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577 . ABSTRACT

A housing i1s mounted on a base and formed with an
open-topped depression adapted to receive a baby to be
weighed. Weighing means and weight-indicating means
are provided, which are responsive to a weight applied
to said housing. The housing has two side walls, which

define said depression on opposite sides thereof and

each of which has at its top a continuous grip flange and
is formed under said grip flange with an opening which

together with said grip flange constitutes a carrying
“handle and 1s defined by a sparlike grip portlon formed

by said grip flange.

10 Claims, 5 Drawing Figures
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1
BABY SCALE -

This invention relates to a baby scale comprising a

scale housing which has upright side walls defining a
trough. In such baby scales in which the housing consti-
tutes also the table of the scale formed at the top with a
trough, problems' arise which relate to the transporta-
tion of the scale and the quiet position of the baby, who
tries to find a hold.
. -It 1s an object of the invention so to design the above-
mentioned baby scale that it can-be transported without
the need for a hand reaching under: the scale’ housing
and that the baby can find a better hold. '

- In accordance with the invention this object' 1$ ac-
complished in that each side wall has at its-top a contin-
uous grip flange and under the grip flange is formed
with an opening, which together with the grip flange
constitutes a carrying handle and is defined by a sparlike
handle portions formed by: the grip flange. The small
‘hands of the baby can embrace to a certain extent the
sparlike handle portions so that-he or she is steadied in
his or her lying or seated position.: Besides, the openings

on both sides.can receive both hands of a person carry-— |

mg the scale. - | L |

- The length of each 0pemng 1S sultably about 3 of the
length of the depression:'With that length of each open-
1ng, a seated or lying baby can grip the sparlike handle
portions. Because the Opening 1s arranged in the middle,
the baby will find a hold in the middle portlon of the
trough.

In a preferred embodiment the side walls defining the
trough have preferably in the middle portion of their
length an upward extension formed with an opening.
This will facilitate the gripping. In particular, the baby
is induced to find a hold in the middle portion of the
trough.

The openings may extend through the side walls or
the upward extensions thereof. In particularly preferred
embodiments, the openings consist of embossed recesses
formed in the walls or upward extensions near the top
edge thereof. In that case the walls or extensions will
remain unapertured to that the cleaning of the scale will
be facilitated.

In preferred embodiments the openings have edge
portions beside the top and vertical portions of the
upward extensions. As a result, the vertical portions of
the upward extensions constitute sparlike handle por-
tions to be embraced by the baby, particularly when he
or she i1s lying.

‘The openings consist suitably of outwardly open
recesses, which are formed in the walls or upward ex-
tensions and extend over a substantial part of the height
of the side walls. In that case the trough has a smooth
wall portion that is free from openings so that cleaning
will be further facilitated and the sparlike handle por-
tions can be particularly conveniently embraced by the
fingers of the baby from the outside. The height of the
recesses may exceed the depth of the bowl; this will
facilitate the use of the recess as carrying handles. The
top edge of the recesses is suitably spaced from the top
of a grip flange formed by a wall or upward extension
by a distance which is substantially as large as the width
of the top edge of the wall or upward extension. This
will result in an ergonomically desirable design.

The mvention will be explained hereinafter with ref-

erence to two desirable embodiments shown by way of
example on the drawings, in which

10

'and

2

FIG. 11is an end view showing a baby scale,
FIG. 2 is a side elevation showing the scale of FIG. 1,
FIG. 3 1s an end" view showmg another embodiment

of a baby scale, °

FIG.4isa su:le elevatlon showmg the scale of FIG 3,

FIG. 5 i IS a tOp plan VIEW showmg the scale of FIG
3.

The housmg of the baby scale shown in FIG. 1 an’d 2
constitute also the vertically movable table of the scale

- and extends close to the surface on which a base 2 of the
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scale is supported. The housing is formed with a bowl 3,
which is defined by side walls 4,5, which at their top

constitute: continuous: grip flanges 7, 6, on which the
baby can support him- or herself.

- Each side wall 4 or 5 is formed on the outside with an
outwardly open opening or recess 8 or 9 having a height
that is ' more than one-half of the hei ght of the wall 4 or
d. One of the recesses is- prowded in 1ts lower portion
with -the mdlcatlng field 10. The top edge 11 or 12 of

-each recess is close to the top of the grip ﬂange 6, 7 of

the respective ‘'wall 4 or 5 so that there 1s a sparlike
handle portion 13 or 14 near each recess.

