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PORTABLE FABRIC DISPLAY BOOTH
ASSEMBLY

Basic standards and rails are supplied by exhibition
hall operators who rent exhibition space to various
companies for display of their goods. Since, In many
cases, it is necessary to hire artisans, either supplied by
the exhibition hall management, or outside contractors
to both install and disassemble exhibition booths, this
procedure becomes expensive, as well as time consum-
ing. A new system has been devised in which one per-
son, using no tools, can install a fabric booth or back-
ground unit on any basic standard and rail system sup-
plied by exhibition halls to form booth enclosures and
upon which displays and other accessories can be af-
fixed.

It is a feature of the present invention to provide a
portable fabric booth assembly that is extremely light in
weight and can be set up by one person using no tools.

It is a further feature of the present invention to com-
plement the basic fabric booth assembly with selective
options, such as lighting, headers, product mounting
systems, and varied configurations permitting expanded
display areas with display shelves and graphics. The
options are specifically designed to be weight-efficient,
and can be customized for each customer’s specific
requirements.

The invention features zippered sleeves which fit
over the upright standards, and additionally may be
inserted over the side posts of a three-sided exhibition
booth. The sheet fabric is held taut by sleeves consti-
tuted of fabric having good stretching qualities together
with zipper closure devices. |

A further feature of the present invention is the utili-
zation of an expandable locking pole, extending hori-
zontally, and adapted to be held in pockets in each of
the sleeves over the upright standards. This arrange-
ment permits the main back sheet to be held in a taut
position.

It is a further feature of the present invention to make
the fabric display assembly of various sizes and configu-
rations, depending upon the customer’s requirements.
All of the display assemblies are completely portable
and can be handled by one person, both in the installa-
tion and in the disassembly.

In order that the invention will be more clearly un-
derstood, it will now be disclosed in greater detail with
reference to the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the fabric display
booth assembly in accordance with the teachings of the
present invention.

FIG. 2 is another perspective view showing the unit
of FIG. 1, but from the rear thereof.

FIG. 3 is a partial sectional view of the unit taken
along the lines 3—3 of FIG. 2.

FIG. 4 is another partial sectional view of the display
unit along the lines 4—4 of FIG. 2.

FIG. 5 is an enlarged sectional view taken along
thelines 5—5 of FIG. 2.

FIG. 6 is a partial sectional view of the side rail posts
taken along the lines 6—6 of FIG. 2, and

FIG. 7 is an enlarged view taken along the lines 7—7
of FIG. 2.

Referring to FIG. 1, the fabric display booth assem-
bly referred to generally by the numeral 10 is shown as
three-sided, however it should be understood that the
configuration may be in the alternative, a single fabric
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backdrop, or a series of interconnected joining booths,
or a back or back booths, as well as other configura-
tions.

In exhibition halls vertical standards 12 and 14 are
provided by the management, as well as side posts 16
and 18. In the past it was common to merely drape
material over the rails 20, 22 and 24 of the standard
exhibition booth or support rigid back board there-
against. However, this previous arrangement was unsat-
isfactory inasmuch as it was unprofessional looking, and
also, in some cases, did not provide a rigid structure for
customizing the exhibits so that lighting, shelving, head-
ers, and other types of weighty objects could be sus-
pended from the rear and side walls thereof. The pres-
ent assembly utilizes a pair of slidable sleeves 26 and 28
which are inserted over the upright vertical standards
12 and 14, as well as short sleeves 30 and 32 which are
inserted over the wide posts 16 and 18, respectively.
The construction of the sleeves is typified by the en-
larged view of sleeve 28 shown in FIG. 7.

The sleeve shown in FIG. 7 is provided with longitu-
dinal zippers 34, 36 and 29 which are spaced approxi-
mately 90° apart. The zipper 34 is the main zipper for
holding the entire sleeve 28 on the upright standard 14,
while the zipper 36 is a short closure device or a half
zipper extending less than half way up the front sleeve
14. The closure member for zipper 36 will be described
hereinafter. The description relating to the sleeve 28 for
upright standard 14 applies equally as well to the sleeve
26 for upright standard 12.

The side posts 16 and 18 are connected to upright
standards 12 and 14, respectively by side rails 22 and 24,
as seen in FIGS. 1 and 2. Side rail sheets 40 and 42 are
attached to side rails 22 and 24, respectively. One side
edge is provided with a zipper 44 which i1s attached to
a closure element 46 on the short sleeve 30 inserted over
side post 16, while the side edge of side rail sheet 42 is
provided with a zipper 48 attached to closure element
50 on the short sleeve 32 inserted over side post 18. As
mentioned hereinbefore, the zipper 36 is a short closure
device on slidable sleeves 26 and 28 which coacts with
complementary zipper devices on each of the side edges
of the side rail sheets 40 and 42, respectively adjacent to
said vertical standards 12 and 14.

