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[57] ABSTRACT

A carbureting type fuel metering apparatus has an in-
duction passage into which fuel is fed by several fuel
metering systems among which are a main fuel metering
system and an idle fuel metering system, as generally
known in the art; engine exhaust gas analyzing means
sensitive to selected constituents of such exhaust gas
creates feedback signal means which through associated
transducer means become effective for controllably
modulating the metering characteristics of the main fuel
metering system and the idle fuel metering system.

32 Claims, 9 Drawing Figures
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APPARATUS AND SYSTEM FOR CONTROLLING
- THE AIR-FUEL RATIO SUPPLIED TO A
- COMBUSTION ENGINE |

Thls IS a dlwsron, of appllcatlon Ser No. 684 547
f'led May 10, 1976 now U.S. Pat. No. 4,133,482.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Even. though the automotive industry has over the
years, if for no other reason than seeking competltlve
advantages, continually exerted efforts to increase the
fuel economy of automotive engines, the gains contiriu-
ally realized thereby have been deemed by various lev-
els of governments as being insufficient. Further, such
levels of government have also imposed regulations
specifying the maximum permissible amounts of carbon
monoxide (CO), hydrocrabons (HC) and oxides of ni-
trogen (NOy) which may be emitted by the engine ex-
haust gases into the atmosphere.

Unfortunately, the available technology employable
in attempting to attain increases in engine fuel economy
is generally, contrary to that technology employable in
attempting to meet the governmental]y 1mposed stan-
dards on exhaust emissions. - -

. For example, the prior art, in trying to meet the stan-
dards for NO, emissions, has employed a system of

exhaust gas recirculation whereby at least a portion of

the exhaust gas is re-introduced into the cylinder com-
bustion chamber to thereby lower the combustion tem-

sasers

. 2
those injection systems which are made to be accurate
in the mid-portion of the required range of metered fuel .

- flows are usually relatively inaccurate at both ends of
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perature therem and consequently reduce the formation .

of NO,.

The prior art has also pr0posed the use of englne
crankcase recirculation means whereby the vapors
which m:ght otherwise become vented to the atmo-
sphere are introduced into the engme combustlon cham-
bers for burmng

The prior art has also proposed the use of fuel meter-
ing means which are effective for metering a relatively
overly-rlch (in terms of fuel) - fuel-air mixture to the
engine combustion chamber means as to thereby reduce
the creation of NO, within the combustion chamber.
The use of such overly-rich fuel-air mixtures results in a
substantial increase in CO and HC in the engine exhaust,
‘'which, mn turn, requires the supplying of additional
oxygen, as by an associated air pump, to such engine
exhaust in order to complete the oxidation of the CO
and HC prior to its delivery into the atmosphere.

- The prior art has also heretofore proposed retarding

of the engine ignition timing as a further means for
reducmg the creation of NO,. Also, lower engine com-
pression ratios have been employed in order to lower
the resulting combustion temperature within the engine
combustron chamber and thereby reduce the creatlon of:

'NO,.

The prior art has also proposed the use of fuel meter-

ing injection means instead of the usually-employed
carbureting apparatus and, under superatmo:'-;phenc
pressure, injecting the fuel into either the engine intake
manifold or directly into the cylinders of a piston type
internal combustion engine. Such fuel injection systems,
besides bemg costly, have not proven to be generally

successful in that the system is required to provide me-
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that same range. The use of feedback means for altering
the metering characteristics of a particular fuel injection
system have not solved the problem because the prob-
lem usually is intertwined with such factors as: effective
aperture area of the injector nozzle; comparative move-
ment required by the associated nozzle pintie or valving
member; inertia of the nozzle valving member; and
nozzle “cracking” pressure (that being the pressure at
which the nozzle opens). As should be apparent, the
smaller the rate of metered fuel flow desired, the greater
becomes the influence of such factors thereon.

- It is. now anticipated that the said various levels of
government will be establishing even more stringent
exhaust emission limits of, for example, 1.0 gram/mile
of NOy (or even less).

- The prior art, in view of such anticipated require-
ments with respect to NO;, has suggested the employ-
ment of a “three-way” catalyst, in a single bed, within
the stream of exhaust gases as'a means of attaining such
anticipated exhaust emission limits. Generally, a “three-
way” catalyst (as opposed to the “two way” catalyst
system well known in the prior art) is a single catalyst,
or catalyst mixture, which catalyzes the oxidation of
hydrocarbons and carbon monoxide and also the reduc-
tion of oxides of nitrogen. It has been discovered that a
difficulty with such a “three-way” catalyst system 1is
that if the fuel metering is too rich (in terms of fuel), the
NO; will be reduced effectively, but the oxidation of
CO will be incomplete. On the other hand, if the fuel
metering is too lean, the CO will be effectively oxidized
but the reduction of NOy will be incomplete. Obviously,
in order to make such a “three-way” catalyst system
operative, it is necessary to have very accurate control’
over the fuel metering function of associated fuel meter-
ing supply means feeding the engine. As hereinafter
described, the prior art has suggested the use of fuel
injection means with associated feedback means (re-
sponsive to selected indicia of engine operating condi-
tions and parameters) intended to continuously alter or
modify the metering characteristics of the fuel injection
means. However, at least to the extent hereinafter indi-
cated, such fuel 1n_]ectlon systems have not proven to be
successful.

It has also heretofore been proposed to employ fuel
metering means, of a carbureting type, with feedback
means responsive to the presence of seleted constituents
comprising the engine exhaust gases. Such feedback
means were employed to modify the action of a main
metering rod of a main fuel metering system of a carbu-
retor. However, tests and experience have indicated

“that such a prior art carburetor and such a related feed-

back means cannot, at least as presently conceived,

~ provide the degree of accuracy required in the metering
~of fuel to an associated engine as to assure meeting, for

60

example, the said anticipated exhaust emission. stan-

- dards.-

Aecorclmg]y, the invention as drsclosed described

- and claimed is directed generally to the solution of the

tered fuel flow over a very wide range of metered fuel

flows. Generally, those injection systems which are

very accurate at one end of the required range of me-.

tered fuel flows, are relatively inaccurate at the oppo-
site end of that same range of metered fuel flows. Also,

65

“above and related. problems and more specifically to

structure, apparatus.and systems enabling a carbureting
type -fuel metering ‘device to meter fuel with an accu-
racy at least sufficient to meet the said anticipated stan-
dards regarding engine exhaust gas emissions.
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3
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION .

According to the invention, a carburetor having an
induction passage therethrough with a venturi therein
has a main fuel discharge nozzle situated generally

within the venturi and a main fuel metering system
communicating generally between a fuel reservoir and
the main fuel discharge nozzle. An idle fuel metering

system communicates generally between a fuel reser-
voir and said induction passage at a location generally
In close proximity to an edge of a variably openable
throttle valve situated in said induction passage down-
stream of the main fuel discharge nozzle. Modulating
valving means are provided to controllably alter the
rate of metered fuel flow through each of said main and
idle fuel metering systems in response to control signals
generated as a consequence of selected indicia of engme
operation.

