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PICTURE FRAME APPARATUS
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Prior art picture frames having a plurality of viewing 5

areas or window openings are well known. However,
applicant does not know of any prior art picture frames
whereby pockets or slots are provided in which mate-
rial can be placed in each window opening and wherein
thereafter such material can be easily replaced when
desired. Further, means for mounting the picture frame
to 2 wall or other structure has in the past been per-

formed usuvally by a metal hook on which the frame
portion is hung.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention is a picture frame apparatus for
displaying a plurality of baseball cards, photographs, or
the like, consisting of one piece of molded plastic
formed in the shape of a frame portion including top,
bottom, and side struts, and further including one or
more of vertical and horizontal struts such that a plural-
ity of window openings are defined within the frame
portion thereby. A second piece of molded plastic is
formed in the shape of a hanger means including a

mounting plate with hooks formed thereon, to enable

the frame portion and associated struts to be removably
affixed to a wall or other structure. The hooks are sized

such that a top edge flange, formed on the top strut of

said frame portion, fits behind the hooks and thereby
lies flush against the wall. The surface of each hook is
further angled to support the rest of the frame portion,
as will be more fully described hereinbelow.

Each card or the like is positioned about a given
window opening by means of elongated slots formed in
the struts via front and rear flanges extending there-
from. The rear flanges of each window opening are
sized to facilitate easy insertion and removal of the
cards or the hike to be displayed.

Therefore, a primary object of the present invention
is to produce an inexpensive yet sturdy picture frame
apparatus for displaying a plurality of baseball cards or
the like, preferably using molded plastic.

Another object of the present invention is to provide
a means for hanging a frame portion in such a way that
it is easily removable so that the cards or the like can be
replaced, but wherein the picture frame when mated
with the hooks is securely affixed to the wall or other
structure.

A further object of the present invention is to provide
means for removably attaching the cards or the like
such that they are visible through the window openings
defined in the picture frame, said means including elon-
- gated slots formed in the sides of each said window
opening. ..

These and other objects of the present invention will
become more readily apparent upon reference to the
accompanying drawings and following description.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 illustrates the front view of a picture frame
apparatus according to the present invention;

FIG. 2 1s a cross-sectional view of the picture frame
apparatus of FIG. 1 taken along the line II—1II;

FIG. 3 is an enlarged cross-sectional view of the
picture frame apparatus of FIG. 1 taken along the line

11I—-11I;
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FIG. 4 1s a front view of the mounting plate and
hooks of the picture frame apparatus of FIG. 1; .
FIG. § is a cross-sectional view of the mounting plate

and hooks of FIG. 4 taken along the line V—V; and:
FIG. 6 is an enlarged cross-sectional view of the

hanger means of the picture frame apparatus of FIG. 1.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

The front view of a picture frame apparatus accord-
ing to the present invention is shown in FIG. 1. The
picture frame apparatus includes a unitary piece of
molded plastic having a thickness of 3/32 inch. The
plastic used can be any inexpensive thermoplastic or
thermosetting plastic available. The apparatus includes
a frame portion 10 comprising a top edge strut 12, a
bottom edge strut 14 and first and second side struts 16
and 18. The picture frame apparatus also includes strut
means comprising at least one strut interconnecting two
of said edge struts, 12, 14 and 16, 18, such that a plural-
ity of window openings are defined within said frame
portion thereby. FIG. 1 illustrates a frame apparatus
having one horizontal strut 20 and two equally-spaced
apart vertical struts 22 and 24. The preferred embodi-
ment is to have the horizontal struts 20 oriented parallel
to the top edge and bottom edge struts 12, 14, and the
vertical strut 22, 24 oriented parallel to the first and
second side struts 16, 18. Note that the vertical and
horizontal struts join each other at cross points 26 and

The struts of FIG. 1 define six window openings, 30,
32, 34, 36, 38, and 40. Note that more or less vertical and
horizontal struts can be provided to increase or de-
crease the plurality of window openings as desired. The
apparatus of the present invention contemplates having
any plurality of window openings from a minimum of
two on up. Further, each window opening is envisioned
as being of substantially identical size so that cards or
the like having the same size will be insertable in any of
said window openings. Also, one frame apparatus could
have openings sized for cards, and a second frame have
openings sized for photographs. o

As shown more clearly in the cross-sectional views of
FIG. 2 and FIG. 3, associated with each window open-
ing is an elongated slot-defining means formed in said
struts whereby a card or the like may be seated therein
to thereby position a card or the like in each window
opening. Specifically, as shown in FIG. 3, each window
opening includes two opposite front flange portions 42,
44. The flange portions 42, 44 are oriented to face one
with the other in a common plane, with each positioned
one on either side of each said window opening. FIG. 3
Illustrates window openings 30 and 32, with the arrows
associated therewith indicating the direction of view-

