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TELEPHONE ANSWERING DEVICE HAVIN
BALANCED INPUT -

This is a division of application Ser. No. 941,282, filed
Sept. 11, 1978, itself a division of Ser. No. 879,279, filed

Feb. 21, 1978,

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a telephone answer-
ing device having remote controlled message playback
capability.

2. Description of the Prior Art

Telephone answering devices have gained wide-
spread acceptance for both home and office use. With
such a device, no call goes unanswered, even when the
user is away from his home or office.

A particularly useful feature of some answering de-
vices is the ability of the user to have his messages
played out automatically by remote control. Typically,
when the user is away from his home or office and
desires to hear his messages, he will call his own tele-
phone number. When the devices answers the telephone
automatically, the user will transmit a beep tone via the
telephone which will cause the answering device to
switch into a remote playout mode. The tape containing
the recorded incoming messages is quickly rewound,
and then set to the forward direction to play back the
recorded messages via the telephone line. When all of
the messages have been played out, the device stop and
reverts back to the answering mode.

In the past, such remote playout capability has neces-
sitated complex mechanical and electronic arrange-
ments, thereby considerably increasing the cost of the
answering device. This increased cost often took the
device out of the price range of the ordinary household
user. A principal object of the present invention is to
provide a telephone answering device having remote
playout capability while using simple, inexpensive elec-
tronic and mechanical components.

Certain minimal functions must be achieved to ac-
complish remote playout. First, circuitry must be pro-
vided to detect the beep tone and to switch the device
from automatic answering mode to the remote playout

mode in response to such detection. An electromechani-
cal arrangement then must be provided first to rewind

the tape on which the incoming messages have been

recorded and then to drive the tape in the forward
direction as the messages are played out over the tele-
phone line to the user. A further mechanism must be
provided to terminate the remote playout operation and
to transfer the device back to the automatic answering
mode when remote playout has been completed. Op-
tionally, the device also may be configured to allow
rewinding of the message tape after the recorded mes-
sages have been played out so that the full supply of
tape is available to record subsequent incoming mes-
sages.

One approach of the prior art is typified by the appa-
ratus shown in U.S. Pat. No. 3,067,289 to Zimmermanan.
There, as the incoming messages are recorded an inte-
grating timer, mechanically coupled to the recorder,
provides an index of the total elapsed recording time.
When the tape is rewound in response to receipt of a
remote control signal, the integrating timer retains its
prior position. Then, as the recorded messages are
played out to the user a cam is mechanically advanced.
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When the message playout time equals the elapsed re-
cording time stored by the integrating timer, the cam
closes a microswitch to terminate the playout operation.

In the prior art system just described, a complex
mechanical arrangement is required to function as the
integrating timer. Other prior art devices utilize differ-
ent types of mechanical timers to control the playout
duration of the recorded messages. An alternative ap-
proach, not requiring an integrating timer, is to have the
user terminate the playout cycle after he has heard all of
the messages. This is accomplished by having the user
send a second beep control signal over the telephone
line. This is detected by the device and used to termi-
nate the playout operation. Another object of the pres-
ent invention is to provide an improved, low-cost tele-
phone answering device of this type in which the re-
mote playout operation is terminated upon receipt of a
second beep tone from the user.

Another factor which has added to the cost of prior
art telephone answering devices involves the circuitry
for mode switching. During the automatic answering
cycle, the device must be able to switch from the outgo-
ing announcement transmit mode to the incoming mes-
sage record mode. In prior art devices this has often
necessitated the use of one or more relays or indepen-
dent flip-flop circuits. A further object of the present
invention is to provide a unique mode control fliptiop
arrangement in which the audio amplifiers used to am-
plify outgoing and incoming speech also are used as
components of a mode control flip-flop, thereby elimi-

‘nating the need for a separate flip-flop circuit.

Prior art devices also have employed relays or sepa-
rate flip-flop circuits for motor drive control and for
switching between the automatic answering and the
remote playout modes. Another object of the present
invention is to provide simplified motor drive circuitry
which requires no relay or flip-flop but which facilitates
the alternative supply of power to the loop drive motor
or to the reel drive motor. Another object of the present
invention is to provide a remote playout control flip-
flop of unique circuitry employing only a single opera-
tional amplifier to perform a bistable switching func-
tion.

Another desirable feature of a telephone answering

device is to have it powered from the commercial ac

power line. This eliminates the cost and nuisance of
battery replacement. However, as a result of the capaci-
tive coupling in the ac power transformer, prior art ac
powered answering device have had the shortcoming of
presenting an unbalanced load to the telephone line,
That is, one input terminal of the device may have
presented a different capacitive impedance to ground to
the telephone line than did the other input terminal. A
further object of the present invention is to overcome
this objectionable unbalanced load situation and to pro-
vide an ac powered answering device which presents a
balanced load to the telephone line.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

These and other objectives are achieved by the inven-
tive telephone answering device in which multiple pur-
pose circuitry and simplified mechanisms are used to
accomplish mode switching and remote controlled
playout. A ring detector utilizes a balanced input trans-
former and appropriate circuitry that presents a bal-
anced load to the telephone line while permitting ac line
power to be used to operate the device.



4,227,053

3

Switching from the announcement transmit mode to
the incoming message record mode is accomplished
using a unique mode control flip-flop circuit that con-
sists of the outgoing and incoming audio amplifiers
interconnected to operate as a bistable circuit in addi-
tion to performing the audio amplification function.
This mode control flip-flop is coupled to a unique motor
drive circuit which alternatively provides power to the
loop drive motor or to the reel drive motor depending
on the state of the mode control flip-flop during the
answering cycle.

Remote playout is enabled in response to beep tone
detection by a unique control flip-flop circuit which
employs a single operational amplifier. Trigger steering
circuitry cooperates with the amplifier to place the
flip-flop in a first stable state, in which automatic an-
swering is enabled, when power first is applied to the
device in response to ring detection. Receipt of the first
beep tone causes the flip-flop to switch to a second
stable state in which remote playout is enabled. Subse-
quent detection of a second beep tone causes the same
flip-flop to revert back to the first stable state, returning
the device to the answering mode.

A cylindrical cam assembly is used to transfer the reel
drive motor from the forward to the rewind position at
the start of remote playout, and then to return the reel
drive motor to the forward position when rapid rewind
has been completed. The cam motor control circuitry is
actuated when the remote playout control flip-flop is
switched to its second stable state in response to receipt
of a beep tone. Thereafter, its cycling is automatic.
Circuitry interlocks are provided to ensure that the
remote playout mode can only be entered during outgo-
ing announcement transmission, and to ensure that the
remote playout is not terminated inadvertently by beep
detectton during the automatic rewind operation.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

A detailed description of the invention will made
with reference to the accompanying drawings, wherein
ltke numerals designate corresponding elements in' the
several figures.

