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A floating container, specially adapted to hold live bait,
[gé] glts %13 .............................................. 4%%;{ z;;gg which is shaped like a small boat so that it can be pulled
E 5 g% Fi-el;i f Search """""""""""""""" 4 3 /44 99’ 55. 56 behind a fishing vessel without sinking. The container is
0 emmmmmmmmm—— R transparent so that the bait carried therein can be seen
[56] References Cited and thus attract game fish in the surrounding water. The
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container is structured to provide. proper aeration for
the bait, yet allow access to it when needed. Closure
doors are positioned to shut independently when the
container is being towed. | |

5 Claims, 5 Drawing Figures
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1
CHUMATE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Providing the most adequate means to keep live bait
fresh and ready for use by operators of fishing boats has
been a problem which often-times required compromis-
ing convenience and expense. That is, devices that did
this job adequately were often expensive and cumber-
some, but the less expensive equipment dld not perform
well at-all.

Also, though attracting game fish by: “chummmg
was desirable, this entailed inconvenience and loss of
the bait when it was thrown overboard as in the con-
ventional chumming method. |

Furthermore, many bait tanks occupied valuable
space in boats (particularly small ones) whereas towing
of bait tanks in the water tended to llmlt the speed at
which boats could pull them.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is the object of this invention to overcome the
previously mentioned and other problems and to pro-
vide the advantages such as hereinafter described.

Thus, a bait tank in accordance with this invention is
provided -with flotation and shaped with a slanting for-
ward bow and flat bottom adequate to ride like a smaill
boat behind the tc)wmg boat. '-+

The bait tank is made of transparent material so that
the bait contained therein can be seen by game fish
which are attracted to it.

Openings are provided in the bait tank which allow
aeration but prevent too much water from entering.
Doors for removing and loading bait feature self-clos-
ing mechanisms as desired.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s an isometric view of a bait tank in accor-
dance with this invention with attached towing and
closing ropes.

FIG.21is a Iongltudlnally sectioned view of the bait
tank as taken through 2—2 in FIG. 1 showing the top
doors open while the tank is not being pulled.

FIG. 3 1s a view as in FIG. 2 showing the closure of
the top doors and water flow when the tank is moved
by the towmg ropes.

FIG. 4 1s a planview of the top of the bait contamer
tank.

FIG. § is a fragmented, partially sectioned, view
showing the bottom drain holes with a removable stop-
per fitted in place thereover as a closure means.

DESCRIPTION OF A PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT OF THE INVENTION

A bait tank in accordance with this invention as
shown in the drawings is comprised of a container
formed from transparent rigid walls sealed together at
their joining edges so as to be water tight. These include
side walls 20 and 22 joined together at the rear by back
wall 24, at the front by upwardly slanting bow wall 26,
on the bottom by base plate 28 and on the top by load-
ing cover 30.

The walls are provided with multiple aeration holes
32 so that water in the container can have a flow flush
through it thus providing oxygen for bait fish held
therein. The aeration holes 32 in the front bow wall 26
have swivelly mounted shut-off doors 34 mounted adja-
cent to the aeration holes adapted to be pivoted to close
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them so that when the tank is being pulled in water
excessive water will not enter these holes. This is to

avoid drowning of live bait carried in the container by

forcing water to flow hard through these holes.

‘The top cover 30 1s provided with spaced loading
openings 36 and 38 made large enough to easily receive
and allow removal of live bait. These openings 36 and
38 are closed, respectively, by trap-type-doors 40 and 42
movably mounted adjacent thereto on the top cover 30.
Door 42 is hingedly mounted for opening as best shown
in FIG. 2. Door 40 is provided with three longidudi-
nally aligned parallel slots 43A, 43B and 43C through
which,
43F(centrally aligned across the adjacent top cover 30)
project to guide door 40 for sliding movement thereon.

In order to assure that the door 40 is closed when the
container is being towed a stretch cord closing line 44
extends from its rear connection 46 on the forward edge
of door 40 with just enough length to pull shut when
secured to towing rope 50 at pulling connection 52. One
end of towing rope 50 is attached to a bow loop 54
mounted in the upper front 'portion of bow plate 26. The
other end of towing rope 50 is attached by sultable
means (not shown) to the user’s boat.

