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[57] ABSTRACT

A three-wheeled vehicle is provided to operate from a
source of power constituted by two batteries which
constitute approximately one-third of the weight of the
unloaded vehicle. The batteries are so positioned as to
locate the center of gravity of the vehicle relatively
low. The vehicle is provided with a superstructure
which is relatively light so that the center of the gravity
is not greatly affected thaereby. The superstructure pro-
vides protection for the passenger or passengers who
are sheltered thereby. The passengers arc seated at a
relatively high position relative to the ground traversed
so that they obtain a feeling of security and confidence
and can readily see because their relatively high posi-
tion with respect to other vehicles or obstacles in the
vicinity. The additional weight of the batteries is ac-
commodated by the provision of a compound braking
system consisting of mechanical and electro-magnetic
braking elements.

31 Claims, 25 Drawing Figures
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1

LIGHTWEIGHT ELECTRICALLY DRIVEN
THREE-WHEELED VEHICLE WITH LOW
CENTER OF GRAVITY AND LIGHTWEIGHT
SUPERSTRUCTURE INCLUDING IMPROVED
BRAKING SYSTEM

OTHER APPLICATIONS

This application 1s a continuation-in-part applicﬁticm
of application Ser. No. 963,282, filed Nov. 24, 1978,
now U.S. Pat. No. 4,237,965.

FIELD OF INVENTION

This invention relates to three-wheeled vehicles and
more particularly to three-wheeled vehicles preferably
driven by storage batteries and provided with a low
center of gravity so as to facilitate appropriate position-
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tend to elevate the center of gravity by adding weight at

a relatively high point.

An additional pmblem relatwe to the stability of
thr&a—whealed vehicles is that created by the different
situations of balance created in having either one or two
passengers aboard, especially if the seating is side by
stide. The invention addresses itself to this problem as
well.

‘The invention further comprises a series of mechani-
cal features intended generally fo lower the center of
gravity by reducing the weight of components located
at high points on the machine. One of these features is
the use of heavy electric storage hatteries whose weight
is used to adjust the center of gravity and which serve
also as the source of energy for the vehicle.

This use of electric storage batteries introduces a

~ further problem, that of providing sufficient energy

ing of the driver and passengers and particularly to

vehicles having lightweight superstructures which pro-
vide shelter without matenally affecting the center of

gravity.
BACKGROUND

‘Three-wheeled vehicle have long been used fm' auto-
motive transportation. Their use has been limited be-
cause of the problem of instability, for which reason
four-wheeled vehicles have become prevalent.

Certain specialized three-wheeled vehicles are used
today such as golf carts and delivery and other small

- utility vehicles, as well as three-wheeled motorcycles

used as sport vehicles. To increase stability, these vehi-
cles are generally built with a low center of gravity.
This is accomplished by the.use of small wheels and the
placement of passenger seating in a relatively low posi-
tion.

In the United States, Federal and local laws place
minimums on the diameter of wheels and on the dis-
tance of the seat from the ground. This limits the degree
of stability possible in the design of three-wheeled vehi-
cles. As a result, many commercially made three-
wheeled automobile wvehicles manufactured in this
country and in others are not legally usable on roads in
the U.S. Although many of these are made in and used
in Europe, they are not imported into the U.S. Those
made here are relegated to *“off road” use, or use by
governmental agencies such as police, which are per-
mitted to use vehicles which do not conform to these
regulations. Three-wheeled motorcycles are generally
used by experienced sport motorcycle drivers rather
than the average citizen. |
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Three-wheeled automotive vehicles pose an addi-

tional problem owing to their small size relative to the

size of the other cars on the roads they share. This is
that the driver and passengers do not feel safe or confi-
dent unless they are seated relatively high off the road.
To be seated low in traffic consisting of conventional

‘cars results in an insecure feeling, deriving most likely
from lack of ws:bthty on the part of the driver and the

knowledge that he is not cansmcuﬂus to other drivers.

55

The achievement of stability in three-wheeled vehicles

by the use of low seating and/or small wheels is limited
by the regulatory laws mentioned above and by the
need for the feeling of height on the part of the passen-
gers and driver.

The need to provide a covering for the passengers as

- protection against the weather complicates the problem

as a structure above the heads of the passengers will

65

storage capacity {0 offer enough range of driving be-
tween recharges of the batteries commensurate with
practical needs. Numerous electric vehicles exist today.
They consist of full sized four-wheeled electric automo-
biles weighing thousands of pounds, as well as smaller
three-wheeled vehicles used as off-road utility vehicles
or golf carts. Even these tend to weigh upward of sev-
eral thousand pounds. There are none used generally on
the road for regular transportation due to their general
impracticality concerning range, cost, utility, and stabil-
ity. These problems arise from the need tc supply en-
ergy storage capacity sufficient to move the weight of
the vehicle and its load by means of electric storage
batteries which themselves are 50 heavy as to contribute
substantially to the load. They also require heavier
chassis construction merely to support them.

It is an object of the invention {0 provide a unique
and improved vehicle which solves the above problems
by means of a series of mechanical arrangements which
deal simultaneously with the problems of stability, pas-

- senger placement, conformity to road statutes as well as

problems intrinsic in electric drive, such as energy stor-
age capacity power, and so forth.

A number of three-wheeled vehicles are known such
as, for example, disclosed in French Pat. No. 1,011,087,
and in U.S. Pat. No. 3,117,648. The vehicles shown in
the Landers U.S. Pat. No. 3,117,668 is an electrically

powered vehicle having interconnected power and

brake controls. This vehicle is provided with a chassis
having a driver’s compartment portion with speed and
braking controls being mounted on the chassis and
wheel mounting axle supports are secured to the for-
ward part of the chassis. A frame is pivotably connected
to an intermediate part of the chassis and extends along
the rear part thereof. A spring system supporis the rear
part of the chassis on the frame and a power unit
mounted on the frame comprises a sealed casing with a

differential therem. Wheel mounting axle members

project sidewardly from the differential through the
casing and are journaled in the frame. An electric motor
1s carried by the frame and powers one of two counter
shafts. A motor control device i1s mounted on the casing
with brake means being connected to the casing and
bemng mounted on the other counter shaft, there being
further provided actuating devices for the brake means
and a transmission in the casing interconnecting the
brake actuating device and the controls whereby the

‘speed of the electric motor is reduced in response to the

actustion of the brake.
French Pat. No. 1,142,921 and the Michael U.S. Pat.
No. 3,284,130 show windshields with the Michael pa-
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tent further showing what might be regarded as consti-
tuting a canopy. Specifically, the Michael patent dis-
closes a windshield and spray shield construction which
comprises an upright windshield frame with devices
securing the frame to an upper portion of the front end
of the main frame of a motorcycle. The construction
also includes devices defining a pair of support arms
projecting rearwardly and downwardly from opposite
side portions of the lower end portion of the windshield
frame. The main frame of the motorcycle includes for-
wardly and upwardly inclined forward portions from
whose upper end the front wheel assembly is pivotably
supported. An upstanding flexible spray shield is se-
cured between the aforesaid arms and is passed over the
torwardly and upwardly inclined portion of the main
frame. The support arms generally parallel the for-
wardly and upwardly inclined portion of the main
frame and are disposed forwardly of the upwardly in-
clined position.

The prior art fails to reveal a three-wheeled light-
weight vehicle with an advantageously positioned cen-
ter of gravity as i1s provided in accordance with the
invention and as will be discussed in greater detail here-
inafter.

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

[t is an object of the invention to provide an im-
proved three-wheeled vehicle.

It 1s another object of the invention to provide an
improved lightweight vehicle adapted for being pro-
pelled by electric power and particularly by one or
more storage batteries.

It 1s another object of the invention to make appropri-
ate use of the weight of the aforesaid storage batteries
tor purposes of defining and locating the center of grav-
ity of the improved vehicle of the invention in order to
provide for appropriate seating of the driver and/or
passengers of the vehicle.

It 1s still another object of the invention to provide for
appropriately advantageous seating of the driver and
passengers of the improved vehicle of the invention in
such manner that the driver and passengers are given a
particular sense of security and feeling of conspicuous-
ness so that a feeling of protection and safety is con-
veyed.

Yet another object of the invention is to provide an
improved weight distribution in three-wheeled vehicles
whereby passengers and drivers thereof may readily
percelve surrounding situations such as traffic and ha-
zards and the like for purposes of improved safety.

It 1s still another object of the invention to provide an
improved three-wheeled vehicle driven by electric
power or the like which is readily susceptible of coming
within the provisions of governmental regulations and
the like covering various safety and operational aspects
of motor vehicles and limiting the extent and purpose
for which such vehicles may be used.

Still another object of the invention is provide an
improved braking system to accommodate the utiliza-
tion of additional weight which is employed in the im-
proved vehicle of the invention for purposes of locating
the center of gravity.

It is still another object of the invention to combine
mechanical and electro-magnetic braking techniques to
provide an improved braking system of utilization in the
improved vehicle of the invention.

Still another object of the invention has to do with
the provision of a lightweight improved structure con-
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stituting a canopy for purposes of providing shelter for
drivers and passengers without substantially affecting
the advantageous location of the center of gravity
thereof.

