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[57] - ABSTRACT

Automatic card embossing apparatus includes a rotat-
able embossing wheel carrying about its periphery
punch and die pairs for all characters available for em-
bossing. Each character position of the wheel defines an
address and the wheel is controlled for rotation to a
desired address for embossing the character there-
located. Data identifying all embossable characters is
processed to derive three control numbers for each
character, the first control number identifying the cor-
responding wheel address for the corresponding punch

3/1960 GErmany ......ccccecereeerisissnsanes 197/6.6

- and die pair, the second number identifying the horizon-

tal position on the card where the character is to be
embossed, and the third control number identifying the
line number on the card. The data is sorted into ascend-
ing order of wheel addresses. In operation, a card is
transported to a reference position relative to the em-
bossing wheel and the embossing wheel is rotated to the
address of the first conirol number. The distance to
move the card based on the second and third control
numbers is computed, and the card is transported to
each successive position for that first character to be
embossed. The embossing wheel then is rotated to the:
next address in accordance with the next first control
number and the embossing and card transport functions
are performed. Following embossing, the card is re-
turned to its reference position, then t0 an output
stacker where it is deflected into “accept” or “reject™
portions as a function of error checks performed during
data processing and embossing.

24 Claims, 29 Drawing Figures
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1
AUTOMATIC EMBOSSING SYSTEM

Cross-reference 18 herein made to U.S. Pat. No.
3,638,563 of Feb. 1, 1972, assigned to the same assignee 5
as this application.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

This invention relates to an automatic embossing 10
system and, more particularly, to such a system for
embossing multiple lines of characters on a medium
such as a common credit card and for performing such
embossing and other related functions on the medium
under automated control and in response to data input 15
from an external source.

2. State of the Prior Art

Automated embossing systems have found wide ac-
ceptance in the field. Two such systems are disclosed in
U.S. Pat. Nos. Re. 27,809 — Drillick and U.S. Pat. No. 20
3,820,455 — Hencley et al. The systems of each of these
patents are, relative to that of the present invention,
high speed systems of substantial size and expense.
Whereas such systems are ideally suited for high vol-
ume productlon of credit cards, they do not necessarily
meet the requirements of low volume production, at
least in view of cost and size factors.

The system of U.S. Pat. No. Re. 27,809 employs 1111-
ear arrays of embossing elements, one embossing mod-
ule being assigned the task of embossing characters on a
single, corresponding embossing line of a card. As the
card is transported past each module, in succession, the
characters required to be embossed on each successive
line of the card are embossed as the card is presented to
the appropriate punch and die pair of that module, for
each position on which that character is to appear on
that line. The data processing requirements therefore
must sort the data to be embossed in relation to the line
on the card and the module to emboss that line and, for
each such line, the position of each character in the 40
succession in which it is provided in the embossing
punch and die pairs of the module relative to the loca-
tions at which that character appears on that line. A
very high through-put rate of cards is achieved in this
equipment. |

‘A somewhat lower cost aystem is disclosed in U.S.
Pat. No. 3,820,455 with a somewhat reduced through-
put rate. In this system, only a single embossing module,
again with the punch and die pairs in a linear array, is
employed. In this system, each card is transported past 50
the module in a first direction parallel to the lines of
character embossing to be provided on the card to suc-
cessive index positions and, at each such index position,
in a transverse direction such that the multiple emboss-
ing lines of each card are presented in succession to the
row or array of character embossing elements for each
index position in succession. Suitable sorting of the data
to correlate the data to be embossed on the card with
the position of the card relative to the embossing char-
acters i8 performed, whereby the multiple lines of em-
bossed characters are produced on the card during a
single such path of motion of the card past the emboss-
ing elements.

