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L
GOLF PUTTER WITH ALIGNNIENT- *’SYS-TEM

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This invention is directed to an lmpmvement in goif )

clubs and has particular apphcatlon to the club known
commonly as the putter. More speclﬁcally, the inven-
tion resides in a sighting and ahgnment system associ-
ated primarily. with the putter head. It will become
apparent to those skilled in the art that the invention
may be incorporated i in golf clubs other than the putter,
and it may selectwely be incorporated in other striking
devices employed in other sports such as, for example,
croguet mallets and the hke

DESCRIPTION OF THE PRIOR ART

A number of prmr art devices are known in whlch
heads of golf clubs are provided with aligning systems
and sighting devices. Many of these are subject to the
problem that the putter head itself is curved or rounded
on its bottom surface so that any sighting system pro-
vided has little usefulness. An example of this type of
head, associated with an alignment system, is shown and
described in.U.S. Pat. No. 3,880,430 issued on Apr. 29,
1975 to T. R. McCabe for “Golfer Club Including Ind:-
cators for Aligning Golfers Head Relative thereto?.

- An additional putter alignment or sighting system 1s
shown and described in U.S. Pat. No. 4,043,562 issued

on Aug. 23, 1977 to B. G. Schlllmgton for “Putter

Alignment Sight”. Here again the alignment system, its
operability and effectiveness are all severely himited
since the putter head itself has a curved bottom which
impedes and obstructs the usefulness of the sighting
system itself.

A further golf club head with alignment system is
shown and described in U.S. Pat. No. 1,291,967 issued
to A. MacDougall for “Gold Club Head”. The system
there shown again is without effective operability be-
cause of the curved lower surface of the head and be-
cause of the lack of a two dimensional lineup device for
the head.

A still further face aligning golf club arrangement is
shown in U.S. Pat. No. 3,328,032 issued on June 27,
1967 to S. M. Griswold for “Golf Club With Face
Aligning and Orienting Means”. Here again the dis-
closed aligning system is not operative because of the
curved nature of the bottom of the putter head itself and
for other reasons which will become apparent because
of the curved face of the striking surface.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In one embodiment of the invention, there is pro-
vided a putter having a vertical slot and a lower,
spaced, angled flourescent painted surface to insure
proper positioning of the eyes and head when setting up
a putt. When the putter head is grounded, the only way
the painted, angled surface can be seen by the putter is
when he has his head positioned directly over the slot.

This also means that his eyes must be positioned directly

over the line of the putt. |

In an alternate embodiment of the invention, etther a
single wvertical hole alignable with a flourescently
painted, angled surface can be used as a sighting aid.

Alternately, a series of vertical holes falling on a line

perpendicular to the putter head face and likewise align-
able with a flourescently painted, angled surface may be
used for sighting.
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- BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

- FIG. 1 1is a top plan view of a putter head with an
ahgmnent system 1ncorp0rat1ng a vertical slot;
FIG 21is a rear elevatlonal view of the device of FIG.

.1‘

" FIG.3isa _longitudmal sectional view taken along
the section line 3—3 of ¥FIG. 1;
FIG. 4 is a cross sectional view taken along the sec-

tion line 4—4 of FIG. 2;

FIG. 5 is a side elevational view taken along the line
5—5 of FiG. 2.

FIG. 6 is a side elevational view of FIG. § taken

along the line 6—6 and showing the striking face of the

putter head;
FIG. 7 is a top plan view of a putter head showing an
alternate embodiment for a sighting system;

- FIG. 8 is also a top plan view showing a still further
embodiment of a sighting system using a plurality of
vertical holes; and

FIG. 9 1s a rear elevational view of the device of FIG.
8 showing further details of 1ts alignment system.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
| EMBODIMENTS

Referring now to FIGS. 1 and 2, these show the basic

structure ‘of one embodiment of my invention in which

the sighting system includes a perfectly oriented slot 20.
Slot 20 is preferably a rectangular cross sectional con-

figuration, and extends vertically through a central

raised aligning portion 21 of the putter head 22. The
putter head 22 includes a flat striking face 24. A socket
26 is further incorporated at the upper surface of the
putter head 22 for receiving the base of a golf shaft 28.
The shaft 28 is normally bent to allow for offset and to
allow the golfer to lean over the putting head with an
unobstructed view of it. Also shown 1 FIGS. 2 and 4 1s
the detail of the vertical slot 20 and a lower positioned
angled surface 32 which preferably i1s painted with a
flourescent painf to assist in sighting and alignment.
This surface 32 is positioned at an angle to the plane of
the slot.