Bow loop 54 is attached to bow plate 26 and ad_]om-
ing top cover 30 through spaced forward corner holes
S4A and 54B. Bow loop 54 and a similar stern loop 55
attached through rear corner S5A and 55B in‘top cover
30 near back wall 24 provide hand-grips for manually
lifting the container.

The location of pulling connection 52 of closing line
44 on towing rope 50 is spaced so that when rope 50 is
pulled tight closing line 44 is pulled down to close con-
nected trap door 40 as shown in FIG. 3. On the other
hand, when rope 50 is released connected line 44 is also
released so that trap door 40 can be opened as shown in
F1G. 2. The length of line 44 between its connections 46
and 52 1s predetermined to achieve the above results.

Also, the mere drifting of the bait tank away from the
boat will be sufficient to close sliding door 40 by pulling
on rope 0.

Drain holes 64, which are smaller than the smallest
bait to be used to prevent its escape, are provided in the
center of bottom plate 28. These holes are sealingly
closed by a rubber stopper plug 56 which is adapted to
be mounted for closure in an encircling flush position.
Since these drain holes 64 are the only ones in the bot-
tom of the tank water can be retained in the tank when
it is lifted when plug 56 closes these holes. Thus, bait
can be safely carried in the tank when it is removed
from surrounding water without releasing water
therein. | |

In order to provide the proper level of flotation,
suitable buoyant flotation material is provided in a layer
60 inside of the bait tank container secured to the under-
side of loading cover 30 between openings 36 and 38.
The flotation material can be made of variable colors
which are selected as lures to attract fish to the tank. .

Thus, by this unique invention a structure has been
created for chumming with live bait in a transparent,
aquarium-type tank having continuous aeration.

In use the bait tank is filled with water and the live
bait dropped into it through openings 36 and 38. Then
the bait tank is put into the water and the towing rope
50 attached thereto is secured to a suitable towing boat.
When the towing boat is under way towing rope 50

respectively, upright pegs 43D, 43E and



4,297,804

3

pulls connected closing cord 44 tight thereby causing
attached door 40 to shut over opening 36.

~When the towing boat moves at high speed the doors
34 are closed over holes 32 to prevent entry of water.

The bait tank will ride behide the towing boat like a
small boat because of its construction and will not dip
deeper into the water under tow because of the slanted

bevel of bow wall 26.

Though a particular detailed description of a pre-
ferred embodiment of this invention has been shown
and described herein this is not meant as a limitation but
as exemplicative only of a form of this development
which is intended to be limited only by the spirit of the
following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. An aquarium-type floating bait tank including:

- -an enclosed boat-shaped container having oppositely

~disposed top and bottom walls suitable for high

- speed pulling, holding water and carrying live bait

therein, said container being made substantially of

transparent material so that bait carried within it

can be seen from surrounding water when floated
therein;

sald enclosed container having aeration holes posi-

tioned to supply fresh air to water carried therein,
a bait opening in the top wall of said container,
drain holes in the bottom wall of said container and
plug means to selectively close said drain holes;

5

10

15

20

23

30

35

43

50

33

60

63

4

flotation means mounted on said container adapted to
hold it at preselected floating levels when in water;
a closable door mounted on said container so as to be
able to seal shut said bait opening in the top wall

thereof; and

a towing rope connected on one end to said con-
tainer, a closing line connected between said tow-
ing rope and said closable door wherein said clos-
ing line connections are predeterminedly posi-
tioned so that when said towing rope is pulled tight
the connected closing line will automatically pull
sald door closed and when loosened said door can
be opened.

2. A bait tank as defined in claim 1 including a wall
slanted upwardly from the bottom wall to the top wall
which prevents said container from dipping deeper into
the water when being pulled. |

3. A bait tank as defined in claim 2 wherein said in-
clined wall of said container is provided with aeration
holes and swivelly mounted doors positioned to be able
to close said aeration holes.

4. A bait tank as defined in claim 1 wherein said flota-
tion 1s provided in layers of variable coloration to act as
a lure to attract fish.

5. A bait tank as defined in claim 1 which includes a
second bait opening in the top wall of said container, a
second door mounted to close over said second bait

opening.
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