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[57] ABSTRACT

A ball joint comprises a circular cylindrical housing
with at least one opening, a bearing member contained
in the housing, a ball stud with its ball head pivotally
supported by the bearing member, and a closing plate
press-fitted in the opening so as to close the opening and
to generate the contact pressure between the bearing
member and the ball head. | |

9 Claims, 15 Drawing Figures
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| 1
BALL JOINT

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

4,163,617

This invention relates to reducing steps of workirlg _5

component parts and of assembling them in manufactur-
ing ball joints. It relates also to an improved ball joint in
which the open marginal edge of a housing need not be
turned or rolled toward a closing plate put inside the

marginal edge, and the preload applied to the ball head

of a ball stud can be adjusted properly

A conventional ball joint comprises a housing havmg
a circular cylindrical internal surface, a ball stud with its
ball head contained in the housing, a synthetic resin or
sintered alloy bearing member supporting the ball head
in the housing. A closmg plate is put inside the open end

of the housing and is fastened by folding the marginal

open edge of the housing towards the closing plate by
means of rolling and the like. The closing plate thus
fastened presses the bearing member to its enclosed
assembled position directly or through a suitable resil-
ient member such as a piece rubber or:a spring. The
marginal open edge of the housing must be machined
precisely into a thin form which is designed for-the
more reliable fastening of the closing plate and for the
proper value of the preload. Furthermore, in order to
give the ball head the proper preload it is necessary to
provide a shoulder portion to receive the closing plate
on the internal surface of the open end portion of the
housing, or to fasten the closing plate under a pressure
to press it against the bearing member. Namcly, the
working and assembling of the housing requires not
only many steps but also precision of high degree, and
complicated _machme_ry improved for excluswe use are

necessary. |
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

~ An obJect of the present mventlon is to prowde a ball
joint in which the open end of a housmg having a ball
head and a bearing member contained in itself can be
closed completely by a sunple process such as simply to
press-fit a closing plate in the open end of the housing.
Another object of the present invention is to prowde
-a durable ball joint whose closing plate can be main-
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FIGS. 5 and 6 are sectional views of closing plates of
forms different from that of FIG. 4; |

FIG. 7 is a longitudinal sectional view of 2 housmg
having a shallow annular groove to receive the closing
plate on the internal surface near the open end of the
housing;

FIG. 8 is a longitudinal sectional view  of another ball
joint having been assembled completely;

FIG. 9 is a longitudinal sectional view of still another
ball joint having been assembled completely;

- FIG. 101s a perspective view of the closing plate used
in the ball jomt shown in FIG. 9;

- FIG. 11 is a longitudinal sectional view of a stlll an-

other ball _]omt assembled completely,

FIG. 12 1s a sectional view of a closmg plate as an
alternative to the closing plate used in the ball joint
shown in FIG. 11;

FIG.13isa sectlonal view of the closing plate used in

the ball _]omt shown in FIG. 11;
~ FIG. 14 is a longitudinal sectlonal view showing the

- component parts dlsmounted from the ball jOlIlt shown
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tained reliably in its closing position throughout the

usage of the ball joint despite the force exerted by a

moving ball joint on the closing plate and despite the

simple press-fit mounting as described .above of the
closing plate.

Still another ob_lect of the present mventlon is to
provide a ball joint in which the open end of a housing
can be closed reliably by a closing plate despite some
possible variations in the internal diameter of the open
end of the housing and the diameter of the closing plate,

and therefore whose production is very easy because
the component parts can be: produced without any thh
degree of precision. | . |

In the drawings:

FIG. 1 is a longitudinal sectional view of a ball _]omt
having been assembled completely, IR

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of a closing plate havmg
several half-way slots at its slanting side; -~

FIG.31sa perSpectwe view of a closing plate used in
the ball joint shown in FIG. 1; o L

FIG.41s a sectlonal view of the closmg plate shown
in FIG. 3; | o
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in FIG. 11; and

FIG. 15 is a longltudmal sectional view, showmg an
intermediate stage where the component parts of FIG.
14 is assembled into a complete ball joint.

Referring to FIGS. 1, 3 and 4, a ball stud 10 has a ball
head 11. A housing 12 1s cold-forged into a form almost
the same as the one shown in the figure in order to
dispense with after-processing. This housing has an
external surface 13 and an internal surface 14 which are
substantially of circular cylindrical form as a whole.
Through one end wall of the housing 12, a small aper-
ture 15 is bored through which the shank 16 of the ball
stud.10 can extend, and the other open end of the hous-
ing 12 serves as a large housing opening 17. A ball seat
18, made of synthetic resin such as polyethylene as a
bearing member, has a segmentally spherical ball re-
ceiving internal surface 19 conformable with the ball
head 11, and several half-way bearing slots 20 extending
from an insertion hole 21 for the ball head 11 at one end
of the ball seat 18 towards the other end 22 of the ball
seat 18. The ball seat 18 has an external surface 23 with
a diameter slightly larger than that of the internal sur-
face 14 of the housing 12 and apprommately conform-
able with the internal surface 14.