F1G. 1 1s a top plan view of a telephone answering
device in accordance with the present invention.

FIG. 2 1s a pictorial view of a typical beep tone oscil-
lator used for remote actuation of the telephone answer-
ing device of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a side view of the incoming message tape
reel drive assembly, as viewed on the line 3—3 of FIG.
1.

F1(G. 4 1s a pictorial view of the cam assembly used to
tilt the incoming message tape reel drive motor from the
forward to the reverse positions. The mechanism is
shown “upside down”, that is, as it would be seen when
looking into the bottom of the telephone answering
device of FIG. 1. The reel drive motor is in the forward
postition.

FIG. § is a pictorial view like FIG. 4, but with the
cam assembly rotated to the position in which the reel
drive motor is tilted to the rewind position.

FIG. 6 is a partial side view of the cam mechanism of
FIG. 4, showing the alternative forward and rewind
positions of the reel drive motor.

FIG. 7 is an electrical schematic diagram of the
motor drive circuit and mode control flip-flop portions
of the telephone answering device of FIG. 1.

FI1G. 8 1s an electrical schematic diagram of the cam
motor control circuit, beep detector and remote playout
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4
control flip-flop circuits used in the telephone answer-
ing device of FIG. 1.
FIG. 9 1s an electrical schematic diagram of the ring
detector employed by the telephone answering device

of F1G. 1 and utilizing a balanced transformer for con-
nection to the telephone line.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

The following detailed description is of the best pres-
ently contemplated mode of carrying out the invention.
This description is not to be taken in a limiting sense, but
1s made merely for the purpose of illustrating the gen-
eral principles of the invention since the scope of the
invention best is defined by the appended claims.

The inventive telephone answering device 10 (FIG.
1) is connected to a telephone line, 11, 12 (FIGS. 7 and
9) via a balanced transformer 13, and functions automat-
ically to answer calls received from that line. When a
ring signal occurs, a ring detect circuit 14 (FIG. 9)
connects dc power from a supply 15 to the device 10.
The power supply 15 itself is connected to the ac power
line via a pair of terminals 164, 164.

When power is thus applied at the beginning of the
automatic answering cycle, a motor drive circuit 17
(FIG. 7) turns on a2 motor 18 which drives a tape loop 19
(FIG. 1). A prerecorded outgoing announcement, typi-
cally indicating that the call is being answered automati-
cally, is picked up from the tape loop 19 by a loop play-
back head 20 (FIGS. 1 and 7). The announcement is
amplified by an outgoing amplifier 21 (FIG. 7) and
transmitted to the telephone line via the balanced trans-
former 13.

Advantageously, the tape loop 19 includes an electri-
cally conductive strip 23. After transmission of the

‘complete outgoing announcement, the strip 23 electri-

cally shorts a pair of contacts 24, 25, (FIG. 7) that are
supported on a terminal post 26 (FIG. 1)., This causes a
mode control flip-flop 27 (FIG. 7) to change state,
thereby causing the motor drive circuit 17 to disable the
loop motor 18 and to energize a reel drive motor 28
which drives a magnetic tape 29 (FIG. 1) on which
messages incoming from the telephone line are re-
corded. The tape loop 19, which had been rotating
about a drive pulley 30 and support pulleys 312-31c,
now remains stationary for the rest of the answering
cycle.

As shown in FIGS. 1 and 3, the magnetic tape 29 is
wound from a supply reel 33 onto a take-up reel 4. As
the incoming message is received from the telephone
line via the balanced transformer 13, it is amplified by an
incoming amplifier 38 (FIG. 7) and recorded on the
tape 29 via a reel record/playback head 36 (FIGS. 1and
7). At the same time, any material previously recorded

on the tape is erased by a reel erase head 38 (FIGS. 1
and 8).

As seen in FIG. 3, the tape supply reel 33 is mounted
to rotate about a shaft 39 which extends vertically
above a horizontal chassis or mounting plate 40. A
friction plate 41 of felt or like material damps the free
rotation of the reel 33, so as to prevent the tape 29 from
spilling off the supply reel 33.

The take-up reel 34 is journal-mounted on a shaft 42
which extends vertically from the chassis 40. The reel
drive motor 28 is pivotally mounted in an opening 43
through the chassis 40. A drive shaft 28q4, 28b extends
from both ends of the motor 28. A spring 44 normally
biases the motor 28 to the tilted position shown in FIG.
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3 wherein the shaft 28z contacts the undersurface of the
take-up reel 34 so as to drive the tape 29 in the forward
direction.

The pivotal mounting of the motor 28 inciudes a strap
45 that surrounds the motor housing, midway between
the ends thereof. A pair of pivots 46 project laterally
from the strap 45 through mounting holes in a respec-
tive pair of brackets 47 (FIGS. 1 and 3). This arrange-
ment facilitates tilting of the drive motor 28 about a
horizontal axis that is perpendicular to the axis of the
motor drive shaft 28a, 28b.

An arm 48 extends from the strap 45 parallel to, and
in the same direction as the shaft 28a. This arm 48 1s
mechanically connected by a link 49 (FIG. 4) to a RE-
WIND button 50 (FIG. 1) on the device 10. To rewind
the tape 29 the REWIND button 50 is depressed. By
means of the link 49, this pivots the arm 48 downward
(as viewed in FIG. 3) so as to tilt the motor 28 about the
pivots 46 until a cylindrical member 51 at the end of the
shaft 285 contacts the underside of the supply reel 33.
This causes the supply reel to rotate in the rewind direc-
tion, at a rate which is greater than the rotation of the
reel 34 in the forward direction. As described below in
connection with FIGS. 4 through 6, the motor 28 also 1s
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tilted to the rewind orientation, without depression of 25

the REWIND button 50, in connection with the auto-
matic, remote controlled playback of recorded mes-
sages.

An indicator wheel 53 (FIGS. 1 and 3) having a num-
bered scale 54 on its upper surface gives a visual indica-
tion of the total number of incoming messages that have
been recorded since the tape 29 last was rewound.

