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1
RMEDICATION RECORD-KEEPING PACKAGE

This iy a continvation, of application Ser. No.

741,454, filed Nov. 12, 1976 and abandoned upon the
filing hereof.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to the keeping of medi-
cal records, and more particularly to a package of forms
for keeping records relating to the medication adminis-
tered to an individual patient.

The periodic administration of medication to patients
in accordance with the instructions of their physicians is
an important nursing function of modern hospitals. Ac-
curate and readily available records of the medication
prescribed and administered is essential to the perfor-
mance of this function.

According to the conventional record-keeping tech-
niques, physicians enter the medication prescribed, the
dosage, and other such information on standardized
charts, one such chart being provided for each patient.
All the current charts pertaining to patients in a particu-

lar area of the hospital are collected in a loose leaf

binder or the like and carried on a medication cart that
is wheeled along a route from patient to patient. The
physician’s instructions are available for the nurse’s
reference at the patient’s bedside, and she can immedi-
ately record the administration of the medicine to the
patient to update appropriate columns on the chart.
Since the original medication charts are carried about
on the medication cart and are not readily available to
all nurses or physicians, it is conventional to maintain a
periodically updated supplemental medication record at
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a nursing station or other fixed location. The copying of 35

information from the chart carried on the medication
cart to the supplemental record is time consuming and 1s
a potential source of sericus errors.

The principal objective of the present invention is to
provide for the efficient and substantially error free
transfer of information from the original medication
record to the supplemental record.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a record-keeping
package for hospital use in which information recorded
on the cover sheet of the package is duplicated on un-
derlying pressure sensitive transfer sheets. Periodicaily,
a transfer sheet is detached from the cover sheet and
attached to a retention sheet to provide a progressively
updated supplemental record. The cover sheet contain-
ing the original record of the information can be carried
on the medicine cart, while the supplemental record is
maintained at a fixed location.

More specifically, the cover sheet of the package 1s in
the form of a chart having a medication column on
which information relating to the medication prescribed

by a physician is recorded. Information relating to the

administration of the medication to the patient is en-
tered in administration columns parallel to the medica-
tion column, with all information relating to the admin-
istration of medication within the designated time per-
tod being entered in a single administration column.
The transfer sheets are releasably attached to the
cover sheet by a binding means and held beneath the
cover sheet to underlie the various administration col-
umns. The supplemental record is generated by periodi-
cally detaching a transfer sheet from the cover sheet
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and attaching it to a retention sheet. The retention sheet
includes a plurality of parallel adhesive strips by which
the transfer sheets can be attached.

Other features and advantages of the present inven-
tion will become apparent from the following detailed
description, taken in conjunction with the accompany-
ing drawings, which illustrate, by way of example, the
principles of the mvention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a pictorial view of a medication record-
keeping package constructed in accordance with the .
invention, several sheets of the package being turned up
at one corner to expose the sheets beneath;

FIG. 2 is a top view of a retention sheet included 1n
the package, protective strips on the retention sheets
being partially broken away to expose adhesive strips
below;

FIG. 3 is a top view of the transfer sheets of the
package; and

FIG. 4 is a top view of the retention sheet separated
from the package with a transfer sheet attached to 1it.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

An exemplary medication record-keeping package
10, constructed in accordance with the present mven-
tion and illustrated in the accompanying drawings, in-
cludes a plurality of sheets arranged in an overlying
stacked relationship and bound together along one edge
12. A bottom sheet 13 protects the package 10 so that 1t
is easily handled.

A chart 14 (FIG. 1) that determines the format in
which medication information relating to a particular
patient is to be recorded is printed on the top sheet 16,
known as the cover sheet. The same chart 14, or a por-
tion of the chart appears, on the sheets beneath, each of
which has a pressure sensitive coating applied to it to
duplicate the information recorded on the cover sheet.
The coating may be of a well known type using micro-
encapsulation or ordinary carbon paper (not shown)
can be used instead.

