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1
BAR CODE READER

This 1s a continuation-in-part of our co-pending appli-
cation Ser. No. 808,205, filed June 20, 1977, now aban-
doned.

This invention relates to bar code readers and, more
particularly, to means for reading bar codes which may
travel past a single sensor at any random one of many
different speeds, which are generally unpredictable
insofar as the original creator of the code is concerned.
Hence the code may be described as *“‘speed-sensitive”
and it 1s not easy to design a reader which can accomo-
date randomly different speed parameters.

A bar code is a series of marks which may be encoded
in various ways to convey selected information to a
sensor. The term “traveling” bar code is used herein to
mean that each of the code marks is presented one at a
time to a sensor. It is irrelevant whether the code is on
a movable web or medium traveling past a stationary
sensor, or a movable sensor travels past a stationary
code, or both the code and sensor move relative to each
other.

Bar codes may be used for many different purposes,
such as to identify a thing or a location. An example of
bar codes used to identify things is found in the codes
currently being placed on grocery items. An example of
bar codes used for identifying locations is found on film
strips wherein each frame or other photographic area is
identified by an individually associated bar code. In
both of these examples, the codes may be presented to a
reader in any of an almost infinite number of different
speeds.

‘There are two aspects of speed variations which
should be considered. First, each bar code transport
mechanism will inherently be different in some degree
from every other bar code transport. Here, the bar code
transport speed tends to be fairly uniform for any given
transport mechanism, but grossly different from reader
to reader. It would be possible to tighten manufacturing
tolerances to a degree where these differences between
individual machines are minimal, but these tight toler-
ances increase costs. Also, these differences in bar code
transport speeds will tend to increase and become more
pronounced with wear, maintenance (or lack of mainte-
nance), ‘etc.

Second, the speed of any given bar code transport
means may fluctuate from time to time. This fluctuation
could be caused by starting, stopping, picking up or
losing speed, or the like. Here, the bar code transport
speed 1s not uniform for a given mechanism.

A third situation which leads to tape transport speed
variations, relative to the reader, might be a combina-
tion of the previously-mentioned two.

In general, the inventive bar code reader is concerned
with the first of the speed variations (i.e., to enable
different machines to read a given code while operating
at their own speeds). The inventive reader is primarily
designed to read a bar code which tends to be traveling
at a fairly uniform——but not too closely controlled—s-
peed; thus, the speed may vary widely from one trans-
port to another. However, certain aspects of the inven-
tion enable it to accommodate the second of the speed
variations and to read codes despite some fluctuations in
the transport mechanism. Obviously, every machine
must operate within certain design parameters. There-
fore, if the fluctuations exceed the parameters of a given
design, it cannot be readable.
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As a generality, a separate iput or formula must be
provided for every variable in a mathematical problem.
Then, by combining these separate inputs or formulas,
the mathematical problem may be solved. However, if-
less than one input per variable is available, the mathe-
matical problem cannot be solved. In a similar manner
and as a generality, there must be an input signal for
every variable in a bar code reading system. If there are
more variables than there are input signals, the code
cannot be accurately read.

For a bar code reader, the possible variables are the
code-reading timing rate, the voltage (or current) pro-
duced in or by a sensor responsive to reading the code
marks, and the duration of a sensor output responsive to
each individual code mark. If the code is presented to
the sensor at an unknown speed, there is no way of
knowing the duration of the individual bar code marks.
Hence, there 1s no reliable way of reading the bar code
unless at least one more input is provided to indicate the
bar code traveling speed or to clock the reading sensor.
In general, the term “clocking” is used to identify these
timing problems.

Heretofore, clocking problems have often been
solved by providing two sensors which experience simi-
lar code-reading events. For example, when one of the
sensors encounters a code mark, it enables or strobes the
other sensor. If the other sensor is then reading a mark,
it is interpreted as a binary “1” (or “0”). If the other
sensor 1s not then reading a code mark, it is interpreted
as a binary “0” (or “1”). In other systems, the two sen-
sors are positioned predetermined distances from each
other so that a wide signal may mask both sensors simul-
taneously while a narrow signal can not so mask both
sensors. A variation on this same principle is to provide
a bundle of optical fibers distributed in a geometrical
pattern which is masked by wide but not by narrow
marks. These and similar schemes require two sensors
and, therefore, require added costs.

Accordingly, an object of this invention is to provide
new and improved bar code readers, especially single
sensor readers for bar codes which may travel at an
unknown or unpredictable speeds. A further object of
some embodiments is to accommodate minor fluctua-
tions in the transport speed.

Yet another object of the invention is to provide
readers, for traveling bar codes, which transfer func-
tions heretofore performed by a bar code sensor to an
electronic control circuit and particularly to electronic
logic controllers or microprocessors.

In keeping with an aspect of this invention, these and
other objects are accomplished by providing a single
sensor head for reading a traveling bar code. The result-
ing output signals are fed from the sensor into an elec-
tronic logic controller or microprocessor which com-
putes the true meaning of the bar code responsive to a
detection of a constant stored within the code itself. In
particular, a uniform characteristic of the code is used
to provide clocking signals. When the range of travel
speeds 1s too great, an electronic logic controller or
microprocessor is supplied with other data taken from
other sources, which enables a code comparison to be
made responsive to other, non-encoded data. For exam-
ple, tachometers may detect the bar code travel speed
and feed the resulting information into the control cir-
cuit, which is then able to interpret the sensor output
responsive to the bar code.
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The nature of various embodiments of the invention
may be understood from a study of the attached draw-
ings wherein:

- FIG. 1 graphically shows an exemplary bar code and

explains how it may be read by a single sensor when the

bar code traveling speed does not vary significantly:;
FIG. 2 graphically shows how the bar code of FIG.