A Geneva movement 55 advances the indicator
wheel 53 by one count position each time an incoming
message is recorded. To this end, as the reel 34 rotates
counterclockwise to take up the tape 29 as a message is
received, a gear 56, affixed to the underside of the reel
34, rotates in the same direction. This gear 56 drives a
pair of gears 57a, 576 mounted on a shaft 58. The gear
574 in turn drives another gear 59 mounted on a shaft
60. The dimensions of the gears 56, 57a, 57b and 39 are

selected so that the gear 59 will make one complete
revolution in the time available to record an incoming
message. A vertical pin element 55¢ of the Geneva
movement 35, mounted atop the gear 59, cooperates
with a set of notches 554 at the periphery of the indica-
tor wheel 53. Each time the gear 59 begins its single
revolution as an incoming message is recorded, the pin
55¢ will engage a notch 554 and quickly rotate the indi-
cator wheel 533 in a clockwise direction by one count
position. For the remainder of the message recording
time, as the gear 59 completes the single revolution, a
crescent-shaped element 55¢ will engage a recess 555 in
the indicator wheel 53 and prevent it from rotating
further. As a result, the next subsequent numeral on the

scale 54 will become visible beneath a window (not-
shown) in the cover of the device 10 and will remain

stationary until the next message 1s recorded.

Also affizxed to the top of the gear 59 is a raised bcss '

61 which engages the arm 62a of a “STOP” switch 62
(FIGS. 1, 3 and 9). The switch 62 normally is open, but
is closed when the boss 61 engages the arm 62a4. As
described below, such closure terminates the answering
cycle and causes dc power from the supply 15 to be
disconnected from the motors and circuitry of the de-
vice 10. With this arrangement, the time duration of the
incoming message record portion of the answering
cycle is established by the rotation rate of the take-up

30
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reel 34 and the gear ratios of the gears 36, 57a, 376 and
59.

Automatic Answering Operation

In the automatic answering mode, the telephone line
11, 12 is connected to the ring detector 14 via separate
primary windings 13a, 136 of the balanced transformer
13 (FIG. 7). When a ring signal is detected, a switch in
the form of a transistor 64 is closed so as to connect the
minus terminal 154 of the power supply 15 to circuit
ground. This turns on dc power to the various circuits
of the device 10, and thereby starts the answering cycle.

When power thus initially is applied, the mode con-
trol flip-flop 27 assumes a first stable state in which the
dc voltage level on a line 65 is low. As described below,
the flip-flop 27 is a unique circuit consisting of the out-
going audio amplifier 21 and the incoming audio ampli-
fier 35 interconnected in such a manner to operate as a
bistable device. In the initial stable state, with the line 63
low, the outgoing amplifier 21 is operative and the 1in-
coming amplifier 35 is disabled.

As answering begins, the motor drive circuit 17
supplies regulated dc power only to the loop motor 18.
The current path to the loop motor 18 1s from the posi-
tive terminal 156 of the power supply 15 via a voltage
regulator 66, a +V line 67 and a conducting transistor
68. At the beginning of the automatic answering cycle,
the control signal on the line 65 and another control
signal (described below in conjunction with the remote
playout operation) on a line 69 both are low. As a result,
both inputs fed to a transistor 70 via a pair of resistors
71. 72 are low, and the transistor 70 ts off. As a result, a
relatively high positive voltage ts supplied from the
junction of a pair of resistors 73, 74 in the collector
circuit of the transistor 70 to the base of a transistor 75.
The transistor 75 thus is off, and no current is supplied
to the reel motor 28. A low signal is supplied via a
resistor 76 to the base of the transistor 68, causing con-
duction of that transistor and turning on the loop motor
18. This drives the loop 19, and initiates transmission of
the outgoing announcement.

This announcement is picked up by the loop head 20,

~ which is shunted by a capacitor 77, and fed via a resistor
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78 and a capacitor 79 to the input line 80 of the outgoing
amplifier 21. The amplifier 21 includes three transistors
81, 82, 83 connected in cascade via a set of resistors
84-87. The amplifier 21 receives dc power from the
+V line 67 via a resistor 88.

The amplified announcement from the loop head 20 1s
supplied by the outgoing amplifier 21 to the telephone
line 11, 12 via a line 89, a capacitor 90, another amplifier
91 and a line 92 which leads to one terminal of a second-
ary winding 13¢ on the transformer 13. The other termu-
nal of the winding 13c¢ is connected to ground via a
capacitor 93. During transmission of the outgoing an-
nouncement, the reel head 36 also is connected to the

‘enabled outgoing amplifier 21 via a resistor 94 and the

capacitor 79. However, since the reel motor 28 is dis-
abled, the tape 29 is stationary and no audio 1s picked up
by the reel head 36.

When the ampllﬁer 21 is enabled, the cutgoing audio
on the line 89 is superimposed on a positive dc voltage

‘'which is approximately one-half of the value +V pres-

ent on the line 67. This dc level on the line 89 1s used to
disable the incoming amplifier 35. To this end, the line
89 is connected via a resistor 97, a diode 98 and a rests-
tor 99 to the inverting (—) input 100z of an operational
amplifier 100. The junction between the resistor 97 and
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the diode 98 is bypassed to ground via a capacitor 101.
When the outgoing amplifier 21 is on, the dc level sup-
plied from the line 89 to the inverting input 100a causes
the output of the amplifier 100, on a line 102, to be a low
dc level near ground potential. Thus audio amplifica-
tion by the amplifier 35 is inhibited. The flip-flop 27 thus
achieves a first stable state in which the dc level on the
line 89 is high, and the dc levels on the lines 65 and 102
are low. The three transistors 81-83 are connected to
simulate an operational amplifier having the same char-
acteristics as the amplifier 100, which itself may com-
prise one section of a type LM3900 integrated circuit
available commercially. The input line 80 comprises the
inverting input of the amplifier 21. Feedback 1s pro-
vided by a resistor 103.

A capacitor 104 1s used to ensure that the mode con-
trol flip-flop 27 will assume the first stable state, with
the cutgoing amplifier 21 enabled, when dc power first
1s applied at the beginning of the answering cycle. To
this end, the capacitor 104 is connected via a diode 105
and a resistor 106 to the amplifier input line 80. During
the quiescent period prior to ring detection, the capaci-
tor 104 1s discharged. Thus when dc power first i1s ap-
plied, the line 65 at the junction between the capacitor
104 and the diode 105 will be held low by the initially
discharged condition of the capacitor 104. A positive
voltage will be supplied via the line 67 and a resistor 107
to the non-inverting (4 ) input 1006 of the amplifier 100.
As a result, the amplifier output terminal 102 will try to
go positive and to supply a positive voltage via a diode
108, a line 109, a resistor 110 and the line 65 to the
capacitor 104. However, since the capacitor 104 ini-
tially is discharged, the voltage at the line 65 can rise
only slowly and initially will be low. Thus the inverting
input 80 of the amplifier 21 will be low, so that the
amplifier 21 will go on, and the dc level on the line 89
will go high. This will drive the incoming amplifier 35
off, causing the voltage on the line 102 to be low. Thus
the mode control flip flop 27 will assume the desired
first stable state.

