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1
VALVE WITH FLEXIBLE SHEET MEMBER

This invention relates to valves and to flow network
arrangements that have particular applications in sys-
~ tems for handling biological fluids and the like.

The design of valves and flow systems for handling
biological fluids such as blood involves specialized con-
siderations. For example, valves and systems for han-
dling different fluids or successive samples should be
easily cleaned to avoid cross-contamination. Portions of
such fluid flow systems must be capable of reliable
1solation. As limited quantities of fluids are frequently
involved, valves and flow system arrangements should
have capabilities of handling and controlling small fluid
volumes. Also, biological fluids frequently contain frag-
lle and easily damaged cellular components. An exam-
ple of a flow network arrangement to which the inven-
tion relates is in an instrument for the analysis of specific
constituents of biological fluids such as whole blood,
serum, and plasma. Such analyses provide useful diag-
nostic information on metabolic disturbances, and assist
in the control of life support devices and the evaluation
of the effectiveness of therapeutic measures.

In accordance with the invention, there is provided a
valve that is particularly useful in biological fluid han-
dling systems. The valve includes a body member that
has a firm and stable support surface and a flexible sheet
member that has a surface for conforming and mating
engagement with the surface of the valve body member.
A land portion in the surface of one of the valve mem-
bers separates two fluid flow channels in that member.
An actuator 1s arranged to flex the sheet member be-
tween a first position in which the surface of the sheet
member 1S in mating and sealing engagement with the
surface of the body member to sealing block flow be-
tween the two channels, and a second position in which
the sheet surface is spaced from the first position to
allow fluid flow across the land surface between the
two flow channels. |

The invention permits the formation of a number of
different valve configurations, including “flow
through” valve “T” valves, and valves of bypass con-
figurations, and the arrangement of such valves in com-
pact arrays. A particular valve embodiment permits
introduction of a gas (i.e., air) for segmenting of a liquid
in a flow network. Flow transitions imposed by rapid
cycling of the valve provide effective cleaning action.
The valve provides excellent isolation between differ-
ent liquids, which, in a particular embodiment, include
successive samples, calibration liquids and condltlonmg
liquids. While valves and flow system arrangements In
accordance with the invention have application in a
wide variety of fields, particular applications are in
systems for the analysis of biological fluids, and in vas-
cular interface systems which provide support for tfans-
ducers, catheters, sampling sites and the like for ongo-
ing on-line analysis with capability for manual or re-
mote control options. The configuration of the actuator
and 1ts direction of movement may vary depending on
the particular application. Numerous different actuator
systems including electrical, electromechanical, pneu-
matic and hydraulic may be suitable, also depending on
the particular system and application. Similarly, the
actuator may be coupled to the valve sheet membrane
in various manners, such as a magnetic coupling ar-
rangement with a component embedded in the mem-
brane.
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In preferred embodiments, the valve is of biologically
compatible materials, and has a small volume (less than
ten microliters) when open and essentially zero deads-
pace when closed. The valve body member is a trans-
parent face plate; at least one of the channels is a groove
that extends along the surface of the body member that
1s engaged by the flexible sheet, and the flexible sheet is
opaque and of contrasting color to the fluid to be han-
dled. The actuator flexes the sheet in a direction perpen-
dicular to the support surface to open the valve and
form a chamber of generally frustoconical configura-
tion which is filled with the fluid such that an immediate
visual indication of the position of the valve is provided.
The valve has a gentle and smooth closing action in a
radially inward direction which results in significantly
less damage to blood cells and similar fragile compo-
nents of biological fluids then other valves such as face
valves that heretofore have been utilized in blood analy-
sis instruments. |

In a particular valve array embodiment, the cylindri-
cal head portions of a plurality of actuators are embed-
ded in a relatively soft (less than one hundred Shore A
durometer) polyurethane membrane sheet and a flow
channel network is formed in a face plate of transparent
acrylic plastic. A spring-loaded backing plate clamps
the membrane against the face plate and maintains con-.
sistent clamping and sealing forces. Each individual
valve has a spring which moves its membrane portion
into mating engagement with the rigid face plate surface
and a solenoid actuator provides axial force to flex the
membrane away from the face plate surface with mod-
est stressing of the membrane. Valves in accordance
with the invention are easy to fabricate, easy to operate,
and may be arranged in compact valve arrays in a vari-
ety of fluid handling networks.