It 1s apparent from FIG. 2 that each opening 8 or 9
extends over about § of the length of the housmg in the

‘middle portion of that length.

‘The same reference characters dare used for the hous-

~ing and the walls in FIGS. 1, 2and 3to §5.

The trough 15 shown in FIGS. 3 to 5 differs from the
trough 3 of FIGS. 1 and 2 by having a flat bottom
extending throughout the length of the housing. This
feature can be adopted particularly if the walls 4, 5 are
provided on the outside with openings, 16, 17, which
are defined by sparlike handle portions 18, 19 in the
middle region. In the embodiment shown in FIGS. 3 to
S, these sparlike handle portions are particularly pro-
nounced because each wall 4, 5 has in the middle por-
tions of its length an upward extension 20 or 21 so that
the top flanges have an ipward extension too, which
induces the baby to find a hold thereon. The depth of
the recesses 16, 17 increases downwardly so that they
can be gripped conveniently when the scale is to be
moved to a different position or to be transported.

An indicating field is shown by way of example at 22.

The longitudinal direction of each opening 16 or 17 is
parallel to the longitudinal direction of the scale so that
there are sparlike handle portions also at the substan-
tially vertical portions 23, 24 of the upward extensions
20,21.

The base 2 which carries the trough 3 or 15 so that 1t
can move in response to the weight applied thereto
contains a weighing system of known type, which is
diagrammatically indicated at 25. Uprights 26, 27, 28.
29, 30, 31 rise from that weighing system and carry the
trough 3 or 15. The uprights are carried by the weigh-
Ing system and are verttcally movable. If the weighing
system consists of a spring scale mechanism, the up-
rights may be supported by leaf springs 32, 33, which
are diagrammatically indicated in FIG. 3 and at one end
are clamped m a fixed position relative to the base 2 and
the other end support the uprights 29 to 31. The deflect-
able ends of the leaf springs are connected by a linkage
34, which engages an indicating device 36 of the weigh-
ing system 25. The indicating device ig connected by a
transfer link 37 to a pointer 38, which is movable under

the indicating field 22, which is provided with a scale.

In accordance with FIGS. 1 and 2, the weighing
system 25 may have force pickups 39, 40, to which load
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is applied by the uprights 26 to 28; this will result.in a

voltage change in a known measuring system 41, which
belongs to the weighing system 25. A pointer mecha-
nism 42 is disposed under the indicating field 10 and is
- controlled by the measuring system 41 via a functional
link 43 to move a pointer 44 under a scale provided on
the indicating field 10.

Such weighing system and mdlcatlng systems are
known. I |

What is claimed is:

" 1.Ina baby scale comprlsmg a base a housing
- which is mounted on said base and formed with an

open-topped depression adapted to receive a baby

- to be weighed, and weighing means responsive to a

weight apphed to said housmg, |

the improvement residing in that said heusmg has

~ two side walls, which define said depression on

opposite sides thereof and each of which has at its

top a continuous grip flange and is formed under
said grip flange with an opening which together
with said grip flange constitutes a carrying handle
and 1s defined by a sparhke grlp portlon formed by
said grlp flange. - |

' 2. The improvement set forth in claim 1 wherem sald
depressmn consists of a trough. -

3. The 1mprovement set forth in claim 1, wherein
each of said openings has a length of about § of the
length of said depression. - -

4, The lmprovement set forth m clalm 1 wherem |
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sald opening in each of said side walls consists of an
embossed recess near the top of the side wall.

5. The mmprovement set forth in claim 1, wherein

each of said openings consists of an outwardly open

recess and extends over a major part of the height of the

respective side wall.

6. The improvement set forth in claim 1, wherem
each of said side walls has an upward extension formed
with at least part of said opening formed in said side
wall.

7. The improvement set forth in clalm 6, wherein sald |
upward extension of each of said side walls is disposed
in a middle portion of the length of said side wall.

8. The improvement set forth in claim 6, wherein said
opening in each of said side walls consists of an em-
bossed recess, which extends at. least in part in said
upward extension close to the top thereof. |
9. The improvement set forth in claim 6, wherein -
each of said upward extensions has a top portlon and

two rising side portlons and -
~each of said openings is defined by edge portlons

disposed closely below said top portion-and closely
beside said side portions. | |

10. The 1mprovement set forth in claim 6, wherem
each of said openings consists of an outwar;lly open
recess and extends into said upward extension and over
a major part of the height of the respective side wall at

said upward extension.
~ | E N T T T
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