During transmission of the outgoing announcement, a
capacitor 112 (FIG. 7) will be charged to the +V level
via a resistor 113. Advantageously, the capacitor 112
has a considerably greater capacitance (typically in the
order of ten-to-one) than the capacitor 104. At the end
of announcement transmission, when the conductive
strip 23 on the loop 19 (FIG. 1) shorts the contacts 24,
25 the positive charge on the capacitor 112 will be sup-
plied via the diode 105 and the resistor 106 to the invert-
ing input terminal 80 of the outgoing amplifier 21. This
positive voltage will turn off the outgoing amplifier 21.
As a result, the dc level on the line 89 will drop to near
ground, so that the incoming amplifier 35 no longer will
be mhibited.

The positive bias supplied via the resistor 107 to the
non-inverting input 1006 will cause the amplifier 100 to
go on. As a result, a positive dc level on the order of
+V/2 will be present on the line 102. This positive
voltage will be supplied via the diode 108, the resistor
110, the diode 10§ and the resistor 106 to the input
terminal 80 of the outgoing amplifier 21. As a result, the
outgoing amplifier 21 will be disabled. This establishes
the second stable state of the mode control flip-flop 27
in which the dc level on the line 89 is low and the dc

level on the line 65, supplied via the amplifier output
terminal 102, the diode 108 and the resistor 110, is high.

(This second stable state is used when recording a new
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announcement on the loop 19 using the enabled ampli-
fier 35 connected to the loop head 20 via a resistor 111.)

When the signal on the line 65 goes high, the motor
drive circuit 17 will turn off the loop motor 18 and turn
on the reel motor 28. This results since the high signal
on the line 6§ turns on the resistor 70, resulting in turn
on the transistor 758. Current is supplied from the line 67
via the transistor 75 to the reel motor 28. The resultant
high signal supplied via the resistor 76 cuts off the tran-
sistor 68 thereby disconnecting power from the loop
motor 18, A capacitor 114 suppresses inductive tran-
sients which may occur when the loop motor 18 goes
off. A similar transient suppression capacitor 115 shunts
the reel motor 28.

In the manner just described, shorting of the termi-
nals 24, 2§ causes the mode control flip-flop 27 to as-
sume its second stable state in which the outgoing am-
plifier 21 is disabled and the incoming amplifier 35 is
enabled. The resultant high control signal on the line 65
causes the motor drive circuit to turn off the loop motor
18 and to turn on the reel motor 28. The device 10 thus
is conditioned to record a message incoming from the
telephone line.

This incoming message is picked up by the trans-
former secondary winding 13¢ and supplied via the line
92 to the incoming amplifier 35. The audio passes
through a resistor 116, a pair of capacitors 117, 118 and
the resistor 99 to the input terminal 100a of the amplifier
100. The audio gain of the amplifier 100 is established by
a feedback resistor 119. The amplified incoming mes-
sage 1s supplied from the amplifier 100 to the reel re-
cord/playback head 36 via the line 102, the diode 108
and a resistor 120. Recording of the incoming message
is accomplished.

Advantageously, the incoming amplifier 35 is pro-
vided with an automatic level control circuit compris-
ing a pair of diodes 121, 122, a pair of capacitors 123,
124, a pair of resistors 125, 126 and a transistor 127. The
collector-to-emitter path of the transistor 127 is con-
nected between the junction of the amplifier input ca-
pacitors 117, 118 and ground. A portion of the audio
output from the amplifier 100 is rectified by the diodes
121, 122 and used to derive across the capacitor 124 a dc
control signal for the transistor 127. As the audio level
rises, this control signal causes increased conduction of
the transistor 127, thereby shunting a portion of the
input audio to ground, and effectively decreasing the
overall gain of the incoming amplifier 35. Level control
is achieved.

At the end of the incoming message record period,
the boss 61 (FIGS. 1 and 3) closes the switch 62. This
results in turn-off of the transistor 64 (FIG. 7), discon-
necting dc power from the device 10. The answerin;
cycle terminates.

Remote Playout Operation.

Incoming messages which have been recorded on the
tape 29 by the device 10 can be played out under remote
control. To accomplish this from a remote telephone,
the user dials his own number. The call will be an-
swered by the device 10 as described above. To initiaie
the remote playout operation, the user transmits a beej:
tone to the device 10 during transmission of the outgo-
ing announcement. This may be accomplished by usin;
a battery powered audio oscillator and acoustic trans-
ducer (e.g., a small loudspeaker) contained in a hand
held package 130 (FIG. 2). The package 130 is held

against the mouthpiece of the remote telephone handset
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131 and a pushbutton 132 is depressed to transmit the
beep tone.

As described below, receipt of this beep tone will
cause the device 10 to switch from the normal answer-
ing mode into the remote playout mode. The tape 29
first will be rewound and then driven in the forward
direction while the recorded incoming messages are
transmitted via the telephone line to the user. When the
user has head all of the messages, he depresses the push-
button 132 once again. This transmits another beep tone
to the device 10. Upon receipt of this second beep tone
the device 10 reverts back to the normal answering
mode, completes the answering cycle and shuts off in
preparation for receipt of the next incoming call.

The user can also accomplish remote controlled re-
winding of the tape 21 to its beginning position, and
thereby make available the entire source of tape for the
recording of additional incoming messages. This is done
in the following way. The user first accomplishes re-
mote playback of the recorded messages by sending a
first beep tone to the device 10 using the oscillator
package 130. When he has heard all of the messages, the
user sends the second beep tone. The device 10 reverts
back to the automatic automatic answering mode and
continues transmission of the outgoing announcement.
While the announcement is still playing, the user sends
a third beep tone from the package 130. Again the de-
vice 10 switches to the remote playout mode, rewinds
the tape 29 and begins playout of the recorded mes-
sages. When the user hears the start of the first message,
he depresses the pushbutton 132 for a fourth time. Re-
ceipt of the resultant beep tone causes the device 10
immediately to switch back to the automatic answering
mode. This now occurs with the tape 29 substantially
fully rewound. All of the tape is available to record
future incoming messages.

