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1
LASER FUSION OPTICAL SYSTEM

This is a division of application Ser. No. 695,370, filed
June 14, 1976, now abandoned.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This invention has to do with optical systems and
more particularly to a laser optical focusing device.

In order to generate thermonuclear power by laser
fusion, it is necessary to illuminate the fuel pellet, which
is generally spherical and must be uniformly imploded
to achieve the conditions necessary to ignite a fusion
reaction. Thus, it is desirable to focus the laser beam
substantially uniformly over the entire spherical surface
of the fuel pellet and, in addition, it has been found
desirable that the illumination be orthogonal to the fuel
pellet surface to avoid refraction losses.

Further, it has been found to be desirable to divide
the laser beam into a plurality of beams and to direct
each beam toward the fuel pellet from a different angle.
It has been known to use as many as nine beams, but
such a system is fraught with difficulties due to the
complexity and cost thereof.

In order to overcome the aforesaid problems, it has
been proposed to employ an ellipsoidal mirror illumina-
tion system. Such a system is described by C. E.
Thomas in an article entitled, “Laser Fusion Target
Illumination System” appearing in the June 1975 issue
of “Applied Optics”, Vol. 14, No. 6. In the Thomas
system two ellipsoidal mirrors are mounted in opposed
relationship with the fuel pellet being placed therebe-
tween. The second focus of each ellipsoid is designed to
coincide with the wall of the opposing mirror so that a
laser beam enters through a medial hole in each ellip-
soid and reflects off the opposite ellipsoid onto the fuel
pellet. While this system has been reasonably successful,
the present invention is directed to improvements there-
over, which will become apparent as the description
proceeds.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In order to accomplish the desired results, this inven-
tion provides a new and improved laser optical syatem
characterized by mirror means for forming a mirror
cavity, a laser target disposed in the cavity, and means
for directing one or more laser beams into said cavity.
In addition, means are provided for reflecting each of
the laser beams off the walls of the cavity a plurality of
times and thence focusing it on the laser target. Accord-
ing to one aspect of the invention, each of the laser
beams is reflected off the walls of the cavity twice, and
thence focused on the laser target. In one form of my
invention, there is provided a laser fusion optical system
including, in combination, a pair of substantially identi-
cal ellipsoidal-shaped mirrors having the same radius
and the same surface figure. These mirrors are disposed
in opposed relationship to form a mirror cavity therebe-
tween, and a laser target is centrally disposed in the
cavity. Each of the mirrors has a medially disposed
opening for receiving a focused laser beamn. The mirrors
are so arranged that each of the beams enters the mirror
cavity and reflects off one mirror, which focuses the
light at a point located between the target and said one
mirror, from which it diverges and fills the other mir-
ror, and the other mirror focuses it at the laser target.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

The FIGURE is an optical diagram of a laser focus-
ing device, constructed in accordance with the con-
cepts of this invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

As illustrated in the drawing, there is provided a laser
focusing device, which comprises two identical eliipsoi-
dal mirrors 10 and 12 mounted in opposed, spaced rela-
tionship to form a mirror cavity indicated at 14. These
two mirrors are identical and have the same radius and
surface figure. A focused laser beam, indicated at 16,
enters the cavity 14 through a small medially disposed
opening at A and reflects off the first mirror 12, at B for
the rays shown. This mirror focuses the light at C, from
which it diverges and fills the second mirror 10, as
indicated at D. It is noted that the point C 1s iocated
between the laser target E and said first mirror 12, The
second mirror focuses the light on the laser target or
pellet at E. By selecting the proper mirror separation,
the final focus at E will be midway between the two
mirrors, so that an identical input beam, indicated at 18
can enter the system at A’ and also focus at E. That is,
the focused beam 18 enters the cavity 14 through the
opening A’ and reflects off mirror 10, at B', for the rays
shown. This mirror focuses the light at C’, from which
it diverges and fills the mirror 12 at D’. Then the mirror
12 focuses the light on the laser target E. Proper as-
phericity on the mirrors, the same for both mirrors,
ensures good image quality.

It should be particularly appreciated that, by means
of this double reflection, or double-bounce arrange-
ment, extra convergence angle amplification at the
focus E is obtained, as compared to a single reflection or
single-bounce cavity, such as the one described in the
aforementioned Thomas article. The device, according
to this invention, provides a very high speed focused
light beam for experiments such as, for example, laser
fusion experiments, without the need for an ultra-fast
focused input beam. This is effected by means of the
two reflections within the mirror cavity, as compared to
the one reflection system employed by Thomas, which
relaxes the input beam speed requirement by a substan-
tial amount. As a result, the input beam focusing optics
are simplified. Further, I have found that the surface
asphericity required is substantially less with a double
reflection cavity than with a single reflection cavity.

In certain installations it may be desirable to employ
a system having three or more reflections in the cavity,
but such systems have only a small advantage over the
two reflection cavity system, described hereinbefore.

There has thus been described a new and improved
laser focusing device, which provides a means for
achieving a very high speed focused light beam by
means of reflective optics. This is effected wilh only
two optical surfaces, with a very small obscuration, and
employs surface figure shapes that are relatively easy to
fabricate. Although a specific embodiment has been
llustrated and described, it will be obvious to those
skilled in the art that various modifications may be
made without departing from the spirit of the invention,
which is intended to be limited solely by the appended
claims.

What is claimed is:
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1. A laser optical system comprising, in combination,
a patr of concave mirrors having substantially the same

radius and the same surface figure,

said mirrors being disposed in opposed relationship to
form a mirror cavily therebetween,

a Iaser target centrally disposed in said cavity,

means for directing a laser beam into said mirror
cavity,

said mirrors being spaced apart one with respect to
the other and contoured so that said beam enters
the mirror cavity and reflects off one mirror, which
focuses the hight at a point located in said cavity,
from which it diverges and fills the other mirror,
and the other mirror focuses it at said target to
thereby heat said target.

2. A laser optical system comprising, in combination,
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a pair of substantially identical ellipsoidal shaped
Mirrors,
said mirrors being disposed in opposed relationship to
form a mirror cavity therebetween,
a laser target centrally disposed in said cavity,
each mirror having a small medially disposed opening
for receiving a focused laser beam,
said marrors bemng spaced apart one with respect to
the other and contoured so that each of said beams
enters the mirror cavity and reflects off one mirror,
which focuses the light at a point located between
said target and said one mirror, from which it di-
verges and fills the other mirror, and the other
murror focuses it at said target to thereby heat said
target.
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