In achieving the above and other objects of the inven-
tion, there is provided in accordance therewith a vehi-
cle comprising frame means adapted to support at least
one passenger (or driver), a source of power, three
wheels on and supporting said frame means for ground
traversing movement, and an electric motor coupled to
and driving at least one of said wheels and being cou-
pled to and driven by said source of power, said source
of power being located relatively low in said vehicle
and constituting a substantial portion of the weight of
the vehicle whereby to define for the vehicle a rela-
tively low center of gravity.

In accordance with the invention, the center of grav-
ity with the vehicle unloaded is no more than about 13
inches above the ground, or, in other words, is in the
approximate vicinity of the height of the vehicle sup-
porting wheel axles relative to the height thereof.

In accordance with a feature of the invention, passen-
ger seating is provided at a height of about 26-32 inches
above the ground, the center of gravity with the vehicle
carrying a passenger load of about 400 pounds being no
more than about 28 inches above the ground.

In accordance with a further feature of the invention,
the source of power of the vehicle includes a battery
pack constituting at least about one-third of the weight
of the unloaded vehicle, and being so positioned that the
center of gravity is located in accordance with the
aforegoing discussion thereof. The battery pack may
include one or two and possibly more lead-acid storage
batteries with the total weight of the battery pack being,
for example, about 110 pounds plus or minus 30 pounds.

In further accordance with features of the invention,
the three supporting wheels include two wheels ar-
ranged 1n parallel with each other and located to the
rear of the third or front of said wheels with the battery
pack being located closer to the parallel wheels than to
the front wheel. In addition, it is possible in accordance
with a further feature of the invention that the battery
pack be located at least partly between the parallel
wheels.

In accordance with the invention, the vehicle is pref-
erably such as to define a longitudinal axis with its steer-
Ing column being connected to the front wheel and
located generally on this longitudinal axis, the steering
means being coupled to the steering column and cen-
tered about an axis which is spaced laterally from the
longitudinal axis.

As has been indicated hereinabove, the invention
features a lightweight canopy including a framework of
hollow tubing and plastic sheeting on this framework to
provide an enclosure for the passengers.

As has also been mentioned hereinabove, a feature of
the invention relates to a braking system for braking the
vehicle, inclusive of the additional weight of the battery
pack, satd braking system including both mechanical
and electro-magnetic brake systems cooperatively oper-
able.

According to one specific aspect of the braking sys-
tem, there is employed a braking light and a braking
light circuit coupled to said light when the braking
system is operated, the braking system including means
for electro-magnetically braking the vehicle by the use
of current supplied for operating the braking light.
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According to another specific feature of the mven-
tion, the aforesaid steering means includes a yoke pro-
vided with two handles, the braking means including
levers upon the handles to control the mechanical
brakes and rotary members on the handles to selectively
actuate the batteris and electro-magnetic brakes.

To meet certain specific requirements of the vehicle
of the invention, there may be provided, in addition to
the above, pedals mounted on the framework and cou-
pled to at least one of the wheels to supply motive
power thereto.

According to the power and braking system aspect of
the invention, there is provided an eleciric motor hav-
ing two terminals and adapted upon energization to
supply rotary power, a plurality of storage batteries
connected in series or paralle] to the motor and control
means closing a circult between a selected number of
said batteries and the other of said terminals of the mo-
tor.

As has been indicated hereinabove, the power and
braking system of the invention may include a short
circuiting system to short circuit the electric motor
whereby the motor locks in position and constitutes an
electro-magnetic brake. There will also be provided in
accordance with the invention mechanical braking
means, and a braking light to indicate when said me-
chanical braking means is working, said control means
including controls for operating said mechanical brak-
ing means, said controls being coupled to said short
circuiting system for actuating the same.

According to yet another aspect of the invention, the
control means may include a plurality of electrically
controlled switches coupled to the other said terminal
and to respective of said batteries, and, upon actuation,
coupling a selected number of batteries in closed loop
with the aforesaid motor. An adjunct of the invention is
the application of a reversing swiich coupled to the
closed loop to reverse the direction of rotation of the
motor. A still further feature involves the use of resis-
tances to buffer the short circuiting of the motor to
prevent too sudden of a stop.

The electrically controlled switches referred io
above may include a coil, an armature controlled by
satd coil, and a mechanical switch operated by said
armature, and including normally closed and normally
open contacts. The normally closed contact of one of
the electrically controlled switches is coupled in series
with the coil of another of the electrically controlled
switches, said control means including contro! switches
selectively to couple one of said coils to at Ieast one of
said batteries whereby to open the normally closed
contacts thereof and close the normally open contacts
thereof. The normally open contacts of the mechanical
switches are coupled between said other terminal of the
motor and respective of the aforesaid batteries. Said
control means may include first and second single-pole
single-throw switches operable in sequence and includ-
ing normally closed and normally open contacts, the
normally closed contact of the first switch being con-
nected in series with the controls for the mechanical
braking system to permit actuating said short circuit
system. The normally open contact of the first switch is
coupled to the pole of the second switch and the
contacts of the second switch are coupled via the nor-
mally closed contacts of the electrically controlled
switches to respective of the windings of the electri-
cally controlled switches,

3

10

15

20

25

30

35

45

X}

33

60

65

6

In further accordance with the invention there is
provided a method of supplementing the mechanical
braking of a vehicle driven by an electric motor as set
forth hereinabove. This method will comprise short
circuiting the electric motor {¢ bring the same to a
locked condition, thereby supplementing the mechani-
cal braking. The invention may according to a feature
of the method involved buffering the short circuiting in
order to ease the locking conditions.

Yet another aspect of the method of the invention
comprises operating in relationship to the application of
voltage to the motor to actuate the same, and, specifi-
cally, reducing the voltage thereby causing the motor to
function m part as a generator and to provide a supple-
mental braking action.

As has been mentioned hereinabove, the mvention
also relates to the provision of a lightweight superstruc-
ture or canopy for the sheltering of passengers inclusive
of the vehicle driver. The canopy of the invention com-
prises according to a preferred embodiment thereof
spaced and parallel tubular frame parts of inverted gen-
erally U-shaped configuration, transverse connecting
members connecting the extremities of these parts such
that the U-shaped parts include bight portions resil-
tently deflectable towards each other, and at least one
flexible cover portion mounted under tension between
said bight portions.

According to various features of the lightweight
superstructure of the invention, the parts include front
and rear posts mclusive of the aforesaid extremities and
there is provided a transparent windshield extending
between and connected to the front posts. Additionally,
horizontal tubes are provided which extend rearwardly
from the extremities of the front posts to define door
frames therewith. Doors are provided in the door
frames, each said door including a generally polylateral
frame and a flexible transparent sheet on and closing the
polylateral frame. Hinge clips are provided on the poly-
lateral frames and are hingeably employed to couple the
doors to the front posts.

According to still a further feature of the invention,
tusk-like members are provided on the transverse con-
necting members for attaching the canopy to the vehi-
cle in the manner of a clamping jaw. Moreover, struts
are provided which extend across the doors 1o brace the
transparent sheets thereof. It wiil be noted that the
struts are positioned approximately midway relative to
the height of the door, and the transparent sheets of the
door are foldable over the same to form window open-
Ings.

According fo siill other aspects of the invention, the
windshield is provided with an upper edge and first
Velcro means are provided on and extending along the
upper edge with second Velcro means being provided
on the cover portion for lockingly engaging the first
said Velcro means.

According to yet a further feature of the invention, a
canopy apron is positioned below the windshield with
Velcro strips being provided on the apron to hold the
same removably on the aforesaid front posts. The can-
opy apron wiil be provided preferably with a vertical
downwardly open slot to accommodate the steering
column of the vehicle.

The above and other obijects, features, and advan-
tages of the invention will become apparent in the de-
tailed description of a preferred embodiment which
follows hereinbelow and which will be illustrated in the
accompanying drawing.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWING

In the drawing:

FI1G. 11s a top view of a three-wheeled vehicle pro-
vided 1n accordance with the invention:

FIG. 2 15 a side view of the vehicle of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 1s a side view of the vehicle of the invention
taken from the side opposite to that illustrated in FIG. 3;

F1G. 4 1s a front view of the vehicle of the invention;

FI1G. 515 a rear view of the vehicle of the invention:

FIG. 6 1s a bottom view of the vehicle of the inven-
tion; , |

F1G. 7 illustrates a modified detail of the vehicle in
accordance with a second embodiment of the invention;

FI1G. 8 15 a sectional view along line VIII—VIII of
FI1G. 7

FI1G. 9 15 a diagrammatic view illustrating certain
steering improvements which result from the modifica-
tion illustrated in FIGS. 7 and 8;

FIG. 10 i1s a perspective fragmentary view of the
mechanical and electro-magnetic braking system of the
Invention;

FI1G. 11 15 a sectional view taken along line XI—XI of
FI1G. 10;

FIG. 12 is a fragmentary view taken in the direction
of arrows XII—XII of FIG. 11;

FI1G. 13 1s an exploded view of the lightweight can-
opy emplovyed in the vehicle of the invention;

F1GS. 14, 15, 16, 17, and 18 1illustrate cross-sectional
details 1n the connecting of the various parts illustrated
in FIG. 13;

F1G. 19 1s a schematic electrical diagram illustrating
the combined mechanical and electro-magnetic braking
system of the invention inclusive of the means of sup-
plying power to the electric motor employed 1n accor-
dance with the invention;

FIG. 20 1s a bottom fragmentary view of a further
modification of the ivention:

FI1G. 21 15 a stde view of the modification of FIG. 20:

FI1G. 22 i1s an enlarged view of a detail of the modifi-
cations of FIGS. 20 and 21:

F1G. 23 illustrates a further modification of FIG. 20:
and
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road and the driver will sense a feeling of conspicuous-
ness. The passenger feels safe for similar reasons.