To accomplish this automatic playout operation, the
device 10 includes a beep detector 133 (FIG. 8) which
receives audio from the telephone line via a transformer
secondary 13c¢ and the line 92. Upon detection of the
beep tone, a control signal is supplied via a line 134 from
the beep detector 133 to a remote playout control flip-
flop 135. This switches the flip-flop 135 from a first
stable state in which automatic answering is enabled and
in which control signal on the line 69 is low to a second
stable state in which remote playout is enabled and in
which the signal on the line 69 is high.

In response to such switching of the control flip-flop
135, the motor drive circuit 17 turns off the loop motor
18 and turns on the reel motor 28. Also, a cam motor
control circuit 136 (FIG. 8) accomplishes mechanical
tilting of the reel motor 28 into the rewind position, so
as to rewind the tape 29. When rewinding is complete,
a switch 137 (FIGS. 1 and 8) is closed which causes the
cam motor control circuit 136 to return the reel drive
motor 28 back to the forward position. The tape 29 then
is driven in the forward direction, and recorded mes-
sages are picked up by the reel head 36, amplified by the
outgoing amplifier 21 and transmitted to the user via the
telephone line.

Receipt of the next beep tone causes the beep detec-
tor 133 to produce another control signal on the line
134. This returns the control flip-flop 135 to its initial
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state, terminating the remote playout, causing the motor 65

drive circuit 17 again to turn on the loop motor 18 and
to turn off the reel motor 28, and returning the device
10 to the answering mode.

10

To ensure that only the authorized user of the device
10 can obtain remote-controlled playout of the re-
corded messages, the beep detector 133 is responsive
only to a beep tone of a specific audio frequency. This
frequency is established by a mechanical filter 138
(FIG. 8) which only passes audio signals in a very nar-
row frequency range (typically about 3 Hz wide at the
selected beep tone frequency which typically may be
between 1 kHz and 3 kHz).

If a beep tone at the proper frequency is received, it
will be fed from the telephone line via the transformer
winding 13c¢, the line 92 and the filter 138 to an amplifier
139 having an input resistor 140, a feedback resistor 141
and a load resistor 142. The resultant audio output sig-
nal will be rectified by a diode 143 to produce a dc
control signal that is filtered by a pair of capacitors 144,
145 and a resistor 146. When the resultant dc signal
across capacitor 145 reaches a certain threshold level, it
causes a Schmitt trigger to produce high output on a
line 147a. The Schmitt trigger consists of an operational
amplifier 147, an input resistor 148 and another resistor
149 connected between the + V line 67 and the invert-
ing input of the amplifier 147. Normally, the current
provided via the resistor 149 causes the amplifier 147
output to be low. When a beep signal is detected, the
current supplied via the resistor 148 exceeds that sup-
plied via the resistor 149, thereby causing the amplifier
output line 147a to go to a relatively high dc potential
level. This signal on the line 1474 is supplied via a diode
150 to the line 134 where it is used to operate the remote
playout control flip-flip 135.

The flip-flop 135 itself is a unique circuit which em-
ploys only a single operational amplifier 152, typically
one section of a type LM3900 integrated circuit. The
output terminal 152a of the amplifier 152 is connected
directly to the control line 69 and via a resistor 153 back
to the inverting input terminal 152b. The amplifier out-
put terminal 152a also is connected to a first voltage
divider consisting of a pair of resistors 154 and 155. The
resistance value of the resistor 154 is selected to be
substantially lower than the value of the resistor 153.
For example, resistor 153 may be 820 kohm and the
resistor 154 may be 100 kohm. The junction between
the resistors 154 and 155 is connected to the non-invert-
ing input 152¢ of the amplifier 152.

When dc power first is applied to the device 10 at the
beginning of the answering cycle, the flip-flop 135 will
assume a first stable state in which the dc voltage level
at the output terminal 152a is quite low. This 1s accom-
plished in the following manner. Each of the input ter-
minals of the amplifier 152 has a non-zero threshold
level, typically on the order of 0.6 volts, so that no
current can flow into either input terminal until this
threshold is exceeded. At turn-on, the output terminal
152a starts to rise, and current is fed via the resistor 153
to the inverting input 152b6. The values of the resistors
154 and 155 are selected to divide the output voltage by
about 3-to-1, so that when the output potential reaches
the threshold level (typically 0.6 volts), the divided
voltage at the input 152¢ will be below the threshold of
that terminal. As a result, the amplifier 152 will stabilize
at a first state at which the potential at the terminal 152
and on the line 69 is on the order of 0.6 volts. This low
voltage is insufficient to turn on the transistor 70 in the

motor drive circuit 17, thereby ensuring that the reel
motor 28 will be off and the loop motor 18 will be on at
the beginning of the answering cycle.
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The flip-flop 1335 is provided with a second voltage

divider consisting of a pair of resistors 156 and 157
connected in series between the amplifier output termi-
nal 1524 and the line 102 from the mode control flip-flop
27. A steering capacitor 158 is connected from the junc-
tion of the resistors 156, 157 to ground. The values of
the resistors 156 and 157 are selected so that when the
flip-flop 135 is in 1ts first state, with the potential at the
terminal 152¢ low, the divided potential across the ca-
pacitor 158 will be substantially below the threshold
level of the input terminal 1525b.

A switching transistor 1589 is connected between the
input terminal 1526 and the capacitor 158. This transis-
tor 1539 normally is off, but is turned on by the signal on
the line 134 which occurs upon receipt of a beep tone.
To this end, the line 134 is connected via a capacitor 160
and a pair of resistors 161, 162 to the base of the transis-
tor 159. When the first beep tone is received, the signal
on the line 134 momentarily turns on the transistor 159.
This connects the inverting input terminal 1524 to the
capacitor 158, which is now charged to a low level
substantially below the threshold of that input terminal
1526. As a result, no current flows into the inverting
terminal 152b. The output terminal 1524 begins to rise in
potential, and soon reaches a level at which the divided
voltage supplied to the non-inverting input 152c¢ ex-
ceeds the threshold of that terminal. As a result, the
flip-flop 135 quickly assumes its second stable state in
which the output terminal 1524 is at a relatively high dc
potential. As described below, the resultant high signal
on the line 69 conditions the device 10 to operate in the
remote playout mode.