1 may appear to change when the speed of bar code
transport 1s significantly different from the speed of
FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 1s a block diagram of a simple analog sampling
and storage device for reading the code of either FIGS.
1 or 2, despite the speed variance, by using the unifor-
mity of the spaces for clocking;

FIG. 4 1s a block diagram of a slightly more complex
and considerably more reliable version of the circuit of
FIG. 3 wherein the samples are stored in a digital form,
again by using the uniformity of the spaces for clocking
purposes;

FIG. 5 is a graphical representation which is helpful
for explaining curve-fitting techniques used in this in-
vention;

FIGS. 6-8 graphically illustrate various means using
a tachometer for providing supplementary information
which may be supplied to a electronic logic controller
or microprocessor which computes new time-related
signals to compensate for speed-related data which is
missing when a single sensor is used to read a traveling
bar code; | |

FIG. 9 illustrates how the bar code may be modified
to contain clocking data which enables a single sensor
to derive all of the information required to read a travel-
ing bar code regardless of the reading speed;

FIG. 10 shows a circuit which may be used with the
tachometers of FIGS. 6-8; and

FIG. 11 shows a circuit which may be used with the
clock pulse strip of FIG: 9.

The 1invention is not necessarily limited to use with
any particular structure or other device. However, so
that a specific example may be available to illustrate
such a use, reference may be made to U.S. Pat. No.
4,110,020 which was co-pending with our parent appli-
cation Ser. No. 808,205, filed June 20, 1977, and as-
signed to the assignee of this invention. This reader/-
printer is controlled by an electronic logic controller or
microprocessor and is arranged to transport a roll of
film having microimages contained thereon, in distinc-
tive photographic areas. The reader/printer of U.S. Pat.
No. 4,110,020 has an automatic call-up feature, so that
any given photographic area may be selected and pro-
Jected responsive to the push of a button, the operation
of a rotary switch, or the like. A special bar code is
printed along an edge of the film preferably to be read
by an optical-electronic sensor, in order to enable an
accurate location and display of a selected photo-
graphic area according to designations associated with
the operated push button or rotary switch.

The nature and function of the bar code used to iden-
tify each photographic area is shown at 50 in FIG. 1.
There are a number (here, nine) of spots or marks M1,
M2, M3 ... M7, M8, M9 arranged in a series and in a
distinct geometry along the edge of the film. Each bi-
nary “1” in the bar code is a wide spot or mark, as at
M1, M3 ... M7 and each binary “0” is a narrow spot or
mark, as at M2 . . . M8, M9. Each wide spot is exactly
twice as wide as a narrow spot. The widths of the
spaces 81, S2 ... 87, S8 between each spot or mark is
exactly the same as the width of a narrow spot M2 . . .
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M8, M9. In one aspect of the invention, the uniform
spaces are, in effect, used as a train of clock pulses.

A sensor or transducer 52 is positioned to read each
of the bar codes as the film passes beneath it. (It 1s irrele-

vant whether the bar code 50 moves past the sensor 52
or the sensor moves past the code.) For example, if the
spots or marks are dark areas recorded on tansparent

film (or transparent marks recorded on dark film), the
sensor 52 may Include a light source on one side of the
film and a photocell on the other side of the film. It is
also totally irrelevant whether the bar code is read from
left to right or from right to left. However, it is conve-
nient to have an expression for distinguishing between
these two directions; therefore, one direction A is arbi-
trarily called “forward” and the other direction B is
called “reverse.”

FIG. 1, B shows the output of the sensor 52, respon-
sive to 1ts reading of the bar code 50. As the leading
edge of mark M1 (traveling in direction B) passes under
sensor 52, an output voltage from the sensor rises, as
shown at 54. When the trailing edge of mark M1 passes
out from under sensor 52, its output voltage falls, as
shown at 56. In a similar manner, each mark in the bar
code 50 generates a corresponding pulse to generate a
complete pulse train 57, as shown in FIG. 1, B.

If the bar code 50 travels in a reverse direction, the
sensor 52 generates the voltage pulse code except that it
is in a reversed order or sequence. This sequence of
voltage pulses 1s shown in FIG. 1, B by the arrows E
and F. When the bar code 50 travels in direction B, the
output of the sensor 52 may be shown with a time scale
advancing in direction E. However, if the bar code
travels in direction A, the output of the sensor 52 is the
same, but reversed since it is at that time advancing in
direction F. The logic system incorporated into the
above-identified co-pending application solves the re-
versal problem by storing the pulses generated by sen-
sor 52 1n a shift register. The output pulses from sensor
52 are stored with shifting in direction E, when the bar
code moves in direction B, and with shifting in direction
F, when the bar code moves in direction A. Either way,
the final output of the shift register is standing in the
same encoded combination responsive to the same trav-
eling bar code.

If the bar code travels at a uniform speed, there is no
problem because the wide and narrow marks are easy to
distinguish and interpret and because the start and end
of the bar code 1s well-defined. As shown in FIG. 1, C,
a timer may begin to measure a time period responsive
to the trailing edge (such as 56) which occurs at the end
of each mark. For example, the trailing edge 56 causes
a timer (not shown) to begin to time out at 58. Before
the end of a measure time period, the leading edge 60 of
the next following bar code mark M2 resets the timer.
During each space (81, S2 ... S7, S8) in the bar code,
the start and reset of the timers recur. However, after
the trailing edge 62 of the last mark M9 in the bar code,
there is no leading edge of a following mark to reset the
timer. Time out occurs at 64, and the system stands
ready to read the next bar code. This period beginning
at 62 and ending at 64 is called a guard zone in which
the following bar code is forbidden.