Various general and specific objects and advantages
of the invention will become apparent when reference is
made to the following detailed description of the inven-

tion considered in conjunction with the related draw-
Ings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In the drawings wherein for purposes of clarity cer-
tain details and/or elements may be omitted from one or
More views:

FI1G. 11illustrates, in side elevational view, a vehicular
combustion engine employing a carbureting apparatus
and system embodying teachings of the invention;

FIG. 2 1s an enlarged view of a carburetor assembly,
In cross-section, constructed in accordance with the
invention; |

F1G. 3 1s a graph illustrating, generally, fuel-air ratio
curves obtainable with structures employing the inven-
tion; -
FIG. 4 1s a graph depicting fuel-air ratio curves ob-
tained from one particular tested embodiment of the
invention; |

FIG. S is a generally cross-sectional view of another
form of the invention;

FIGS. 6 and 7 are each generally fragmentary and
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schematic illustrations of different arrangements for 45

variably and controllably determining the magnitude of

the actuating pressure differential employed in the in-
vention;

FIG. 8 1s a generally cross-sectional view 1]Iustrat1ng
yet another aspect of the invention; and

FIG. 9 1s a view similar to FIG. 2 illustrating struc-
ture embodying teachings of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

Referring now in greater detail to the drawings, FIG.
1 illustrates a combustion engine 10 used, for example,
to propell an associated vehicle as through power trans-
mission means fragmentarily illustrated at 12. The en-
gine 10 may be of the internal combustion type employ-

Ing, as is generally well known in the art, a plurality of

power piston means therein. As generally depicted, the
englne assembly 10 is shown as being comprised of an
engine block 14 containing, among other things, a plu-

rallty of cylinders respectively reciprocatingly receiv-

ing said power pistons therein. A plurality of spark or

>0
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ignition plugs 16, one for each cylinder, are carried by -

the engine block and-respectively electrically con-

34.

4

nected to an ignition distributor assembly or system 18
Operated in timed relationship to engine operation.
As 15 generally well known in the art, each cylinder
containing a power piston has exhaust aperture or port
means and such exhaust port means communicate as

with an associated exhaust manifold which is fragmen-
tarily illustrated in hidden line at 20. Exhaust conduit
means 22 i1s shown operatively connected to the dis-
charge end 24 of exhaust manifold 20 and leading as to

the rear of the associated vehicle for the dlschargmg of

exhaust gases to the atmosphere.

Further, as is also generally well known in the art,
each cylinder which contains a power piston also has
inlet aperture means or port means and such inlet aper-
ture means communicate as with an associated inlet:
manifold which is fragmentarlly ﬂlustrated in hidden
line at 26. - -

As generally deplcted a carburetmg type fuel meter-
ing apparatus 28 is situated atop a cooperating portion
of the inlet or intake manifold means 26. A suitable inlet
air cleaner assembly 30 may be situated atop the carbu-
retor assembly 28 to filter the air prior to its entrance
into the inlet of the carburetor 28. |

As generally shown in FIG. 2, the carburetor 28,
employing teachings of the invention, comprises a main
carburetor body 32 having induction passage means 34
formed therethrough with an upper inlet end 36, in
which generally is situated a variably openable choke
valve 38 carried as by a pivotal choke shaft 40, and a
discharge end 42 communicating as with the inlet 44 of
intake manifold 26. A venturi section 46, having a ven-
turi throat 48, is provided within the induction passage
means 34 generally between the inlet 36 and outlet or
discharge end 42. A main metering fuel discharge noz-
zle S0, situated generally within the throat 48 of venturi
section 46, serves to discharge fuel, as is metered by the
main metering system, into the induction passage means

A variably openable throttle valve 52, carried as by a
rotatable throttle shaft 54, serves to variably control the
discharge and flow of combustible (fuel-air) mixtures
into the inlet 44 of intake manifold 26. Suitable throttie
control linkage means, as generally depicted at 56, is
provided and operatively connected to throttle shaft 54
in order to affect throttle positioning in response to
vehicle operator demand. The throttle valve, as will
become more evident, also serves to vary the: rate of
fuel flow metered by the associated idle fuel metering
system a.nd dlscharged Into the induction ' passage
means. | I |

Carburetor body means 32 may be formed as to also
define a fuel reservoir chamber 58 adapted to contain
fuel 60 therein the level of which may be determined as
by, for example, a float operated fuel inlet valve assem-

bly, as is generally well known in the art.

The main fuel metering system comprises passage or
conduit means 62 communicating generally between
fuel chamber S8 and a generally upwardly extending
main fuel well 64 which, as shown, may contain a main
well tube 66 which, in turn, is provided with a plurality
of generally radially directed apertures 68 formed
through the wall thereof as to thereby provide for com-
munication as between the interior of the tube 66 and
the portion of the well 64 generally radially surround-

ing the tube 66. Conduit means 70 serves to communi-

cate between the upper part of well 64 and the interior
of discharge nozzle 50. Air bleed type passage means 72,
comprising conduit means 74 and calibrated restriction
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or metering means 76, communicates as between -a
source of filtered air and the upper part of the interior of
well tube 66. A main calibrated fuel metering restriction
78 is situated generally upstream of well 64, as for exam-
ple in conduit means 62, in order to meter the rate of
fuel flow from chamber 58 to main well 64. As 1s gener-
ally well known in the art, the interior of fuel reservoir
chamber 58 is preferably pressure vented to a source of
generally ambient air as by means of, for example, vent-
like passage means 80 leading from chamber 38 to the
inlet end 36 of induction passage 34.

Generally, when the engine is running, the intake
stroke of each power piston causes air flow through'the
induction passage 34 and venturi throat 48. The atr
thusly flowing through the venturi throat 48 creates a
low pressure commonly referred to as a venturi vac-
uum. The magnitude of such venturi vacuum is deter-
mined primarily by the velocity of the air flowing
through the venturi and, of course, such velocity is
determined by the speed and power output of the en-
gine. The difference between the pressure in the venturi
and the air pressure within fuel reservoir chamber 358
causes fuel to flow from fuel chamber 58 through the
main metering system. That is, the fuel flows through
metering restriction 78, conduit means 62, up through
well 64 and, after mixing with the air supplied by the
main well air bleed means 72, passes through conduit
means 70 and discharges from nozzle 50 into induction
passage means 34. Generally, the calibration of the
various controlling elements are such as to cause such
main metered fuel flow to start t0 occur at some pre-
determined differential between fuel reservoir and ven-
turi pressure. Such a differential may exist, for example,
at a vehicular speed of 30 m.p.h. at normal road load.

Engine and vehicle operation at conditions less than
that required to initiate operation of the main metering
system are achieved by operation of the i1dle fuel meter-
ing system, which may not only supply metered fuel
flow during curb idle engine operation but also at off
idle operation.

At curb idle and other relatively low speeds of engine
operation, the engine does not cause a sufficient air flow
through the venturi section 48 as to result in a venturi
vacuum sufficient to operate the main metering system.
Because of the relatively almost closed throttle valve
means 52, which greatly restricts air flow into the intake
manifold 26 at idle and low engine speeds, engine or
intake manifold vacuum is of a relatively high magni-
tude. This high manifold vacuum serves to provide a
pressure differential which operates the idie fuel meter-
ing system.