While the flip-flop 135 is in this second stable state,
the capacitor 158 is charged to a relatively high dc
potential. Thus when the next beep tone is detected, the
resultant signal on the line 134 again momentarily turns
on the transistor 159 so as to connect the capacitor 158
to the amplifier input terminal 1525. The high voltage
on the capacitor 158 now is fed to that inverting input
and causes the amplifier 152 to revert back to a low
output level. That is, the flip-flop 135 is switched back
to its first stable state. The resultant low signal on the
line 69 causes the device 10 to revert back to the an-
swering mode. Successive detected beep tones will
cause the flip-flop 13§ to toggle between the first and
second stable states. |

During remote playout of the recorded messages it is
necessary that the outgoing amplifier 21 (FIG. 7) be
operative. As discussed above, this condition exists
during transmission of the outgoing announcement
when the device 10 is operating in the answering mode.
Thus in the embodiment illustrated, it is necessary to
ensure that the device 10 is switched into the remote
playout mode only during the announcement transmit
portion of the answering cycle. This is accomplished by
connecting the line 102 from the mode control flip-flop
27 via the resistor 157 to the steering capacitor 158.
When the device 10 is operating in the incoming mes-
sage record mode, the line 102 will be at a high dc
potential. This will charge the capacitor 158 to a high
dc potential even though the flip-flop 135 is in its first
state with the output terminal 1522 at a low dc level. As
a result, if the first beep tone is detected during opera-
tion in the incoming record mode, when the transistor
159 15 momentarily switched on, the high potential
across the capacitor 158 will be supplied to the input
terminal 152b. As a result, the amplifier 152 will main-
tain 1ts low output level. That is, the flip-flop 135 will
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not switch states and the device will remain in the an-
swering mode and will not switch to remote playout
operation.

When remote playout is enabled in response to the
initial receipt of a beep tone, a high signal is produced
on the control line 69. As noted above, this causes the
motor drive circuit 17 to turn off the loop motor 18 and
to turn on the reel motor 28. The signal on the line 69
also causes the cam motor control circuit 136 to accom-
plish mechanical tilting of the reel motor 28 to the re-
wind position. To this end, the device 10 includes a
rewind mechanism 1658 shown in FIGS. 4, § and 6. The
mechanism 165 includes a cam 166 that is used to tilt the
motor 28 from its normal forward position to the re-
verse position. The cam 166 includes a spiral cam sur-
face 167 which projects from a planar disc 168. A cam
follower 169 extends from the arm 48 attached to the
motor strap 45, and engages the spiral cam surface 167.

In the position shown in FIG. 4, the cam follower 169
1s situated near the beginning 167a of the cam surface
167. In this orientation, the spring 44 biases the motor 28
into the forward position shown in FIG. 3. A boss 170
mounted on the disc 168 holds a switch 171 (FIGS. 4
and 8) open by spreading a contact arm 171a away from
the associated contact 1715. A second switch 172 in-
cludes an arm 172a which normally touches a first con-
tact 172b but 1s separated from a second contact 172c.

As described below, upon receipt of a first beep tone
the high signal on the line 69 causes a motor 174 (FIGS.
1, 4, § and 8) to be turned on. This motor 174 drives the
cam 166 (in a clockwise direction as viewed in FIGS. 4
and 5) by means of a set of gears 175, 1764, 176b and a
gear 177 at the periphery of the cam disc 168.

As the cam 166 rotates about a shaft 178 affixed to the
chassis 40, the cam follower 169 rides up the cam sur-
face 167 until it reaches the position shown in FIG. §.
This causes the motor 28 to pivot into the rewind orien-
tation, as shown in solid lines in FIG. 6. In this position,
the cam follower 169 is atop the high end 1675 of the
spiral cam surface 167. Also in this position, the boss 170
will transfer the arm 172a of the switch 172 into contact
with the terminal 172c. A second boss 179 will cause the
switch 171 to open. When this occurs, power will be
disconnected from the motor 174 so that the cam 166
will remain in the position shown in FIG. 5. Since the
reel drive motor 28 is enabled, the tape 29 rapidly will
be rewound. | |

When rewinding is completed, all of the tape 29 will
be wound on the supply reel 33. When this occurs, an
arm 53a affixed to the indicator wheel 53 will press
against the feeler arm 137ag (FIG. 1) of the switch 137
and cause that switch to close. As a result, the cam

motor 174 once again will be energized. The motor 174
will rotate the cam 166 further in the clockwise direc-

tion until the cam follower 169 “falls off” the end 1676
of the cam surface 167. The spring 44 will cause the
motor 28 to pivot back to the forward orientation illus-
trated in FIGS. 3 and 4. The boss 170 again will open
the switch 171 so as to stop the motor 174 and maintain
the mechanism 165 in the position shown in FIG. 4 with
the reel drive motor 28 in the forward position.

The tape 29 now is driven forward and the recorded
Incoming messages are played out to the telephone line.
During such playout, the audio is picked up by the reel
head 36 (FIGS. 1 and 7), amplified by the outgoing
amplifier 21, and supplied to the telephone line via the
transformer 13.
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The circuit 136 for controlling the cam motor 174 is
shown in FIG. 8. There the switches 137, 171 and 172
are shown in the positions for normal answering opera-
tion, with the mechanism 165 in the orientation shown
in FIG. 4. Upon detection of the first beep tone, when
the control flip-flop 135 switches to the state in which
the signal on the line 69 is high, a cam motor start pulse
is obtained by differentiating the signal on the line 69
using a capacitor 180 and a resistor 181. The resultant
trigger pulse is supplied via a diode 182 and a voltage
divider formed by a pair of resistors 183, 184 to the gate
of a silicon controlled rectifier (SCR) 185. This turns on
the SCR 185 and connects unregulated dc power to the
cam motor 174 via the path from the positive terminal
156 of the power supply 15 (FIG. 7) and a line 186
through the cam motor 174 and the SCR 185 to ground.
A resistor 187 connected across the motor 174 insures
continued current flow through the SCR 1835 even 1n
the event of momentary open circuits through the
brushes of the motor 174.

The cam motor 174 now starts to drive the cam 166
from the position shown in FIG. 4 to the position shown
in FIG. §. As soon as the cam rotation begins, the boss
170 moves away from the switch arm 171a so that the
switch 171 is closed. This results in a short circuit across
the SCR 185 (FIG. 2) so that the SCR turns off. How-
ever, the motor 174 continues to turn, since its current
supply path now is completed via the closed switch 171.