FIG. 1, D shows that the same results occur regard-
less of whether the bar code is read in a forward or a
reverse direction. Again, a time out occurs at 66, after
the guard zone required to distinguish between succes-
sive bar codes. The next following bar code may be
formed at any time after the point 66.
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If the bar code travels at a different speed, it has the
effect of lengthening or shortening the marks and
spaces, depending upon whether the travel speed of the
code slows or increases. This effective change of the
marks and spaces causes the code to be speed-sensitive.
As FIG. 2 shows, the same bar code 50 {ravels at a
much slower speed so that each mark and space is under
sensor 52 for a longer period of time, thereby appearing
to lengthen the code. This time, the slow speed width of
each space S1’, S2'. . . has a longer duration than the fast
speed guard zone ending at 64. The slow speed narrow
marks (such as M2') have a longer duration than the fast
speed wide marks (as shown at M1). Therefore, it is
impossible to use a simple timer, per se, to read both a
fast-speed code (FIG. 1, A) and a slow-speed code
(FIG. 2, A).

According to the invention, the uniformity of spaces
S1,S2...S7, S8 may be used as a clock pulse or timing
standard for measuring the duration of the marks. Each

of the marks must have a duration which 1s either equal

to or twice the duration of the uniform spaces. To make
this timing comparison, a pair of capacitors 68,70 are
connected to opposite inputs of a difference amplifier
72. The capacitor 68 charges through diode 67 while
the sensor 52 has a positive output responsive to a pres-
ence of a mark. The capacitor 70 charges through diode
69 during the immediately following period while the
sensor 52 has a negative output responsive to the pres-
ence of a space. At the end of a mark and a space, an
analog sample signal is formed by the charges stored on
the capacitors 68,70. |

At this time, the charges stored on capacitors 68,70
may be equal, which means that the mark was a narrow
one. Or, the charge stored on capacitor 68 could be
twice as great as the charge stored on capacitor 70,
which means that the mark was a wide one. Thus, the
difference amplifier 72 output voltage appearing at 74
indicates the binary values “1” or “0” depending upon
whether the mark was a-wide or a narrow one, regar-
dles of whether the code travels at a fast speed as shown
in FIG. 1, A or a slow speed as shown in FIG. 2, A. The
voltage at 74 may be used directly or it may be fed to a
signal computer 73 which is part of an electronic logic
controller, microprocessor 75, or the like. The signal
computer 73 reconstitutes the original bar code by pro-
ducing the same output signals, regardless of whether
the input is read at a fast or a slow (or some other)
speed. |

FIG. 4 shows a similar, but digital, circuit which may
be used when a greater degree of accuracy is required,
as compared to the accuracy provided by the analog
circuit of F1G. 3. Here, the sensor 52 is coupled through
an input terminal 80 to two AND gates 82,84. The
second input of each of these AND gates is connected
to a free-running oscillator 86.

When the output of sensor 52 goes positive to indi-
cate a mark, diode 88 conducts to apply an enabling
signal to AND gate 82. During the period while diode
88 conducts, each pulse of the free-running oscillator 86
causes AND gate 82 is conduct and pulse a counter 90.
When the output of sensor S2 goes negative to indicate
a space, the diode 92 conducts to enable AND gate 84.
While it is so enabled, the output of free-running oscilla-
tor 86 is applied through AND gate 84 to drive a
counter 94. Therefore, after a complete pulse period (a
mark and the following space), the count in counter 90
represents the duration of the mark and the count in
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counter 94 represents the duration of the next following
space.

‘Comparator 96 indicates the difference between the
counts stored in counters 90,94, respectively. If these
two counts are egual, it means that the mark was a
narrow one. If the count stored at 90 is twice the count
stored at 94, it means that the mark was a wide one. To
make this comparison, an electronic logic controller,
microprocessor, or the like 98 compares the two stored
counts and gives a “0” output at output 100 if there is
equality. If not, the count stored at 94 is doubled (or the
count stored at 90 1s divided by 2) and a second compar-
ison is made. A “1” output is gtven at output 100 if there
is equality. Alternatively, the controller 98 may com-
pute a signal at 109, responsive to the comparison, in
order to reconstitute and provide uniform bar code

signals despite differences in the bar code transport
speed.

Certain tolerances to minor count differences may be
built into either the difference amplifier 72 or the com-
parator 96 in order to accommodate small changes in
bar code transport speed, which are acceptable. Also,
the last space to be read may be held in memory to
compare with the last mark, which is followed by a
guard zone. |

The circuits of FIGS. 3 and 4 anticipate a bar code
which travels at an approximately constant speed
throughout the reading of an entire bar code, or, at least
during a complete pulse period of a mark and the fol-
lowing space. Although the bar code transport speed
may vary considerably from bar code to bar code, there
should be a sufficient uniformity within the reading of
any given bar code to enable a valid comparison to be
made between the individual marks and their immedi-
ately neighboring spaces.

One solution to a problem posed by starting up or
slowing down speed variations occurring during a read-
ing of a single bar code is to allow the bar code trans-
port mechanism to get up to speed before a code is read.
At all times, the electronic logic controller may store a
number of code marks as they occur so that the elec-
tronic logic controller knows how many bar codes have
passed under the sensor 52 after the desired bar code is
recognized. Thus, after a bar code transport has coasted
to a stop, it is only necessary to back up the required
number of bar code marks to reach the recognized code.