Also included in the putter head 22 are a pair of ma-
chined out portions 34 which are used for selectively
adjusting the overall weight of the putter head and
capped by caps 36 as shown in FIG. 2. If 1t 1s desired to
add additional weights to the putter head, this can be
done by including weights in the cut out portions 34.
Also shown in FIGS. 2, 4, and 6 is the flat lower surface
40 of the putter head 22. Also included in the putter
head 22 is a flat top portion or planar top face parallel to
the flat lower surface 40. It is important to the operation
of the alignment system in my invention that the lower
surface of the putter head be flat to insure the operabil-
ity of the overall system. The flat surface preferably
extends in a planar direction normal to the striking
surface 24 of the putter head 22 and also extends
throughout the bottom portion of the head 22 as best
shown in FIGS. 2 and 5.

For convenience in manufacture, a central recess 42
is provided in the putter head 22 so that there is a cut
out portion between the lower end of the vertical slot 20
and the slanted painted surface 32. This will allow for
relative movement between the head of the golfer and
the putter head 22 in making the initial alignment before
putting.

FIG. 7 shows an alternate embodiment of my inven-
tion in which a single vertically oriented opening 50 is
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used in place of the vertical slot 20 of the FIG. 1 em-
bodiment. The same lower painted surface 32 is pro-
vided in the putter head 22 also on a plane slanted with
respect to the plane of the vertical hole 50. Thus, align-
ment is achieved by looking downwardly through the
vertical opening 50 in substantially the same way as
through the vertical slot 20. A still further embodiment
of my invention essentially similar to the one shown in
FIG. 7, is set forth in FIGS. 8 and 9. In this case, a

plurality of vertically oriented openings 52 are used in

place of the single opening 50 of the FIG. 7 embodi-

10

ment. The openings 52 fallon a line perpendlcular to the

putter striking face 24. In a like manner, there is pro-
vided a flourescent painted reflective surface 32 below.
The relative sizing between the openings 52 and the
reflective surface 32 is indicated. It will be understood
 that basic operation of the alignment system is the same

for the several embodiments of my putter head which

are disclosed.

‘It will thus be seen that I have prcwded by my inven-

tion an improved putter head which incorporates the

basic elements of an allgnment system that virtually |
assures one of achieving the proper set up in putt line

visualization required for properly stroking the: ball.

The alignment system is one easy to learn and easy tc |

use under most field conditions.

- I claim: | |
1. A putter head and allgnment system, ccmpnsmg

15

4

a substantially flat stnkmg face and a substantially flat
rear surface; -
a flat bottom portion and a ﬂat top pcrtrcn
a central portion elevated relative to said top portion,
said central portion having a front portion substan-
tially flush with said striking face and a rear portion
substantially flush with said rear surface, said cen-
tral pcrtlcn having at least one vertical sighting
§ cpemng extendmg therethrough, said at least one
‘opening lying in a plane at a right angle to the plane
- of said striking face, said central portion havmg an

- angled central cut-out portion thereby spacing the
 lower end of said opening from the bottom surface
of said central portion, said bottom surface com-

- prising a slanted, planar reflective surface that is
- angularly oriented with respect to said opening.
2 The combination as set forth in claim 1 wherein

said reflectwe surface 1is ccvered thh a fluorescent

~paint.
20
 said opening 1s a slot havmg a rectangular configura-

3. The ccmbmatlcn as set forth in claun 1 wherein

tlcn
4. The ccmbmatlcn as set forth in clalm 1 wherein

~ said putter head includes a pair of end portions on oppo-
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site sides of the raised central portion, each such end
portion having a capped cut-out pcrtlcn for weight

adjustment.
5. The ccmblaatlcn as set fcrth in claim 1 wherein

L_sald opening comprises a plurality of aligned and spaced

apart vertically oriented openings.
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