The full chart 14, as it appears on the cover sheet 16
(FIG. 1), includes a series of parallel columns. The
widest column 18, which is near the left-hand edge 12,
is called the medication column and is divided horizon-
tally into a series of rectangular blanks 20. Each item of
medication ordered by a physician, along with imforma-
tion pertaining to the dosage, frequency of administra-
tion and the like is recorded in one of these blanks 20.
The data on which the medication is ordered can be
entered in a narrow data column 22 extending along the
left-hand edge of the chart 14. Charges to the patient are
entered in a column 23 on the right-hand edge.

Immediately to the right of the medication column
are administration columns 24 through 28 in which
information relating to the administration of medication
to the patient is recorded. This administration informa-
tion, which might include the manner in which the
medication was administered, e.g., injection or oral, and
the time of day, is entered in the appropriate administra-
tion columns 24 through 28. Proceding from left to
right away from the medication column 18, each such
column corresponds to a successive day, nursing shift or
other such period, as determined by the hospital admin-
istration.

The administration columns 24 through 28 are of
equal width, although narrower than the medication
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column 18, and are divided horizontally into rectangu-
lar blocks 30, so that each block 20 of the medication
column 12 has a corresponding block in each of the
administration columns. Although six administration
columns 24 through 28 are included in this exemplary
record-keeping package 10, the optimum number will
vary with the administrative practices and average pa-
tient stay of a particular facility. The margins of the

cover sheet 16 provide space for additional information
such as the patient’s name, number and allergies, the
number of the nursing station responsible for the pa-

tient’s care and the name of the attending physician.

Each sheet of the package 10, including the cover
sheet 16, is joined along its left-hand edge to a tab 32.
The sheets are divided from the tabs 32 by perforation
lines 34 so they can easily be separated from the pack-
age 10. All the tabs 32 are interconnected by glue to
serve as a binding for the package 10, and holes 36 are
punched in the tabs 32 at evenly-spaced intervals so that
the package can be readily inserted in a loose leaf note-
book (not shown).

Beneath the cover sheet 16 is a retention sheet 38
(F1G. 2) on which the full chart 14 appears again. Since
a pressure sensitive coating is applied to the retention
sheet 38, information recorded on the cover sheet 16 is
duplicated on the retention sheet in corresponding loca-
tions. A plurality of parallel spaced-apart adhesive
strips 42 extend along the centers of each of the adminis-
tration columns of the retention sheet 38, except for the
two end columns, 24 and 28, closest to the medication
column 18 on one side and the unbound edge 41 of the
retention sheet on the other side. The adhesive strips 40
are covered by elongated protective strips 44 that are
easily peeled away to permit attachment of other sheets
so that the record maintained on the retention sheet 38

can be periodically updated as explained more fully
below.

Underlying the retention sheet 38 is a series of trans-
fer sheets 46, 47 and 48 of progressively increasing
width with the smallest sheet on top (FIG. 3). The
transfer sheets are aligned with the other sheets of the
package 10 along their respective bound left-hand edges
- 12 50 that their unbound right-hand edges 50 are paraliel

but not contiguous.

Each transfer sheet 46 through 48 is imprinted with
that portion of the chart 14 which overlies it. Due to the
pressure sensitive coating, the information recorded on
the overlying portion of the cover sheet 16 is duplicated
on the corresponding portions of the transfer sheets 46
through 48. The narrowest transfer sheet 46 is large
enough to include the data column 22, the medication
column 18 and the first two administration columns 24
and 25. Each successively larger transfer sheet, 47 and
48, extends beyond the preceding transfer sheet by the
width of one administration column. The last and wid-
est transfer sheet 48 includes the entire chart 14 with the
-exception of the last administration column 28 that ex-
tends along the unbound right-hand edge of the chart.

On the first day that the chart 14 is in use, the entire
record-keeping package 10 is carried on the medication
cart, there being no completed administration columns
24 through 28 to be made available by way of a supple-
mental record at the nursing station. Once the period
covered by the first administration column 24 adjacent
the medication column 18 has expired, the retention
sheet 38 is removed from the package 10 and kept at the
nursing station. Information regarding the administra-
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tion of medication during the expired period is then
available from the retention sheet 38.