The machine in U.S. Pat. No. 4,110,020 recognizes
when the bar code transport is traveling in the wrong
direction. Therefore, if the bar code transport starts in
the middle of the desired code, and the reader waits for
the transport to get up to speed, the first read bar code
will indicate that the transport is moving 1n the wrong
direction. By the time that the transport is stopped, it
will have traveled far enough so that, on the return, the
transport will be able to get up to speed before it again
encounters the desired bar code.

The final stopping of the bar code transport 1s under
the control of another means which only has to recog-
nize a correct positioning for a particular leading (or
trailing) edge of a bar code mark, as distinguished from
reading the code itself. Thus, there is no problem of
reading a bar code which 1s modulated by the stopping
and starting of a transport as it hunts for a home posi-
tion.

Sometimes the bar code transport may be such that it
cannot reach a steady speed before a bar code must be
read; hence, such a bar code must be read during an
interval while the bar code transport speed is actually
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fluctuating within the space required for a reading of a
single bar code and even during a mark within a bar
code. FIG. § has been drawn to illustrate the problems
which grow out of reading bar codes while their speed
1s fluctuating, as distinguished from showing specific
circuitry. |

- An embodiment of the invention may use curve fit-
ting wherein a microprocessor calculates the apparent
meaning of bar code signals which are sensed on a basis
of curve fitting. Incoming data may be compared with
the stored curves to determine whether there is or is not
a fit between the curves and the data. Or, conversely,
the microprocessor may take in the sensed data to estab-
lish grid points and then calculate the curve which fits
those grid points. A number of small hand-held calcula-
tors (such as the fully-programmable Hewlett-Packard
calculator) have the curve-fitting and curve-calculating
capabilities required to carry out these functions. The

same principles can be built into the microprocessor of

U.S. Pat. No. 4,110,020.

In essence, this calculator compares the sensor signals
responsive to the spaces. For example, if each of the
signals responsive to a space appear to be increasing by,
say, 10%, it 1s obvious that the signals responsive to the
marks must also be increased by 10%. In like manner,
empirically-derived data may be stored in a micro-
processor memory to accommodate acceleration and
deceleration of the reader and the sensor-read data may
be fitted to that curve. For example, in the foregoing
illustration, the curve for the sensor response to space
signals would have a slope indicating a 10% increase.
When the sensor response to mark signals is received, it
is adjusted by 10% to fit the curve.

In greater detail, a curve 102 (FIG. 5) represents a
hypothetical deceleration characteristic of the bar code
transport mechanism. It is assumed that the bar code
transport is traveling at some “normal” speed prior to
time t1, when the driving power is shut off or the brakes
are applied. The transport slows over a period until it
comes to a complete stop. During at least part of this
speed change cycle, depending upon design parameters,
the reading speed may be calculated by known mathe-
matical techniques. The average film velocity, V;, over
the ith code space, can be computed from:

Vi=Is/ts

where:

ls=Ilength of a standard code space

tss=the time required to cross ith code space.
Typical film velocity points are shown plotted versus
time in FIG. 5. A curve can be fitted to these points by
the least squares method in order to predict the velocity
during the interval immediately following the last ve-
locity point. Short-term prediction is possible because
the film transport has inertia which prohibits instanta-

neous velocity changes. The least squares method fits a
curve to the V data points, such that:

2
L34 @
n 1

IS a minimum, where d; is the difference between an
observed value V; and the value V(t) of the least
squares approximating the velocity curve, at time t;.

The least squares curve can be lineaer, according to
the equation:
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(3)

or nonlinear according to the equation:

V=ct+dr (4)

or one of many other and more complex curves.
For the linear equation (3):

ZHXy (5)
2 fﬂ’; — ; I
gy = >
3 e~ —LJ—E;I
S v pIRS (6)
Qo= =y — 4™y

For the nonlinear equation (4),

(2 (32v) - (Zw) (3 1)) (7)
- (ZtH (2 ?) - (2172
Tty —dIt

2t

(8)

O =

(1=1, 2, .. . n in equations (5) through (8)).

The length of the code mark 1,,, following the last
velocity determination v,, can be obtained from a least
squares velocity equation and from the time during
which the single sensor senses a code mark. If the sensor
is sampled at intervals having the duration t, the esti-
mated code mark length is

_ _ _duration of code mark %)
where

At=sensor sample interval
Vi=film velocity computed from a least squares

velocity equation (such as (3) or (4)) at the kth sample
time. |

k=positive integer

If 0.5 ;=1,,=1.5 15, the code mark can be considered
a“0”. If 1.5 k<lm=2.51, the code mark can be consid-
ered a “1.” If 1,, <0.5 L;or 1,,,>2.5 1, the code mark can
be considered erroneous and discarded.

Existing microprocessors such as the Texas Instru-
ments 9900 and the Intel 8086 have addition, subtrac-
tion, multiplication and division instructions in their
instruction sets and can be used to solve equations such
as equations (1) through (9). Other microprocessors
such as the Fairchild F-8 do not have multiplication and
division instructions in their instruction sets, but they do
have routines using the instructions which they do pos-
sess to perform multiplication and division. Thus, these
microprocessors can also be used to solve equations
such as (1) through (9).

More information relating to curve fitting may be
obtained from the following references:

1. Hewlett Packard STAT PAC 1, page 49 and page
54.

2. Handbook of Probability and Statistics with Ta-
bles; R. S. Burington and D. C., May 1953; Handbook
Publishers, Inc., Sandusky, Ohio.