Other features and advantages of the invention will
be seen as the following description of a particular em-

bodiment progresses, in conjunction with the drawmgs
in which:

FIG. 1 is a front view of a blood analysis instrument
in accordance with the invention; |

FIG. 2 1s a sectional view, taken along the line 2—2,
of the valve array employed in the instrument shown in
FIG. 1; -

FIG. 3 1s an exploded view of components of the
valve array shown in FIG. 2;

FIG. 4 1s an elevational view of the face plate of the
valve array showing details of the flow network;

FIG. 5 1s a sectional view taken along the line 5—5 of
FIG. 4; |

FIG. 6 1s a perspective view of a valve actuator rod:

FIG. 7 is a view of a valve in accordance with the
invention in closed position;

FIG. 8 1s a sectional view taken along the line 8—8 of
FIG. 7;

FIG. 9 is a view of the valve of FIG. 7 in open posi-
tion;
- FIG. 10.1s a sectional view taken along the line
10—10 of FIG. 9; and

FIGS. 11-16 are diagrams showing operational se-
quences of the instrument shown in FIG. 1.

DESCRIPTION OF PARTICULAR
EMBODIMENTS

Shown in FIG. 1 is a front view of a blood analysis
instrument that includes a sample probe 10, a valve
array 12, a potassium sensing electrode 14, a sodium
sensing electrode 16, and a reference electrode 18. Sam-
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ple probe 10 is movable between a waste receptacle 20
and a sample source. Inlet line 22 is connected between

sample probe 10 and inlet.26 of the valve array. Rigid
- tube 28 i1s connected between valve array outlet 30 and
_ the potassium sensing electrode 14. Connected to refer-
- ence electrode 18 through line 32 and pinch valve 34 is
a source 36 of reference electrolyte Line 40 from refer-
- ence electrode assembly 18 1s connected through perl-
staltic pump 42 to waste receptacle 20.
. Valve array 12 also has an inlet 50 connected via line
52 to a first source 54 of calibrating fluid: an inlet 56

- connected via line 58 t0.a second source 60 of calibrat-

ing fluid;: a third inlet 62 connected via line 64 to a
- source 66 of conditioner for the sodium electrode 16:
and ports 68, 70 connected to peristaltic pump 72.

~ The valve array 12 includes nine valves 80 and an
array of interconnecting passages; passage 82 extending
from port:26 to valve 80-1; passage 84 extending from
valve 80-1 to valve 80-2; passage 86 extending from

~valve 80-2 to valve 80-5; passage 88 extending ‘from

-'valve 80-5 to valve 80-3; passage 90 extending- from
~valve 80-3-to outlet port 30; passage 92 extending from
port 68 to valve 8(3-4; passage 94 extending from valve
- 80-4-to valve 80-5; passage 96 extending from valve 80-4
to port 70; passage’' 100 extending from valve 80-4 to
valve 80-7; passage 102 extending from valve 80-7 to
~valve 80-8; passage 104 extending from valve 80-8 to

10

4
in length. Surface 126 of the land array 128 is about 0.4
millimeter above the base surface of face plate 120 and
is flat and smooth (RMS 32). Formed in each valve land
and 1nterconneet1ng land is one or more channels, in the
form of grooves or trenches 170 (each about 0.8 milli-

meter in width and about 0.6 millimeter in depth formed

',_by a ball end mill); through bores 172-1 and 172-2, each

about 0.8 millimeter in diameter; and L-shaped passages
174, each of whleh extends between an external port

and a groove in a valve land. Thus, passage 82 extends
from port 26 through L-shaped passage 174-1 and
groove 170-1 to land 176-1 at valve site 166-1; and

~groove 170-2 extends from valve site 166-1 through
~ valve sites 166-2 and 166-5 to land 176-3 at valve site

15

20

25

- valve 80-9; passage: 106 extending from valve 80-9 to

-valve 80-6; passage 108 extending from “valve 80-7 to
. port 30; passage 110 extending from valve 80-8 to port
56; and passage 112 extendlng from valve 80 9 to port
.62. | - =