Generally, the idle fuel system is illustrated as com-
prising calibrated idle fuel restriction metering means 82
communicating as between the fuel 60, within fuel res-
ervoir or chamber 58, and a generally upwardly extend-
ing passage or conduit 84 which, at its upper end, is in
communication with a second generally vertically ex-
tending conduit 86 the lower end of which communi-
cates with a generally laterally extending conduit 88. A
downwardly depending conduit 90 communicates at its
upper end with conduit 88 while, at its lower end, 1t
communicaies with induction passage means 34 as
through aperture means 92. The effective size of dis-
charge aperture 92 is variably established as by an axi-
ally adjustable needle valve member 94 threadably car-
ried by body 32. As generally shown and as generally
known in the art, passage 88 may terminate in a rela-
tively vertically elongated discharge opening or aper-
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6

ture 86 located as to be generally juxtaposed to an edge
of throttle valve 52 when such throttle valve 52 1s in 1ts.
curb-idle or nominally closed position. Often, aperture
96 is referred to in the art as being a transfer slot effec-
tively increasing the area for flow of fuel to the under-
side of throttle valve 52 as the throttle valve i1s moved
toward a more fully opened position.

Conduit means 98, provided with calibrated air me-
tering or restriction means 100, serves to communicate
as between an upper portion of conduit 86 and a source
of atmospheric air as at the inlet and 36 of induction
passage 34. At idle engine operation, the greatly re-
duced pressure area below the throttle valve means
causes fuel to flow from the fuel reservoir 58 through
restriction means 82 and upwardly through conduit
means 84 where, generally at the upper portion thereof,
the fuel intermixes with the bleed air provided by con-
duit 98 and air bleed restriction means 100. The fuel-air
emulsion then is drawn downwardly through conduit
86 and through conduits 88 and 90 ultimately dis-
charged, posterior to throttle valve 52, through the
effective opening of aperture 92,

During off-idle operation, the throttle valve means 52
is moved in the opening direction cuasing the juxta-
posed edge of the throttle valve to further effectively
open and expose a greater portion of the-transfer slot or
port means 96 to the manifold vacuum existing postertor
to the throttle valve. This, of course, causes additional
metered idle fuel flow through the transfer port means
96. As the throttle valve means 52 is opened still wider
and the engine speed increases, the velocity of atr flow
through the induction passage 34 increases to the point
where the resulting developed venturi vacuum is suffi-
cient to cause the hereinbefore described main metering
system to be brought into operation.

The invention as herein disclosed and described pro-
vides means, in addition to those hereinbefore de-
scribed, for controlling and/or modifying the metering
characteristics otherwise established by the fluid circuit
constants previously described. In the embodiment dis-
closed, among other cooperating elements, valving
assemblies 102 and 104 are provided to enable the per-
formance of such modifying and/or control functions.

Valving assembly 102 is illustrated as comprising
variable but distinct chambers 106 and 108 effectively
separated as by a pressure responsive wall or diaphragm
member 110 which, in turn, has a valving member 112
operatively secured thereto for movement therewith.
The valving surface 114 of valving member 112 cooper-
ates with a calibrated aperture 116 of a member 118 as
to thereby variably determine the effective cross-sec-
tional flow area of said aperture 116 and therefore the
degree to which communication between the upper
portion of conduit 86 and chamber 108. Resiliant means,
as in the form of a compression spring 120 situated
generally in chamber 106, serves to continually bias and
urge diaphragm member 110 and valving member 112
toward a fully closed position against coacting aperture
116. As shown, chamber 108 is placed in communica-
tion with ambient atmosphere preferably through asso-
ciated calibrated restriction or passage means 122 and
via conduit means 98. Without at this time considering
the overall operation, it should be apparent that for any
selected differential between the manifold vacuum, P,
and the pressure, P, within reservoir 88, the “richness”
of the fuel delivered by the idle fuel metering system
can be modulated merely by the moving of valving
member 112 toward and/or away from coacting aper-
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ture means 116. That 1s, for any such given pressure
differential, the greater the effective opening of aper-
ture means 116 becomes the more air is bled into the idle
fuel passing from conduit 84 into conduit 86. Therefore,
because of such proportionally greater rate of flow of
idle bleed air, the less, proportionately, is the rate of
metered 1dle fuel flow thereby causing athe richness (in
terms of fuel) in the fuel-air mixture supplied through
the induction passage 34 and into the intake manifold
26. The converse is also true; that is, as aperture means
116 1s more nearly totally closed, the total rate of flow
of idle bleed air becomes increasingly more dependent
upon the comparatively reduced effective flow area of
restriction means 100 thereby proportionately reducing
the rate of idle bleed air and increasing, proportion-
ately, the rate of metered idle fuel flow. Accordingly,
there 1s an accompanying increase in the richness (in
terms of fuel) in the fuel-air mixture supplied through
induction passage 34 and into the intake manifold 26.

Valving assembly 104 is illustrated as comprising
upper and lower variable and distinct chambers 124 and
126 separated as by a pressure responsive wall or dia-
phragm member 128 to which is secured one end of a
valve stem 130 as to thereby move in response to and in
accordance with the movement of wall or diaphragm
means 128. The structure 129 defining the lower portion
of chamber 126 serves to provide guide surface means
for guiding the vertical movement of valve stem 130
and the chamber 126 is vented to atmospheric pressure,
P, as by vent or aperture means 132.

A first compression spring 134 situated generally
within chamber 124 continually urges valve stem 130 in
a downward direction as does a second spring 136
which is carried generally about stem 130 and axially
contained as between structure 129 and a movable
spring abutment 138 carried by stem 130.

An extension of stem 130 carries a valve member 140
with a valve surface 142, formed thereon, adapted to
cooperate with a valving orifice 144 communicating
generally between chamber 58 and a chamber-like area
146 which, in turn, communicates as via calibrated me-
tering or restriction means 148 and conduit means 150
with a portion of the main metering system downstream
of the main metering restriction means 78. As illus-
trated, such communication may be at a suitable point
within the main well 64. Additional spring means 147
which may be situated generally in the chamber-like

area 146, serve to continually urge valve member 142
and stem 130 upwardly.

Without at this time considering the overall operation
of the invention, it should be apparent that for any
selected metering pressure differential between the ven-
- tur1 vacuum, P,, and the pressure, P, within reservoir
38, the “richness” of the fuel delivered by the main fuel
metering system can be modulated merely by the mov-
ing of valving member 140 toward and/or away from
coacting aperture means 144, That is, for any such given
metering pressure differential, the greater the effective
opening of aperture means 144 becomes, the greater
also becomes the rate of metered fuel flow since one of
the factors controlling such rate is the effective area of
the metering orifice means. With the opening of orifice
means 144 1t can be seen that the then effective metering
area of orifice means 144 is, generally, additive to the
effective metering area of orifice means 78. Therefore, a
comparatively increased rate of metered fuel flow is
consequently discharged, through nozzle 50, into the
induction passage means 34. The converse is also true:
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that 1s, as aperture means 144 is more nearly or totally
closed, the total effective main fuel metering area de-
creases and approaches that effective metering area
determined by metering means 78. Consequently, the
total rate of metered main fuel flow decreases and a

comparatively decreased rate of metered fuel flow is

discharged through nozzle 50, into the induction pas-
sage 34.