3. Higher Mathematics for Engineers and Scientists,
I. S. and E. C. Sololnikoff, pages 525-260, 1941;
McGraw-Hill Book Co., Inc., New York.
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- However, it is also possibie that the deceleration
curve may vary from this norm. For example, a newly-
manufactured machine may, in fact, iniiiaily have one
deceleration characteristic. As the machine is broken in,
bearings set, and other parts become free, the machine
may decelerate quicker. Eventually, the machine be-
comes older, paris tend to bind and, perhaps, controls
become a little less responsive so that the deceleration
characteristics fall off. Of course, the principle that the
reading speed may change within a single bar code
reading period is essentially the same for all stages in the
machine operation. Thus, the curve fitting of FIG. 5
could also represent changes in acceleration capabili-
ties.

The electronic logic controller or microprocessor
may be programmed to make these and similar correc-
tions based upon the expected bar code transport char-
acteristics. The microprocessor or electronic logic con-
troller may also be programmed to correct each mark
signal by an amount derived from the slope of the line
used for curve fitting. The slope may be calculated by a
comparison of the adjacent spaces.

The question of which one of these methods (FIGS.
3-8) for computing mark signals is most accurate de-
pends upon the characteristics of the bar code transport
mechanism. If the speed change is gradual enough so
that there is little significant change during the reading
of a wide mark interval, it is usually enough to merely
compare space signals or to subtract the differences
between adjacent space signals and adjust the mark
signals accordingly. If a significant change of speed
does occur during the reading of a wide mark, a correc-
tion for the slope of the characteristic speed change
curve could also be introduced into the signal computa-
tion.
~ As long as the bar code transport obeys a pattern
which may be computed by analytical geometry, the
microprocessor is able to calculate an acceptable bar
code reading. However, a further complexity occurs
when the transport fails to obey such a pattern. For
example, If the sensor must track the bar code from or to
a dead stop, the differences between the detected and
true signals approach infinity. Then, it may be that no
signal computation, per se, can be relied upon, and
another input signal becomes essential.

- To illustrate how additional bar code transport input
data may be collected, reference may be made to FIGS.

6-8. .
- FIG. 6 shows a bar code transport mechanism which
includes a web in the form of supply reel 114 of film, a
take-up reel 116, and a length of film 117 extending
therebetween. Each reel is here shown as being sepa-
rately driven by its individually associated motor
118,120. Perhaps each motor may also act through an
individually associated gear train or other transmission
devices 122,124, |

Any suitable tachometer may be provided to read and
indicate the speed at which each of the reels 114,116 are
turning. For example, turning with one or both reels,
there may be a transparent disc 126,128 having a plura)-
ity of radial non-transparent marks 130,132 formed
thereon. These marks intercept light read by photocells
134,136. The relative rotary reel speeds depend upon
the difference between the effective diameters of the
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web wound upon the individual reels. For example, if 65

the film wound on reel 116 is nearly exhausted, the film
roll has a relatively small diameter so that the disc 128
turns relatively fast. Then, the radial marks 132 inter-
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cept the light falling on photocell 136 at a high rate of
speed. If the reel 116 is nearly full of film, the roll of film
has a relatively large diameter and the transparent disc
128 turns more slowly than the disc 126 turns. The
radial marks 132 intercept the light falling on photocell
136 at a low rate of speed. The two speeds thus indi-
cated by the output of photocells 134,136 may be fed
into the electronic logic controller or microprocessor
which is then able to calculate the speed at which bar
codes imprinted upon the film 117 move past the sensor
32. From this information relating to the bar code trans-
port speed, it is easy for the electronic logic controller
Or microprocessor to compute the true meaning of a bar
code, despite an erratic nature of a read-out code.

When the diameters of the rolls of film 114,116 are
large relative to the total amount of film on the reels, it
1s only necessary to have one of the tachometers 126 or
128. |

Another way of deriving essentially the same infor-
mation is to place a magnetic pickup (such as 140, FIG.
7) adjacent teeth 142 on gears, in gear boxes 122,124,
which turn with the film reel. Each time that a tooth
passes a gap in the magnetic head 140, an output pulse is
generated. Hence, the electronic logic controller or
microprocessor receives a steady stream of pulses from
pickup 140 which represent the speeds at which the two
film reels 114,116 are turning.

FIG. 8 illustrates yet another method of determining .
the speeds at which the motors are turning and, there-
fore, the speed at which the film is traveling. Here, the
back emf of one or both motors 118,120 is measured.
The back emf varies as a function of motor speed and,
therefore, of the film travel speed. Still other forms of
tachometers may be provided to establish the speed at
which the bar code travels past the sensor 52.

One of the characteristics of the web used in the
inventive system (U.S. Pat. No. 4,110,020) is that it is
wound and rewound over a long period of time so that
the flexing of the web material should be held to a mini-
mum to prevent its fatigue. This flexing minimization is
accomplished by winding only a few layers of the web
material on relatively large diameter hubs. For example,
the web might be a roll of microfilm wound into a
coiled layer which is no more than a quarter inch or so

‘thick, on a hub which is two or three inches in diameter.

Therefore, throughout most, if not all, of the transporta-
tion of the web, the two reels are turning at approxi-
mately the same speed.

If the web becomes long enough to substantially
change the hub diameter, there may be a substantial
difference between the two reel speeds. Therefore, a
more complex speed detection system may then be
required.