A sectlonal view. of the valve array 12 is shown in
FIG. 2. That valve array includes a transparent face
plate 120 of cast acrylic resin that has a- width of about
-eight centimeters, a length of about 8% centimeters, and
a depth of about 13 centimeters. Clamped against the
bottom surface of faee plate 120 is a manifold’ dia-
phragm sheet 122 of white polyurethane of 40 shore A
‘durometer hardness that has a smooth, pit-free surface
124 (the mold surface having a mirror polish) seated
against the surface 1126 of the raised. land array 128
(FIG. 4) on the lower surface of plate 120. Diaphragm
sheet 122 has a thickness of about three millimeters and

its width and length dimensions are slightly less than the

30

35

166-3. At eaeh valve site is a valve land 176 about 1

mllhmeter in width; land 176-1 separating ehannels
170-1 and 170-2; land 176-2 separating bore 172-1 from

stub extension 178 of channel 170-2; land 176-3 separat-
- ing the end of channel 170 2 from channel 170-3; land

176-5 separatlng channel 170-2 from channel 170-4; land

176-4 separating channels 170-—4 and 170-5; land 176-6

separating channel 170-5 from bore 172-2; land 176-7

separating channel 170-5 from passage 174-5; land 176-8
separating channel 170-5 from 170-6; and land 176-9

separating channel 170-5 from passage 174-7.

Further details of the valve actuator rod 150 may be

_.seen with reference to FIG. 6. Each rod has a head
portion 152 about three mllllmeters in diameter and
about four millimeters in length, a shaft section 180

about two. mllllmeters in diameter with a threaded sec-
tion 154 about six milhimeters in length and a foot por-
tion 184. Formed in head portion 152 is an axially ex-
tending bore 186 about 12 millimeter in diameter and 23
millimeters deep; and two transverse bores 188, 190 that

~ extend through head 152 and each is about one millime-

40

45

width and length dimensions of face plate 120. Aper-

-tures aluminum backing plate 130 has a thickness of -

about six. millimeters and the same width and length
dimensions as face plate 120. Mounting plate 132 is
biased against the bottom of backing plate 130 by
springs 134 which are supported on headed studs 136

that pass through holes 138 in solenoid support plate

140 and then through holes 141 in mounting plate 132,
‘holes 144 in backing plate 130, holes 146 in diaphragm
sheet 122 and are secured in threaded bores 148 in face
plate 120. -~ ~ © - - SRR
Secured to dlaphragm member 122 1s an array of nine
actuators 150, the head 152 of each being embedded in
the polyurethane manifold sheet 122. Each actuator 150
1s connected by a threaded section 154 and coupling 156

50

ter in diameter. The heads 152 of actuator 150 are em-
bedded in the manifold diaphragm 122 during the mold-

ing operation with polyurethane flowing through bores

186, 188, and 190 to securely affix the actuator head 152
to the dlaphragm sheet 122. |

Shown in FIGS. 7 and 8 1s a view of a valve 80 in
closed position with diaphragm surface 124 seated on
land 176. The inlet channel 170A is filled with blood
(which is visible through transparent face plate 120) but

~ flow to the outlet channel 170B is blocked by the firm

seating_ of diaphragm surface 124 against land 176, in a

“*zero deadspace’valving: action. Movement of actua-

tor 150 by its solenoid .158 (an axlal travel of about §
millimeter) moves the valve to its fully open position as

~shown in FIGS. 9 and 10. :-In that position, a valve

- chamber- 192.0f frustoconical configuration is formed

55

over land 176 with a circular.peripheral margin 194 in
-contact with plate surface 126, and a generally flat sur-

face 196 spaced from land 176. The blood from channel

170A flows through:chamber 192 to outlet channel

 170B, and‘the fluid color contrast with the white back-

60

to a solenoid actuator 158. A spring 160 (of about one

pound closing force) is seated between surface 162 of
plunger 150 and recess 164 of mounting plate 132.

