendicular to the deflecting surface, the shape of the

single lens § having the toric surface desirably be that of 5

a meniscus single lens with its surface having a positive
refractive power being disposed adjacent to the scanned
medium 6 and which has a positive refractive power as
a whole. This has the effect of allowing the principal
point position of the composite system of the spherical
single lens 4 and the single lens 5 having a toric surface
to come near the scanned medium in the cross-section
perpendicular to the deflecting surface, as a result of
which it becomes possible to allow the entire lens sys-
tem to come near the deflector, thus providing a com-
pact system. If the focal lengths of said composite sys-
tem In the cross-section parallel to the deflecting surface
and 1n the cross-section perpendicular to the deflecting
surface are f, and f,, respectively, and if 3.0<f,/f,=<5.0
1s satisfied, the system will become compact. Especially,
if 4.0=1,/1,=5.0 is satisfied, the effect of making the
- system compact will be great.
In the aforementioned formula (3), the desired value

of the astigmatism coefficient II to be corrected is deter-
~ mined by whether the light beam incident on the re-
flecting surface 3a of the deflector 3 is a divergent light
beam, a paralle] light beam or a convergent light beam
in the deflecting surface. On the other hand, the desired
value of the distortion coefficient V to be corrected is
determined by the rotation characteristic of the deflec-
tor 3.
~ When the deflector 3 is rotated at an equal angular
- speed, the value of the distortion coefficient which
causes the light beam deflected by the deflector to move
on the scanned medium 6 surface at an equal speed is
V=% |

As the deflector 3 is represented by ¢ =0, sin wt (b
being the angle of rotation, ¢, being the amplitude, o
being a constant related to the period, t being time), in
the case of sine vibration, the value of the distortion
coefficient which causes the light beam deflected by the

deflector 3 to move at an equal speed on the scanned
medium 6 surface is

Since the present invention has no condition for colli-
mating the light beam between the spherical single lens
4 and the single lens 5 having a toric surface, the degree
of freedom of the refractive power of each of said lenses
i$ not limited and a good imaging performance and
strain characteristic can be obtained by these two
lenses. | | '

Embodiments of the spherical single lens 4 and the
single lens 5 having a toric surface in the scanning opti-
cal system according to the present invention will be
shown below. Tables 1 to 12 show embodiments of the
Imaging optical system 4, § according to the present
invention.

Among the Tables, the Tables given a suffix (a) indi-
cate lens data. r)-r4 are the curvature radii of the lenses

Deflecting

10

15

20

25

30

33

40

45

50

8

in a plane parallel to the deflecting surface, ri’-r4’ are
the curvature radii of the lenses in the cross-section
perpendicular to the deflecting surface (accordingly,
with regard to the spherical single lens 4, ri=ry’,
ro=r3’), di is the on-axial thickness of the spherical
single lens 4, d; is the on-axial air space between the r;
surface of the spherical single lens 4 and the r3 surface of
the single lens 5 having a toric surface (which is equal to
the on-axial air space between the ry' surface of the
spherical single lens 4 and the r3’ surface of the single
lens 5 having a toric surface), d3is the on-axial thickness
of the single lens 5 having a toric surface, np is the re-
fractive index of the spherical single lens 4, and n» is the
refractive index of the single lens 5 having a toric sur-
face.

Those of the Tables which are given a suffix (b) will
be described. In a plane parallel to the deflecting surface
(hereinafter referred to as the “deflecting plane”) and
the cross-section perpendicular to the deflecting surface
(hereinafter referred to as the “perpendicular Cross-sec-
tion”), the column f shows the focal length of the com-
posite system of the spherical single lens 4 and the single
lens § having a toric surface. Particularly, for conve-
nience of description, the focal distance in said “deflect-
ing plane” is expressed as f, and the focal length in the
“perpendicular cross-section” is expressed as f,. The
column fs shows the focal length of the single lens 5
having a toric surface. For convenience of description,
the focal length in the “deflecting plane” is expressed as
frand the focal length in the “perpendicular cross-sec-

~ tion” is expressed as f7'. The column b.f. shows the back

focal length. The column S; shows the object distince
from the first surface (i.e., the r; or ry’ surface of the
spherical single lens). The column S’ shows the dis-
tance from the last surface (r4 or r4’ surface) of the single
lens 5 having a toric surface to the Gaussian image plane
when the object distance is S;. The column effective F
No. shows the image side effective F-number when the
object distance is S;. -

Those of the Tables which are given a suffix (c)
shows the tertiary aberration coefficient when regular-
ized to fp=1 in the plane parallel to the deflecting sur-
face.