After the second administration column has been
completed, the first and smallest transfer sheet 46 is
removed from the package 10 and attached to the reten-
tion sheet 38 so that it overlies the medication column
18 and the first two administration columns 24 and 25.
In this way, the supplemental record at the nursing

station 1s updated to include the now completed second
administration column 25. To aid in positioning the
transfer sheets 46 through 48, indicia 52 appear on the

administration columns 24 through 28 corresponding to
indicia carried by the administration columns 24
through 28 of the retention sheet 38 beneath the protec-
tive strips 44. The transfer sheet 46 is held in place by
the adhesive strip 42 after the removal of the overlying
protective strip 44. The left-hand edge of the transfer
sheet 46 remains unbound so that the retention sheet 34
below can be referred to in the event that any record on
the transfer sheet is not clearly legible.

Upon the completion of each of the next two adminis-
tration columns 25 and 26, the remaining transfer sheets
47 and 48 are removed from the package 10 and at-
tached to the retention sheet 38 in like manner. After
the completion of the last administration column 28 on
the chart 12, a new record-keeping package 10 is as-
signed to the patient and inserted in the binder carried
on the medication cart. The completed cover sheet 16 is
then available for use at other locations as a record of
the patient’s medication, and the retention sheet 38 with |
the attached transfer sheets 46 through 48 can be dis-
posed of if desired. |

In this embodiment, an additional pressure sensitive
sheet 54 is included in the package 10 immediately be-
neath the cover sheet 16 to provide another complete
record of the patient’s medication used for pharmaceuti-
cal or accounting purposes. This additional sheet may,
of course, be omitted, depending upon the requirements
of a particular hospital. If desired, an additional transfer
sheet (not shown), can underlie only the medication
column 18 and the first administration column 26 so that
the retention sheet 38 can be removed from the package
10 before the completion of the first administration
column 24.

It will be appreciated from the foregoing that the
record-keeping package 10 of the present invention
conveniently provides a progressively updated supple-
mental record of a patient’s medication. The time con-
suming process of recopying information onto a second
chart is eliminated. In addition, the possibilities of
human error are substantially reduced since the supple-
mental record i1s made simultaneously with the original
record.

While a particular form of the invention has been
illustrated and described, it will be apparent that various
modifications can be made without parting from the
spirit and scope of the invention.

I claim:

1. A medication record-keeping package for hospital
use comprising:

a retention sheet having a plurality of parallel,
spaced-apart, adhesive strips thereon;

a plurality of elongated, separately removable protec-
tive strips overlying and adhering to said adhesive
strips;

a cover sheet overlying said retention sheet and said
protective strips;
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a plurality of transfer sheets each of a different size,
said transfer sheets being arranged between said
cover sheet and said retention sheet in order of
increasing size;

pressure sensitive duplication coating means for re-
producing on said retention sheet and said transfer
sheets information recorded on said cover sheet;

binding means for releasably attaching said retention
sheet, said transfer sheets, and said cover sheet in a
predetermined overlying relationship; and

a plurality of administration columns delineated on
said cover sheet and at least one such column delin-
eated on each of said transfer sheets, each of said
columns providing a space for recording the ad-
ministration of medicine during a particular time
period, each successively wider transfer sheet in-
cluding at least one more of said columns than the
preceding transfer sheet, the spacing of said col-
umns corresponding to the spacing of said adhesive
strips,

whereby said retention sheet can be detached from
said binding means, and said transfer sheets can be
sequentially detached from said binding means and
attached to said retention sheet along said adhesive
strips and thereby combined to provide a progres-
sively updated supplemental record of the informa-
tion recorded on said cover sheet. |

2. The medication record-keeping package of claim 1,
wherein said cover sheet has a medication column de-
lineated thereon along one side thereof for recording
information relating to the prescription of medicine for
a patient, said medication column being parallel to said
administration columns.