As shown, chamber 106 and 124 are each in commu-
nication with conduit means 152, as via conduit means
154 and 156, respectively.

As illustrated in FIG. 1, conduit means 152 is placed
In communication with associated conduit means 158
effective for conveying a fluid control pressure to said
conduit 152 and chambers 106 and 124. For purposes of
illustration, such control pressure will be considered as
being sub-atmospheric and to that extent a control vac-
uum, V., the magnitude of which, of course, increases
as the absolute value of the control pressure decreases.

FIG. 1 also illustrates suitable logic control means
160 which, as contemplated in the preferred mode of
operation of the invention, may be electrical logic con-
trol means having suitable electrical signal conveying
conductor means 162, 164, 166 and 168 leading thereto
for applying electrical input signals, reflective of se-
lected operating parameters, to the circuitry of logic
means 160. It should, of course, be apparent that such
input signals may convey the required information in
terms of the magnitude of the signal as well as convey-
ing information by the absence of the signal itself. Out-
put electrical conductor means, as at 170, serves to
convey the output electrical control signal from the
logic means 160 to associated electrically-operated con-
trol valve means 172. A suitable source of electrical
potential 174 is shown as being electrically connected to
logic means 160, while control valve means 172 may be
electrically grounded, as at 176.

In the preferred embodiment, the various electrical
conductor means 162, 164, 166 and 168 are respectively
connected to parameter sensing and transducer signal
producing means 178, 180 and 182. In the embodiment
of the invention shown, the means 178 comprises oxy-
gen sensor means communicating with exhaust conduit
means 22 at a point generally upstream of a catalytic
converter 184. The transducer means 180 may comprise
electrical switch means situated as to be actuated by
cooperating lever means 186 fixedly carried, as by the
throttle shaft 55, and swingably rotatable therewith into
and out of operating engagement with switch means
180, in order to thereby provide a signal indicative of
the throttle 52 having attained a preselected position.

The transducer 182 may comprise suitable tempera-
ture responsive means, such as, for example, thermo-
couple means, effective for engine temperature and
creating an electrical signal in accordance therewith.

A vacuum reservoir or tank 188 is shown being oper-
atively connected and in communication with control
valve 172, as by conduit means 190, and with the inte-
rior of the intake manifold 26 (serving as a source of
engine or manifold vacuum, P,;) as by conduit means
192. |

Even though the invention is not so limited, it is nev-
ertheless contemplated that the catalytic converter
means 184 would preferably be of the “three-way” type
of catalytic converter as hereinbefore described and as
1s generally well known in the art. Further, any of many
presently available and suitable oxygen sensor assem-
blies may be employed. Also, although the invention is
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not so hmited, control valve means 172 may comprise a
3-way solenoid valving assembly effective for opening
and closing (or otherwise modulating) aperture means
for causing a varying effective restrictive effect upon
fluid flow through such aperture means and thereby

vary the effective pressure magnitudes on opposite sides

of such aperture means. By varying the electrical signal
to such 3-way solencid valving. assembly, it then be-

3

comes possible to selectively vary the magnitude of at '

ieast one of the fluid pressures and employ such as a
control pressure. Various forms of such control valve
assermbliies are well known in the art, and, since the
...pf:mf ¢ construction thereof forms no part of the inven-
tion, any such suitable control valve assembly may be
employed. Further, testing and experimentation with
the use of a pulsating type control valve means 172 has
shown remarkable and une}apected improvements. As is
generally well known in the art, a pulsating type of
control valve is one which, during operation, has its
valving member in a constant state of oscillation toward
~ and away from the cooperating metering orifice. The
manner in which control over resulting fluid flow and-
/or pressure 1s may be, generally, by varying the fre-
quency and/or amplitude of such oscillation and/or the
relative length of time that such pulsating control valve
is energised compared to the length of time that such
control valve is de-—energlzﬁzd durmg the over all operai-
ing cycle.

OPERA.TION OF INV ENTION

Generally the oxygen sensor 178 senses the oxygen
content of the exhaust gases and, in response thereto,
produces an output voltage signal which is proportional

or otherwise related thereto. The voltage signal is then

applied, as via conductor means 162, to the electronic
logic and control means 160 which, in turn, compares
the sensor voltage signal to a bias or reference voltage
which is indicative of the desired oxygen concentration.
The resulting difference between the sensor voltage
signal and the bias woltage is indicative of the actual
error and an electrical error signal, reflective thereof, 1s
empioyed to produce a related operating voltage which
1s applied to the control valve assembly 172 as by means
of conductor 170. | -

Manifold or engine vacuum, generated durmg engine
operation, 1s conveyed to the vacuum reservoir means
188, which, via conduit means 19Q, conveys such vac-
uum to a conduit portion 194 of control valve assembly
172. The operation of control valve assembly 172 is
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such as-to effectively variably bleed or vent a portion of 350

the vacuum as to ambient atmosphere and thereby de-
termine a resulting magnitude of a control vacuum
which is applied to conduit means 158. The magnitude
of such control vacuum, V,, 1s, as previcusiy generally
described, determined by .the electrical control signal
and consequent operating voltage applied via conduc-
tor means 170 to control valve assembly 172, which, in
the embodiment of the invention shown, comprises a
scdn;,nmd-c:nperated valve assembly.

As best seen in FIG. 2, .the contml vacuumni, Vp, 18
applied via Comi_mt means 152 to both pressure respon-
sive motor means 102 and 104, and more specifically to
respective chambers 106 and 124 thereof. Generally, as
snould be apparent, the greater the magnitude of V.
(and therefore the lower its absolute pressure) the more
upwardly are wall or diaphragm members 1310 and 128

urged. The degree to which such members 116 and 128
are actually moved upwardly depends, of course, on the
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resilient resistance thereto provided by spring means
120, 134 and 136, as well as the upward resilient force of
spring means 147 situated generally in chamber 146 and

operatively engaging valve member 1432.

The graph of FIG. 3 generally depicts qu:l -air ratio
curves obtainable by the invention. For purposes of
illustration, let it be assumed that curve 200 represents a
combustible mixture, metered as to have a ratio of 0.068
[bs. of fuel per pound of air. Then, as generally shown,
the carbureting device of the invention could provide a
flow of combustible mixtures in the range anywhere
from a selected lower-most fuel-air ratio as depicted by
curve 202 to an uppermost fuel-air ratio as depicted by
curve 204. As should be apparent, the invention pro-
vides an infinite family of such fuel-air ratio curves
between and including curves 202 and 204. This be-
comes especially evident when one considers that the
portion of curve 202 generally between points 206 and
208 1s achieved when valve member 112 of FIG. 2 is
moved upwardly as to thereby open orifice 116 to its
maximum intended effective opening and cause the
introduction of a maximum amount of bleed air there-
through. Similarly, that portion of curve 202 generally
between points 208 and 210 is achieved when valve
member 142 18 moved upwardly as to thereby close
orifice 144 to its intended minimum effective opening
{(or totally effectively closed) and cause the flow of fuel
therethrough to be terminated or reduced accordingly.