Further details of the raised land array 128 in face

plate 120 may be seen with reference to FIGS. 4 and 5.
Land array 128 includes a set of nine generally circular
valve sites 166, each about 15 centimeter in diameter,
and interconnection lands 168, each about 3 centimeter

65

ground of diaphragm 122 (a circular area about four
millimeters ‘ih- diamieter) provides an indication that is

-clearly visible through the transparent. face plate 120 of

the-open position of the valve.

When actuator 150 is released, the membrane resil-
ience supplemented by a gentle closing force of spring
160 returns the flexed portion of diaphragm 122 to its
initial seated position in a smooth, radial inward, wiping

action which flows fluid from the valve chamber 102

into the channels 170A and 170B so that the diaphragm
surface 124 gently seats on the plate surface 126 with
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essentially no damage to delicate cellular material in the
fluid being controlled by the valve.

Isolation valves 80-1 and 80-3 are of the type shown
in FIGS. 7-10; T-valves 80-5, 80-7, 80-8, and 80-9 have
a straight through channel that is always open and a
second channel separated from the straight through
channel by a valve land; vent valves 80-2 and 80-6 have
a channel separated from a perpendicular vent passage
via a valve land; and shunt valve 80-4 has two flow
through channels separated by a valve land.

An operational sequence of the instrument 1s indi-
cated in the diagrams of FIGS. 11-16. With the tip of
sample probe 10 immersed in a sample of the liquid to be
analyzed in contamer 200, as indicated in FIG. 11,
valves 80-1 and 80-3 are opened by their respective

3

10

15

solenoids 158-1 and 158-3, and peristaltic pump 42 is

operated to inspirate sample 202 through probe 10 to
sensor 24. When sensor 24 signals that the desired quan-
tity of sample to be analyzed (about 180 microliter vol-
ume of blood or serum) valve 80-1 is closed and valve
80-2 is opened to vent the line between valve 80-1 and
pump 42. Pump 42 is then stopped and the sample 202 to
be analyzed thus is stored in line 22 as indicated in FIG.
11.

When probe 10 has been wiped and inserted into
waste receptacle 20, vent valve 80-2 1s closed and probe
isolation valve 80-1 1s opened, and pump 42 is again
energized to draw the sample 202 through the valve
array 12 into the sample chambers of electrode systems
14 and 16. As the blood sample 202 is being drawn past
valve 80-2, that valve is pulsed seven times, the valve
being -open for about 40 milliseconds and closed for
about 130 milliseconds at each pulse cycle, so that seven
segments 204 of air are inserted into the leading portion
of sample 202, as indicated in FIG. 12. This segmenting
of the blood sample produces liquid flow transients
which clean the surfaces of the flow passages and analy-
sis chambers. This segmented leading portion of the
blood sample 202 is drawn through the electrode cham-
bers 14 and 16 and past the reference junction 38 and
through line 40. Electrode isolation valve 80-3 is closed
on the trailing portion of the blood sample 202 as indi-
cated in FIG. 13, so that the blood sample is held in the
analysis chambers of potassium electrode 14 and sodium
electrode 16. Pinch valve 34 is simultaneously opened
‘and electrolyte 206 is drawn from reservoir 36 past
reference electrode 18 and through junction 38 to form
a conductive path from reference electrode 18 to the
blood sample 202 as indicated in FIG. 13. About one
second after valve 34 is opened, pump 42 is stopped and
the electrodes 14, 16 are allowed to equilibrate with the
sample 202.

During that equilibration interval, probe 10 is back
flushed by means of pump 72. Valves 80-1, 80-5, and
80-6 are opened. With valve 80-4 closed, pump 72 is
operated and the manifold line (sections 100, 102, 104,
and 106) is dried, the liquid being pumped by pump 72
from the manifold through probe 10 into waste recepta-
cle 20. Calibrate valve 80-7 is then opened and liquid
208 1s drawn from reservoir 54 by pump 72 in a back
flushing flow through sample probe 10 to waste con-
tainer 20. During this flush cycle, pulse operation of
valve 80-6 introduces segments 210 of air into the lead-
ing portion of the flush liquid 208 as indicated in FIG.

20
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14. After the back flush interval, all pumping is stopped 65

for the remainder of the equilibration interval {about
eight seconds), and then data is taken from the sodium
and potasstum electrode systems.