A dtsh-shaped closing plate 24 made of rolled steel or
sPrmg steel is shown perspectively in FIG. 3 and sec-
tionally in FIG. 4. The closing plate 24 has an outer
edge 25 with a diameter larger than that of the internal
surface 14 near the housing opening 17, a slanting sur-

face 26 extending from the outer edge 25 inwardly

towards the ball head 11, and a flat surface 27 intergral
with the internal edge of the slanting surface 26 and
pressing directly on the rear surface of the ball seat 18.

‘The dish-shaped closing plate 24 must be mounted in

such a relationship as to make the flat surface 27 always
confront the ball seat 18. This is because the slanting
surface 26 of the closing plate 24 must be deformed to
enlarge its outer diameter by the pushing or pulling load

‘applied in the longitudinal direction of the ball stud 10

- during usage of the ball joint, and subsequently the
_.enlarged counter force resulting from the enhanced
- ‘engagement between the housing internal surface 14

~ and the outer edge 25 should prevent the engagement

65

from being dislocated easily. Thus, various modifica-
tions of the closing plate 24 having such a function as to
make sure the engagement can be considered. Several
example of them are illustrated in FIGS. 2, §, 6, and 10.
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The closing plate 28 of FIG. 2 has tongue-shaped slant-
~ ing pieces 29 sectionalized by several closing slots 30
- cut in the slanting side of the closing plate 28. The resis-
tive force, occurring at the time of press-fit assembling
of the closing plate 28, can be reduced by the closing
slots 30. The closing plate 31 of FIG. 5 is substantially
part-spherical. The closing plate 32 of FIG. 6 comprises
a central convex part-spherical surface 33 and a periph-
eral annular slanting side 34. All of these closing plates
can be manufactured easily by press or constriction.

Next, referring to FIG. 8, a spring-type ball joint 1s
described. Common component parts of different kinds
of ball joints are given the same reference numeral, and
the description of them is not repeated. A housing 35
has a part-spherical internal surface 36 nearly conform-
able with the ball head 11 and a circular cylindrical

internal surface 37. A ball seat 38 as a bearing member

contacts with the spherical surface of the ball head 11 1in
conformable relationship. The ball seat 38 is made of
sintered alloy or the like. A compressed coil spring 39 is
inserted between the ball seat 38 and the closing plate of
FIG. 3 press-fitted in the open end of the housing 35,
and cause the ball seat 38 be in pressed contact with the
ball head 11. | -
A housing 40 with only one open end is used in the
ball joint of FIG. 9. The circular cylindrical housing 40
has an open end 41 and an opposite closed end 42. A ball
seat 43 has a ball receiving segmentally spherical inter-
nal surface 44 conformable with the ball head 11, and
several half-way poloidal bearing slots 45 extending
from an insertion hole 46 for the ball head 11 or from a
bottom small aperture 47. The ball seat 43 has an exter-
nal surface 48 with a radius nearly equal to or slightly
“larger than one suitable for the conformation with the
internal surface 49 of the housing 40. A closing plate S0
is press-fitted in the open end 41 of the housing 40, and
is shown perspectively in FIG. 10. This closing plate 50
has a central elongated projection hole 51 for the ball
~ stud, and a slanting annular portion 52, unlike the clos-
ing plates of FIGS. 2, 3, 5, and 6. The closing plate 50
is mounted in such a relationship that the internal edge
of the annular portion 52 slants towards the ball head 11
and therefore away from the shank 16 of the ball stud
10. |
Next, the assembling of the ball joint shown in FIG.
1 is described. The ball stud 10 and the ball seat 18 as the
bearing member, which are separate from each other or
pre-assembled, are inserted into the interior of the hous-
ing 12 through the housing opening 17. Then, the flat
surface 27 of the closing plate 24 is pushed by a press,
and is inserted forcedly inside the internal surface 14
" under a proper pressure calculated beforehand. As the
result, the outer edge 25 of the closing plate 24 is press-
fitted in the internal surface 14 of the housing 12. The
ball head 11 and the ball seat 18 are fixed in place as the
result of this press-fitting operation. Furthermore, the
counter force resulting from the constriction of the
periphery of the closing plate 24 acts concentrically on
the internal surface 14 of the housing 12, and prevents
these component parts from displacing during the usage
of the ball joint, co-operating with the restoring action
of the deformed slanting surface 26. A proper preload
adjusted by the press-fit pressure for the closing plate 24
is applied to the ball head 11 of the ball joint, and suffi-
cient function of a ball joint is expected. |
When the closing plate 24 has to be press-fitted inside
the internal surface 14 of the housing 12 more fixedly,
the outer diameter of the closing plate 24 is made;still
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larger than the diameter of the internal surface 14. At
the same time, if the closing plate 28 with closing slots
30 as shown in FIG. 2, and/or a housing §3 provided
with shallow annular groove 54 on the internal surface
near the open end of the housing as shown in FIG. 7,
the rigidity of fastening the closing plate and the easi-
ness of press-fitting are improved effectively. The as-
sembling of the ball joint shown in FIG. 8 or 9 can be
carried out similarly as just described. -