In each of the above systems, plural characters may
be required to be embossed simultaneously at a given
card position. This is not only consistent with the de-
sired through-put rates to be attained, but also is re-
quired by the path of motion of the card past the em-
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bossing elements. The general configuration of the
equipment and particularly the fixed linear array or row
of embossing elements in conjunction with the requisite
capability of potential for simultaneously embossing
plural characters, results in equipment of rather substan-
tial size and weight, the latter particularly in view of
mechanical strength requirements to accommodate the

forces necessary for plural simultaneous embossing
operations. Such characteristics, on the other hand,

contribute to the high through-put rates which this

prior art equipment achieves.

Heretofore in the prior art, however, the above auto-
mated embossing equipment and other such equipment
as 1s available has not satisfied the needs of low volume
users, principally due to the desire of such users to have
equipment which is smaller in physical size and con-
commitantly lighter in weight and which correspond-
ingly is of lower cost, such users being readily willing to
accept a lower through-put rate in line with their oper-
ating requirements.

‘OBJECTS OF THE INVENTION

Accordingly, it is an object of this invention to pro-
vide automatic embossing apparatus which is of re-
duced size and weight relatively to that available here-
tofore in the prior art yet which can perform embossing
of media such as credit cards in a fully automated man-
ner.

Yet another obj ject of the invention is to prowde an
automated embossing system of reduced physical size
and weight and reduced cost.

Still a further object of this invention is to provide an
embossing system which 18 of low cost yet hlghly effi-
cient and effective in operation.

Yet another object of this invention is to provide an
embossing system- which utilizes a rotary embossing
wheel carrying the punch and die pairs to be embossed
yet- which minimizes the movement of the embossing
wheel such that all characters capable of being em-
bossed may be selected and embossed at all available
embossing locations on the medium to be embossed, for
example a credit card, in but one revolutlon of the em-
bossing wheel.

Still another object of this invention is to provide an
automatic embossing system wherein the lowest mo-
mentum and lowest inertia element therein, namely the
credit card, is moved most rapidly and most often in its
lowest inertia directions of motion, in succession, and
ultimately the highest inertia portion of the embossing
system comprising the embossing elements themselves
are moved the least, thereby to minimize design require-
ments while maintaining the maximum possible effi-
ciency of operation and through-put rate.

- These and other objects of the invention will become

more apparent with reference to the following figures
and detailed description, wherein:

BRIEF DESCRIPTION 'OF" THE DRAWINGS

FIG., 1 is a perspective view of the embossmg system
of the invention, shown partially in schematic and brok-
en-away form;

FIG. 2A is a detailed view of a keyboard of the sys-
tem of FIG. 1;

FIG. 2B ﬂlustrates in detail control buttons associ-

ated with a magnetic tape transport unit illustrated in
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FIG. 3 is a perspective view, partially schematic and
partially broken-away, of various of the subsystems of
the embossing system of the invention of FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 is a rear perspective view of the subsystems of
FIG. 3;

FIGS. 5A, 5B and 5C are top plan, front elevation
and side elevation views of an input hopper of FIG. 1
for receiving cards to be embossed by the system;

FIGS. 6A and 6B are top plan and side elevation
views of an output stacker and associated actuating
mechanism of the system of FIGS. 1 and 3 hereof;

FIGS. 7A, 7B, 7C and 7D are front elevation, rear
elevation, side elevation, and top plan views, respec-
tively, of a card carriage and card transport mechanism;

FIG. 7E is a side elevation view of a release mecha-
nism associated with the transport mechanism,;

FIGS. 8A and 8B are front elevation and top plan
views of the embossing wheel;

FIG. 8C is a view taken along line 8C—8C in FIG.
8A;

FIG. 8D is a sectional view taken along the line
8D—8D in FIG. 8A;

FIG. 8E is an enlarged detail view of a portion of the
structure seen in FIG. 8A including additional elements
therein;

FIGS. 9A and 9B are front and side elevational
views, respectively, FIG. 9A taken along the line
9A—9A in FIG. 9B and FIG. 9B taken along the line
9B—9B in FIG. 9A, each partially in section and show-
ing the basic embossing mechanism and drive elements
therefor in accordance with the system of the invention;