Those of the Tables which are given a suffix (d) will
be described. The column & shows the angle (unit:rad.)
formed by the paraxial ray incident qn the ry’ surface of
the spherical single lens 4 at a height 1 on the principal
plane in the cross-section perpendicular to the deflect-
ing surface when regularized to f,=1, with the optical
axis, when such ray enters the r3’ surface of the single
lens 5 having a toric surface after having left the ry’

- surface of the spherical single lens 4. If §40, the light

55

beam is not collimated between the ry’ surface of the
spherical single lens 4 and the r3’ surface of the lens 5
having a toric surface.

TABLE 1-(a)
o —6327560 r'y —6527560 dy 6.32971 n 1.59538
r2 ~31.67753 1, --51.67753 d; 6.32971
r3  411.88135 r'3 —39.11693 d3 632971 ny 1.50991

rqg —86.20866 r'y -12.20747
|

TABLE 1-(b)
M'
Effective
f fs b.f. 51 Sy F No.
99.99999 fr 140.40724 100.12631 — ) 100.12631 60.0

fp
plane



4,379,612
9 10

TABLE 1-(b)-continued

Effective
f fe b.f. St Sk F No.
Perpendicular fy 2948940 fr 3223998 31.32358 —26.79579 99.60350 100.0

cross-section

%

TABLE 1 - (c) TABLE 3 - (c)
M %
I H 111 P A\ 10 I 11 111 P 14

M
6.46817 —0.28460 —0.16495 0.62416 0.61867 6.61678 —0.27837 —(0.16698 0.63271 0.61596
M
| TABLE 1 - (d) TABLE 3 - (d)
% %
—0.61374 29.15465 ~0.20931 0.24279 4.35507  3.19105 —0.61121  29.42713  —0.23419 0.27582 4.43529  3.39909
%
TABLE 2 - (a) TABLE 4 - ()
A A ————
o —6325409 ¢y 6325409 d; 636775 m 170269 20 ¢ 5882450 r; —5882450 d; 642988 m 150991
r —32.72465 r'; 5272456 dy 6.36775 rp 3019578 ' —50.19578 d» 6.42988
I3 41541869 r3  —39.60989 d; 6.36775 n3 1.50991 r3  1690.12801 r'3 4223338 d; 6.42988 0o 1.70269
rqg —8598748 r'y ~12.30169 14 —92.63733 'y —15.66758

TABLE 2 - (b)

M‘

' | Effective

f fs b.f. S S F No.

%
Deflecting fp 100.00001 fr 140.31518 100.69012 — 100.69102 60.0
plane
Perpendicular f, 29.54067 fr 32.43860 31.54320 --26.95680 100.19817 100.0
Cross-section

%

TABLE 4 - (b)
Mﬂ
Effective
f fs b.f. Si Sk F No.
%
. Deflecting fp  100.00001 fr 125.16837 101.62692 @ 101.62692 . 600
plane
Perpendicular f,  29.98307 fr 32.22724 32.44994 -.27.21982 100.19260 100.0

cross-section

M

TABLE 2 - (c) TABLE 4 - (c)
M m
| | I 111 P - A4 45 | I1 111 P \4
M %

6.43969 —0.27146 —0.16089 0.60433 0.62013 3.99630 ~,22613 —0.15095 0.56860 0.62777
M
TABLE 2 - (d) TABLE 4 - (d)
M %
o €max l'4/ I3 f I3 fT/ fT' f f',- 50 5 Emax I‘4/ I3 f r3 . fT/ fT' f fy
—0.61207 29.04269 —0.20699 0.24072 4.32556  3.38516 —0.63083  27.80320 —0.05481 0.05917 3.88393  3.33522
TABLE 3 - (a) TABLE 5 - (a)

M
rr —-65.40452  r  -6540452 d; 631236 ny 159583 55 r; 10413724 r, —104.13724 d; 625173 my 1.59533

rz —351.14359 ry -51.14359 4y 6.31236 r; —69.15419 r3 —69.15419 dy 6.25173
r3 362.55977 '3 —38.80420 d; 6.31236 n; 1.48330 r3 o '3 —3451051 d3 625173 n3 1.50991
rq —849085 'y —11.70740 r4 —73.02843 r'g4 —11.65612
TABLE 3 - (b)
Effective

- f fs b.f. S Sy F No.
W
Deflecting fp 1000 fr 143.00551 99.89905 — 00 99.89905 60.0
plane
Perpendicular f,  29.41967 fpr 32.24268 31.14615 —26.72231 99.33635 100.0