‘Next, a ball joint shown in FIG. 11 is described. A
closing plate 55 consists of a dish-shaped core 56 made
of rolled steel or spring steel, and a rubber coating mem-
ber 57 attached to the core by the usual baking method.
As is clear from FIG. 13 showing the core 56 covered
with the rubber coating member 57, the dish-shaped
core 56 has an outer edge 58 with a diameter “A” larger
than the diameter “C” of the internal surface 14 near the
opening 17 of the housing 12, an annular slanting sur-
face 59 extending inwardly from the outer edge 38, and
a flat surface 60 integral with the slanting surface 59.
The rubber coating member 57 has a form of a frustum
of a cone with a part-conical side surface 61, a depressed
bottom surface 62, and a flat top surface 63 to be In
direct contact with the ball seat 18. Owing to the frusto-
conical form of the rubber coating member 57, the fit-
ting work of the closing plate 55 becomes easy, and the
rubber coating member 57 can be made of a less amount
of rubber than that of a simple circular cylindrical coat-
ing member. An annular sealing lip 64, with a diameter
“B” larger than the diameter “A” of the core 56, formed
at the periphery of the depressed bottom surface 62
contributes to improve the sealing function of the clos-
ing plate 55. Furthermore, the part-conical side surface
61 is shaped so that the outer edge 58 of the core 56 may
coincide almost with the part-conical side surface 61 at
a some suitable region of it. The bottom half of the
rubber coating member 57 from the core 56 to the bot-
tom surface 63 is of such a suitable thickness that the
bottom half can exert sufficient resilient force after the
ball joint is assembled completely. The combination of
the core 56 and the coating member 57 thus specified in
forms and dimensions improves the fitting property of
the closing plate 55 with the housing 12 at the time of
assembling. The core 56 may assume another form simi-
lar to any of the closing plates shown in FIGS. 2, §, 6,
and 10, instead of the dish-shaped one. -

FIG. 12 shows a closing plate 65 different from that
shown in FIG. 13. The rubber coating member 66 of
this closing plate 65 has a depressed portion 67 formed
at the central portion of the surface 68 of the member
66. This depressed portion 67 serves as a retreat space
for the surface 68 compressed at the time of assembling.
By changing the size of the depressed portion 67, 1t 1s
possible to adjust suitably the preload applied to the ball
head 11. Furthermore, if the thickness of the bottom
half is increased, and the diameter “B’” of the annular
sealing lip 69 is made larger, more effective sealing
function between the internal surface 14 of the housing
12 and the closing plate 65 can be obtained.

The assembling process of the ball joint illustrated in

"FIG. 11 is as follows. The ball head 11 of the ball stud

10 and the ball seat 18 are assembled as a unit, and the

- unit is fitted in the opening 17 of the housing 12. The

65

closing plate 55 is set on the ball seat 18, and is pressed
down by a plunger 70 of an assembling apparatus as
shown in FIG. 15. As the result of this process, the ball
head 11, the ball seat 18, and the closing plate S5 are
forced to be press-fitted in the housing 12 continuously



.