It has been found that a high degree of stability can be
achieved 1in a small three-wheeled vehicle by arrange-
ment of heavy weight components such as batteries and
motor, which are slung underneath the chassis. Even in
the case of a vehicle with a protective covering struc-
ture, sufficient stability has been found to be gained
thereby as to permit, for example, a ninety degree turn
at 16 mph of 47 feet radius with two passengers aboard
such that the inboard wheel does not lift off the ground
due to centrifugal force.

As will be shown and discussed relative to the draw-
ing, the center of gravity of the vehicle 1s at a point
15-18 inches above the ground with two heavy people
therein (e.g., about 200 pounds each). This is due to the
low dispositton of the two lead-acid storage battenes
which are used and which have a combined weight of
100 pounds, and of the electric motor which weighs
about 20 pounds. The curb center of gravity (with no
passengers) 1s about 13 inches above the ground. The
same vehicle powered by an internal combustion engine
wetghing 30 pounds has a center of gravity 18 inches
above the ground. This vehicle can perform the above-

5 mentioned turn at 13 miles per hour.

30

35

F1GS. 24 and 25 illustrate dynamic characteristics of 45

the structures of FIGS. 20-23.
DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In accordance with the invention, there 1s provided a
vehicle which seats two passengers side-by-side at a
height of about 26 inches above the road with sufficient
stability for ordinary driving, powered by electric stor-
age batteries which provide a drniving range of, for
example, 30-50 miles at 20 miles per hour. The vehicle
weighs, for example, 300 pounds including the batteries.

In addition to the above-stated practicality of the
vehicle, 1ts small size and low weight result in extreme
effictency of use and the possibility of a low cost of
manufacture. Another advantage is that the manufac-
turing process 1tself consumes relatively little energy.
Expensive or scarce raw materials are used at a mini-
mum. The invention has a special practicality and social
value in a society of low energy availability.

The vehicle of the invention 1s a tricycle-like automo-
bile with, as mentioned previously, seating for two
passengers, side-by-side. The seat 1s placed about 26
inches above the road bed. The eve level of the driver
1s thereby elevated above the roof of other cars on the

50
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The stability problem of the three-wheeled vehicle is
compounded in case the same vehicle 1s intended for use
by one or two people, especially if they are seated side
by side, as this shifts the load. With two people aboard,
the weight load is distributed relatively symmetrically
about the longitudinal axis of the vehicle. However, the
steering apparatus must be conveniently available to the
driver who sits generally on the left. If there 1s no pas-
senger, the driver gains better stabtlity by sitting in the
middle of the seat thus restoring symmetrical weight
disposttion. However, he must still have convenient
access to the steering apparatus. It has been found that
the type of steering column described below uniquely
provides convenlent access regardless of whether the
driver 1s sitting to the left or in the middle. More specifi-
cally, the steering column with handles and controls 18
placed in a position halfway between the extremes of
the lefthand position and the middle position. Although
this placement i1s not ideal for either of the two seating
positions, it uniquely makes the difference in displace-
ment 1n both cases sufficiently small so as to prevent
inconvenience to the driver and to contribute synergis-
tically to the balance. Thus, the driver is given the
additional choice when driving alone of placing himself
in a position halfway between left and center and
thereby directly behind the steering post. In this posi-
tion, the stability of the vehicle 1s sufficient to make the
above-described ninety degree turn at the prescribed
speed with the same result; that is, the inboard wheel
does not lift during the turn. When sitting to the left in
such a turn, the driver tends instinctively to shiit the
weight of his body to the right in response to an instinct
to maintain stability. The need for this uncomfortabie
movement 1s substantially obviated when he sits closer
to the middle, a position made possible by the offset
placement of the steering apparatus.

The vehicle of the invention can, moreover, be pro-
vided with a canopy-like covering to serve as protec-
tion from the weather. A problem which might be cre-
ated by the use of a canopy 1s the strong effect upon the
center of gravity of such a structure located at a high
point on the vehicle. The canopy, provided 1n accor-
dance with the present invention, consists of a frame-
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work comprising of a pair of structures made of bent,
lightweight steel tubing. The structures are separated
by elements perpendicular thereto, which serve to

space them and attach them to each other so that they

form a framework to support a windshield in the front
of the vehicle as well as a sheet of clear, thin gauge
flexible plastic material which is attached to this frame
in a manner which tends to stretch it taut so as to pro-
vide a pleasing appearance as well as good optical prop-
erties. It 15 found that polyvinyl chloride of thickness
ranging from 0.006" to 0.010" has the correct flexibility
to maintain a proper taut configuration during the driv-
ing of the vehicle so as to avoid slack which would
result in flapping and poor visibility as well as ultimate
wear. Tautness is maintained by a combination of the
flexibility of the tubing and that of the plastic sheet.
When installed on the frame, one side of the tubing is
caused to bend toward the other during the attachment,
and held n that position until released when the vinyl is
attached. In this way, the tension resulting as the tubing
seeks to regain its normal, unbent position, places con-
tinuous tension on the vinyl in a lateral direction.

The attachment of the vinyl is done by means of
“Velcro” which makes an attachment which can be
accomplished quickly using no special attachment de-
vices or contrivances other than its own structural con-
nection which can as well be undone quickly. The vinyl
wraps around the tubing and the two parts of the Vel-
cro system conventionally attach to each other in such
a way that the tubing is protected from the elements and
the visual eftect created by the Velcro strips constitutes
a pleasing decorating effect.

The natural flexibility of the structure is used to at-
tach the canopy to the vehicle. The ends of both sides of
the canopy are disposed inwardly in such a way as to
enter sockets which are attached to the frame of the
vehicle. The terminal ends of the canopy can be
stretched apart from each other so that clearance is
caused for the ends to enter the sockets. Upon being

placed in a position opposite each socket, stretching 40

tension s released and the natural tendency of the tub-
ing to regain its form causes it to enter the sockets. By
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this means of attachment, a person of little mechanical

ability can attach or detach the canopy with the use of

no tools or special attachment devices whatsoever in a
short period of time. In this way, the vehicle is con-
verted from an open vehicle to one bearing a weather-
protecting enclosure.

it has been found that a canopy such as described
above, retains its shape and mechanical integrity in
ordinary driving use despite the tension placed on it by
wind and by vibration resulting from travel on ordinary
roads when the framework is constructed of steel tubing
ranging from # to § inches in diameter with a wall thick-
ness of 18 through 14 gauge. These diameters and wall
thicknesses moreover provide flexibility of the correct
degree to allow for deforming during the process of
installing the vinyl top and during attachment of the
frame to the vehicle and for the return after these instal-
lation procedures to original form. The canopy weighs
cmly about 26 pounds and thereby is responsible for the
raising of the center of gravity by only 6-7 inches to-
gether with the load.

It was discovered further that the typical mechanical
braking system normally used on a vehicle the size and
weight of the subject vehicle become marginal upon the
addition of the batteries and electric motor which are
essential for providing stability as well as motive power.

45

50

>3

60

635

10

To overcome this difficulty, the electric motor is uti-
lized as part of the braking system. Upon creating a
substantial short circull across the terminals of the
motor while the motor is rotating, the internal magnetic
forces cause the motor to slow, thereby effectively
slowing the vehicle. It has been discovered that the
additional braking power available thereby is, when
added to the normal size mechanical braking system,
adequate to provide the braking system of the vehicle
thus making up for the need for additional braking ca-
pacity as otherewise would be caused by the added
weight of the batteries and electric motor. Another
feature relating to braking by utilization of electric
motor characteristics will be described heremafier.

Further, it has been found that the braking effect
caused by nearly shorting the motor can be conve-
niently applied by a system of control solenoids which
are energized by electrical switches attached to the
hand grips of the mechanical brake system which is
used as well. In addition, it has been discovered that the
ideal moment to apply the electric brakes occurs at the
same moment that the mechanical brakes are being
applied. This can be automatically accomplished with-
out the operator’s having to perform some extra opera-
tion. Furthermore, the braking effect of the motor mini-
mizes the need for strength in the hands of the operator
as he squeezes the brake actuating grips. It is thus found
that older or infirm people are capable of using the
vehicle who otherwise might not have sufficient
strength of grip to provide sufficient braking force for
the mechanical braking system alone.

It has also been found that the existing switch mecha-
nism which actuates the brake lights can be utilized to
actuate the electric brakes as well in such a fashion that
the mechanical brakes and the brake lights and the elec-
trical brakes can all be applied by the operator automat-
ically, each function occurring at the correct time with
respect to the need to effectively stop the vehicle and
indicate the intention to do so to others by means of the
warning lights. The use of this combination braking
system obviates the need for larger mechanical brakes
which would have otherwise been necessitated by the
weight of the batteries and electric motor.