6

After the data has been taken, the analysis chambers
are flushed and a calibration check is run. Valves 80-1
and 80-3 are opened and probe 10 1s aspirated dry by
pump 42 with concurrent pulsing of valve 80-2 to clean
that valve. Valve 80-1 1s then closed; valves 80-4, 80-5,
and 80-7 are opened; and pump 42 pulls calibrating
liquid from reservoir 54 through the sample analysis
chambers of electrode systems 14 and 16 as indicated in
FIG. 15. This flow of liquid has its leading edge seg-
mented by operation of air valve 80-6 to provide clean-
ing action of the flow passage surfaces and analysis
chambers; and then valve 80-6 is closed so that there is
a continuous flow of calibration fluid through the analy-
s1s chambers of electrode systems 14 and 16 as indicated
in FIG. 15. Valve 80-3 is then closed and valve 34 is
opened to create an electrolyte-calibration liquid inter-
face at junctions 38, and the calibration of electrodes 14
and 16 1s checked. During the flushing and cleaning
cycle of the probe (FIG. 14) and of the analysis cham-
bers (F1G. 15) each valve in the sample flow path
(valves 80-1, 80-2, 80-5, and 80-3) is opened and closed
in a flutter action which provides effective cleaning of
the valve chambers 192. Thus the valves, probe 10, and
the analysis chambers of the electrode systems 14 and 16
are cleaned in preparation for the next analysis cycle.

Calibration fluid from reservoir 60 or conditioning
fluid from reservoir 66 may similarly be pumped
through the analysis chambers of electrode systems 14
and 16. As indicated in FIG. 16, for example, by open-
ing valve 80-8 rather than valve 80-7, calibration liquid
212 1s pumped from the reservoir 60, the closed valve
80-7 providing complete isolation of calibration liquid
206. In operation, manifold vent valve 80-6 is first
opened together with valves 80-4, 80-5 and 80-7, and
pump 42 clears (dries) the entire manifold line (sections
94, 100, 102, 104 and 106). Valve 80-6 is then closed and
valve 80-7 1s opened so that liquid is pumped from reser-
voir 60 through the analysis chambers as indicated in
FIG. 16. The flow of each such liquid may be seg-
mented with air by operation of valve 80-6, as desired.

The analysis system provides efficient handling of
small volumes of specimens to be analyzed. A blood or
serum specimen of less than 200 microliters volume is
analyzed while the volume of a urine specimen is about
700 microhters. Cross-contamination 1s minimized by
the valve configurations, the manifold arrangement and
the valve interconnections. Each liquid line can be
pumped dry so that there is no hquid-liquid interface,
and each has a valved vent to atmosphere. Each valve
is easily cleaned and has low (essentially zero) residual
volume.

While a variety of valve configurations are employed
in the valve array 12, including valves of the flow
through type such as valve 80-1, ported valves such as
valve 80-2, T-valves such as valves 80-5 and 80-7 and
by-pass valves such as valves 80-4, it will be apparent
that other valve configurations may be obtained in ac-
cordance with the invention. Also, other liquid han-
dling control configurations, such as the pumping of
fluids with an array of valve type components, may also
be obtained.

While particular embodiments of the invention have
been shown and described, various modifications will
be apparent to those skilled in the art, and therefore it is
not intended that the invention be limited to the dis-
closed embodiments or to details thereof and departures
may be made therefrom within the spirit and scope of
the invention.
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What is claimed is:

1. A valve comprising

a valve body member having a firm and stable sur-
face,

a flexible valve sheet member having a surface for
conforming and mating engagement with said
valve body surface,

backing plate structure,

biasing means for resiliently clamping said sheet
member between said body member and said back-
ing plate structure,

first and second channel portions in one of said mem-
bers with a land portion between said channel por-
tions, the surface of said land portion being coinci-
dent with the surface of the member in which it is
located,

and an actuator for flexing said sheet member be-
tween a first position in which said valve sheet
surface 1s in mating and sealing engagement with
sald valve body surface to sealingly block flow
between said first and second channel portions, and
a second position in which said sheet surface is
spaced away from said first position to allow flow
between said first and second channel portions
across said land portion.