In comparison, that portion of curve 204 generally
between points 212 and 214 is achieved when valve
member 112 1s moved downwardly as to thereby close
orifice 116 to its intended minimum effective opening
(or totally effectively closed) and cause the flow of
bleed air therethrough to be terminated or reduced
accordingly. Similarly, that portion of curve 204 gener-
ally between points 234 and 216 is achieved when valve
member 142 1s moved downwardly as to thereby open
ortfice 144 to its maximum intended opening and cause
a corresponding maximum flow of fuel therethrough.

It should be apparent that the degree to which ori-
fices 116 and 114 are respectively opened, during actual
operation, depends on the magnitude of the conirol
vacuum, V., which, in turn, depends on the control
signal produced by the logic control means 160 and, of
course, the control signal thusly produced by means 160
depends, basically, on the input signal obtained from the
oxygen sensor 178, as compared to the previously re-
ferred-to bias or reference signal. Accordingly, know-
ing what the desired composition of the exhaust gas
from the engine should be, it then becomes possible to
program the logic of means 160 as to create signals
mmdicating deviations from such desired composition as
to in accordance therewith modify the effective open-
ing of orifices 116 and 144 to increase and/or decrease
the richness (1in terms of fuel) of the fuel-air mixture
being metered to the engine. Such changes or modifica-
tions in fuel richness, of course, are, in turn, sensed by
the oxygen sensor 160 which continues to further mod-
ity the tuel-air ratio of such metered mixture until the
desired exhaust composition is attained. Accordingly, it
is apparent that the system disclosed defines a closed-
loop feedback system which continually operates to
modify the fuel-air ratio of a metered combustible mix-
ture assuring such mixture to be of a desired fuel-air
ratio for the then existing operating parameters.

It is also contemplated, at least in certain circum-
stances, that the upper-most curve 204 may actually be,
ror the most part, effectively below a curve 218 which,



4,246,875

11

in this instance, is employed to represent a hypothetical
curve depicting the best fuel-air ratio of a combustible
mixture for obtaining maximum power from engine 10,
as during wide open throttle (WOT) operation. In such
a contemplated contingency, the invention provides
transducer means 180 (FIG. 1) adapted to be opera-
tively engaged, as by lever means 186, when throttle
valve 52 has been moved to WOT condition. At that
time, the resulting signal from transducer means 180, as
applied to means 160, causes logic means 160 to ap-
propiately respond by further altering the effective
opening or orifices 116 and 144. That is, it it is assumed
that curve portion 214-216 is obtained when effectively

opened to a degree less than its actual maximum physi-

cal opening, then further effective opening thereof may
be accomplished by causing a further downward move-
ment of valve member 140. During such phase of opera-
tion, the metering becomes an open loop function and
the input signal to logic means 160 provided by oxygen
sensor 178 1s, 1n effect, ignored for so long as the WOT
signal from transducer 180 exists.

Similarly, in certain engines, because of any of a num-
ber of factors, it may be desirable to assure a lean (in
terms of fuel richness) base fuel-air ratio (enriched by
the well known choke mechanism) immediately upon
starting of a cold engine. Accordingly, the invention
contemplates the use of engine temperature transducer
means 182 which is effective for producing a signal,
over a predetermined range of low engine tempera-
tures, and applying such signal to logic control means
160 as to thereby cause such logic means 160 to, in turn,
produce and apply a control signal, via 170, to control
valve 172, the magnitude of which is such as to cause
the resulting fuel-air ratio of the metered combustible
mixture to be, for example, in accordance with curve
202 of FIG. 3 or some other selected relatively “lean”
fuel-air ratio.

Further, 1t is contemplated that at certain operating
conditions and with certain oxygen sensors, it may be
desirable or even necessary to measure the temperature
of the oxygen sensor itself. Accordingly, suitable tem-
perature transducer means, as for example thermo-
couple means well known in the art, may be employed
to sense the temperature of the operating portion of the
oxygen sensor means 178 and to provide a signal in
accordance or in response thereto via conductor means
164 to the electronic control means 160. That is, it is
anticipated that it may be necessary to measure the
temperature of the sensory portion of the oxygen sensor
178 to determine that such sensor 178 is sufficiently hot
to provide a meaningful signal with respect to the com-
positton of the exhaust gas. For example, upon re-stat-
Ing a generally hot engine, the engine temperature and
engine coolant temperatures could be normal (as sensed
by transducer means 182) and yet the oxygen sensor 184
1s still too cold and therefore not capable of providing a
meaningful signal, of the exhaust gas composition, for
several seconds after such re-start. Because a cold cata-
lyst cannot clean up from a rick mixture, it is advanta-
geous, during the time that sensor means 184 is thusly
too cold, to provide a relatively “lean” fuel-air ratio
mixture. The sensor means 184 temperature signal
thusly provided along conductor means 164 serves to
cause such logic means 160 to, in turn, produce and
apply a control signal, via 170 to control valve 172, the

magnitude of which is such as to cause the resulting

fuel-air ratio of the metered combustible mixture to be,
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for example, in accordance with curve 202 of FIG. 3 or

some other selected relatively “lean” fuel-air ratio.
FIG. 4 illustrates fuel-air mixture curves, obtained

during testing of one particular embodiment of the in-

vention with such curves being obtained at various

‘values of control vacuum to the carburetor. That is,

flow curve 220 was obtained at a control vacuum of 5.0
inches of Hg; flow curve 222 was obtained at 4.0 inches
of Hg; flow curve 224 was obtained at 2.5 inches of H,
while flow curve 226 was obtained at 1.0 inch of Hy. It
should be noted that at the maximum applied vacuum
(5.0 inches of Hy) flow curve 228 corresponds generally
to a typical part throttle fuel delivery curve while the
flow curve 226 at minimum vacuum (1.0 inch of Hy)
corresponds generally to a typical best engine power or
wide open throttle delivery curve. Accordingly, it can
be seen that 1n the event of a total electronic or vacuum
failure 1n the system disclosed, the associated vehicle
remains drivable regardles',s of whether such failure
results in maximum or minimum applied vacuum or
anywhere in between. -

FIG. 5, 1n somewhat simplified and dlagrammatlc
form, illustrates a further form of the invention. All
elements in FIG. 5 which are like or similar to those of
FIGS. 1 and 2 are identified with like reference num-
bers, but having a suffix “a”. '-

Aside from other features to be described, the struc-
ture of FIG. § illustrates the use of a main metering
restriction 782 and an idle tubular metering restriction
824 situated generally downstream of restriction 78q, as
1s well known in the art. In retrospect, it will be appar-
ent that restriction means 78 and 82 of FIG. 2 may be
functionally arranged in the same manner as I‘EStl‘lCthHS
78a and 82a.