Provisions are further made upon the canopy frame
for the attachment and detachment of hinged side pan-

els acting as doors to protect the passengers from
weather conditions. These consist of frames made of

bent lightweight steel tubing £ inches in diameter upon
which is attached clear polyvinyl chloride sheet mate-
rial of G.006"-0.010", These are attached by means of a
pair of attached downwardly disposed steel hingepins
which enter a corresponding pair of steel tube sections
which are attached to the doors of the vehicle. These
panels or doors create a relatively exact fit with the
frame. It has been discovered that these panels provide
protection o passengers against rain and cold despite a
possibly inexact fit as air does not tend to enter the
mterstices thereby formed while the vehicle is in mo-
tion, due to the effect of the currents of air streaming
around the vehicle while it 1s in motion. This tends to
create a negative pressure around these interstices
which tends to prevent the air from entering. This per-
mits the use of a very light construction of door panels
which, although possibly incapable of a tight seal, are
nonetheless effective for the reasons above mentioned.
They are, moreover, of extremely light weight, being
oniy about seven pounds each.
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The vehicle of the invention can be equipped with a
pair of attachable flaps of clear PVC. These are at-
tached behind the door panels, where they create a
loose fit offering additional protection against the
weather. It has been found that, when the vehicle is
equipped with the above-mentioned panels and flaps,
the passenger is kept sufficiently warm as to be comfort-
able enough on a relatively cold day without the use of
supplementary heat. This effect is caused by the insulat-
ing effect of the stillness of the air within the enclosure
formed by the canopy and the side panels. The enclo-
sure being relatively small with respect to the size of the
occupants, the body heat is retained within in an
amount sufficient to create an atmosphere of comfort.
The entry of direct sunlight has the tendency to enable
the entrapment of radiant heat by means of the so-called
greenhouse effect which is heightened by. the transpar-
ency of the canopy top and the side panels which permit
the passage of heat in the form of infrared radiation. In
the absence of these heating effects, the use of a supple-
mentary electric heater would substantially reduce the
energy efficiency of the vehicle thereby reducing its
range.

F1GS. 1-6 1llustrate an electrically propelled three-
wheeled vehicle provided in accordance with the in-
vention. In these figures, the vehicle is indicated gener-
ally at 10, and it will be seen that the vehicle includes a
front wheel 12 and two rear wheels 14 and 16, these
wheels are of the same size and having a diameter of, for
example, 20 inches. The tires on these wheels are con-
ventional air-inflated tires fabricated of rubber or the
like, but the nature and size of the tires is not particu-
larly limiting of the invention disclosed herein. It will be
noted that the tires are mounted on rims 20 held by
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spokes 22 on a central hub 24, each tire having an axis of 35

rotation such as generally indicated at 26.

It will be noted that the front tire is provided with a
mud guard 28 and that the front tire is straddled by a
yoke 30 constituting part of a steering column 32 bear-
ing a headlight 34. The steering column has connected
thereto a steering rod 35 having mounted thereon han-
dles 36 and 38, the positions of which will be described
in greater detail hereinbelow.

A chassis 1s provided for the vehicle consisting in part
of horizontal tubes such as indicated at 40. The source
of power of the vehicle is indicated at 42 and is consti-
tuted, for example, by a battery pack which is sus-
pended below the chassis. The relatively low position-
ing of the battery pack constitutes a feature of the inven-
tion in conjunction with other weight distribution as
will become more apparent hereinafter. It will be noted
that the battery pack may be constituted by way of
example of two lead-acid storage batteries, each capable
of providing 12 volts. It will also be noted that these
batteries will be of the rechargeable type with appropri-
ate provision being made for recharging the same with
an anticipated charge use of, for example, 25 to 50 miles
range being anticipated. The capacity of the batteries is,
however, not a limiting feature of the invention as the
state of the art with respect to such batteries may be
rapidly developing during the course of the life of this
patent. Mounted adjacent the power pack 42 is a DC
electric motor 44 which converts the power of the
battery pack 42 into rotary power. This power is trans-
mitted to the shaft of wheel 16 by means of a chain 46
connected to a sprocket 48 (FIG. 6) in conventional
manner. As will be seen hereinafter, a rotary switch
provided on handle 36 permits selectively connecting
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one or both of the batteries in power pack 42 to the
motor 44 thereby altering the speed at which the vehi-
cle can be driven. As will also be seen, this rotary
switch operates in conjunction with hand brake levers
) and 52 which function through respective cables to
apply mechanical braking systems to the front wheel 12
and the rear wheel 14.

Mounted above the rear wheels 14 and 16 1s a seat 54
having a back 56 associated therewith. The seat 54, as
can be best viewed in FIG. 1, is of a width which is
adapted to accommodate at least two passengers inclu-
sive of the driver. The top of the seat 54 ts a distance D1
above the ground, the distance D1 preferably being in
the order of about 26 inches above the ground, thereby
affording to the driver and passengers substantially
unlimited vision while at the same time affording to the
driver and passengers an extreme sense of security and
of being conspicuous to drivers in surrounding vehicles
s0 that a tremendous sense of safety is afforded.

Heretnabove reference has been made to the weight
of the battery pack 42 and to the fact that the curb
center of gravity (i.e., with no passengers) of the vehicle
10 1s about 13 inches above the ground. With two pas-
sengers in the vehicle of fairly large magnitude of
weight, there will be added to the vehicle a load of
approximately 400 pounds. This means that the center
of gravity will be somewhat raised. However, the cen-
ter of gravity is not raised beyond a limit of about 28
inches above the ground thereby maintaining the type
of stability deemed necessary in accordance with this
invention. Consequently, as will be referred to hereinaf-
ter, the vehicle is capable of making turns of relatively
small radn at relatively high speeds without any of the
wheels of the vehicle lifting off the ground.

The vehicle of the invention is furthermore provided
with a relatively lightweight superstructure or canopy
such as generally indicated at 60. The lightweight su-
perstructure is fabricated of hollow tubing and plastic
sheeting or the like, thereby contributing only a mini-
mal amount to the weight of the vehicle. Accordingly,
the weight of the passengers is a major contributing
factor to the displacement of the center of gravity aside
from the influence afforded by the particularly advanta-
geous 1nclusion of the power pack 42 and the weight
thereof.

In the preferred embodiment of the invention, the
unloaded vehicle may weigh, for example, 300 pounds
including the batteries. The batteries will weigh in the
vicinity of 100 to 110 pounds, thereby constituting ap-
proximately one-third of the weight of the unloaded
vehile. When the vehicle is loaded with two substan-
tially large passengers, approximately 400 pounds will
be added to the weight, thereby making an aggregate
weight of approximately 700 pounds. This weight is
appropriately distributed as has been noted hereinabove
to maintain the center of gravity relatively low while
combining therewith the particularly advantageous
disposition of the passengers to achieve the benefits
which have been discussed. Thus, in accordance with
the invention, the battery pack is suspended under the
floor board of the vehicle so that this will lower the
center of gravity of the vehicle by an amount substan-
tially more than would be achieved in gasoline-powered
vehicles. This is explained by the difference in weight
between the gasoline engine and the battery pack and
electric drive motor 42. A gasoline engine adequate for
driving a vehicle of the noted type weighs approxi-
mately 25 pounds. On the other hand, an electric motor
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wetghs 25 pounds, with the battery pack weighing ap-
proximately 100 to 110 pounds. Thus, the use of the
battery not only provides a desirable substitute for a
fuel-consuming engine, but, in addition, it adds a net
weight of approximately 110 pounds to the structure
whose center of gravity is then roughly 13 inches from
the ground. Simple mathematical calculations based on
centrifugal force will show that for any given maneu-
ver, such as turning, there will be more stability with
the electrical vehicle described above than with the
gasoline-powered vehicle.

The amount of stability, of course, varies with the
welght of the passengers, but, in any case, the electrical
vehicle will be more stable than the gasoline-powered
vehicle, especially if the batteries are moved to the rear
as will be discussed hereinafter.

The battery placement affords further benefits by
having an effect on steering under dynamic road condi-
tions when the vehicle is being turned to the left or to
the right. Appropriate battery placement induces little
or no side loads on the front wheel which is usually a
problem on three-wheeled vehicles. It has been found
that with the batteries placed midway between the front
and rear wheeis, the side loads on the front wheel are
somewhat higher with a resulting scrubbing of the front
tire when the vehicle is maneuvered sharply to the left
or right. Judicious positioning of the battery pack even
further toward the rear avoids this unexpected problem
~ as will be shown.

As mentioned hereinabove, when two passengers are
seated side by side, the weight load is distributed rela-
tively symmetrically about the longitudinal axis of the
vehicle. This longitudinal axis is indicated in FIG. 1 at
L 1. However, If there is no passenger, the driver can
gain improved stability by sitting in the middle of the
seat, thus again achieving symmetrical weight distribu-
tion. However, he still must have convenient access to
the steering apparatus. With this goal in mind, it has
been found that a particular type of steering column
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uniquely provides convenient access regardless of 40

whether the driver is sitting to the left as when he is
accompanted by a passenger or in the middle where, for
example, he may position himself when he is driving
alone.

There is indicated at L 2 in FIG. 1 a second longitudi-
nal axis which is parallel to but spaced from the longitu-
dinal axis L 1. The axis L 2 constitutes the axis of sym-
metry for handles 36 and 38 of the steering apparatus of
the invention. Longitudinal axis L 2 is positioned sub-
stantially midway between the planes of the wheel 12
and the wheel 16 of the vehicle, or, in other words,
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approxmmately midway between left and central planes

of the vehicle and such that the driver may have appro-
priate access to the steering apparatus whether he is
driving accompanied by a passenger or whether he is
driving by himself and positioned closer to the central
longitudinal axis of the vehicle.