Ccross-section

e ————
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TABLE 5 - (b)
| Effective
f fs b.f. S1 Sk F No.
m
- Deflecting f, 100.0 fr 143.21827 99.03431 —w 99.03431 60.0
plane
Perpendicular f,  29.17851 fy  31.59868 30.68737 —26.46566 98.39212 100.0
Ccross-section -
M
TABLE 5 - (c) 10 TABLE 7 - (c)
W
I IT [1I P VY I I1 I11 P \"4
M
6.27056 -0.32612 °  —0.15447 0.64372 0.59729 6.26524 -0.35871 —0.15356 0.65400 0.59321
M
TABLE 5 - (d) | 15 TABLE 7 - (d) |
M
| ) Cmarx 1'4/1'3 fE-/ r3 fT/fT fg fp o Emax I’4/1'3 fg rj fT/fT fE fp
- —0.61819 26.02809 0.0 0.0 4.53241 3.42718 -(.61339 25.75282 0.0 0.0 473124  3.44460
M
TABLE 6 - (a) <0 TABLE 8 - (a)
M
riy —96.031890 ¢y —96.03189 d; 6.28837 =n; 1.70269 ri —63.26744 1 -63.26744 d; 643143 n;  1.50991
rp ~—70.08476 'y —T70.08476 dp 6.28837 r; -—3399132 'y 5399132 dy 6.43143
r3 &0 r'y 3528283 d3 6.28837 np 1.50991 r3 o0 r's —42.55582 d3 643143 ny  1.70269
rq -—72.33688 r'4 —11.76020 r4 —86.18348 'y —15.64993
25
TABLE 6 - (b)
%
Effective
f fs b.f. S Sy F No.
%
Deflecting .
plane fp 100.0 fr 141.86205 99.58740 - oD 99,.58740 60.0
Perpendicular
Cross-section f, 2922304 fr  31.72929 30.87595 —26.62078 98.97599 100.0
TABLE 8 - (b) -
M
| Effective
f fs b.f. Sq Sy F No.
m
Deflecting fp 100.0 fr 122.64794 101.68839 — 101.68839 60.0
plane
Perpendicular f, 29.99780 fr 32.06282 32.41892 --27.22637 101.22387 100.0
Cross-section
m
TABLE 6 - (¢) -~ TABLE 8 - (¢)

I I1 Tl P v 43 I II I11 P v
6.35924 —10.29366 —0.15210 0.62596 0.59719 0.02252 —0.20250 - 0.14970 0.%7056 0.62285
TABLE 6 - (d) TABLE 8 - (d)

O €max r4/ I3 f f3 ft/ rt f fp 50 o Emax I'4/ Il f T3 fT/ fT f f'p
—0.61831 26.01836 0.0 0.0 447101 3.42196 - (),63597 27.22567 0.0 0.0 3.82524 3.33358
TABLE 7 - (a) . TABLE 9 - (a)
rp —113.67176 'y —113.67176 d; 6.21517 n;  1.59538 ry —6L21937 ¢y —61.21937 d; 749377 n; 1.58611

r —=7031723 '3 —=7031723 dy 6.21517 - ‘12 ~—5526615 '3 —55.26615 dy 7.49081
3 0 '3 —32.66198 d3 6.21517 n2 1.48330 r3 2387.19485 '3 ~31.67413 d3 74978 ny 1.53785
r4 —72.15232 r's —11.04071 r4 —6680165 r4 ~11.13852

TABLE 7 - (b)

%

f fs b.f. S1

Effective

Sy F No.

%

Deflecting {5 100.0 fr 149.29096 98.50049 ~ a0 98.50049 60.0
plane .
Perpendicular f, 29.03092 fpr  31.55431 30.3942t —26.31088 97.81531 100.0

Cross-section

M
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, TABLE 9 - (b)
%
Effective
- f fs b.f. Y Sy F No.
%
Deflecting fp 99.99935 fr 120.94943 102.54132 -3 102.54132 60.0
plane SR
Perpendicular f, 2655801 fpr 28.32813 29.53442 - 18.03525 101.20096 100.0
Cross-section
M
TABLE 9 - (¢) 10 TABLE 11 - (c)
m %
I Il I P Vv I | 11 11 P Y
M
7.40537 —~{),.38428 —0.11085 0.60322 0.60354 10.01258 0.22663 —0.08551 0.53751 0.60134
M
TABLE 9 - (d) 15 TABLE 11 - (d)
““““‘“mmm mm"_m_mmm
by Emax r4/r3 f I'3 fT/FT f fv 8 Emax 1‘¢/r3 f I3} fT/fT f fp