FIG. 9C is a top plan view, partially in section, of a
portion of the structure illustrated in FIGS. 9A and 9B;

FIG. 10 is a block diagram of the system of the inven-
tion including data processing and control systems em-
ployed therein;

FIGS. 11A and 11B comprise schematic indications
of a credit card to indicate the nature of embossing and
magnetic encoding, respectively, thereon;

FIG. 12 is a flow chart of the operation of the system
of FIG. 10;

FIG. 13 is a more detailed block diagram, partially in
schematic form, of the servo control loops of the con-
trol system of FIG. 10; and

FIG. 14 is a timing chart for explaining the operation
of the system of FIG. 10.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to an automatic embossing
system and, more particularly, to such a system employ-
ing a rotatable embossing wheel having mounted about
the periphery thereof a plurality of associated punch
and die elements for embossing characters into a suit-
able medium, such as a credit card. This arrangement
provides for a relatively low cost and compact emboss-
- ing system. The wheel is rotated to a given position, and
then an individual card to be embossed is transported
relatively to the wheel, to be embossed by the thus
selected punch and die pair.

The card transport mechanism includes a carriage for
withdrawing a card from a hopper which may automat-
ically pick and thereby feed cards to an appropriate
position for engagement by the carriage. The carriage
transports the cards to the vicinity of the embossing
wheel and particularly to position the card for emboss-
ing at each location thereof, in succession, for being
embossed by the currently selected punch and die patr.
The carriage also transports the card, when embossing
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is completed, from the vicinity of the wheel to an output
stacker.

To achieve maximum efficiency and speed in the
system card transport and embossing operations, the
system design provides that the lowest inertia elements
are moved the greatest in extent and most frequently
and the highest inertia elements, the least in extent and
frequency. |

Accordingly, each character corresponding to 2
punch and die pair of the embossing wheel is designated
by an address. Data representing the characters to be
embossed is supplied to the system either by keyboard
input, automatic magnetic tape reading, or the like. The
character data for embossing is processed to include
three control numbers for each character, the first cor-
responding to the address of the type wheel for that
character and the second and third numbers corre-
sponding to vertical and horizontal displacements of the
card relatively to a reference position of the card rela-
tive to the embossing wheel. This data is sorted in ac-
cordance with the ascending order of embossing wheel
addresses and correspondingly assigned first control
numbers for common character positions of the wheel,
for all such positions in succession. The coding of com-
mon characters further includes coding of the one of
two or more lines afforded on a card thereby to estab-
lish the third control number and by the positions of
each character in each line, thereby to establish the
second control number. The data thus sorted is stored in
a random access memory (RAM).

Certain basic operating parameters of the system as
well are established as digital number values stored in a
read only memory (ROM). For example, the distance
from the input hopper to the embossing wheel and from
the latter to an output hopper are defined individually
by digital numbers and conveniently by 16 bit words.
Hence, each position of the card in its transport to the
embossing wheel and from the embossing wheel to the
output hopper can be precisely defined by a corre-
sponding 16 bit word. Likewise, the vertical positions of
the card transport mechanism, both relatively to the
embossing lines on a card as positioned at the embossing
wheel for each of successive, vertically displaced lines
on the card and from a nominal card position relatively
to the input hopper and that relatively to the output
stacker, for engaging a new card and discharging an
embossed card, respectively, can be stored as predeter-
mined values. |

The actuating mechanism for the punch and die pairs
includes respectively associated bail arms which are
driven in continuous oscillatory motion by a linkage
mechanism associated with a continuously rotating
embossing shaft, each rotation of that shaft establishing
a basic embossing cycle and hence basic timing rate of
the system. A suitable photocell detector provides an
output for each rotation thereby to produce a basic
timing clock of the system. |

An interposer system is selectively actuable, when
the embossing wheel is rotated to a selected address for
embossing a selected character onto a card, to be inter-
posed between a driving element associated with each
of the bail arms, and the rearward or outer end of the
respective punch and die thereby to cause the latter to
be mechanically moved to the embossing position. At
the completion of the embossing cycle, retractor means
withdraw the punch and die elements from the emboss-
ing position to a rest position, these elements as well
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being normally retained in the rest position by resilient
biasing means within the embossing wheel.