FIGS. 2 and 3 illustrate weight distribution in the
embodiment illustrated in FIGS. 1-6. Assuming the
weights which have been mentioned hereinabove and
that the weight of the vehicle will be in the vicinity of
300 pounds, the weight distribution will be such that W
1 will equal approximately 170 to 200 pounds whereas
the weight supported as indicated at W 2 will be ap-
proximately 100 to 130 pounds. The weight W 3 indi-

cated at the battery pack 22 in FIGS. 2 and 3 will run

approximately 100 to 120 pounds. This weight distribu-
tion has been found eminently satisfactory to achieve
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the various benefits noted hereinabove with respect to
vehicles of the invention.

FIGS. 7 and 8 tllustrate a modification of a portion of
the invention whereby there are incorporated pedals 80
and 82. These pedals enable the physical rotation of
sprocket 84, thereby enabling the driving of chain 86 to
drive sprocket 88 coupled to the battery pack 42'. The
sprocket 88 is driven either by power pack 42’ or by the
appiication of power to pedals 8 and 82, thereby provid-
ing for a driving of sprocket 90 and a rotation of shaft
42, thereby driving the wheel 94.

The provision of the pedals is to provide for emer-
gency power in the event of failure of the batteries
constituting pack 42’ but are also intended to meet with
legal requirements for mopeds in the event that pedals
are required by definition in any of the statutes of the
various states. It has been found that the provision of
pedals has led to a further advantage which inures to
the benefit of the invention. Due to the provision of the
pedals, the battery pack 42 is moved rearwardly from
the position indicated initially relative to power pack 42
in FIGS. 1-6. As is illustrated in FIG. 9, this adds to the
stability of the vehicle, particularly in respect of turns as
indicated by the radii R 1, R 2, and R 3. Power pack 42,
in being positioned rearwardly, relocates the weight
load distribution as between W 1 and W 2 (see FIGS. 2
and 3). This in turn removes weight from the front
wheel 12, thereby facilitating turns through relatively
small radii such as, for example, ninety degree turns at
16 miles per hour=-five miles per hour at a 47 foot
radius with two passengers aboard. The preferred con-
dition is that the inboard wheel does not lift off the
ground due to centrifugal force, and this is readily
achieved in the qualitative design contemplated in the
scope of the invention.

FIGS. 10-11 illustrate a part of the braking system of
the invention. Therein is seen the steering shaft 34 with
the handles 38 and 36. Braking levers 50 and 52 are
readily seen in FIG. 10. Lever 52 is connected to a cable
80° having connection to a band 84’ which operates on
drum 86" to brake the front wheel 12. Lever 50 has
connection to cable 82’ functioning to engage brake
band 88" which operatively functions in conjunction
with drum 90 to provide braking for the rear wheel 16.
Motor 44 has connection to electrical cable 92" which is
connected to rotary switch 94' constituting an adjunct
to handle 36. The cable 92' functions to connect a twin
switch operating in sequential mode in rotary member
94’ to the remainder of the circuitry associated with
motor 44 as will be described in greater detail hereinaf-
fer.

F1G. 11 shows the mounting of chain 46 on sprocket
48 as has been discussed hereinabove. FIG. 11 addition-
ally shows the brake band 88’ in operative association
with drum 99 for purposes of braking wheel 16 as has
been mentioned hereinabove. It is to be noted, however,
that the braking band and the driving sprocket may
advantageously be positioned on different wheels rather
than on the same wheel as illustrated in FIGS. 10-11
and that the positioning of both of these members on the
same wheel 1s not intended to be a limitation of the
imnvention.

FIG. 12 additionally shows the cooperation of the
cable 82" with band 84’ to apply frictionally against
drum 90°. It will be noted that the end of band 94’ indi-

“cated at 98 is mounted to a holding pin 100 for purposes

of restricting movement of the end 98 of the band 84’ so
that the latter may be readily applied against drum 90’
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Cooperation with the electrical circuit wiall be hereinaf-
ter explained.

A lightweight canopy structure of the invention is
illustrated in FIGS. 13-18. Herein can be seen two
U-shaped tubular members 102 and 104, having the
extremities thereof connected by transverse members
106 and 108.

Inverted U-shaped members 102 and 104 constitute
jaws which include bight portions 110 and 112 and
which tend yieldably to retain their illustrated shapes.
To permit mounting the canopy on the vehicle, the jaws
are forced open and then released and fit into sockets on
the chassis.

U-shaped member 102 includes a front post 114 and a
rear post 116. U-shaped member 104 includes a front
post 118 and a rear post 120. These members are fabri-
caled of tubular extrusions or of tubular steel of a size
which has been indicated hereinabove. The bights 110
and 112 are resiliently deflectable towards one another
s0 that upon a mounting of a plastic sheet thereon, the
plastic sheet 1s upon release of the tubular bights placed
under a tension so as to provide minimum optical distor-
tion.

It will be noted that the canopy i1s provided with a
windshield 122 formed of plexiglas or a suitable plastic
which provides minimum optical distortion and 1s mini-
mally susceptible to abrasion. This windshield 122 1s
mounted on the front post 114 and 118 by means of
brackets 124, 126, 128, and 130. FIG. 16 shows that the
mounting takes place by means of bolts 132 so that the
windshield 1s settled rigorously in position.

Below the windshield may be optionally mounted a
canopy apron 134. The canopy apron 134 is of either
transparent or opaque material and 15 preferably of a
suitable plastic such as PVC. The apron 134 may, for
example, be provided with Velcro tabs and edge strips
138, 140 by means of which the apron is detachably
mounted on the front post 114 and 118 which are pro-
vided with matching strips (not shown). It will be fur-
ther noted that the canopy 134 1s provided with a verti-
cally downwardly opening slot 144, the purpose of
which 1s to accommodate the steering column of the
vehicle. Thus, the apron 134 may be mounted in posi-
tion or dehiberately omitted when it is desired to opti-
mize the ventilation characteristics of the vehicle.

A canopy top 1s indtcated at 146. This canopy top is
preferably fabricated of PV C or the hike and is of a sheet
material whose thickness, for example, may be in the
order of 0.006 to 0.010 inches. As has been noted herein-
above, this member is placed under tension by the resil-
tent deflection of the bight portions 110 and 112,
thereby affording minimal optical obscurity. It will be
noted that at the front portion 148 of the canopy top
there 1s mounted a transverse Velcro strip indicated at
150. This Velcro strip is intended to cooperate in lock-
ing fashion with the corresponding Velcro strip 152 at
the upper edge 154 of the windshield 122, The connec-
tion 1s best seen i FIG. 14 wherein appears canopy top
146 and Velcro strips 130 and 152. The plexiglas wind-
shield is indicated at 122 as 18 the front post 128.

Extending downwardly from transverse member 108
arc tusk-hke members 160 and 162, the purpose of
which 15 to provide for attachment of the lightweight
superstructure to the chassis of the vehicle of the inven-
tion. Tusk-like members 164 and 166 extend down-
wardly from transverse member 106 of the canopy
framework. These tusk-like members also provide for
connection of the canopy to the vehicle proper in con-
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nection with the closing of the jaws as mentioned
above.

Horizontal members 168 and 170 extend rearwardly
from members 160 and 162 and thus from the lower
extremities 172 and 174 of the front posts 114 and 118.
These horizontal members 168 and 170 form with the
U-shaped members door frames in which are accommo-
dated doors indicated generally at 180 and 182. The
doors 180 and 182 are provided with a framing consti-
tuted by a quadnilateral or polylateral frame constituted
either by tubing or by a lightweight metal framing.
Supported on this tubing or framing 1s a transparent
plastic indicated, for example, at 184 and 186, these
being braced by means of a strut 188 or a strut 190
respectively. These struts are fabricated of a light-
welght metal such as aluminum or thin steel and consti-
tute hand grips for engaging the doors for opening and
closing of the same. It should be noted that the plastic
sheets 184 and 186 are detachably connected onto the
assoclated tubing or framing by means of Velcro tabs or
Velcro grippers or the like. This permits a detaching of
the upper halves of the sheets 184 and 186 for folding
over struts 188 and 190 thereby to form in the doors
upper window openings constituting the upper halves
of the respective doors.

The doors are connected to the front posts 114 and
118 by means of hinge pins indicated in FIG. 15 gener-
ally at 200 received in hinge pockets 201. Also visible in
FIG. 15 1s the windshield 122 and, for example, door
180; the hinge pin 200 engages socket 201 on front post
114 for rotary movement thereabout to provide for
movement of the door 180 from the closed position
shown 1n solid lines to the open position shown at 180’
in dotted lines. As has been mentioned hereinabove, the
framing of the doors may be of tubing or channeled
material or the like in which the plastic of the door 13
retained and which imparts to the plastic sheeting of the
door appropriate strength for configuration mainte-
nance.

Tabs 202 and 204 are provided on the doors 180 and
182. These tabs are adequate for maintaining the doors
closed 1n the various usages to which the invention will
be apphed.