—0.67218  27.76585 —0.02798 0.04189  4.26959  3.76532 —0.70478 26.91509 0.06226  —0.11597  3.74684 3.87351
% %

TABLE 10 - (a) - 20 TABLE 12 - (a)
m %
. —4946519 'y —49.46519 d; 790475 n; 1.79136 r] —293.24044 r'y —293.24044 d; 5.88268 ny 1.59538
rp —353.94124 'y 5394124 dy 7.90470 2 ~359.23652 r’y —59.23652 d; 5.88268
r3 —611.60256 r'3 —35.89765 d3y 7.90469 n 1.55363 r3 —4902234 'y —10.76293 d3 5.88268 =13 1.50991
r4 —53.05425 4 —11.55629 r4 —4148573 14 - 7. 72696

25 |
- TABLE 10 - (b)
%
- Effective

f fs b.f. Sy Sy F No.
Deflecting fp 100.00070 f7 104.40576 107.93367 — 107.93367 60.0
plane
Perpendicular f, 25.86281 fpr 27.59081 29.96403 —15.93758 106.74816 100.0
Cross-section |

M

TABLE 12 - (b)
E——. - =R T ) B

Effective

f fs b.f. Si Sy F No.
%
Deflecting

plane fp 100.0 fr 418.80742 96.72185 — 96.72185 60.0
Perpendicular

cross-section  f, 28.11088 fr 32.47258 31.07636 —24.90334 92.38294 100.0

TABLE 10 - () TABLE 12 - (c)
Mm-mm mmmm.__
I I1 111 P v 45 I If I11 P v

“m“mmm
10.34164 (.23778 - —0.10066 0.53930 0.59026 10.70009 0.50945 0.06621 < 0.62788 0.53405

M

TABLE 10 - (d) . TABLE 12 - (d)
—_—_ . - TABLER2-(d

& €max | rd I3 fz r3 fT/ fT fg fp o € max I'4/ I3 fz r3 fT/ f]"’ f E-/ fp

—0.70309  26.35079  0.08675  —0.16351 3.78408 3.86658 —0.52198 097507  0.84626 —2.03989 12.89726  3.55734

TABLE 11 - (a) s TABLE 13 - (a)
M
ry  —48.50612 'y 4890612 d; 790433 n; 1.79927 rn -23.067 'y =25.067 d 6.329 ny 1.78322
rp  —=3391277 2 —5391277 d; 7.90432 rp -—30314 1 30314 d; 18.165
r3 —363.58893 'y 3597083 33 7.90431 np, 1.55419 r3 o r's 47987 dj 5.414 n; 1.50991
r4 5377089 'y —11.54920 4« —47411 'y -10.737
| : TABLE 11 - (b)
M
| Effective
f fs bf S1 Sk F No.
M
Deflecting | |
plane fp 100.00078 f7 103.10964 108.12026 -~  108.12026 60.0
Perpendicular

- cross-section  f, 25.81655 fp 27.51911 29.99749 —15.88357 106.67594  100.0
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TABLE 13 - (b)
| Ef-
fec-
tive 5
F
f fs S S'1 No

De-

flecting
plane
Per-
pen-
dicular
Cross-
section f}

fp 1000 fr 92979 116620 - 116620 600 g

23.452 fr 25857 28.184 —5.68]

117.222 100.0

13

| TABLE 13 - (c) |
W
11X

-0.157 0.409

TABLE 13 - (d)

M
8 €max I‘4/I‘3 fz I3 fT/fT' fg fp

-(0.730 26.231 0.0 0.0 3.596 4.264

M

25

TABLE 14 - (a)

—25.076 di
—30.325 ds
48,151 ds3
—10.292

r1 —23.076
17 —30.325
r3 0

r4 —44.945

6.331
18.172
5.416

r'y
r'2
r'3
'y

ny 178322 13g

ny 1.48330

TABLE 14 - (b) 3
Ef-
fec-
tive

F 40

S’y No

De-

flecting

plane fp

Per-

pendic-

ular

Cross-

section f, 23472 fpr 25880 28.372 —5.750 116.164 100.0
M

1000  f7r 92997 116.635 — 116.635 60.0

45

30
TABLE 14 - (¢) ‘

- I 11 I} P \4
M
10.606 1.742 -0.154 0.422

0.659
M

TABLE 14 - (d)