In operation, when data for a given card has been
introduced into the system and sorted and thereupon
stored in the sorted form, a central processing system
including a microprocessor CPU then activates the
servo systems, with reference to the data in the ROM
and the RAM, to cause the carriage to engage a card
and move it to the reference position from which the
distance is computed to the first embossing location on
the card for the first embossing address of the emboss-
ing wheel. The servo systems are controlled to produce
movement of the card with a velocity related to the
distance of motion required. When the card is properly
positioned at a first embossing location, at the next
embossing cycle, or interval, the embossing is per-
formed. At the conclusion of that embossing interval,
the servo systems again are enabled for moving the card
to the next location. In this manner, each character, for
the corresponding address to which the embossing
wheel has been rotated, is embossed in each successive
position on a given line, for each line in succession, for
each successive character address of the embossing
wheel. Upon conclusion of embossing of the last char-
acter at its last position on the card, the card is returned
to its reference position, that distance being determined
by a sum total of the displacements of the card from the
reference position to the last position for the character
currently being embossed. When the card is returned to
its reference position, the central processing system
then drives the servos in accordance with the stored
values for transport of the card from the reference posi-
tion to the output hopper.

The output hopper includes a novel deflection system
whereby, if an error occurs, the card received therein is
deflected to a reject portion whereas if the card is ac-
ceptable or good, it is deflected to an “accept” portion
of the output hopper.

Additional operations may be performed on a card by
corresponding modules afforded in the system, such as
magnetic encoding of the conventional mag stripe typi-
cally found on the rear of a card, as well as embossing
with optical character reader (OCR) characters and
topping of all such embossed characters.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

FIG. 18 a perspective view of the embossing system
100 of the invention, shown in an illustrative enclosure
which houses the embossing mechanism generally
within the upper portion 100a, the electronics for the
control of the embossing operations generally within
the lower portion 1005, a keyboard 102 in a forward
extension 100c¢ of the cabinet, and an input card hopper
104 and an output stacker 106 mounted within the hori-
zontally and forwardly extending portion 100d. As will
later become clear, a horizontal bed 108 is exposed
within the hopper 104 and the stacker 106 to receive
thereon cards 110, the cards 110 being shown in the
input hopper 104 prior to embossing operations and in
the output stacker 106 subsequent to embossing opera-
tions. The input hopper 104 includes a pair of guide rails
105 and an associated slide member 118 which is spring
loaded to urge the stack of cards 110 into the feed

10

6
maintaining same in a convenient upright stack within
the output stacker 106.

A transparent shield 112 covers an opening to permit
visually observing the embossing operations occurring
within the upper portion 100z by the embossing appara-
tus contained therein.

Also provided within the section 1004 on the inclined
vertical front surface thereof 101d is a visual display
panel 114 for displaying certain coded symbols indica-
tive of control functions and other conditions of the
system as well as for displaying the characters selected
by actuation of the appropriate keys of the keyboard

- 102, thereby to confirm accuracy of the information
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hopper 104. In similar fashion, the output stacker 106 65

includes a pair of guide rails 107 and a spring loaded
slide element 117 received thereon for resiliently receiv-
ing the cards subsequent to the embossing operation and

supplied for embossing on a given card.