Referring again briefly to FIGS. 2 and 3, it will be
seen that complementary side portions 208 and 210,
which may be fabricated of metal or plastic sheeting or
the hke, cooperate with the doors to define further
sections of the vehicle sides. Similarly, it will be seen
that the rear portions of the vehicle at the sides thereof
may be provided with sections 212 and 214 fabricated of
plastic sheeling to constitute extensions of the door
surfaces. It will also be noted that the U-shaped bighis
110 and 112 of the framework of the canopy are also
connected by a reinforcing plate 220. This reinforcing is
further illustrated in FIG. 17 whereover rests the sheet-
ing 146. F1G. 18 illustrates the sheeting 146 coupled to
transverse member 160 etther by a Velcro connection
indicated at 222 or by a metal clamping indicated at 224,

The vehicle of the imvention is powered by two 12-
volt storage batteries connected to solenoid switches so
that the operator can provide either 12 volts or 24 volis
0 the motor. There has been included in the circuitry of
he vehicle of the invention dynamic braking which 1s
accomplished essentially by short circuiting the drive
motor by means of a solenoid activated by one of the
brake levers. In addition, regenerative braking is pro-
vided when the operator throws the throttle control
switches to the 12-volt mode after the vehicle has been

PE S
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running at its highest speed in the 24-volt mode. The
braking action thus supplied 15 inverse to the speed
differential between the 24-volt and 12-volt operation
or the respective speeds thereof with the reduced speed
causing the motor to operate at least partially as a gen-—
erator.

In F1G. 19 appear the brake levers 50 and 52 as weil
as the motor 44 and the battery pack 42. The battery
pack 42 consists of two batteries 42 and 42b, these
batteries being lead-acid storage batteries which are
capable of being recharged -

Also included in the circuitry of FIG. 19 are sole-
noids 250, 252, and 254. Solenoid 250 is provided with
two contacts 236 and 158 which are normally open but
which are closed through switch 260 electro magneti-
cally controlled through armature 262 by coil or wind-
g 264. Solenoid 252 comprises a winding 266, an ar-

mature 268, and a first set of contacts 270 and 272, and

a second set of contacts 274 and 276. Contacts 270 and
272 are normally closed through the intermediary of the

switch 278 which when actuated by coil 266 and arma-

ture 268 opens contacts 270 and 272 and closes contacts
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normal operation of throttle 94 and the operation of
blade 320 follows sequentially, transferring the same
from contact 322 t0 324. When the throttle is in its
normal position, power is fed through contact 316 and
blade 314 to terminal 304 whereby power may be sup-
plied to the brake light 300 and to coil 264 of relay or
solenoid 250.

When blade 314 is transferred to contact 318, the
power transmitted to contact 318 is transmitted via line
330 to blade 320 and thence via contact 322 and line 332
to contacts 286 and 284, and thence through the coil 266
of solenoid 258. As a consequence thereof, contacts 270
and 272 are npened by actuation of blade 278 and power
transmisston via line 334 to wmdmg 280 of solenoid 254
is terminated or maintained in zero condition. This has
the effect of coupling battery 42« via contacts 274 and
276 and line 336 to reversing switch 298 3nd thence to

 the motor 44.

20

274 and 276. Solenoid 254 includes a winding 280, an

armature 282, a first set of contacts 284 and 288, and a
second set of contacts 288 and 290. Normally closed
contacts 284 and 286 are opened upon actuation of
winding or coil 280 whereupon contacts Iﬁﬁ and 290 are
closed.

The motor 44 15 connected in a Emp whzch is ciased
when -switch 260 bridges contacts 256 and 258. The
loop thus formed is a short circuited loop with the ex-
ception that a resistor 296 is incorporated in the loop for
purposes of buffering the short circuiting of the motor
44. The motor 44 is a DC motor of the permanent-mag-
net series wound type. When short circuited, the rotor
of the motor is slowed electro-magnetically and tends to
move to a fixed position thereby affording a dynamic
braking to the wheel which is connected to the motor
44. This 15 one of the features of the invention as has
been discussed hereinabove.

The circuit of the invention moreover includes a
reversing switch 298. The purpose of this reversing
switch 298 is to reverse the direction of rotation of the
motor 44, thereby providing for driving the vehicle in
forward or reverse direction.

The vehicle in the invention is provided with a brake
light 300 which is connected in paraliel with the wind-
ing 264 of the solenoid or electrically controlled switch
250. Thus, when power is supplied to the brake light
300, 1t is equally as well supplied to the winding or coil

264 for purposes of short circuiting motor 44 as de-

scribed above. Power is supplied to the brake light 300

23

When next blade 320 is transferred io contact 324, the
power 1S transmitted via contact 318 and line 330 to
blade 320 i1s transmitted via contact 324 and line 338 (o
coil 280, thereby opening contacts 274 and 286 and
closing contacts 288 and 290. Thereby an additional
battery 42b is coupled in series with battery 42¢ and
power which s double that previously transmitted is
passed via line 336 to reversing switch 298.

It will be noted that the throttie 94 is reversible
whereby the batteries 42¢ and 4256 are selectively and
respectively withdrawn from connection to the motor
44. This reduces the voltage fed to the motor 44 from 24
volts to 12 volts in the first step as a consequence

-~ whereof the motor 44 works partially as a generator and

335

40

43

and to the winding 264 by either of brake levers 58 or 52

connected in parallel across terminals 302 and 304. 1t
will be noted that connection of terminals 302 and 304
in the circuit is controlied by rotary throttie 94 in one of
the sequential conditions thereof as will be explained

55

hereinafter. For the present, it is adequate to note that

apphcatmn of power through switches or levers 50 and

32 is possible only when no voltage is being apphed to 60

the motor 44.
The throttle 94 works in conjunction with two smgla-

pole, double-throw switches 310 and 312. Blade 314

selectively makes contact with contacts 316 or 318,

whereas blade 320 selectively makes contact with 65

contacts 322 or 324, The blades 314 and 320 work se-
quentially under the control of the throttle 94: that is,

the blade 314 is switched from contact 316 to 318 during

affords a dynamic braking to the vehicle which thus
does not have to rely exclusively on the mechanical
braking system described hereinabove. This also consti-
tutes a feature of the invention as has been previously
noted. |

The headilght 34 works in conjunction with a tail
light 340, both of which are controlled by manual
switch 342. Thus, the headlight and tail light may be
selectively turned on simultaneously by the operator.
An optional cigarette lighter 344 is connected between
the terminals of one of the 12-volt batteries and is oper-
ated in conventional manner thereby.

Also available in the vehicle of the invention is a horn
346 with a switch 348 so that the horn can also be selec-
tively operated. The horn is also connected across the
terminals of one of the batteries, spec:ﬁcally the battery
2.

In the aforegoing circuitry, it is to be noted that the
relays 282 and 284 cannot be operated simultaneously.
The amount of time necessary to turn the same off is
greater than the time necessary to turn them on. A
normal single-pole, single-throw relay will cause a dead
short across one of the batteries, producing high current
which freezes the relays and would probably burn out
the battery or batteries connected in closed loop. There-
fore, the relays are double-pole, double-throw in a pre-
ferred embodiment of the invention to throw the
switches at different times. When the throttle is off, the
normally closed side of the control switch provides
power to the brake switch which can turn on the relay
252 to short circuit the motor 44. When the first side
control switch cioses from actuation due to operation of
the rotary throttle 94, power is disconnected from the
brake switch to prevent shorting of the motor. Power
then goes to the other side of the control switch and the
normally open side of the second stage of the control
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switch to the normally open side of relay 252, providing
power to the coil of relay 254. This is 12 volts which is
provided to the motor.

When the second stage of the control switch is actu-
ated, power i1s broken from relay 254 and power is sup- S
plied to the normally open contacts of this relay. When
relay 254 relaxes, power 1s then transmitted to relay 252
to deliver 24 volts to the motor 44. Thus, relays 252 and
254 cannot be energized at the same time and a possible
shorting of the batteries 1s avoided. 10

While many of the features of the invention as per-
tains to construction and electrical circuitry have been
described hereinabove, there remain to be discussed
some very important features of the invention having to
do with the construction and arrangement of parts as 15
well as the mentioning of the various sections of the
vehicle 1n order to obtain particulary improved results.
Thus, for example, 1t will be noted that the framework
in profile 1s divided into a plurality of sections indicated
generally at X, Y, Z, and W. These particular sections 20
have a synergistic relationship to each other and with
the operation of the wvehicle. Particularly, it will be
noted that the front portion or section X 1s arranged at
an angle A to the horizontal to make the portion X more
nearly vertical than horizontal, whereas the section Y 1s 25
arranged at an angle B to the horizontal which makes
the same more nearly horizontal than vertical. Sections
X and Y are generally to be considered as hingeably
connected to one another. The vertical disposition of
section X is selected in order to minimize the visual 30
distortion which may occur due to the nature of the
windshield and plastic employed to cover this part of
the framework. Moreover, this arrangement functions
to allow displacement of the hinge connection H from a
position generally in front of the center of gravity c.g. 1 35
(and likewise the center of gravity c.g. 2} to a position
which 1s still in front of the center of gravity but which
1s rearward of the position indicated. This change of
position of the hinge H 1s effected when the vehicle is
moving and 1s due to the wind resistance thereof. At the 40
same time, the section Y is influenced by the wind resis-
tance to force the same downwardly in a direction to
produce a force which substantially passes adjacent the
aforesaid centers of gravity. It will be noted that the
center of gravity c.g. 1 1s that center of gravity known 45
as the curb center of gravity which has been discussed
hereinabove for the unloaded vehicle. Center of gravity
C.g. 2 1s the center of gravity for the vehicle when 1t is
loaded. The force exerted by wind resistance on the
hinged top section Y of the framework of the vehicle 50
operates to engage the wheels and particularly the rear-
most wheels 14 and 16 of the vehicle more inttmately
with the ground traversed, thereby causing a much
more effective traction to be generated for the vehicle
and cancelling out slippage which would otherwise be 55
the case 1if the load were to bellightened or in the ab-
sence of a wind resistance force.