M
o €Emax r4/r3 fir::, fr/fp fifp

-0.728 26.238 0.0

0.0 3.593 4.260 60

33

TABLE 15 - (a)

rq —25.067 r'y ~25.067 diq 6.329 ny 1.78322
r —30.314 r's -30.314 d> 18,165 65
r3 - 0 '3 —43.024 dy 5414

n2 1.60770
- 56.476 r'y —12.050 |

T4
M

16
TABLE 15 - (b)
| Ef-
fec-
tive
F
f fs bf §; S No.
e ————————————————————otmr e
De-
flecting
plane fp 1000 f7r 92935 116.565 — @ 116.565 60.0
Per-
pendic-
ular
Cross-
section f, 23434 fr 25.837 28.605 -3.681 117.248 100.0

TABLE 15 - (c)
I11 P
-0, 138 0.366 0.690
—" L1203 0366  06%0
TABLE 15 - (d)

o Emax r4/13 f,/13 fr/fr
—0.730 26.231 0.0 0.0 3.597

4.267
M

TABLE 16 - (a)

\'4

fo/fy

I —20.102 r' ~20.102 di 5.359 ny 1.70916
ry - 24.047 ) —24.047 d» 14.877
r3 60 r's —30.798 ds 4.697 ny 1.63398
r4 —58.485 'y - 10.614 |
e
TABLE 16 - (b)
Ef-
fec-
tive
F
f fy bf §; S’ No.
o U L S S
De- |
flecting
plane fp 100.0 fr 92251 115.545 - o 115.545 60.0
Per- -
pendic- ;
ular
Cross-

section  f, 21316 fp 23.431 26,079 -—5.955 115.742 100.0
IM

TABLE 16 - (c)

I I1 [1I P A\
1.546 1.150 —0.113 0.325 0.657

M

TABLE 16 - (d)

M
K Emax r4/13 fgrg, fr/fr fifp

0745 26.266 0.0 00 3937  4.69]

. |

TABLE 17 - (a)

r —23.585 'y — 23,585 dj 5424 np; 1.78322
r —27.489 r's —27.489 d2 15.017

r3 0 r's —26.395 dy3 4.375 ny 1.63398
r4 —60.705 r's —10.024

m

L
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. " TABLE 17 - (b) _
ettt iSRS ——s
| Ef-
fec.
tive
- F
f fs bf. § S’ No.
 —————— T s A St
De-
flecting
plane fp 1000 fr 95752 113.356 — o 113.356 60.0
Per. |
pendic-
ular
Cross-
section f, 21126 Fpr 23.098 25481 —5.765 113.624 100.0

| TABLE 17 - (c)
MMW

1 § I11 P \'%
%
5.026 0.456 —0.099 0.375 0.646

TABLE 17 - (d)
i . ! A

4,379,612
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15

| 5 €max r4/13 fp/13 fr/fr fn/fy ’5

—0.745 26.272 0.0 0.0 4.145 4.734
m_ﬁ__-__m—.m.

" TABLE 18 - (a)

%‘ .

I -20009 'y -— 20,009 di 5.403 n; 1.70780
n —24.039 r's —24.039 dy 14,958

r3 o0 '3 —30.842 d; 4.358 ny 1.63398

r4 —58.121 r's —10.513

%

TABLE 18 - (b)
| Ef-
fec-
tive
F
f fs bf. §; S No.

e AU S S S

De- |

flecting

plane fp 1000 fr 91.677 115836 — o 115.836 60.0

Per-

pendic-

ular

Cross-

section  f, 21116 fr 23.227 25793 —5743 117.134 100.0
—__‘—-—__—————_m-%

' TABLE 18 - (c)
E—— R L R O N

| H 111 P \'4
'-_-—‘_—_ﬂm-_-—_—-m
1.204 1.203 -0.115 0.320 0.658

TABLE 18 -(d)

%
& | €max " r‘./ I3 fg I3 f T/ fT fz fp

—0.749 26.243 0.0 0.0 3.947 4.736
M

TABLE 19 - (a)

ry - 22,097 r' —22.097 d) 3.401 n; 1.73682
¥, ~26.738 r'y —26.738 dy 14.953

I3 0 r's ~-29.941 dy 5391 ny 1.60770
r4 —54.394 r's —10.134
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TABLE 19 - (b)

e S o
Ef.
fec.
tive
F

f fs bf. §y S No.