With the exhibition booth partly assembled as de-
scribed hereinbefore, the upper part of the main sheet 54
is passed over the rail 20 so that the free end of said
sheet rests on the rear side of said sheet, as clearly seen
in FIGS. 1, 2, 4 and 5. The marginal edge 56 of the sheet
54 is provided with an elongated looped pocket or
sleeve 58 through which an expandable pole 60 is lo-
cated. Also provided in the marginal edge 56 are hand
hold openings 62. Finally, a pull strap 65 is attached to
the expandable pole 60 and extends vertically behind
the main sheet 54. As seen in FIG. §, the horizontal and
expandable pole 60 is slid through the sleeve 58 until the
ends thereof enter pockets 64 and 66 which are affixed
to the slidable sleeves 26 and 28, respectively. When the
pole 60 is in the required position, it is held in the ex-
panded condition by means of a locking arrangement
(not shown). Furthermore, the sleeve 58 is provided
with a pressure-engaging, separable tab 68 which 1s
adapted to be affixed to a pressure-engaging fabric strip
70 on the corresponding slidable sleeve. The tab 68 and
strip 70 may take the form of separable fastener means,
such as fasteners manufactured under the registered
trademark VELCRO. The same arrangement occurs
with respect to corresponding slidable sleeve 28. In this
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manner, the main sheet 54 is held in both horizontal and
vertical tension, thereby providing a taut backdrop for
an exhibition booth, which additionally has sufficient
strength to support other objects, such as lighting units,
shelving and header arrangements. The main sheet 54 is
affixed on its side marginal edges to adjacent sleeves 26
and 28 on upright standards 12 and 14, respectively.
The zipper closure devices 27 and 29 connect the
sleeves to the main sheet. Thus, when all the closure
zippers are in their closed position the main rear sheet
54 1s attached to the vertical standards 12 and 14, while
the side rail sheets are attached to the side posts 16 and
18, as well as the vertical standards 12 and 14 to form a
three-sided exhibition booth. Although a three-sided
booth 1s shown it should be evident that other types of
configurations can be assembled within the teachings of
the present invention.

A series of additional pressure-engaging, separable
strips may be utilized in the present arrangement, for
example, separable fastening strips 72 may be used as
cover flaps for the tops of vertical standards 12 and 14.

In order to install applicant’s fabric display unit func-
tioning as a hanging fabric exhibition booth delineator,
the following procedure is followed: The side rails 22
and 24 are removed from the respective vertical stan-
dards 12 and 14. The sleeves of the side rail sheets 40
and 42 are slid over the respective side rail rods
whereby the side rail sheets 40 and 42 hang down-
wardly. The zippers 36 on the slidable sleeves 26 and 28
that are slipped over the upright vertical standards 12
and 14 are zipped to the closure elements 52 on the side
rail sheets 40 and 42, respectively. The Velcro mast
cover flaps 72 are pulled over the top of the mast and
pressed into place on the back of the sleeves 24 and 26.
The expandable locking pole 60 is slid through the
sleeve or pocket 58. The pull strap 65 is thrown over the
top rail from the front of the booth and the same is
pulled down in the rear thereof. Thereafter, the Velcro
straps 68 are temporarily pressed into position in respec-
tive pockets 64 and 66. Next the main rear sheet 54 is
attached to the sleeves 26 and 28 by means of comple-
mentary zipper devices 27 and 29. Thereafter, the lock-
ing pole 60 is expanded into the lock pockets 64 and 66
to provide horizontal tension. Finally, pole 60 is pulled
downwardly to provide vertical tension. When the pole
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Is under tension in the respective pockets 64 and 66, the
Velcro tabs 68 can be affixed finally on complementary
pressure-engaging strips 70.

Although one embodiment of the present invention
has been disclosed and described, it will thus be appar-
ent that variations and modifications may be made
therein without departing from the spirit and scope of
the invention as defined in the following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A portable fabric display booth assembly for at
least partially enclosing an area defined by a pair of
spaced posts and a pair of spaced standards having side
and back railings respectively comprising: each of said
posts and standards being provided with a sleeve having
a first closure member for closing and opening said
sleeve and a second closure member, a pair of flat fabric
pieces each having closure members on opposite ends
thereof which are adapted to be supported by respec-
tive side railings and to be interconnected with respec-
tive closure members on said respective post and stan-
dard to form side fabric panels, a main flat rear fabric
piece supported by the back railing and having closure
members at opposite ends thereof for Interconnecting
with the closure members on the sleeves on said spaced
standards to form the back fabric panel of said display
booth, a marginal top edge of said main flat rear fabric
piece having an elongated sleeve coextensive therewith,
an expandable pole in said elongated sleeve, and pockets
located on the rear of each sleeve on said standards to
hold the ends of said pole when said top of said flat
fabric piece is drawn over the back railing to thereby
hold said main piece in a taut condition.

2. The assembly as claimed in claim 1 wherein said

‘closure members are zippers.

3. The assembly as claimed in claim 1 further com-
prising fabric strips and corresponding pressure-engag-
ing fabric tabs for holding the ends of said expandable
pole in the respective pockets.

4. The assembly as claimed in claim 1 further com-
prising a plurality of spaced hand-holds in said marginal
edge of the main flat rear fabric piece.

3. The assembly as claimed in claim 4 further com-
prising a pull strap located in one of said hand-holds and

being secured to said expandable pole.
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