A tape transport system 130 may be provided as illus-
trated in FIG. 1 as an independent system or if preferred
may be incorporated into the basic housing 100. In the
embodiment of FIG. 1, the separate transport system
130 includes illustratively the magnetic tape reels 132
and control buttons 134 serving to control the tape
transport unit 130. The unit 130 provides both for re-
cording data entered by the keyboard and for automati-
cally supplying prerecorded data relating to informa-
tion to be embossed on credit cards by the embossing
system 100. A suitable conductor cable 136 joins the

units 100 and 130 to permit the necessary communica-
tion therebetween. |

FIG. 2A 1s a more detailed view of the keyboard 102.
The central portion 102a of the keyboard 102 includes
individually actuable keys for selecting any of various
alphanumeric and other symbols which the system is
capable of embossing on a card, plus certain conven-
tional keyboard control functions such as are provided
on a conventional typewriter. The control keys 1025 to
the left of the keyboard 102z provide certain basic con-
trols of the embossing system itself.

The three vertically disposed rows of keys 102¢ to the
right of the keyboard 102a variously provide for con-
trol of the magnetic tape transport system 130 and for
generating internal control codes for the embossing
system 100 used during embossing operations. More
specifically, the keys numbered 19, 20, 38-40, 58 and 59
comprises magnetic tape controls whereas the remain-
ing keys, numbered 18, 60, 78-80 and 90-92 are actuated
during entry of data on the keyboard 1022 to provide
various codes which are stored in association with the
data in the operating memory of the electronics of the
embossing system 100, thereby to control subsequent
embossing operations utilizing that stored data. Further
details on the specific functions of these various control
keys are provided hereinafter.

FIG. 2B illustrates in more detail the control buttons
120 associated with the magnetic tape transport unit 130
itself. The ON LINE key 1202 must be actuated to
place the tape transport unit 130 in the ON LINE mode;
the keyboard magnetic tape controls mentioned herein-
above are enabled only when the tape transport unit 130
is in the ON LINE mode. Further, in the ON LINE
mode, the other transport controls 1205, 120¢, 120d, and
120¢ are disabled. Those latter controls more specifi-
cally are the conventional tape controls for LOAD
(1200), FWD (FORWARD — 120¢c), REV (RE-
VERSE — 120d) and REW (REWIND — 120e¢).

As will later be detailed, the embossing system of the
invention may operate either on keyboard-input infor-
mation for embossing of cards or, more typically and in
the instance of production of large numbers of cards,

- will utilize prestored and pre-coded data on the mag-
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netic tape on reels 132 read out by the tape transport
unit 130 for automated embossing and encoding, along
with other functions to be described, of a large number
of cards, in succession. -

Aside from the basic housing for the embossing sys-
tem, as shown in FIG. 1, and the tape transport system
130, the major sub-systems or sub-assemblies of the
embossing system of the invention include the emboss-
ing mechanism for actually embossing characters in the
plastic cards 110, the input hopper 104 and output
stacker 106, the card transport mechanism, and the
electronic data processing and control system. Each of
these basic subsystems is discussed in detail hereinafter.

FIG. 3 is a perspective view, partially schematic and
partially broken away, of various of the subsystems of
the embossing system of the invention. FIG. 4 is a rear
perspective view of the sub-assemblies as shown In
FIG. 3 wherein like parts are numbered by identical
numerals as in FIG. 3.

With concurrent reference to FIGS. 1, 3 and 4, the
input hopper 104 and output stacker 106 are now identi-
fied in association with broken-away segments of the
guide rails 105 and 107, respectively. Actuating mecha-
nisms associated with the input hopper 104 and output
stacker 106 are schematically indicated by blocks 142
and 144, respectively, in FIG. 3 and are discussed in
detail hereinafter. The output stacker 106 includes front
and rear portions for receiving, respectively, accepted
and rejected cards displaced therein by the mechanism
144 and having respectively associated therewith a
switch S1 engagable by slide element 117 and a switch
S2 engagable by rejected cards, each, when actuated,
indicating a card full condition of its respective portion.
The bed or base plate 108 seen in FIG. 1 as forming the
base or horizontal support surface of the input hopper
104 and the output stacker 106 may preferably consti-
tute a continuous horizontal plate 108 as seen in FIG. 3
in broken-away fashion.