e — ettt e oot s

De-

flecting

plane fp 1000 fr 89.507 115733 — & 115,733 60.0

Per-

pendic-

ular

Cross-

section f, 20.894 fpr 22.858 25813 —4.706 117.080 100.0

TABLE 19-(¢) |

e bl A
[l P
—.123

TABLE 19-(b)
%
) Emax ra/T3 f&_/r3 tr/fr fo/fy

—0.755 26.381 0.0 0.0 3.916 4.786
i o e N S

As shown in FIG. 4, in the plane parallel to the de-
flecting surface, the angle formed by the normal (indi-
cated by broken line) to the rj surface at the point of
intersection between the deflected principal ray and the
r3 surface of the single lens 5 having a toric surface with
the principal ray is expressed as € (unit: degree, and the
counter-clockwise direction is adopted as the positive
direction), and the € corresponding to the maximum
image height (=0.5.f,) is expressed as €mg. FIG. 5
shows the relation between € and the image height in
the embodiment shown in Tables 1-(a)-(d). FIG. 6
shows the relation between € and the image height in
the embodiment shown in Tables 12-(a)~(d). FIG. 7
shows the relation between € and the image height in
the embodiment shown in Tables 13-(a)-(d).

As shown in FIGS. 5 and 7, in the embodiments
shown in Tables 1 and 13, as the image height becomes
greater, € also increases. That is, as the incidence angle
of view is increased, the r3' surface of the lens 5 having
a toric surface comes to have a stronger power for the
light beam in the cross-section containing the principal
ray and perpendicular to the deflecting surface, as com-
pared with the case of the on-axial ray. This, coupled
with the effect of the r3 surface of the lens § having a
toric surface, is convenient to the correction of the
curvature of image field for causing the light beam
deflected in said cross-section to form a good imaging
spot on the scanned medium 6, and the entire optical
system subsequent to the deflecting surface has a strain
characteristic which effects equal speed scanning on the
scanned surface in the plane parallel to the deflecting
surface and the effect of correcting the fall-down in the
cross-section perpendicular to the deflecting surface. In
the embodiment shown in Table 12, the value of € is
substantially in the vicinity of 0° as shown in FIG. 6. In
this embodiment, when the effective F No.=60 in the
plane parallel to the deflecting surface, the spherical
aberration equals —0.00037.f, and, when the image
height equals 0.5.f,, the astigmatism equals —0.11f,
and L.LN.=1.4, where L.LN. is an amount represent-
ing linearity, which in turn is represented by linearity =
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(y’ is the image height). Also, in the cross-section per-
pendicular to the deflecting surface, when the effective
F No.=100, the spherical aberration equals —0.0061.1,
and when the image height equals 0.5-f5, the astigma-
tism equals —0.003-f,. As shown in Table 12-(b), the
difference between Sy in the plane parallel to the de-
flecting surface and Sy in the cross-section perpendicu-
lar to the deflecting surface is 0.0434.f,. Accordingly, in
this embodiment, in the plane parallel to the deflecting
surface and the cross-section perpendicular to the de-
flecting surface, the performance as the scanning optical
system of the present invention is considerably aggra-
vated but is near the diffraction limit. In this embodi-
ment, {5/13=—2.04 as shown in Table 12-(d).

FIG. 8A shows the shape of the lens of the Table 1
embodiment in the plane parallel to the deflecting sur-
face, and FIG. 8B shows the shape of the lens of the
same embodiment in the cross-section perpendicular to
the deflecting surface. FIG. 9A illustrates the aberra-
tions in the same embodiment in the plane parallel to the
deflecting surface, and FIG. 9B illustrates the aberra-
tions in the same embodiment in the cross-section per-
pendicular to the deflecting surface.

FIG. 10A shows the shape of the lens of the Table 13
embodiment in the plane parallel to the deflecting sur-
face, and FIG. 10B shows the shape of the lens of the
same embodiment in the cross-section perpendicular to
the deflecting surface. FIG. 11A illustrates the aberra-
tions in the same embodiment in the plane parallel to the
deflecting surface, and FIG. 11B illustrates the aberra-
tions in the same embodiment in the cross-section per-
pendicular to the deflecting surface. |

In FIGS. 9A and 9B and FIGS. 11A and 11B, as
shown in the columns S, of those of the Tables which
are given the suffix (b), the distance from the last sur-
face (the r4 or r4’ surface) of the single lens 5 having a
toric surface to the Gaussian image plane differs in the
respective planes.