In FIG. 10, the two tachometer sensors 134,136 are
connected to individually associated counters 200,202,
which count the pulses produced each time that a beam
of light is chopped by marks or dots on a rotating disc.
The circuit of FIG. 10 may include any suitable means
204,206 for periodically gating the tachometer pulses
into counters 200,202, under the control of a timer 208.
Thus, the count stored during each gating period repre-
sents the rotary speed of the reel (114,116, FIG. 6) asso-
ciated with each tachometer disc. When the timer times
out, an inverter 216 pulses a read and reset circuit 218 to
reset the counters and start a new counting period.

If there 1s not too great a disparity between the diam-
eters of the two web rolls, the averager 210 simply adds
the two counts from counters 200,202 and divides by
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two. After suitable division of the resulting answer to
reflect the number of light-chopping marks or light-
transmitting slots on discs 126,128 and a calculation
based upon the circumference of the web roll, it is easy
to arrive at the linear speed of the web as the bar code
moves by the sensor. This web speed is fed into a com-
parator 212 when it is compared with the mark signals
and used to read the signals received from the bar code
sensor 52. The resulting output signal on line 214 repre-
sents a reconstitution of the intelligence in the bar code.

In some systems, the web may be long enough to
create a substantial difference in reel speeds, as one web
reel reaches maximum diameter and the other reaches
minimum diameter, near the exhaustion of the web
supply. However, this creates no problem. First, the
variations of the circumference are linear since they
vary directly with changes in the radius. Second, it is
easy to know the total radius of the web wound upon a
reel by knowing the total length of that web, and the
location of the bar code being read along the length of
the web. Accordingly, the bar codes may be stored 1n a
memory 215 from which they may be read out in terms
of the circumference of the reel. |

For example, if a given bar code 1s, say, one foot from
the start of the web, that one foot may create a coil of
film one-eighth inch thick upon the reel. If the radius of
the hub is exactly oné inch, the radius of the film wound
upon the hub is exactly 1.125 inches when the given bar
code is read. Since a circumference is 27T, the circum-
ference of the film is exactly 7.0685833 inches when the
given code is read. If it takes exactly one-tenth of a
second for the reel to make exactly one revoiution,
obviously the web and, therefore, bar code travel speed
is 70.68 inches per second. It is a simple matter to pro-
gram the memory 215 to read out “70.68” when the
given code is detected by sensor 52.

In the usual case where each bar code represents a
uniform increment of length on the web, the memory
215 only has to count the number of bar codes which
have passed under the code sensor 52. Thus, in the
above example, the memory 215 could be programmed
to read out “70.68” responsive to the fourth bar code
read after the start of reeling. That memory 215 output
may then be used by the averager 210 to weight the
readings received from the two counters 200,202.

When the tachometers of FIGS. 7 or 8 are used, the
circuit of FIG. 10 operates in the same manner except
that the signals being counted at 200,202 originate from
the magnetic pickups 140 or from the back emf detec-
tors.

Yet another embodiment of a bar code reading sys-
tem is shown in FIG. 9. Here, a steady stream of uni-
formly spaced clock pulses 144 are printed along the
length of the film. The mark and space periods of the
clock pulses are uniform so that the electronic logic
Processor Or miCroprocessor receives a continuous se-
ries of pulses, the repetition rate of which informs the
electronic logic processor or microprocessor of the bar
code transport speed. Beneath the row of clock pulses
144 1s a bar code 146 comprising wide and narrow
marks separated by uniform spaces. Sensor 148 is posi-
tioned to read both the clock pulses and the bar code
simultaneously. Alternatively, a second reading means
148’ could be provided to read the clock pulses 144
while the sensor 148 reads only the bar code.

Responsive to a reading of the codes 144,146, the
output (FIG. 9B) of the sensor 148 includes three levels
which are: substantially zero, in the absence of any
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pulse; a [ow signal level (LV) in the presence of either
(but not both) a clock pulse or a bar code mark; and a
high signal level (HV) in the presence of both clock and
bar code.

The length of each bar code mark is determinative of
the number of high-level signals occurring in sequence.
In this example, the long mark M1 coincides with four
clock pulses to produce four high-level signals, as
shown at 150. During the space S1, there are two clock
pulses and two clock spaces, but no bar code mark, to
produce two zero signal levels and two low-level sig-
nals, as shown at 152. During a short pulse M2, there are
two clock pulses to produce two high-level signal
pulses, as shown at 154. Thus, it is a simple matter for
the electronic logic controller or microprocessor to
recognize the wide and narrow marks by counting the
high signal level (HV) pulses. |

When the bar code reading system uses the clock
pulse track of FIG. 9, the circuit of FIG. 11 may be used
to find the intelligence in the code. The output of sensor
148 (FIG. 9) is fed into a threshold voltage detector 220.
The sensor output voltages which reach high voltage
level HV (FIG. 9B) appear at terminal 222 (FIG. 11). A
voltage appears at the output terminal 224 whenevér
there is any output from sensor 148 which is greater
than O-volts. Each high voltage pulse appearing at ter-
minal 222 1s counted 1n a counter 226.

When the sensor 148 voltage reaches 0-volts during
spaces (e.g., during 152, FIG. 9), the voltage disappears
from the terminal 224. An inverter 228 pulses a read and
reset circuit 230. If the counter 226 had counted the four
pulses 150 (FIG. 9) before it 1s read and reset, an output
signal appears on a “1” terminal 232. If it had counted
the two pulses at 154 (FI1G. 9), an output appears at the
“O” terminal 234 of the counter 226. The reset of
counter 226 conditions it to read the next code mark.