The base plate 108 is affixed to a main vertical sup-
port plate 150 by suitable brackets (not shown); extend-
ing to the rear of the main support plate 150 is a second-
ary vertical support plate 152 likewise joined to the
plate 150 by suitable brackets (not shown). The main
support plate 150 as well is broken away to facilitate
illustration of various elements as now described.

The embossing mechanism or subsystem includes a
pair of type wheels 160 and 162 respectively including
matching punch and die pairs such as for the alpha
characters illustrated schematically for illustrative pur-
poses on the two wheels 160 and 162. Specifically, as
shown for the alpha characters E and F, the punch and
die pairs are positioned in corresponding slots about the
circumferential periphery of the wheels, the two wheels
being integrally joined by a common hub (not shown in
FIG. 3) and mounted for rotation on an axle 165 to
position the desired punch and die pair, for example, for
the letter G, at the embossing station. When so posi-
tioned, and when the card as well is moved to locate the
character embossing position thereof which 1s to re-
ceive the letter G, at the station, the punch and die pairs
are actuated into engagement, with the card 110 there-
between, by the actuating mechanisms 166 and 168.
These mechanisms 166 and 168 are illustrated schemati-
cally and in an exploded manner and thus removed from
the wheels 160 and 162 to facilitate the illustration of the
latter in FIG. 3. As later detailed, the actuating mecha-
nisms are in close juxtaposition with the wheels for
purposes of engaging the selected punch and die pair
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and actuating same to emboss the desired character in
the card at the appropriate card location. A gear 171 is
affixed to the wheels 160 and 162 and is engaged by a
spur gear 163 mounted on shaft 164 of a DC permanent
magnet servo motor 172. The motor 172 has associated
therewith (see FIG. 13) a DC tachometer 174 and an
optical encoder 176. The tachometer 174 provides ve-
locity information for feed back loops in the servo con-
trol system while the encoder 176 provides position
feed back information. The secondary vertical support
plate 152 as well is broken away in FIG. 3 to permit
illustrating the rear actuating mechanism 168 for the

embossing subsystem.

The card transport subsystem includes as a principal
component a carriage 180 supported by rollers 182, 184
and 186 on a rail 188. The carriage 180 includes a clamp-
ing structure schematically shown at 181 in FIG. 3 for
engaging the card 110 and disposing same between the
punch and die pairs for embossing same.

The rail 188 is part of a horizontal card transport
mechanism which further includes a pair of control arm
linkages 190, 192 194 and 196, the linkages being pivot-
ally interconnected as shown at 193 and 193, respec-
tively. Guide rail 188 is pivotally connected to the con-
trol arms linkage 190 and 194 as shown at 189 and 191,
respectively, and the upper linkages 192 and 196 are
mounted to fixed pivots 197 and 198 secured to the
vertical support plate 150. Pulleys 200, 202, 204, 206,
208 and 210 are mounted for rotation on the associated
pivots and a flexible steel cable 212 is received about the
peripheries of the pulleys and wound around a drum
215. The flexible steel cable 212 is joined at its opposite
ends to the carriage 180 at connections 213 and 214. The
drum 215 is mounted on an axle 216 driven by a hori-
zontal transport DC servo motor 218, the latter secured
to the support plate 152 by an appropriate bracket 220.
Associated with the motor 218 is a tachometer 222 and
an optical encoder 224 for providing horizontal veloc-
ity feed back and position feed back.

The vertical card transport mechanism 1s best appre-
ciated by concurrent reference to FIGS. 3 and 4. Each
end of the rail 188 is connected to associated flexible
steel cables 230 and 240 which pass over driving pulleys
232 and 234 exposed through suitable apertures 233 and
235, respectively in the vertical plate 150 and over 1dler
pulleys 236 and 238 which likewise project through
respective apertures 237 and 239 in the vertical plate
150.