Further, passage means 1584 is illustrated as commu-
nicating generally between passage means 1522 and
suitable pressure accumulator means 230 which, as by
related conduit means 232, in turn communicates with a
chamber 234 of a pressure regulator assembly 236.

The pressure regulator assembly 236 is illustrated as
comprising housing means 238 having therein chamber
means 234 and 242 effectively separated from each
other as by movable pressure responsive wall or dia-
phragm means 244 to which is secured a stem portion
246 of a valve member 248 adapted to cooperate with a
calibrated orifice pasage 250 serving to provide commu-
nication as between chamber 234 and chamber 252 of
second pressure accumulator means 254. Suitable check
valve means, such as, for example, a flapper valve as
generally indicated at 258 is preferably provided in
cooperation with chamber 252 of accumulator 254 to
establish unidirectional flow, as through cooperating
conduit means 192a¢ leading to a source of mamfold
vacuum, P;,. -

As shown, chamber 234 of regulator 236 communi-
cates with chamber 231 of accumulator 230 while
chamber 242 is vented to atmosphere, as by passage or
vent means 256. Suitable compression spring means 260
urges wall or diaphragm means 244 upwardly and si-
multanecusly urges valve member 248 away from coop-
erating calibrated aperture or orifice means 250. Obvi-
ously, the smaller the effective flow area of orifice
means 250 becomes, due to the increased closing thereof
by valve member 248, the greater the pressure drop
thereacross.

Preferably, calibrated restriction or passage means
262 1s provided generally between passage 158a and
chamber 231 to establish a desired rate of flow into
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chamber 231. Further, calibrated orifice or passage
means 264 is provided generally upstream of calibrated
passage 262 to communicate, generally, between the
atmosphere and passage means 188q. Valving means,
schematically ulustrated at 1724, and comprising a vari-
ably positionable valve member 266, serves to variably
but controllably determine the effective flow area of
calibrated passage 264 in order to thereby vary the
effective pressure, V., within passage 158a¢ and cham-
bers 106g and 124a. As previously explained with re-
spect to valving means 172 of FIGS. 1 and 2, valving
means E72a is actuated and controlled by the logic
means 150 as via conductor means 170a. As previously
stated, such valve means 172¢ may, in fact, comprise
solenoid operated valving members.

As should be apparent, pressure regulator means, as
at 236, may also be employed in the arrangement of
FIG. 1 as by functionally placing such pressure regula-
tor means in circuit with and between accumulator
means 188 and control valve means 172. Generally, for
all practical purposes, the combination and coaction of
pressure accumulators 230, 254 and pressure regulator
236 provides a source 208 of generally constant subat-
mospheric pressure as far as conduit means 158a is con-
cerned.

Various control valving means are contemplated.
FIGS. 6 and 7 schematically illustrate two general ar-
rangements of which FIG. 6 corresponds generally to
the system of FIG. §, wherein a valving member vari-
ably controls the degree of atmosheric air bleed permit-
ted through suitable restriction means 264. FI1G. 7 1llus-
trates another general arrangement wherein the valving
member 266 serves to variably control the degree of
communication of the manifold or control vacuum
with, for example, passage means 158a. Obviously,
combinations of such systems as generally depicted by
FIGS. 6 and 7 could also be employed.

FIG. 8 illustrates yet another aspect of the invention.
All elements in FIG. 8 which are like or similar to those
of FIG. 1, 2 or § are identified with like reference num-
bers provided with a suffix “b”.

Among other possible arrangements, the invention as
shown in FIG. 8 contemplates the provision of suitable
calibrated restriction passage means 300 in the passage
means 1925 leading to a source of engine or manifold
vacuum as at a point in the carburetor structure gener-
ally downstream of the throttle valve 526. Conduit or
passage means 1926 is shown having a sized or cali-
brated atmospheric bleed orifice 26456 the effective area
of which is variably controlled as by a valve 266b of a
propoertional solenoid valve assembly 1726 which, in
turn, 1s controlled by the electrical logic and actuating
means 1065, Branch conduit or passage means 1926
leads to respective chambers 1066 and 1245 of motor
means 1620 and 104). The other end of passage means
1925 is operatively connected as to the induction pas-
sage 340 as at a point 304 to sense the venturi vacuum,
P;, and communicate such venturi vacuum to chambers
1060 and 1245. |

In the main, the use of venturi vacuum sensing means,
as at 304, and manifold vacuum sensing means, as at 3GG,
results in an overall available vacuum supply during all
conditions of engine operation. That is, during rela-
tively low engine speeds and engine loads the magni-
tude of the manifold vacuum, P, is relatively high
while the magnitude of the venturi vacuum, P,, is rela-
tively low. However, during higher engine speeds and,
for example, wide open throttle operation (WOT) the
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magnitude of the manifold vacuum becomes minimal
while the magnitude of the venturi vacuum becomes.
relatively high. Therefore, it becomes possible, espe-
cially with selected values of flow restriction provided
by restrictions 300 and 302, to employ sources of both
manifold and venturi vacuum to provide the overall
necessary pressure differential to achieve movement of
valves 1140 and 144b as dictated by the logic means
172b.

It 1s of course apparent, in view of the disclosure
herein made, that the various vacuum passage means
and chambers 106 (or 106a or 1065) and 124 (or 124a or
1245) may be formed as to comprise an overall carbure-
tor structure. Also, it is contemplated that single motor
means functioning equivalently to motor means 102 and
104 could be employed for the actuation of the related
valve members 114 and 144.

Further, as depicted in FIG. 9 (wherein elements
which are like or functionally similar to those of FIG. 2
are 1dentified with like reference numbers provided
with a suffix “c”), it 1s also contemplated that instead of
the pressure responsive motor means, such as 102 and
104 of FIG. 2, proportional type solenoid means 102¢
and 104c may be employed for directly controlling
associated valve members 114¢ and 144c¢ (equivalent to
114 and 114 of FIG. 2. In such event, there would be no
need for creating a pressure differential as required for
actuation of such valve members as 114 and 144 of FIG.
2. Instead, the logic means 160 would directly control
the operation of the proportional solenoid 102¢ and
104c.

It should also be emphasized that the use of pulsating
type control valve means 172 provides benefits which
enable its use in even prior art structures in order to
significantly improve their operation. That is, because
of the pulsations created thereby in the pressure me-

dium being applied to the pressure responsive motor

means 102, 104, all inherent hysteresis 1s eliminated
therefrom because of the slight but yet significant vibra-
tory effect placed on such movable components of each
of the motor means 102 and 104. This becomes ex-
tremely important where the overall system must have
a very quick response time to even small increments of
required change. |

Although only one preferred embodiment and se-
lected modifications of the invention have been dis-
closed and described, it is apparent that other embodi-
ments and modifications of the invention are possible
within the scope of the appended claims.