- ing. Note that these said flange portions 42, 44 define

65

the left and right edges of each window opening. The
apparatus further includes two opposite rear flange
portions 46, 48, similarly arranged to the front flange
portions 42, 44, with a respective rear flange 46, 48
being along each side of each window opening and
oriented to face one with the other in a common plane.
Note that the rear flange portions 46, 48 are positioned
in parallel with and behind the opposite front flange
portions 42, 44. As can be seen, the resultant structure
defines thereby for each window opening a pair of elon-

gated slots 50, 52, with one along either side of the
window opening.
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Finally, to prevent a card or the like which has been
inserted into said elongated slots 50, 52, from exiting
through the bottom of the slots 50, 52, i.e. to ensure that
the card or the like is properly positioned in said win-
dow opening, a base means 54 is provided to act as a
stop for the card or the like. As is seen more clearly in
FI1G. 2, the base means 54 also defines the bottom edge
of each said window opening. In the present embodi-
ment, the base means 54 comprises first and second base
flange portions 56, 58. These flange portions 56, 58 are
oriented in an upward direction and aligned parallel one
with the other such that an elongated bottom slot 60 is
defined therebetween. To ensure that the card or the
like fits properly within both the elongated slots 50, 52,
along the side of each window opening, and also within
slot 60 at the bottom of each window opening, the first
base flange portion 56 is aligned in the same vertical
plane as the front flange portion 42, 44 such that said
flanges join in common at the bottom front corners of
each window opening. Similarly, the second base flange
portion 58 is aligned in the same vertical plane as the
- rear flange portions 46, 48 such that these flanges also
join in common at the bottom rear corners of each
window opening. .

One of the features of the present invention is that
cards or the like can be removed and replaced easily
and simply from any desired window opening. Further,
this feature is designed to be accomplished without
sacrificing the sturdiness of the apparatus. In this re-
gard, the rear flanges 46, 48 are sized such that a card or
the like can be slipped into the elongated slots 50, 52
without impediment from the flange structures of ad-
joining window openings. In the preferred embodiment,
the rear flanges 46, 48 are constructed such that they
extend from the base 54 up to a slightly lesser height
than the top of the given window opening, and corre-
sponding flange portions 42, 44. Thus when a card is
desired to be inserted into the slot, it is enabled to clear
the rear flanges and abut against the top part of the front
flanges 42, 44 after which it then can be slipped down
the elongated slots 50, 52 until it comes in contact with
the base means 54. Obviously, the removal of a given
card from a window opening is similarly enabled.

One of the objects of the present invention is to pro-
vide a means for hanging a frame portion 10 in such a
way that the frame portion and associated struts are
easily removable from a wall or other structure when
cards are desired to be removed or added, while provid-
ing therewith, at all other times, a picture frame appara-
tus that is securely affixed to said wall. Preliminarily,
note that as most easily seen in FIGS. 2 and 3, the frame
portion 10 is shaped such that the outer edges of said
frame portion 10 are the only parts of the frame portion
10 and associated struts that comes in contact with the
“wall or other structure, shown in cross-section at 70, to

~ which the frame apparatus is affixed.
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In the preferred embodiment, the window openings

lie a fixed distance off of said wall or other structure 70
when the frame apparatus is affixed to a wall 70. This is
provided to aid in the secure mounting of the picture
frame apparatus on the wall 70, and to provide room for
‘said elongated slots. The frame portion 10 extends away
from said wall or other structure 70 as the distance
along the edge struts to said window openings gets
smaller. As is seen in FIGS. 2 and 3, the frame portion
10, i.e. the top and bottom struts 12, 14 and side struts

16, 18, extend away from said wall 70 at a fixed angle

when the frame portion is affixed to said wall 70, with
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only the outer perimeter of each said edge strut abutting
the wall 70 surface.

As shown in FIG. 2, to provide a simple yet sturdy
means for affixing the frame portion 10 to the wall 70,
the hanger means of the preferred embodiment includes

a top edge flange 72 formed on said top edge strut 12.
Secondly, a second unitary piece of molded plastic is
provided and formed in the shape of a mounting plate

means 74 and attached hook means 76. FIG. 4 illustrates
more clearly the said unitary piece of plastic comprising
the mounting plate means 74 and attached hook means
76. The mounting plate means 74 is designed to have
lesser length than the distance between side struts 16
and 18 of said frame portion 10 to ensure that said frame
portion 10 lies flush against said wall 70. Note that
means for affixing said mounting plate 74 to said wall 70
is also provided, as shown in FIG. 4, as including

- mounting plate fastenmg holes 78 and 80.