Section W, which is one of the rear sections, 1s
formed at an angle C which is less than the angle D of
the section W. The purpose thereof i1s to permit an 60
absorbing of the bending of the sections X and Y and to
permit a bowing of these sections in order to absorb the
effects of wind resistant forces. Specifically, the angles
are as follows:

Angle A: 64"+ 10% | 65

Angle B: 8° £ 10%

Angle C: 54"+ 10%

Angle D: 94"+ 10%

20

The length of the different sections are shown by way
of example in the following table:

X: Distance S 1=42 inches

Y: Distance § 2=24 inches

Z: Distance S 3=26 inches

W: Distance S 4= 18 inches

The above dimensions taken in conjunction with the
width of the vehicle canopy, which may be taken gener-
ally as 35 inches or approximately one yard, operates to
enable a greenhouse effect to be achieved. In other
words, for the volume of space which is sheltered by
the canopy, there 1s sufficient area of transparent plastic
to enable the temperature therewithin to be maintained
at a relatively comfortable level despite the possibility
of operation in cold and inclement weather conditions.
Thus, for example, the preferred embodiment of the
invention finds the canopy enclosing a volume of about
39 cubic feet, whereas the transparent area of the plastic
constituting the sheeting and covering of the frame-
work will have an area of about 57 square feet. Gener-
ally, 1t will be preterred that the canopy encloses a
volume 1n cubic feet which has a transparent area in
square feet which is about twice of the volume in cubic
feet. This will enable a greenhouse effect to be achieved
with the temperature within the canopy being raised by
at least an amount of approximately 15 to 30 degrees
Fahrenheit. It has been found specifically that the cabin
within the canopy remains comfortably warm with a
natural heat input of approximately 300 BTU’s per
hour, and this degree of heat input 1s readily achieved in
accordance with the particular fabrication of the can-
opy 1n accordance with the invention.

As has been mentioned above and as is more readily
seen with reference to FIG. 4, the sides of the vehicle
are tapered mwardly by an angle generally indicated at
E and varying according to construction from approxi-
mately four to ten degrees. This degree of deformation
of the sides enables the sides to be placed under tension
thereby holding taut the plastic sheeting covering the
framework in the manner which has been described
hereinabove. According to what has been stated above,
the frame forming the canopy of the invention includes
first and second connected planar sections, the first
section being rearwardly inclined at an angle substan-
tially greater than that of the second section which
extends rearwardly above the aforesaid source of power
and the center of gravity generally controlled thereby.
This provides the generation of a vertical air resistance
vector generally 1in the vicinity of the source of power
and passing through or adjacent the center of gravities
mentioned hereinabove. As may be noted from the
aforegoing description, the second section is resiliently
hinged to the first section, with the first section having
an area of approximately 1,500 square inches *10%,
the second section having an area of about 850 square
tinches *+10%. The first section i1s the section X,
whereas the second section 1s the section Y, all as men-
tioned i the aforegoing. The frame means moreover
has a rear portion including third and fourth connected
planar sections extending in sequence downwardly
from the rearmost part of the second section, the fourth
section being of a more vertical attitude than the third

‘section. The area of the third section is preferably in the

order of about 900 square inches = 10%, and the area of
the fourth section is about 630 inches = 10%. It will be
understood that according to the description given
hereinabove, the sections form a jaw whereto are added
the tusk-like members discussed previously in relation
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to FIG. 13 (see members 164,166 and 160,162). The
jaws are such as to resiliently resist outward deflection
but permit such deflection as will enable the tusk-hke
members to be entered into tubes accommodatm g and

holding the same. Thus, for purposes of assembly, the

jaws are forced slightly open, and the tusk-like members
are inserted into the accommodating tubes. Thereafter,
the jaws are permitted to close under their own resilient
forces, thereby locking the canopy detachably to the
vehicle in a manner permitting ready removal. Such
operation can be readily undertaken by persons without
mechanical ability or without engineering know-how

inasmuch as the canopy is itself relatively light in

weight. Thus, for example, for the preferred design,
wherein the vehicle has a weight of about 300 pounds
and the source of power weighs about one-third of the
weight of the vehicle, the canopy will weigh in the
order of approximately 26 pounds, thereby permitting
the easy handling thereof and the assemblage of the
same with the balance of the vehicle.

The canopy, with its relatively light weight, reqmres
that it be formed of a relatively thin plastic. Such plastic
may, as has been mentioned herein, be in the order of
about 0.006-0.010 inches and will be fabricated, for
example, of polyvinyl chloride or the like. The canopy
includes detachable doors, which, along with the re-
movability of the canopy or parts thereof, provide a
fun-to-use vehicle, the doors of which are removable
and the construction of which provides for great per-
sonal convenience, Aside from the great personal con-
venience and sporting aspects of the construction, there
is also afforded relatively easy means of ventilation. The
door sheeting, as mentioned hereinabove, can be folded
downwardly over the struts 18 or removed in entirety.
In the preferred case, it will be realized that provision is
made for the opening of windows. The part 134 is
readily removable, thereby providing for additional
ventilation. There is thus provided a community with
the outdoors and the sporting use of the vehicle of the
invention is greatly enhanced by the wind resistance
and the sensing of the whipping of the wind around the
vehicle under the slow speeds which are employed
deliberately according to further features of the mven-
tion.

It has been found that the wind resistance of the v'ehi-
cle, aside from the utility mentioned hereinabove, is not
a harmful factor at the speeds selected for the operation
of the vehicle, notably, about 15-25 miles per hour. This
speed is deliberately selected in this range so that the
utilization of the vehicle in upwind and downwind di-
rections is not significantly altered. This speed range
avoids wind problems, and, to this end, a relatively low
horsepower motor is employed, namely, within the
range of from one-half to one horsepower, thereby
deliberately achieving, in view of the we:ght and other
dimenstons of the vehicle construction, the desired
speeds. If the vehicle were made heavier, it would be
further confined as to speed and range and would not
achieve the notabie human engineering aspects of the
design whereby a sporting and economic use are stmul-
taneously obtained.

In a preferred construction, the wheel base of the
vehicle preferably runs about 53 inches with an overall
length of about 73 inches, whereas the tread width of
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the vehicle of the invention is approximately 31 inches 65

with an overall width of about 36 inches. The length
and width of the vehicle and their wind resistance char-
acteristics creates stability with an efficient drive due to

22

the: angles of the windshield and other canopy sections,
and, to the ends of achieving an effectively economical
drive, the front wheel is selected and positioned to di-
verge the windstream about the battery pack, thereby
to achieve an especially efficient utilization.

The seating for the passengers is arranged above the

‘rear wheels and center of gravity, thereby adding to the

vertical vector noted hereinabove with respect to wind
resistance. The batteries are located preferably under
the feet of the passengers and immediately forward of
the axes of rotation of the rear wheels.

FIGS. 20-23 illustrate some further modifications of

* the invention wherein appears a battery pack 370 of the

aforenoted type in a vehicle corresponding to that illus-
trated in FIGS. 1-6 with the exception that rear wheels
372 and 374 are respectively driven by a motor 376
coupled to and supplied with power by battery pack 370
and by pedals indicated at 378. The motor 376 is cou-
pled via chain 380 to a sprocket driving shaft 382
whereas pedals 378 are connected via chain 384 to a
sprocket driving shaft 386. Thus, since shafts 382 and
386 are not connected and operate independently of one
another, the motor 376 can drive the vehicle indepen-
dently of the pedals and vice versa.

FIG. 22 shows a one-way clutch indicated at 390
whereof pawls 392 engage in notches 394 when appro-
priately extended to provide for a connection or not of
the chain drive 384 as a consequence of which, the
motor 376 can be driven without necessitating a rota-
tion of the pedals 378, thereby avoiding mnjury to the
driver.

In the embodiment of the invention illestrated mn
FIG. 23, the battery pack is shown in two halves 400
and 402, each of which includes a 12-volt battery oper-
ating in a manner indicated hereinabove. Pedals 404 are
emplﬂyed to drive a chain 406 driving a shaft 408 which
chain is arranged so as to pass between the pack halves
400 and 402. The motor 410 drives chain 412 which
similarly drives shaft 408. Provision is made for a clutch
comnection of the pedals to the shaft 408 via chain 406
to avoid the necessity that the motor 410 drives the
pedals 404, thereby preventing possible danger to the
driver. |

FIGS. 24 and 25 show the dynamic conditions of
driving relative to the forward and rear positions of the
battery packs such as, for example, the forward battery
pack 42 of FIGS. 1-6 and the rearwardly positioned
battery pack 370 of FI1G. 20. Therein it will be observed
that the distance between the battery pack and the re-
lated axle in FIG. 24 is distance 8§ 10 which is much
greater than the corresponding distance § 12 in FIG. 28.
As a consequence thereof, the direction of force of the
rearmost wheels is indicated by arrow 420 in FIG. 24,
whereas the same force is indicated by arrow 422 in
FIG. 25. This, under the circumstances of an example
right turn indicated by arrows 424 and 425 in FIGS. 24
and 28, provides for the generation of a scrubbing or
erosion force on the front wheel under the circum-
stances illustrated. The force in the arrangement In
FIG. 24, while being acceptable, is greater than the
force indicated in FIG. 2§ which indicates that the
further to the rear that the battery pack is positioned,

the more satisfactory are the results which are achieved

in accordance with the invention.