The foregoing description has covered many princi-
ples, as if they were completely separate embodiments;
however, it should be understood that this separateness
is merely for convenience of description. It is contem-
plated that many of the described features may be com-
bined. For example, it is possible for different types of
tachometers to be combined, or for the electronic logic
controller or microprocessor to use data from such
tachometers to calculate compensating changes which
should be made in other forms of bar code reading
devices. The comparison circuits of FIGS. 3 and 4 may
also use the extra row of clock pulses of FIG. 9. The
clock pulses of FIG. 9 may be substituted for the clock
pulses formed by the uniform spaces in the acceleration
and deceleration curve fitting of FIG. 5. Therefore, the
disclosure is to be construed as relating to a combina-
tion of features and not just to the enumerated features,
per se.

Those who are skilled in the art will readily perceive
how to modify the system. Therefore, the appended
claims are to be construed to cover all equivalent struc-

tures falling within the true scope and spirit of the in-
vention.

We claim:

1. A system for reading bar codes on a travelling web
by means of a single sensor, each of said bar codes com-
prising a series of wide and narrow marks separated by
spaces, each of said narrow marks and each of said
spaces having the same predetermined width, each of
saild wide marks being twice as wide as each of said
narrow marks, whereby the width of a combination of a
mark and an adjacent space may be equal to either two
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or three times said predetermined width, said system

comprising:

a. a single stationary sensor means positioned adja-
cent said travelling web to read and give non-over-
lapping output signals responsive to each of said
marks and spaces as they appear before said sensor
responsive to the travelling of said web;

. means for two-state comparing of the non-overlap-
ping output signals of said sensor responsive to
each mark with the non-overlapping output signals
of said sensor responsive to at least one space 1m-
mediately adjacent the sensed mark;

c. means responsive to said comparing of the mark
and adjacent space for indicating whether the
width of said non-overlapping sensed mark is equal
to or wider than said non-overlapping sensed
space; and

d. means for signalling the intelligence of the bar code
having the sensed marks and spaces responsive to
said indicating means.

2. The system of claim 1 and means for separately'

storing the output of said sensor responsive to each
mark and the output of said sensor responsive to each
space.

3. The system of claim 2 wherein said storing means
comprises a pair of capacitors and said comparing
means comprises a difference amplifier.

4. The system of claim 2 wherein said storing means
comprises a pair of counter means and satd comparing
means comprises a comparator for comparing the
counts stored in said counter means.

5. A system for reading bar codes on a traveling web
by means of a single sensor, each of said bar codes com-
prising a series of wide and narrow marks separated by
spaces, each narrow mark and each space having a
predetermined width, each wide mark being twice as
wide as each narrow mark, whereby the width of a
combination of a mark and a space may be equal to
either two or three times said predetermined width, said
system comprising:

a. a single stationary sensor means positioned adja-
cent said travelling web to read said bar code and
to give an output responsive to each of said marks
and spaces and they appear before said sensor;

b. means for detecting the transport speed at which
said web is travelling when it presents any of said
bar codes before said sensor;

c. means jointly responsive to said speed-sensing
means and to the individual space responsive out-
puts of said sensor means, for reading signals which
appear responsive to said marks, to indicate
whether said sensed marks are wide or narrow; and

d. means responsive to said last-named means for
signalling the intelligence of the bar code contain-
ing the read marks which are read by said single
SENsOr means. | | -

6. The system of claim § wherein said speed-sensing
means 1s a tachometer for determining the speed at
which said web is travelling.

7. The system of claim 6 wherein said web is trans-
ported from a supply reel to a take-up reel as said web
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travels and said tachometer includes a pair of light-

chopping discs turning with said supply and take-up
reels, respectively.

8. The system of claim 7 wherein said web is trans-
ported from a supply reel to a take-up reel as said web
travels and said tachometer includes a pair of tone
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wheels with magnetic pickup associated with said sup-
ply and take-up reels, respectively.

9. The system of claim 6 wherein said web is trans-
ported from a supply reel to a take-up reel as said web-
travels, a pair of motors individually associated with
said reels, and said tachometer includes means for mea-
suring the back emf of each of said pair of motors for
driving said supply and take-up reels, respectively.

10. The system of 6 wherein said speed-sensing means
is a series of uniformly spaced clock pulses extending
along the length of said web, adjacent said bar code, and
within the area scanned by said single sensor means.

11. A process for reading a bar code on a travelling
web by means of a single stationary sensor positioned
adjacent said web, said bar code comprising a series of
wide and narrow marks separated by spaces, each nar-
row mark and each space having a predetermined
width, each wide mark being twice as wide as each
narrow mark, whereby the width of a combination of a
mark and a space may be equal to either two or three
times said predetermined width, said process compris-
ing the steps of:

a. non-overlappingly reading the two-state condition
presented by each mark and a space as said travel-
ling bar code passes said single sensor which gives
output signals responsive to said reading;

b. comparing the non-overlapping two-state output
signals generated responsive to the marks and
spaces as they are read to determine whether the
marks are wide or narrow marks; and

c. reconstituting the intelligence in said bar code -
responsive to the comparison of step b.

12. A single sensor, bi-directional, bar code reading
system comprising means responsive to said single sen-
sor for giving signals of one characteristic responsive to
marks in the signals of a traveling bar code containing
alternate marks and spaces, means also responsive to
said single sensor for giving signals of another charac-
teristic responsive to spaces in said bar code, a first of
said characteristics having a uniform relationship re-
gardless of the direction in which the bar code is read
and the second of said characteristics having non-
uniform relationships, means responsive to reading the
code in either direction for deriving information from
said first and uniform characteristic relating to said bar
code travel, and means jointly responsive to the sensed
bar code and the derived information for indicating the
information in the second and non-uniform characteris-
tic of said bar code.