When the cam mechanism 165 reaches the position
shown in FIG. 5§, the boss 179 opens the switch 171.
This disconnects power from the motor 174 and causes
the mechanism 165 to remain in the orientation shown
in FIG. § with the reel drive motor 28 in the rewind
position. The boss 170 transfers the switch arm 172a
into contact with the terminal 172¢ so that a line 188 1s
connected to ground. This has two results. First, it
disables the voltage regulator 66 so that the full dc
voltage from the power supply 13 is supplied to the reel
motor 28. As a result, the motor 28 runs at maximum
speed and rewind i1s accomplished in the least time.
Secondly, grounding of the line 188 ensures that the
device 10 will not respond to a beep tone, and switch
back to the answering mode, while the tape 29 is being
rewound. Were this to occur, the motor drive circuit 17
would disconnect power from the reel motor 28 and the
inertia of the reel 33 may cause spillage of the tape 29.
Also, the reel drive motor 28 would remain 1n the re-
wind position, so that when the incoming message re-
cord portion of the answering cycle was reached, the
tape 29 would be driven backward instead of forward.

To disable the beep detector during automatic re-
wind, a diode 189 (FIG. 8) is connected between the
diode 143 and the line 188. Thus when the switch 172
contacts the terminal 172¢, the output of the diode 143
effectively is shorted to ground via the diode 189. Thus
- 1f a beep tone should occur during rewind, the dc level
across the capacitor 144 will remain at ground potential
so that the Schmitt trigger circuit will not be actuated.
No control signal will occur on the line 134 and the
control flip-flop 135 will remain in the remote playout
enable state.

When rewind is complete, switch 137 will close. As
seen in FIG. 8, this will again trigger on the SCR 1835.
The trigger pulse is obtained via the closed switch 137,
a pair of resistors 190, 191 and a pair of capacitors 192,
193. Note that when the switch 137 first is closed at the
end of rewind, the switch arm 172a 1s still in contact
with the terminal 172¢ so that the capacitor 192 is not
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shorted. Triggering of the SCR 185 causes the cam
motor 174 to go on, again rotating the cam 166 in the
clockwise position as seen in FIG. 5. As soon as the boss
179 moves away from the switch arm 1714, the switch
171 closes so as to provide power directly to the motor
184 and to turn off the SCR 185. The cam 166 continues
to rotate until the follower 169 drops off the end of the
cam surface 167 returning the reel drive motor 28 to the
forward position. When the mechanism 163 reaches the
position shown in FIG. 4, the switch 171 again is
opened to turn off the motor 174, thereby leaving the
reel drive motor in the forward position. The switch
arm 172a returns into contact with the terminal 17254 so
that the voltage regulator 66 and the beep detector 133
no longer are disabled. Regulated power is supplied to
the motor 28 and the device 10 can react to occurrence
of the next beep tone. When that tone is received, the
control flip-flop 135 will revert to its first stable state so
that the device 10 will terminate remote playout and
return to the normal answering operation.

During the remote controlled playout of the re-
corded messages, it is necessary to disable the reel erase
head 38. Circuitry to accomplish this 1s shown in FIG.
8.

Drive current to the reel erase head 38 is supplied via
a transistor 195, The base of the transistor 195 is con-
nected to the junction of a pair of resistors 196, 197
connected in series from the +V line 67 to the control
line 69. During operation in the answering mode the
line 69 is low so that the transistor 195 1s on. Positive
voltage is supplied via the transistor 195, a line 198 and
a resistor 199 to the erase head 38. When the flip-flop
135 switches to the remote playout mode the line 69
goes low. As a result, the transistor 195 goes off, discon-
necting power from the erase head 38.

Ring Detector With Balanced Telephone Line Input

It is desirable that a telephone answering device pres-
ent a balanced load to the telephone line. That is, the
capacitance between each input terminal 11, 12 and
ground should be equal so that the longitudinal line
balance is not effected regardless of the polarity with
which the telephone line pair is connected to the input
terminals 11, 12. Such longitudinal line balance readily
is achieved in a battery powered answering device,
since such a device is totally isolated from common
ground. However, if a commercial ac power line s used
to power the device, some capacitance normally 1s pres-
ent across the ac power transformer. As a result, using
unbalanced ring detector circuits, one telephone line
input terminal typically would present a different ca-
pacitance to ground then would the other input termi-
nal. Longitudinal line balance could not be achieved.

In accordance with the present invention, this prob-
lem is overcome by using a balanced input transformer
13 which presents a condition of symmetry to the tele-
phone line. The ring detector 14 (FIG. 9) thus presents
the same value of impedance to ground at each of the
telephone line input terminals 11, 12.

In the ring detector 14, each input terminal 11, 12 is
connected via a respective current limiting resistor 201,
202 and a respective balanced transformer input wind-
ing 13a, 135 to a first pair of nodes 203a, 2035 of a recti-
fier bridge 203. The other two bridge nodes 203¢, 203d
are effectively shorted together in response to ring
detection when an SCR 204 begins conduction and
turns on the transistor 64. This establishes a current path

from the node 203¢ via a line 205, the SCR 204, a line
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206, the base-to-emitter path of the transistor 64 and a
line 207 to the node 203d. As a result, the primary wind-
ings 13a, 13b are effectively connected together in series
across the telephone line when the transistor switch 64
is closed. This creates an effective “off-hook’ condition
and seizes the telephone line. More important, a bal-
anced load is presented to the telephone line with each
terminal 11, 12 presenting an equal impedance to
ground. The secondary winding 13c advantageously 1s
equally coupled to the primary windings 134, 135 and
serves to couple audio to and from the telephone line
without altering the balance condition.

Ring detection is accomplished by using a pair of
diodes 208, 209 to rectify the ac ring signal which is
coupled to the telephone line via a capacitor 210. The
diodes 208, 209 are connected in a voltage doubler
circuit in which a capacitor 211 is charged on one-half
the ac ring cycle via the diode 208 and an adjustable
resistor 212. The setting of the resistor 212 establishes a
ring delay so that the device will not answer an incom-
ing call until one or more ring signals have occurred.
Another capacitor 213 is charged via the diode 209 and
a resistor 214. Turn-on of the transistor 64 occurs when
the charge on the capacitor 213 reaches a sufficient
level to fire a neon bulb 215. When this occurs, the
capacitor 213 discharges via a pair of resistors 216, 217
and produces across a capacitor 218 a trigger pulse that
is supplied to the gate of the SCR 204. When the SCR
204 goes on, a positive voltage is supplied from the
bridge 203 to the base of the transistor 64 across a resis-
tor 219. As a result, the transistor 64 goes on. This con-
nects the power supply 15 to ground and completes the
effective short circuit across the bridge nodes 203c,
203d so as to seize the telephone line.