I claim:

1. A carburetor for a combustion engine, comprising
carburetor body means, induction passage means
formed in said body means, variably positionable throt-
tle valve means for controlling the rate of motive fluid
through said induction passage means and into said
engine, fuel reservoir chamber means formed in said
body means, idle fuel metering system means communi-
cating generally between said fuel reservoir chamber
means and said induction passage means, main fuel me-
tering system means communicating generally between
said fuel reservoir chamber means and said induction
passage means, said idle fuel metering system means
comprising first modulating valve means carried by said
body means and effective to be variably positioned in
order to thereby controllably alter the rate of metered
idle fuel flow through said idle fuel metering system
means to said induction passage means, said main fuel
metering system means comprising second modulating
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valve means carried by said body means and effective to
be variably positioned in order to thereby controllably
alter the rate of metered main fuel flow through said
main fuel metering system means to said induction pas-
sage means, first electrically energizable motor means

carried by said body means and operatively connected
to said first modulating valve means, said first electri-
cally energizable motor means being effective to vari-

ably position said first modulating valve means in re-
sponse to the electrical energization experienced by said
first electrically energizable motor means, and second
clectrically energizable motor means carried by said
body means and operatively connected to said second
modulating valve means, said second electrically ener-
gizable motor means being effective to variably position
said second modulating valve means in response to the
electrical energization experienced by said second elec-
trically energizable motor means.

2. A carburetor according to claim 1 wherein said
first electrically energizable motor means comprises a
solenoid assembly, wherein said first modulating valve
means comprises a movable valve member, and wherein
said movable valve member is operatively connected to
said solenoid assembly.

3. A carburetor according to claim 1 wherein said
second electrically energizable motor means comprises
a solenoid assembly, wherein said second modulating
valve means comprises a movable valve member, and
wherein said movable valve member is operatively
connected to said solenoid assembly.

4. A carburetor according to claim 3 and further
comprising spring means operatively connected to said
movable valve member.

5. A carburetor according to claim 4 wherein said
spring means normally urges said movable valve mem-
ber in a direction which results in an increase in the rate
of metered main fuel through said main fuel metering
system means to said induction passage means.

©. A carburetor according to claim 1 wherein said
first electrically energizable motor means comprises a
first solenoid assembly, wherein said first modulating
valve means comprises a first movable valve member,
wherein said first movable valve member is operatively
connected to said first solenoid assembly, wherein said
second motor means comprises a second solenoid as-
sembly, wherein said second modulating valve means
comprises a second movable valve member, and
wherein said second movable valve member is opera-
tively connected to said second solenoid assembly.

7. A carburetor according to claim 1 wherein said
first modulating valve means comprises atmospheric air
bleed means, said air bleed means comprising air bleed
orifice means and movable valve means, wherein said
first motor means comprises a solenoid assembly,
wherein said movable valve means is operatively con-
nected to said solenoid assembly as to be moved thereby
and in accordance therewith, wherein said movable
valve means when moved by said solenoid assembly in
a first direction being effective to increase the effective
flow area of said air bleed orifice means, and said mov-
able valve means when moved in a second direction
opposite to said first direction being effective to de-
crease the effective flow area of said air bleed orifice
means.

8. A carburetor according to claim 7 wherein when
said movable valve means is moved in said first direc-
tion the rate of metered flow of idle fuel flow through
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said idle fuel metering system means to said induction
passage means 1s decreased.
9. A carburetor according to claim 7 wherein said air
bleed orifice means comprises first and second air bleed
orifices, and wherein said movable valve member coop-

erates with one of said first and second air bleed orifices
In varying the effective flow area thereof.
10. A carburetor according to claim ¢ wherein said

first and second air bleed orifices are in parallel circuit
relationships with respect to each other.

11. A carburetor according to claim 10 and further
comprising calibrated flow restriction means in fluid
circutt series relationship with said one of said first and
second air bleed orifices, and wherein said calibrated
flow restriction means is in parallel circuit relationship
with the other of said first and second air bleed orifices.

12. A carburetor according to claim 1 wherein said
second modulating valve means comprises orifice
means, and a valve member cooperating with said ori-
fice means to variably define therebetween an effective
fuel metering area.

13. A carburetor according to claim 1 wherein said
second modulating valve means comprises first orifice
means and a valve member cooperating with said first
orifice means to variably define therebetween an effec-
tive fuel metering area, wherein said main fuel metering
system means further comprises calibrated second ori-
fice means, and wherein said first and second orifice
means are in parallel fluid circuit relationship to each
other as to have each communicate with said fuel reser-
voir chamber means.

14. A carburetor according to claim 1 wherein said
second modulating valve means comprises first orifice
means and a valve member cooperating with said first
orifice means to variably define therebetween an effec-
tive fuel metering area, wherein said main fuel metering
system means further comprises calibrated second ori-
fice means, wherein said first and second orifice means
are in parallel fluid circuit relationship to each other,
wherein said main fuel metering system means further
comprises calibrated third orifice means, and wherein
said third orifice means is in series fluid circuit relation-
ship with said first orifice means and in parallel circuit
relationship with said second orifice means.

15. A carburetor according to claim 1 wherein said
second modulating valve means comprises orifice
means and a valve member cooperating with said orifice
means to variably define therebetween an effective fuel
metering area, wherein said second motor means com-
prises solenoid assembly means, wherein said valve
member is operatively connected to said solenoid as-
sembly means for movement therewith, and further
comprising first spring means operatively engaging said
valve member, and second spring means operatively
engaging said valve member, said second spring means
being effective to urge said valve member in a direction
resulting in a decrease in said effective fuel metering
area.

16. A carburetor for a combustion engine, comprising
carburetor body means, induction passage means
formed in said body means, variably nositionable throt-
tle valve means for controlling the rate of motive fluid
through said induction passage means and into said
engine, fuel reservoir chamber means formed in said
body means, idle fuel metering system means communi-
cating generally between said fuel reservoir chamber
means and said induction passage means, main fuel me-
tering system means communicating generally between
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said fuel reservoir chamber means-and said induction
passage means. for. supplying rates of metered :main fuel
flow throughout the entire range- of -required. rate’ of
metered main fuel flow, said main fuyel metering system
means comprising moduldtlng valve means carried by
said body means and.effective to be vanab]y positioned
in order. to thereby controllab]y alter.:the rate of me-
tered main fuel flow through. said :main. fuel metering
system means to said.induction :passage, means, and
electrically energlzable motor means .carried by -said
body means and operatively connected to said modulat-
ing valve means, said electrically energizable motor
means being continuously effective throughout said
entire range of required rates of metered main fuel flow
to continuously variably position said modulating valve
means in response:to the electrical energization experi-
enced by said electrically energizable motor means, said
modulating valve means comprising first orifice means
and a valve member cooperating with said first orifice
means to variably define therebetween an effective fuel
metering area, said main_fuel metering system means
further comprising calibrated second orifice. means, said
first and second orifice means being .in parallel fluid
circuilt relationship to each other, said main fuel meter-
ing. systermn means further comprising calibrated third
orifice means, and.said third orifice means being in
series fluid circuit. relationship with said first orifice
means and in parallel circuit I‘elatanShlp with said sec-
ond orifice means. e