In addition to the features mentioned heremabgve,
attention is directed to the fact that the doors detach-
ably affixed to the canopy and hingeably accommo-
dated thereon are provided with belts 202 and 204 as
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mentioned hereinabove relative to FIG. 13. These belts
are of sufficient length that the doors are permitted to
flap open to a slight degree of three to five inches or to
a greater degree if desirable. The belts 202 and 204 may
be connected together by Velcro or may be knotted
together at the free extremities thereof. The extremities
attached to the door frame may be held on by Velcro or
the like. The purpose of this arrangement 1s to minimize
the effect of air resistance and wind on the operation of
the device and to accommodate a movement of air
within the cabin of the vehicle to an extent essential to
promote the stability thereof. Accordingly, the belts
202 and 204 constitute an important feature of the in-
vention.

The fact that the doors are permitted to open to a
slight degree when the vehicle is in operation does not
appear to hamper the self-heating feature of the inven-
tion whereby the heat of the body, which is supplied by
the rate of 300 BTU’s per hour, is capable of elevating
the temperature within the cabin. This has been dis.
cussed above, but requires some additional comment in
that the volume of the cabin is purposely made small so
that in the conjunction with the relatively low speed of
the vehicle and the shapes of the various canopy sec-
tions thereof as well as the areas of the same., in further
conjunction with the verticality of the back and front,
all operate to reduce any heat loss so that the canopy
operates as a greenhouse to admit the influx of radiation
while minimizing heat loss. The vehicle of the invention
thereby compares favorably with streamline vehicles
operating at a higher rate of speed wherein, without the
supply of an external source of heat, the streamline type
of vehicle becomes very uncomfortable during opera-
tion at relatively low temperatures.

It 1s further pointed out that the vehicle of the inven-
tion conveniently utilizes two speeds and voltages in an
unusual manner to provide for all degrees of mobility
and maneuverability suitable for making the vehicle of
the invention eminently suitable for sports use as well as
utility operation. The concept of utilizing a hand con-
trol on a steering apparatus to afford the selection of
two grades of speeds and voltages to provide for the
spectrum of usages which the vehicle of the invention
affords is a novel concept with the invention and oper-
ates in conjunction with and supplemental to the vari-
ous features noted above to permit the achieving of the
same.

There will now be obvious to those skilled in the art
many modifications and variations of the structures and
circuits set forth hereinabove. These modifications and
variations will not depart from the scope of the inven-
tion if defined by the following.

What is claimed is:

1. A vehicle comprising frame means adapted to sup-
port at least one passenger, a source of power, three
wheels on and supporting said frame means for ground
traversing movement, an electric motor coupled to and
driving at least one of said wheels and being coupled to
and driven by said source of power, said source of
power being located relatively low in said vehicle and
constituting a substantial portion of the weight of the

vehicle whereby to define for said vehicle, a relatively

low center of gravity, said wheels defining respective
axes of rotation and said center of gravity being substan-
tially no higher than said axes, the source of power
including a battery pack having a weight of at least
about one hundred pounds, braking means for braking
said vehicle inclusive of the weight of said battery pack,
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sald braking means including mechanical and electro-
magnetic brakes cooperatively operable, a braking
light, and a braking light circuit coupled to said light to
supply electrical current to the light for operating the

. same when said braking means is operated, said braking

means including means at least partly constituting said
electromagnetic brakes for electromagnetically braking
sald vehicle by the use of said current and steering
means coupled to one of said wheels and including a
yoke with two handles, said braking means including
levers on said handles to control said mechanical brakes
and rotary members on said handles to selectively actu-
ate satd batteries and electro-magnetic brakes.

2. A vehicle as claimed in claim 1 wherein said center
of gravity with said vehicle unloaded is no more than
about 13 inches above ground.

3. A vehicle as claimed in claim 1 comprising passen-
ger seating means in said frame means for seating pas-
sengers at a height of about 26-32 inches above the
ground, said center of gravity with said vehicle carry-
ing a passenger load of about 400 pounds being no more
than about 28 inches above ground.

4. A vehicle as claimed in claim 2 COmprising passen-
ger seating means in said frame means for seating pas-
sengers at a height of about 26-32 inches above the
ground, said center of gravity with said vehicle carry-
Ing a passenger load of about 400 pounds being no more
than about 28 inches above ground.

3. A vehicle as claimed in claim 3 wherein said source
of power includes at least a battery pack constituting at
least about one-third of the weight of the unloaded
vehicle.

6. A vehicle as claimed in claim 5 wherein two of said
wheels are arranged in parallel with each other and are
located to the rear of the third of said wheels, said bat-
tery pack being located closer to the parallel wheels
than to said third wheel.

7. A vehicle as claimed in claim 6 wherein the battery
pack is located at least partly between the parallel
wheels.

8. A vehicle as claimed in claim 6, wherein said vehi-
cle has a longitudinal axis, comprising a steering column
connected to satd third wheel and located generally on
said longitudinal axis, and steering means coupled to
said steering column and centered about an axis spaced
laterally from said longitudinal axis.

9. A vehicle as claimed in claim 6 wherein said frame
means includes a lightweight canopy including a frame-
work of hollow tubing and plastic sheeting on said
framework to provide an enclosure for passengers.

10. A vehicle as claimed in claim 1 wherein said elec-
tric motor is a D.C. motor and said battery pack in-
cludes two lead-acid storage batteries adapted for being
selectively used separately or in series.

11. A vehicle as claimed in claim 1 comprising pedals
on said framework and coupled to one of said wheels to
supply motive power thereto.

12. A vehicle as claimed in claim 1 wherein said frame
means includes a canopy including first and second
connected planar sections, the first section being rear-
wardly inclined at an angle substantially greater than
that of the second sectiog which extendw rearwardly
above said source of power whereby to generate a verti-
cal air resistance vector generally in the vicinity of the
source of power.

13. A vehicle as claimed in claim 12 wherein the
angle of the first section is about 64°+ 10% and the
angle of the second section is about 8°+ 10%.
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14. A vehicle as claimed in claim 13 wherein the
second section is resiliently hinged to the first section.

13. A vehicle as claimed in claim 14 wherein the first
section has an area of about 1500 square inches *+10%
and the second section has an area of about 850 square
mches +10%.

16. A vehicle as claimed in claim 12 wherein said
frame means includes a rear portion including third and
fourth connected planar sections extending in sequence
downwardly from said second section, said fourth sec-
tion being of more vertical attitude than said third sec-
t1on.

17. A vehicle as claimed in claim 16 wherein the
angle of the third section 15 about 54° + 109 and the
angle of the fourth section 15 about 94° + 10%.

18. A vehicie as claimed in claim 17 wherein the area
of the third section is about 900 square inches = 10%
and the area of the fourth section 18 about 630 square
inches +10%. |

19. A vehicle as claimed in claim 16 wherein the rear
portion s resiliently urged towards said first section.

20. A vehicle as claimed in clatm 12 wheremn said
canopy encloses a volume of about 39 cubic feet and has
a transparent area of about 57 square feet whereby to
promote a greenhouse effect.

21. A vehicle as claimed in claim 18 wherein said
canopy encloses a volume of about 39 cubic feet and has
a transparent area of about 57 square feet whereby to
promote a greenhouse effect.
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22. A vehicle as claimed in claim 12 wherein said
canopy encloses a volume in cubic feet and has a trans-
parent area in square feet which is at least about twice
the volume in cubic feet.

23. A vehicle as claimed in claim 12 wherein the
vehicle has a weight related to said source of power to
enable the vehicle to be driven at a speed of 15-25 miles
per hour. | |

24. A vehicle as claimed in claim 23 wherein said
motor has a rating of from § to 1 horsepower.

25. A vehicle as claimed in claim 23 wherein said
source of power weighs about one-third the weight of
the vehicle.

26. A vehicle as claimed in claim 25 wherein the
vehicle has a weight of about 300 pounds.

27. A vehicle as claimed in claim 12 wherein said
canopy is detachable.

28. A vehicle as claimed in claim 27 wherein said
canopy is detachable.

29. A vehicle as claimed in claim 12 wherein said
canopy includes detachable doors and is substantialiy
entirely covered with transparent plastic of about
0.006-0.010" thickness. |

30. A vehicle as claimed in claim 17 wherein said
canopy includes detachable doors and is substantially
entirely covered with transparent plastic of about
0.006-0.010" thickness. |

31. A vehicle as claimed in claim 29 comprising elas-
tic belt means holding said doors together and permit-

ting limited outward displacement of the same.
* % % X *
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