It is possible that during the answering cycle the dc
bias on the telephone line 12 may be interrupted, caus-
ing premature turn-off of the SCR 204. To prevent this,
the supply positive terminal 155 is connected via the
line 186, a resistor 220 and a diode 221 to the line 205.
The value of the resistor 220 is selected to provide
sufficient current to hold the SCR 204 in the conducting
state should bias on the telephone line be interrupted.
The diode 221 prevents the telephone line from being
loaded by the resistor 220 and the power supply 15
during the standby period.

When the SCR 204 is conducting there will be a
potential difference between the line 205 and the +V
line 67. As a result, a capacitor 222 will be charged via
the transistor 195, the line 198 and a resistor 223. The
polarity at the capacitor terminal 222q will be positive
with respect to line 205. At the end of the answering
cycle, when the stop switch 62 (FIGS. 1, 3 and 9) 1s
closed, the capacitor 222 will be connected across the
SCR 204. The capacitor 222 will discharge through the
SCR 204 with a polarity causing that SCR to turn off.
This causes the transistor switch 64 to open disconnect-
ing power from the device 10, and removing the load
from the telephone line. These actions accomplish ter-
mination of the answering cycle.

Note that during the remote playout of recorded
incoming messages, the gear §9 may make several revo-
lutions, one for each recorded message that is played
out. Thus during the remote playout, the STOP switch
62 will close a like plurality of times. The ring detector
14 must be conditioned to prevent turn-off of the device
10 when this occurs during remote playout.

This is accomplished with the circuit shown in F1GS.
8 and 9, since the turn-off capacitor 222 is charged via
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the transistor 195. When the control flip-flop 135 goes
to the remote playout state, the low signal on the line 69
turns off the transistor 195. This disconnects the capaci-
tor 222 from the 4V line 67, thereby preventing subse-
quent charging of the capacitor 222 during the remote
playout operation. Any charge previously stored by the
capacitor 222 will quickly discharge via the path includ-
ing the resistor 223, the line 198, the resistor 199 and the
erase head 38. With the capacitor 222 discharged, clo-
sure of the STOP switch 62 during such remote playout
will not result in turn-off of the SCR 204.

Another alternative method of obtaining a balanced
input is to utilize a ring detector circuit such as that
shown in the inventor’s U.S. Pat. No. 3,909,538 entitled
CONTROL CIRCUIT FOR TELEPHONE AN-
SWERING DEVICE WITH END TO TAPE DE-
TECTION MEANS. A balanced input will be
achieved using the circuit shown in FIG. 3 of that pa-
tent if the inductor 14 shown therein is replaced by the
secondary winding of a 1:1 audio transformer. The
primary of such transformer then is inserted in the line
30 of that FIG. 3 circuit, between the junction of the
resistor 36 and the cathode of the SCR 38. A similar
substitution may be made in the ring detector circuit
shown in FIG. 3 of the inventor’s U.S. Pat. No.
3,909,537 entitled TELEPHONE ANSWERING AP-
PARATUS. In that circuit, the inductor 81 would be
replaced by the secondary of a 1:1 transformer, with the
primary inserted in the line 91 between the bridge 90
and the capacitor 103. Using such a transformer ar-
rangement, the telephone answering devices of those
patents may be powered from the ac power line, and
will present a balanced input condition to the telephone
line.

I claim:

1. In a telephone answering device of the type having
a power supply which receives power from an ac
power line, the improvement wherein said device 1s
connected to said telephone line via a balanced trans-
former so that said device provides an equal impedance
to ground to each side of said telephone line,

said balanced transformer having first and second like
windings, one terminal of said first winding being
connected via a dc path to one side of said tele-
phone line, one terminal of said second winding
being connected via a dc path to the other side of
said telephone line,

a solid state switch connected between the other
terminals of said first and second windings so as to
provide a dc path therebetween when said switch
1s turned on,

ring detection circuitry for turning on said solid state
switch in response to occurrence of a ring signal,
thereby establishing a dc current path from said
one side of said telephone line via said first wind-
ing, said solid state switch and said second winding
to the other side of said telephone line, said first

and second windings when so connected together
acting as the telephone line load to establish an

“off-hook”™ condition,

the capacitance to ground from said telephone line
one side via said first winding being substantially
the same, when said solid state switch is open, as
the capacitance to ground from said telephone line
other side via said second winding, said first and
second windings also providing like capacttance to
ground and hence providing a balanced input to
said telephone line when said switch circuit is on.
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2. A telephone answering device according to claim 1
wherein said balanced transformer has a separate wind-
ing, symmetrically coupled to both said first and second
windings, via which audio connection is made between
the audio circuitry of said device and said telephone
line.

3. A telephone answering device according to claim 1
further comprising:

a rectifier bridge having two opposite nodes con-
nected to respective sides of the telephone line and
the remaining two nodes connected to said one
terminals of said first and second respective like
windings of said balanced transformer, audio con-
nection to the audio circuitry of said device being
made via one of said two remaining nodes.

4. A telephone answering device according to claim 1
wherein said solid state switch comprises a controlled
rectifier and wherein said ring detection circuitry com-
prises trigger circuitry for triggering said controlled
rectified into conduction in response to a ring signal, the
anode and cathode of said controlled rectifier being
connected in circuit with said telephone line via respec-
tive windings of said balanced transformer.

5. In a telephone answering device, the improvement
for providing a balanced load to the telephone line,
comprising:

a transformer having first and second like windings,
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a solid state switch connecting one terminal of said
first winding to one terminal of said second wind-
ing, said switch being turned on in response to ring
detection,

the other terminal of each of said first and second
windings being connected in dc circuit to a respec-
tive opposite side of said telephone line, so that
when said switch is off, each transformer winding
presents a like impedance to ground to each respec-
tive side of said telephone line, and when said
switch is on, said first and second windings are in
dc circuit across said telephone line so as to pro-
vide a load for seizure thereof while still providing
a balanced impedance to ground.

6. The improvement of claim 5 wherein said one
terminals of said first and second windings are con-
nected to said switch via a rectifier bridge.

7. The improvement of claim 6 wherein said trans-
former has a third winding that is equally coupled to
said first and second windings, audio being coupled
between said telephone line and said answering device
via said third winding.

8. The improvement of claim 5 wherein said other
terminals of each of said first and second windings are
connected to said opposite sides of said telephone line

via a rectifier bridge.
* X ¥ * *
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