The hook means 76 is defined in a shape such that said
top edge flange 72 will mate therewith to thereby re-
movably affix said frame portion 10 and associated strut
means to said hook means 76. In the preferred embodi-
ment, the hook means 76 comprises a plurality of hooks
82, 84. As 1s seen In the cross-sectional view of FIG. §,
these hooks 82, 84 are defined in the shape of a tnangle,
each of which is attached to the mounting plate means
74. A gap 86 is created behind the hook 84 when the
mounting plate means 74 1s installed on the wall 70. As
shown in FIG. 2 and more clearly in the cross-sectional
view of FIG. 6, the top edge flange 72 fits in this gap 86
behind the hooks 82, 84 to provide support for the frame
portion 10 thereby. Also, to provide further support,
the hooks 82, 84 are defined such that their top corner
angle is set to match the angle existing between said top
flange 72 and the body of said top edge strut 12.

I claim: | |

1. A picture frame apparatus for displaying a plurality
of baseball cards, photographs, or the like, comprising:

a frame portion including a top edge strut having a

- top edge flange formed thereon, a bottom edge
strut, and first and second side edge struts wherein
said edge struts are defined such that said frame
portion extends away from a wall or other struc-
ture at a fixed angle when said frame portion is
affixed thereto, as a function of the distance from
the outer perimeter of said frame portion, with the
outer perimeter of each edge strut coming in
contact with said wall or other structure, said top
edge flange formed such that one surface thereof

- will lie flush against said wall or other structure
' when the outer penmeter of said edge strut abuts
thereto;

hanger means mcludmg mounting plate means, means

for affixing said mounting plate to said wall or
other structure, hook means attached to said

mounting plate means, said hook means defined in
a shape such that said top edge flange will mate
therewith to thereby removably affix said frame
portion and associated strut means to said hook
means, wherein said hook means comprises a plu-
rality of hooks each said hook including two sur-
faces which engage to define an angle therebe-
tween which is substantially identical to the angle
existing between said top edge flange and the body
of said top edge strut such that said top edge flange
and strut will mate securely with each hook; and
strut means comprising at least one strut mtercon-_'
necting two of said edge struts such that a plurality
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of window openings are defined within said frame

portion thereby;

said struts including elongated slot defining means

positioned adjacent each said window opening
such that a card, photograph, or the like may be
seated therein to thereby position the card or the
ltke 1n said opening, said elongated slot defining
means comprising:

1. two opposite front flange portions, one posi-
tioned on either side of said window opening and
oriented to face one with the other in a common
plane, said front flange portions defining thereby
left and right edges of said window opening:

1. two opposite rear flange portions, one positioned
on either side of said window opening and ori-
ented to face one with the other in a common
plane, said rear flange portions being positioned
in parallel and behind said opposite front flange
portions, such that, between said front and rear
flange portions, two elongated slots are defined
thereby, one each along each side of said win-
dow openings said rear flange portions sized
such that said card or the like is enabled to be slid
into said elongated slots without impediment;
and |

1il. base means positioned at the bottom of said
window opening and defining thereby the bot-
tom edge of said window opening, said base
means acting to stop the card or the like from
exiting through the bottom of said elongated
slots.

2. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein said strut means
comprises at least one vertical strut interconnecting said
top and bottom edge struts and oriented to be parallel to
said first and second side edge struts; and

at least one horizontal strut interconnecting said first

and second side edge struts and oriented to be

parallel to said top and bottom edge struts,
wherein each vertical strut joins each horizontal strut
at a cross point formed therefrom.

3. The apparatus of claim 2 wherein each said vertical
strut and each said horizontal strut are positioned such
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that all window openings defined thereby are identical
in shape.

4. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein said base means
comprises first and second base flange portions, ori-
ented 1n an upward direction and parallel one with the
other such that an elongated bottom slot is defined
therebetween, said first base flange portion aligned in
the same plane as said front flange portions such that
said flanges join in common at the bottom corners of
said window opening, and said second base flange por-
tion aligned in the same plane as said rear flange por-
tions such that said flanges join in common at the bot-
tom corners of said window opening.

S. The apparatus of claim 1 wherein said two opposite
rear flange portions extend from said base means up to
generally a slightly lesser height than the top of said
window opening.

6. A picture frame for displaying a plurality of base-
ball cards, photographs, or the like comprising:

a first unitary piece of molded plastic including a
frame portion having a top edge strut, a bottom
edge strut, first and second side edge struts and at
least one strut interconnecting two of said edge
struts such that a plurality of window openings are
defined within said frame portion thereby, said
struts including elongated slot defining means posi-
tioned adjacent each said window opening such
that a card, photograph or the like may be seated
therein to thereby position the card or the like in
said opening, said top edge strut further including a
top edge flange formed thereon;

a second unitary piece of molded plastic including
mounting plate means and attached hook means,
sald hook means defined in a shape such that said
top edge flange is enabled to mate therewith to
thereby removably fix said frame portion and asso-
ciated struts onto said hook means, said hook
means comprising a plurality of hooks each said
hook including two surfaces which engage to de-
fine an angle therebetween which is substantially
identical to the angle existing between said top
edge flange and the body of said top edge strut
such that said top edge flange and strut will mate

securely with each hook.
%* X * * X
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