17. A carburetor for a combustlon engme, comprlsm g
carburetor body means, induction. passage means
formed 1n said body means, variably positionable throt-
tle valve means for controlling the rate of motive fluid
through said induction. passage means and into said
engine, fuel reservoir chamber means formed in said
body means, main fuel metering system means commu-
nicating generally between said fuel reservoir chamber
means and said induction passage means for supplying
rates of metered main fuel flow throughout the entire
range of required rate of metered main fuel flow, said
main fuel metering system means comprising modulat-
ing valve means carried by said body means and effec-
tive to be variably positioned in order to thereby con-
trollably alter the rate of metered main fuel flow
through said main fuel metering system means to said
induction passage means, and electrically energizable
motor means carried by said body means and opera-
tively connected to said modulating valve means, said
electrically energizable motor means being continu-
ously effective throughout said entire range of required
rates of metered main fuel flow to continuously variably
position said modulating valve means in response to the
electrical energization experienced by said electrically
energizable motor means, said modulating valve means
comprising first orifice means and a valve member co-
operating with said first orifice means to variably define
therebetween an effective fuel metering area, said main
fuel metering system means further comprising cali-
brated second orifice means, said first and second orifice
means being in parallel fluid circuit relationship to each
other, said main fuel metering system means further
comprising calibrated third orifice means, and said third
orifice means being in series fluid circuit relationship
with said first orifice means and in parallel circuit rela-
tionship with said second orifice means.

18. A carburetor for a combustion engine, comprising
carburetor body means, induction passage means
formed in said body means, variably positionable throt-
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tle valve means.for controlling the rate of motive fluid
through said induction. passage means and into said.
engine, fuel reservoir chamber means formed in said -
body means, main fuel metermg system means commu-

nicating generally between said fuel reservoir chamber_

means and said mductlcm passage means, additional fuel
metermg system means communicating generally be-
tween said fuel reservoir chamber means and said in-
duction passage means, said main fuel metering system
means Comprising ﬁrst modulatmg valve means carried
by said body means and effective to be variably posi-
tioned in order to thereby controllably alter the rate of
metered main fuel flow through said main fuel metering
system means to said induction passage means, said
additional fuel metering system means comprising sec-

ond modulating valve means carried by said body

means and effective to be variably positioned in order to
thereby controllably alter the rate of metered additional
fuel flow through said additional fuel metering system
means to said induction passage means, first electrically

energizable motor means carried by said body means

and operatively connected to said first modulating
valve means, said first electrically energizable motor
means’ being effective to variably position said first
modulating valve means in response to the electrical
energization experienced by said first electrically ener-
gizable motor means, and second electrically energiz-
able motor means carried by said body means and oper-
atively connected to said second modulating valve
means, said second electrically energizable motor
means being effective to variably position said second
modulating valve means in response to the electrical
energization experienced by said ‘second electrically
energizable motor means. | |

19. A carburetor according to claim 18 whereln said
first electrically energizable motor means comprises a
solenoid assembly, wherein said first modulating valve
means comprises a movable valve member, and wherein

‘said movable valve member is operatively connected to

sald solenoid assembly.

20. A carburetor according to claim 18 wherein said
second electrically energizable motor means comprises
a solenoid assembly, wherein said second modulating
valve means comprises a movable valve member, and
wherein said movable valve member is operatively
connected to said solenoid assembly.

21. A carburetor according to claim 19 and further
comprising spring means operatively connected to said
movable valve member.

22. A carburetor according to claim 21 wherein said
spring means normally urges said movable valve mem-
ber in a direction which results in an increase in the rate
of metered main fuel through said main fuel metering
system means to said induction passage means.

23. A carburetor according to claim 18 wherein said
first fluid motor means comprises a first solenoid assem-
bly, wherein said first modulating valve means com-
prises a first movable valve member, wherein said first
movable valve member is operatively connected to said
first solenoid assembly, wherein said second motor
means comprises a second solenoid assembly, wherein
said second modulating valve means comprises a second
movable valve member, and wherein said second mov-
able valve member is operatively connected to said
second solenoid assembly.

24. A carburetor according to claim 18 wherein said
second modulating valve means comprises atmospheric
air bleed means, said air bleed means comprising air
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bieed orifice means and movable valve means, wherein
said second motor means comprises a solenoid assem-
bly, wherein said movable valve means is operatively
connected to said solenoid assembly as to be moved
thereby and in accordance therewith, wherein said
movable valve means when moved by said solenoid
assembly in a first direction being effective to increase
the effective flow area of said air bleed orifice means,
and said movable valve means when moved in a second
direction opposite to said first direction being effective
to decrease the effective flow area of said air bleed
orifice means.

25. A carburetor according to claim 24 wherein when
said movable valve means is moved in said first direc-
tion the rate of metered flow of said additional fuel flow
through said additional fuel metering system means to
said induction passage means is decreased.

26. A carburetor according to claim 24 wherein said
air bleed orifice means comprises first and second air
bleed orifices, and wherein said movable valve member
cooperates with one of said first and second air bleed
orifices in varying the effective flow area thereof.

- 27. A carburetor according to claim 26 wherein said
first and second air bleed orifices are in parallel circuit
relationships with respect to each other.

28. A carburetor according to claim 27 and further
comprising calibrated flow restriction means in fluid
circuit series relationship with said one of said first and
second air bleed orifices, and wherein said calibrated
flow restriction means 1s in parallel circuit relationship
with the other of said first and second air bleed orifices.

29. A carburetor according to claim 18 wherein said
first modulating valve means comprises orifice means,
and a valve member cooperating with said orifice means
to variably define therebetween an effective fuel meter-
Ing area. | |
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- 30. A carburétor according to claim ‘18 wherein said
first modulating valve means comprises ‘first orifice
means and a:valve member cooperating with said first
orifice means to variably define therebetween an effec-
tive fuel metering area, wherein said main fuel metering
system means further comprises calibrated second ori-
fice means, and wherein said first and second orifice
means are in parallel fluid circuit relationship to each

other as to have each communicate with said fuel reser-

voir chamber means.

31. A carburetor according to claim 18 wherein said
first modulating valve means comprises first orifice
means and a valve member cooperating with said first
orifice means to variably define therebetween an effec-
tive fuel metering area, wherein said main fuel metering
system means further comprises calibrated second ori-
fice means, wherein said first and second orifice means
are in parallel fluid circuit relationship to each other,
wheretn said main fuel metering system means further
comprises calibrated third orifice means, and wherein
said third orifice means is in series fluid circuit relation-
ship with said first orifice means and in parallel circuit
relationship with said second orifice means.

32. A carburetor according to claim 18 wherein said
first modulating valve means comprises orifice means
and a valve member cooperating with said orifice means
to variably define therebetween an effective fuel meter-
ing area, wherein said first motor means comprises sole-
noid assembly means, wherein said valve member is
operatively connected to said solenoid assembly means
for movement therewith, and further comprising first
spring means operatively engaging said valve member,
and second spring means operatively engaging said
valve member, said second spring means being effective
to urge said valve member in a direction resulting in a

decrease in said effective fuel metering area..
L x & x %



	Front Page
	Drawings
	Specification
	Claims