2. The valve of claim 1 wherein said channel portions
include a groove that extends along the surface of the
member in which said land portion is located.

3. A valve comprising

a valve body member having a firm and stable sur-
face,

a flexible valve sheet member having a surface for
conforming and mating engagement with said
valve body surface,

first and second grooves extending along the surface
of one of said members with a land portion located
between the ends of said two grooves, the surface
of said land portion being coincident with the sur-
face of the member in which it 1s located,

and an actuator for flexing said sheet member be-
tween a first position in which said valve sheet
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surface is in mating and sealing engagement with

said valve body surface to sealingly block flow
between said first and second grooves, and a sec-
ond position in which said sheet surface 1s spaced
away from said first position to allow flow between
said first and second grooves across said land por-
tion. |

4. A valve comprising

a valve body member having a firm and stable sur-
face,

a flexible valve sheet member having a surface for
conforming and mating engagement with said
valve body surface, |

first and second channel portions in one of said mem-
bers with a land portion between said channel por-
tions, the surface of said land portion being coinci-
dent with the surface of the member in which it is
located, one of said channel portions being a flow
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through groove that extends along the surface of 60

the member in which said land portion is located,
and said land portion being located between said
groove and an adjacent channel portion

and an actuator for flexing said sheet member be-
tween a first position in which said valve sheet
surface is in mating and sealing engagement with
said valve body surface to sealingly block flow
between said flow through groove and said adja-
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cent channel portion, and a second position in
which said sheet surface is spaced away from said
first position to allow flow between said flow

through groove and said adjacent channel portion
across said land portion.

S. The valve of claim 4 wherein said adjacent channel
portion 1s a second flow through groove that extends
along the surface of the member in which said land
portion 1s located, and said land portion is between said
two grooves so that two separate flow through passages
are isolated from one another when said valve sheet
surface is in mating and sealing engagement with said
valve body surface, and fluid is permitted to flow be-
tween said flow through passages across said land por-
tion when said sheet surface is spaced away from said
valve body surface.

6. The valve of claim 4 wherein said adjacent channel

- portion includes a port in the surface of the member in

which said land portion is located, and said land portion
1s between said groove and said port so that said flow
through passage is isolated from said adjacent channel
portion when said valve sheet surface is in mating and
sealing engagement with said valve body surface, and
fluid 1s permitted to flow between said passage and said
adjacent channel portion across said land portion when
sald sheet surface is spaced away from said valve body
surface.

7. The valve of any one of claims 2-6 and further
including backing plate structure, and means for clamp-
ing said sheet member between said body member and
sald backing plate structure, said backing plate structure
having a circular opening such that a valve chamber of
generally frustoconical configuration is provided when
said actuator flexes said sheet member away from said
body member.

8. The valve of any one of claims 1-6 wherein one of
sald members 1s transparent.

9. The valve of any one of claims 1-6 wherein said
flexible sheet member i1s of a different color than the
filuid to be controlled by said valve and said body mem-
ber is transparent. -

10. The valve of claim 1 wherein said flexible sheet
member 1s softer and more resilient than said body
member. -

11. The valve of claim 10 wherein said flexible sheet
member has a hardness of less than one hundred Shore
A durometer. |

12. The valve of claim 11 wherein said body member
and said flexible sheet member are each of biologically
inert material and are impermeable to the fluid to be
controlled by said valve.

13. The valve of claim 1 wherein said actuator 1s
adapted to flex said sheet member in a direction perpen-
dicular to said stable surface of said body member.

14. The valve of claim 1 wherein said actuator in-
cludes a portion embedded in said sheet member.

15. The valve of claim 1 wherein said actuator has a
cyhindrical head embedded in said sheet member effec-
tive to stabilize the surface of said sheet member in the
immediate vicinity of said land portion.

16. The valve of claim 1 wherein said actuator in-
cludes biasing means that acts to urge said sheet mem-
ber into mating engagement with the surface of said
body member.

17. The valve of any one of claims 1, 12 or 14 wherein
the surfaces of said body member and said sheet mem-
ber are planar.