3. The medication record-keeping package of claim 2,
wherein the smallest of said transfer sheets includes said
medication column and two of said administration col-
umuns.

4. The medication record-keeping package of claim 2,
wherein said retention sheet has a medication column
delineated thereon underlying and corresponding to
said medication column of said cover sheet.

5. The medication record-keeping package of claim 1
further comprising a series of indicia appearing on said
adhesive strips, and corresponding indicia appearing on
at least one administration column of each of said trans-
fer sheets, thereby identifying on said retention sheet
the position for each of said transfer sheets.

6. The medication record-keeping package of claim 1,
wherein each of said transfer sheets is aligned with one
edge of said cover sheet.

7. A medication record-keeping package for hospital
use comprising;:

a cover sheet in the form of a chart having delineated
thereon a medication column for recording infor-
mation relating to the prescription of medication
for a patient, and a plurality of administration col-
umns parallel to said medication column for re-
cording information relating to the administration
of medication to that patient during a particular
time period;

a series of transfer sheets beneath said cover sheet,

each successive transfer sheet being positioned
beneath at least one administration column of said
cover sheet that does not overlie the preceding
transfer sheet of said series;

a retention sheet;

binding means for releasably attaching said transfer
sheets and said retention sheet to said cover sheet
and

attachment means for attaching said transfer sheets to
said retention sheet at predetermined locations
after detachment of said transfer sheets from said
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cover sheet to provide a progressively updated
supplemental record of the information recorded
on said cover sheet, said attachment means com-
prises a plurality of adhesive strips on said retention
sheet spaced apart by a distance equal to the width
of one of said administration columns.

8. The medication record-keeping package of claim 7
further comprising additional binding means for releas-
ably attaching said retention sheet to said cover sheet.

9. The medication record-keeping package of claim 7,
wherein said retention sheet has a medication column
delineated thereon underlying said medication column
of said cover sheet. | S

10. A medication record-keeping package for hospital
use comprising:

a cover sheet;

a series of transfer sheets arranged in an overlying

stacked relationship;

pressure sensitive duplication means for reproducing

on said transfer sheets information recorded on said
cover sheet;

a retention sheet; |

binding means for releasably attaching each of said

transfer sheets and said retention sheet to said
cover sheet, said binding means comprising a plu-
rality of interconnected tabs and a plurality of per-
foration lines, each of said transfer sheets and said
retention sheet being attached to one of said tabs
‘and divided therefrom by one of said perforation
lines, the widths of at least some of said transfer
sheets, measured perpendicularly to said perfora-
tion lines, being different from the widths of other
said transfer sheets; and
attaching means for attaching said transfer sheets to
said retention sheet to provide a progressively up-
dated supplemental record of information recorded
on said cover sheet.

11. The medication record-keeping package of claim
10 wherein a plurality of parallel administration col-
umns are delineated on said cover sheet and at least one
such column is delineated on each of said transfer
sheets, each said column providing a space for record-
ing the administration of medication during a particular
time period, said transfer sheets being of different
widths and each successively wider transfer sheet in-
cluding at least one more of said columns than the pre-
ceding transfer sheet.

12. The medication record-keeping package of claim
11, wherein the difference between the widths of any
two of said transfer sheets is equal to the width of an
integral number of said columns.

13. The medication record-keeping package of claim

11, wherein said attaching means comprises a plurality
of parallel adhesive strips formed on said retention
sheet, said strips being spaced-apart by a distance equal
to the width of one of said columns.
 14. The medication record-keeping package of claim
11, wherein said transfer sheets are arranged in order of
progressively increasing width, the narrowest of said
transfer sheets being closest to said cover sheet.

15. The medication record-keeping package of claim
10, wherein said attaching means comprises a plurality
of adhesive strips each corresponding to one of said
transfer sheets, and a plurality of removable protective
strips overlying and adhering to said adhesive strips.

16. The medication record-keeping package of claim
10, wherein said binding means further comprises an
additional interconnected tab joined to said retention
sheet, and an additional perforation line dividing said

retention sheet from said additional tab.
3 ¥ i x x
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