In view of the embodiments of the present invention
shown in Tables 1-19, if, in the plane parallel to the
deflecting surface, the relation between the deflector
side curvature radius r3 of the single lens $ having a
toric surface and the scanned medium side curvature
radius rq4 of said lens § is |

1/3>1/r4,

and in said plane, the deflector side curvature radius r3
of the single lens 5 is in the relation that |

Jp/r3> 2.1

to the total focal length f, of the scanning lens system in
said plane, and the relation between the focal length fo
of the composite system comprising the spherical single
lens 4 and the single lens § having : toric surface in the
plane parallel to the deflecting su~face and the focal
length f, of said composite system in the cross-section
perpendicular to the deflecting surface is

3.0<fp/fy=5.0,

and the relation between the focal length f/71 of the
single lens 5 having a toric surface in the plane paralle}
to the deflecting surface and the focal length f7 of the
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single lens § in the cross-section perpendicular to the
deflecting surface 1S

JT/7fr <13.0,

then the scanning optical system of the present inven-
tion has, in the plane parallel to the deflecting surface, a
strain characteristic which effects equal speed scanning
on the scanned medium 6 and, in the cross-section per-
pendicular to the deflecting surface, the effect of cor-
recting fall-down.

In the foregoing description, the sign of the curvature
radius 1s positive when the curvature is convex toward
the deflector and negative when the curvature is con-

cave toward the deflector.

Description will now be made of the position of the
beam spot on the scanned medium in the scanning opti-
cal system according to the present invention.

FIG. 12 is a developed view of the cross-section
along the light beam in a direction perpendicular to the
deflecting surface of FIG. 1. In FIG. 1, the light beam
emitted from the light source device 11is linearly imaged
near the deflecting-reflecting surface 3a by the linear
image forming system 2, and is further imaged at the
position 6a on the scanned medium 6 by the composite
system comprising the spherical single lens 4 and the
lens § having a toric surface. Next, when the linear
image forming system 2 is parallel-moved to a position
2" indicated by broken line, that is, when the linear
image forming system 2 is moved in a direction orthog-
onal to the optical axis and orthogonal to the lengthwise
direction of the linear image, the light beam passed
through the linear image forming system 2 varies as
indicated by broken lines and is imaged at the position
66 on the scanned medium 6. That is, by the linear
image forming system 2 being moved in the direction
orthogonal to the optical axis and orthogonal to the
lengthwise direction of the linear image, the Imaging
position, namely, the scanning line position, on the
scanned medium 6 can be simply adjusted. FIGS. 13
and 14 show embodiments of the device for adjusting
the above-described scanning line position.

In FIG. 13, the direction indicated by arrow A is the
direction orthogonal to the optical axis of the linear
image forming system 2 and orthogonal to the length-
wise direction of the linear image. The linear image
forming system 2 is made immovable in any other direc-
tion than the direction of arrow A by a frame 10 and
further, the-linear image forming system 2 is biased
downwardly in the direction of arrow A by a spring 11.

Accordingly, by inserting or removing an adjust plate
12 of a suitable thickness between a base 13 and the
underside of the linear image forming system 2, any
desired amount of parallel movement in the direction of
arrow A can be imparted to the linear image forming
System 2 to enable the adjustment of the scanning line
position to be simply accomplished. In the embodiment
of FIG. 14, the linear image forming system 2 is fixed to
a moving frame 14 which in turn is fitted to a base bed |
15 at a groove 14'. Accordingly, as in the embodiment
of FIG. 13, the linear image forming system 2 is re-
stricted in movement in any other direction than the
direction of arrow A. In the base bed 18, there is a feed
screw 16 which is threadably coupled to a nut 17 fixed
to the moving frame 14. Therefore, by rotating a
threaded thumb 18, the linear image forming system can
be moved as desired in the direction of arrow A to
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enable the adjustment of the scanning line position to be
accomplished.

FIG. 15 shows an embodiment in which the scanning

optical system according to the present invention is
applied to a laser beam printer. In FIG. 15, a laser beam
osclillated by a laser oscillator 21 is directed via a mirror
22 to the entrance opening of a modulator 23. After
subjected to the modulation of an information signal to
be recorded by the modulator 23, the laser beam forms
a linear image orthogonal to the rotational axis of a
deflector 25, near the deflecting-reflecting surface of
the deflector, by a linear image forming system 24 com-
prising, for example, a cylindrical lens. The beam de-
flected by the deflector 25 is imaged on a photosensitive
drum 27 by an imaging lens system 26 comprising the
- spherical single lens 264 and the toric single lens 265 and
scans over the photosensitive drum 27 at an equal speed.
Designated by 28 is a first corona charger, and denoted
by 29 1s an AC corona discharger. These form a part of
the electrophotographic process.