13. The system of claim 12 and means for storing by
pairs successive signals generated by said single sensor,
one of said stored pair of signals having said non-
uniformly recurring characteristic and the other of said
stored pair of signals having said uniformly recurring
characteristic, means for comparing the pair of stored
signals to determine whether they have a relationship
which indicates a mark having one or the other of two
possible meanings, and means for performing an opera-
tion upon at least one of the stored pair of signals to
produce an output bar code having an original bar code
symbology irrespective of the manner at which the bar
code actually travels past said single sensor.

14. The system of claim 13 wherein said storage
means comprises means for storing a patr of analog
signals and said comparing means comprises means for
indicating whether the stored pair of signals are the
same or different.
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15. The system of claim 13 wherein said storage

means comprises means for storing two series of digital

signals representing the duration of each in a pair of
successive signals read from the bar code by said signal-
sensing means, and said comparing means comprising
means for indicating the difference between said stored
pair of digital signals.

16. The system of claim 13 wherein said information-
dertving means comprises means for comparing the
durations of successive ones of the signals having said
first characteristic generated responsive to uniform
spaces 1n sald bar code with the signals having said
second characteristics generated responsive to said non-
uniform marks in said bar code, and means responsive to
said comparing means for indicating the meaning of
each successive ones of said non-uniform marks.

17. The system of claim 16 and means responsive to
said indicated meaning for computing corrected mark
signals responsive to signals generated by said sensor
means as 1t reads marks in said bar code.

18. The system of claim 17 wherein said computed
signal comprises an alteration of the indicated meaning
of the mark signal responsive to the differences between
signals generated responsive to a space and to the next
following the space.

19. The system of claim 17 wherein said signal com-
puting means comprises means responsive to the indi-
cated differences in successive ones of said space signals
for computing a characteristic curve representing a rate
of change in the bar code transport speed, and means for
computing mark signals responsive to the computed
characteristic curve.

20. The system of claim 13 and transport means for
moving a4 web carrying said bar codes, whereby the
traveling characteristics of the bar code varies as a
function of the transport characteristics of the web, said
means for deriving information relating to the manner
in which the bar code travels comprises means for de-
tecting the speed at which said web travels, and means
responsive to said detected web speed for indicating the
information contained in said bar code.

21. The system of claim 20 wherein said web trans-
port means 1s driven responsive to at least one motor,
said web speed detector means comprising a tachometer
means for indicating the motor speed. |

22. The system of claim 20 wherein said web speed
detector means comprises a transparent disc having a
plurality of radial light intercepting areas formed
thereon, means for rotating said disc simultaneously
with a movement of said web whereby said web speed
1s indicated by a detection of the rate at which said areas
intercept said light.

23. The system of claim 20 wherein there is at least
one gear mounted to rotate in association with said
web-moving means, and said web speed detector means
comprises magnetic pickup means positioned near teeth
on said gear for generating a pulse each time that a gear
tooth passes said pickup.

24. The system of claim 20 wherein said web is
moved responsive to at least one variable speed motor
whereby web speed varies as a function of the speed of
sald motor, and said web speed detector means com-
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prise means operated responsive to a back emf of said
Motor.

25. The system of claim 20 wherein said web is
wotund on and transported between two reels whereby
there is a changing diameter of the web rolled on each
of said reels, and said web speed detecting means com-
prises means for detecting and comparing the Speeds at
which said reels rotate.

26. The system of claim 13 and a train of clock pulses
positioned adjacent said bar code, and signal-interpret-
iIng means for comparing said bar code and clock pulse
signals.

27. A system including a single sensor means for
reading a bar code comprising a plurality of marks sepa-
rated by recurring spaces, each of said marks having
either of two durations which are interrelated in a 1:2
ratio and each of said spaces having a uniform duration
which is equal to one of the two durations, said system
further comprising means for transporting said bar code
relative to said sensor means at any one of many differ-
ent speeds whereby signals are generated by said sensor
means responsive to the marks and spaces, with unpre-
dictable durations, means responsive to the uniform
duration of said recurring spaces for determining the
timing at which said bar code is being transported, and
means responsive to said determined timing for detect-

ing which one of said two durations of marks is causing

the signal then being generated responsive to the bar
code mark.

28. A process for reading bar codes while being trans-
ported in either of two directions, said bar code contain-
ing signals which have both uniformly and non-
uniformly recurring characteristics, said non-uniformly
recurring characteristic read from said bar code mgnals
havmg unpredictable durations, said process compris-
ing the steps of:

a. detecting and generating signals responsive to both
characteristics of said bar codes as they are trans-
ported in either direction;

b. sorting out and comparing successive signals gen-
erated responsive to said uniformly recurring char-
acteristics in order to detect departures from uni-
formity; and

c. reconstructing standard bar code signals from said
non-uniformly recurring characteristics by com-
pensating said non-uniform characteristics respon-
sive to detected departures from uniformity during
sald comparison of said uniform characteristics
which was made in step b.

29. The process of claim 28 wherein step b. comprises

a step of comparing analog samples.

30. The process of claim 29 wherein step b. comprises
a further step of storing digital signals representing said
uniform characteristics and step c. comprises a further
step of storing digital signals representing said non-
uniform characteristics.

31. The process of claim 29 and the further step of
generating a signal representing the rate at which said
bar codes are transported, and step c¢. comprises the
further step responsive to said signal representing said
rate of speed for reconstituting signals having non-
uniformly recurring characteristics by modifying s:g-

nals generated responsive to said bar code.
* & ok %k %
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