18. A valve comprising
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a valve body member of transparent biologically inert
material having a firm and stable planar surface,

a flexible valve sheet member of biologically inert
material having a planar surface for conforming
and mating engagement with said valve body sur-
face, backing plate structure, biasing means for
resiliently clamping said sheet member between
said body member and said backing plate structure,

first and second channel portions in one of said mem-
bers with a land portion between said channel por-
tions, the surface of said land portion being coinci-
dent with the surface of the member in which it is
located,

and an actuator 1ncluding a portion embedded in said
sheet member for flexing said sheet member be-
tween a first position in which said valve sheet
surface is in mating and sealing engagement with
said valve body surface to sealingly block flow
between said first and second channel portions, and
a second position in which said sheet surface is
spaced away from said first position to allow flow
between said first and second channel positions
across said land portion.

19. The valve of claim 18 wherein said backing plate
structure has a circular opening such that a frustoconi-
cal valve chamber defined in part by the marginal sur-
faces of said circular opening is provided when said
actuator flexes said sheet member away from said body
member.

20. A valve array comprising a face plate body mem-
ber having a firm and stable surface,

a flexible valve sheet member having a surface for
conforming and mating engagement with said
valve face plate surface,

- backing plate structure,

biasing means for resiliently clamping said sheet
member between said body member and said back-
Ing plate structure,

a network of channel portions in one of said members
with a plurality of valve land portions, each said
valve land portion being located between two adja-
cent ones of said channel portions, the surfaces of
said land portions being coincident with the surface
of the member in which they are located,

and a plurality of actuators, each said actuator being
arranged to flex said sheet member between a first
position in which said valve sheet surface is in
mating and sealing engagement with said valve
face plate surface to sealingly block flow between
adjacent ones of said channel portions, and a sec-
ond position in which said sheet surface is spaced
away from said first position to allow flow between
said adjacent channel portions across the land por-
tion corresponding to that actuator.

21. The valve array of claim 20 wherein said channel

portions are in the surface of the member in which said
land portions are located.
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22. The valve array of claim 20 wherein said face
plate member is of transparent material.

23. The valve array of claim 20 wherein each said
actuator tlexes said sheet in a direction perpendicular to
said rigid surface of said face plate member.

24. The valve array of claim 20 wherein each said
actuator has a portion embedded in said sheet member.

25. The valve array of claim 20 wherein each said
actuator has a cylindrical head embedded in said sheet
member effective to stabilize the surface of said sheet
member in the immediate vicinity of each said land
portion.

26. The valve array of either claim 20 or 25 wherein
said flexible sheet member has a smooth continuous
surface of a different color than the fluid to be con-
trolled by said valves and said face plate member is
transparent.

27. The valve array of claim 20 wherein each said
actuator includes biasing means that acts to urge said
sheet member into mating engagement with the surface
of said face plate member.

28. The valve array of claim 20 wherein the mating
surfaces of said face plate member and said sheet mem-
ber are planar. |

29. The valve array of claim 20 wherein said backing -
plate structure has a plurality of circular openings
through which said actuators extend such that a frusto-
conical valve chamber defined in part by the marginal
surfaces of said circular opening is provided when any
one of said actuators flexes said sheet member away
from said face plate member.

30. The valve array of claim 20 wherein said channel
portions include a network of grooves that extends
along the surface of said face plate member in which
said land portions are located.

31. The valve array of claim 30 wherein said face
plate member is of transparent material, said flexible
sheet member has a smooth continuous surface of a
different color than the fluid to be controlled by said
valves and the mating surfaces of said face plate mem-
ber and said sheet member are planar.

32. The valve array of claim 31 wherein said face
plate member and said flexible sheet member are each of
biologically inert material and are impermeable to the
fluids to be controlled by said valve array, and said
flexible sheet member is of less than one hundred Shore
A durometer hardness.

33. The valve array of claim 32 wherein each said
actuator has a cylindrical head embedded in said sheet
member effective to stabilize the surface of said sheet
member in the immediate vicinity of each said land
portion, each said actuator includes biasing means that
acts to urge said sheet member into mating engagement
with the surface of said face plate member, and each
said actuator is adapted to flex said sheet member in a

direction perpendicular to said rigid surface of said face

plate member.
* %k % %k Xk
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