The laser oscillator 21 may be a light source device
comprising a self-modulatable semiconductor laser and
a beam shaping optical system which corrects the cross-
sectional shape of the laser beam from the semiconduc-
tor laser and which makes the laser beam into an afocal
light. o

In the above-described application, the light beam
incident on the spherical single lens 26z in the plane
parallel to the deflecting surface need not always be a
parallel light but may be a divergent light or a conver-
gent light, and the purpose of causing the light beam to
~ be imaged near the reflecting surface of the deflector 25
in the cross-section perpendicular to the deflecting sur-
face can be readily accomplished by the light source
device 21 comprising a light source and a condenser
device and the linear image formation apparatus 24.

Also, in the above-described application, where a
light source like a semiconductor laser in which the
angle of light emission differs in two orthogonal planes
1s used as the light source device 21, even if a rotatable
symmetrical optical system is used as the linear image
forming system 24 by utilizing the fact that the light
emitting source points in said two orthogonal planes
differ (because this is equivalent to the fact that the
object point has an astigmatic difference in said two
orthogonal planes), it is also possible to cause the light
beam to be imaged near the reflecting surface of the
deflector 25 in the cross-section perpendicular to the
deflecting surface and to cause a divergent light or a
convergent light to be incident on the spherical single
lens 264 in the plane parallel to the deflecting surface.

What we claim is: o

1. A scanning optical system having a fall-down cor-
recting function, comprising:

a hght source portion; |

a first imaging optical system for linearly imaging the
hght beam from said light source portion;

a deflector having its deflecting-reflecting surface
near the linear image formed by said first imaging
optical system; and |

a second imaging optical system disposed between
said deflector and a medium to be scanned, having
means for making constant the moving velocity of
a light beam spot on said medium, and comprising,
in succession from the deflector side, a spherical
single lens and a single lens having a toric surface,
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said toric surface having its curvature radius, in the
deflecting surface formed by the light beam de-
flected by said deflector, greater than its curvature
radius in the plane orthogonal to the deflecting
surface, said single lens having a toric surface hav-
Ing a positive refractive power and comprising a
surface having a negative refractive power on the
deflector side and a surface having a positive re-
fractive power on the medium side, in a cross-sec-
tion containing the optical axis of said spherical
single lens and perpendicular to the deflecting sur-
face, said single lens having a toric surface further
satisfying (1/r3)>(1/rs), where r3 is the curvature
radius of the deflector side surface thereof in said
deflecting surface and r4 is the curvature radius of
the scanned medium side surface thereof in said
deflecting surface. *

2. A scanning optical system according to claim 1,
wherein in said deflecting surface, the curvature radius
r3 of the deflector side surface of said single lens having
a toric surface satisfies (fp/r3)> —2.1 with respect to
the focal length f, of said second imaging optical system
in said deflecting surface.

3. A scanning optical system according to claim 1,
wherein the focal length fr of said lens having a toric
surface in said deflecting surface satisfies (f7/f 7)< 13.0
with respect to the focal length ' 7of said lens having a
toric surface in a plane perpendicular to said deflecting
surface and containing the optical axis of said spherical
single lens. |

4. A scanning optical system according to claim 1,
wherein the focal length £, of said second imaging opti-
cal system in a plane parallel to the deflecting surface
and the focal length f, in a plane perpendicular to the
deflecting surface satisfies 3.0 < (fo/f,)=5.0.

S. A scanning optical system according to claim 1,
wherein said spherical single lens is a meniscus lens
having a concave surface facing toward the deflector.

6. A scanning optical system according to claim 1,
wherein said light source portion includes a laser beam
generator, and said first imaging optical system is an
anamorphic optical system, the medium to be scanned
including a photosensitive medium.

7. A scanning optical system having a fall-down cor-
recting function, comprising:

a light source portion;

a deflector for deflecting the light beam from said
light source portion in a predetermined direction:

a scanned medium scanned by the light beam de-
flected by said deflector;

a first imaging optical system disposed between said
light source portion and said deflector for linearly
imaging the light beam from said light source por-
tion near the deflecting-reflecting surface of said
deflector, said first imaging optical system having
means for moving the position of the light beam
spot on said scanned medium in a direction orthog-
onal to the scanning direction of the light beam on
sald scanned medium; and

a second i1maging optical system disposed between
said deflector and said scanned medium and com-
prising, in succession from the deflector side, a
spherical single lens and a single lens having a toric
surface.
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