as shown in FIG. 15, and are positioned ultimately

according to such a proper pressure by the plunger 70
as to be predetermined. Some part of the rubber coating
member 57 retreats into a space 71 between the internal
surface 14 of the housing 12 and one end portion of the

ball seat 18. In this situation, the counter force resulting

from the constriction of the periphery of the dish-
shaped core 56 acts concentrically on the internal sur-
face 14 of the housing 12, and fits the closing plate 55
fixedly inside the internal surface 14 of the housing 12,
co-operating with the restoring action of the deformed
slanting surface 59. The ball joint thus assembled as
shown in FIG. 11 is subject to a proper preload adjusted
by the press-fit pressure applied on the ball head 11
from the closing plate 55 and by the form and thickness
of the top half of the rubber coating member 57. A
reliable sealing function due to the elasticity of the rub-
ber coating member 57 is established between the inter-
nal surface 14 of the housing 12 and the annular sealing
lip 64 formed at the periphery of the bottom surface 62
of the rubber coating member 57. Thus, sufficient func-
tion of a ball joint is expected. Abrasion and wear of the

ball joint can be compensated for by the deformation of

the rubber coating member 57, and a long life of the ball
joint is ensured. |

What I claim is:

1. A ball joint comprising:

4,163,617

an annular groove to receive the portion of greatest
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(i) a hollow housing at least part of the inner surface .

of which terminating at one open end of the hous-
ing is cylindrical, the other end of said housing
having an aperture smaller than said one open end,

(ii) a bearing member disposed in said housing,

(iii) a ball stud including a ball head on a shank, said
ball stud being positioned with said ball head
within said housing and abutted by said bearing
member, and said ball stud extending through said
aperture,
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(iv) a resiliently deformable closing plate, said plate |

being circular and including a circumferential pe-

ripheral portion which is inclined with respect to

the median plane of the plate such that the plate has

concavity at one major face and convexity at the
other major face, the greatest diameter of said pe-

ripheral portion in the unconstrained state being

greater than the internal diameter of said cylindri-
cal inner surface of the housing, said closing plate
being press-fitted with resilient deformation into
the open end of the housing with its concavity

45

presented towards the bearing member for the

application of pressure between the bearing mem-
ber and the ball head, the peripheral portion engag-
ing at its greatest diameter with the cylindrical
inner surface, as a result of the stress generated by

resilient deformation of the plate, to secure the

plate against return movement with respect to the
housing towards said open end.

2. A ball joint, as claimed in claim 1, wherein said
circumferential peripheral portion of said closing plate
includes a plurality of radial slots extending inwardly
part of the way across said portion from its outer edge.

3. A ball joint, as claimed in claim 1, wherein said
housing is provided in its cylindrical inner surface with
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diameter of the closing plate.

4. A ball joint, as claimed in claim 1, wherein said
closing plate has a first elastic coating element secured
at its one major face and a second elastic coating ele-
ment secured at its other major face, said second elastic
coating element abutting said bearing member, said first
elastic coating element having in the unconstrained
state, a greatest external diameter which is greater than
the internal diameter of said cylindrical inner surface,
whereby after press-fitting of the closing plate the por-
tion of greatest diameter of said first elastic coating
element is urged by its resilience into contact with said
cylindrical inner surface near to said open end.

5. A ball joint, as claimed in claim 4, wherein said first
and second elastic coating elements are of natural rub-
ber. -

6. A ball joint, as claimed in claim 4, wherein said first
elastic coating element has a concavity in its face pres-
ented towards said bearing member.

7. A ball joint, as claimed in claim 4, wherein said
circumferential peripheral portion of said closing plate
includes a plurality of radial slots extending inwardly
part of the way across said portion from its outer edge.

8. A ball joint, as claimed in claim 4, wherein said
housing is provided in its cylindrical inner surface with
an annular groove to receive the portion of greatest
diameter of the closing plate.

9. A ball joint comprising:

(i) a hollow housing at least part of the inner surface
of which terminating at one open end of the hous-
ing is cylindrical, the other end of the housing
being closed,

(ii) a bearing member disposed in said housing,

(iii) a ball stud including a ball head on a shank, said
ball stud being positioned with said ball head
within said housing and abutted by said bearing
member, said ball stud extending through said one
open end of the housing,

(iv) a resiliently deformable closing plate, said plate
being circular and including a hole to receive the
shank with clearance, said plate including a cir-
cumferential peripheral portion which is inclined
with respect to the median plane of the plate such
that the plate has concavity at one major face and
convexity at the other major face, the greatest
diameter of said peripheral portion in the uncon-
strained state being greater than the internal diame-
ter. of said cylindrical inner surface of the housing,
said closing plate being disposed about the shank

- and press-fitted with resilient deformation into the
open end of the housing with its concavity pres-
ented outwardly of the housing and its convexity
presented towards the bearing member for applica-
tion of pressure between the bearing member and
the ball head, the peripheral portion engaging at its
greatest diameter with the cylindrical inner sur-
face, as a result of the stress generated by resilient
deformation of the plate, to secure the plate against
return movement with respect to the housing

towards said open end.
* % % % %
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