As better seen in FIG. 4, the driving and idler pulleys
for the cables 230 and 240 are mounted by appropriate
brackets to the vertical plate 150. The driving pulley
232 actually is hidden from view in FIG. 4 by the verti-
cal transport DC servo motor 250 which, again, has
associated therewith a DC tachometer and an optical
encoder 252 and 254 for providing vertical velocity and
position feed back output signals. The motor 250 oper-
ates through a suitable gearing arrangement 256 to
drive the driving pulley 232 and further operates
through cross shaft 258 for driving the pulley 234 in
unison with the pulley 232.

Referring again to FIG. 3, there are provided guides
260 and 262 having respective openings 261 and 263
therein for receiving a sliding connection joined to the
pivot points 189 and 191, respectively, at the opposite
ends of the guide rail 188.

With reference to the x, y, z coordinate directions in
FIG. 3, the guide 260 constrains movement of the pivot
point 189 and thus of the right-hand end of the guide rail
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188 (i.c., as seen in FIG. 3) from movement in either the
x or the z directions while permitting free movement in
the y direction. The guide element 262, on the other
hand, restrains movement of the pivot point 191 and
thus of the left-hand end of guide rail 188 only in the z
direction and thus does not prevent any motion in either
the x or y directions. This is to insure that the guide rail
188 does not “bind” in its vertical movement under
control of the vertical transport mechanism.

The vertical transport mechanism, accordingly, con-
trols the vertical position of the guide rail 188 by raising
or lowering same through the cables 230 and 240 at-
tached to the pivot points 189 and 191, as permitted

10

only in the y direction by the guide 260. The geometry

of the guide rail 188/control arm linkage (i.e., the ele-
ments 190, 192 and 194, 196) in association with the
related pivot points is such that the guide rail 188 can
move vertically under control of the vertical transport
mechanism without changing the length of the horizon-
tal transport cable 212. Thus, the horizontal and vertical
movements of the carriage 180 are independent.

Referring further to FIG. 4, there is additionally
shown an AC motor 270 which operates the embossing
mechanisms 168 and 166 (FIG. 3) and a motor 272 for
the input hopper feed mechanism.

Finally, FIG. 3 illustrates certain optional equipment
which may be provided although same is not shown in
FIG. 4. Particularly, a magnetic encoding module 280
may be suitably mounted on the plate 150, with a re-
cording head extending through an aperture therein to
magnetically encode the conventional mag stripe as
afforded on the reverse side of standard credit cards in
commercial use today. The module 280 may alterna-
tively be positioned near the input hopper 104 to permit
magnetic encoding of the mag stripe prior to the em-
bossing operation. A further component not illustrated
in FIG. 3 may comprise a so-called “topper” which in
conventional fashion applies a dark inked topping, typi-
cally by heat and pressure transfer of ink from a foil
onto the embossed characters subsequently, of course,
to the embossing operation. Such a topper mechanism
would be positioned in the same general vicinity as the
magnetic encoding module 280, if one is provided. In
that instance, assuming that the embossed characters
project away from the vertical plate 150 (i.e., the die
elements would be provided in the wheel 160), as is
typically the case, then the topper would be positioned
in front of the path of travel of card 110 during horizon-
tal transport by the carriage 180 to provide the desired
topping on the raised characters, prior to depositing the
card in the output stacker 106.

DETAILED DISCUSSION OF SUBASSEMBLIES
OF EMOBOSSING SYSTEM

Input Hopper 104 and Feed Mechanism 142

The input hopper 104 and the feed mechanism 142 for
feeding individual cards 110 into position for engage-
ment by the carriage 180 is shown in more detail in
FIGS. §A, 5B and 8C, respectively showing top plan,
front elevation, and side elevation views thereof. Ele-
ments in FIGS. SA - 8C corresponding to those of the
preceding figures are shown by identical numerals. In
these views, the guide rail has been removed for clarity
of illustration of the feed mechanism 142.

With a concurrent reference to FIGS. SA - 5C, slide
element 118 includes a first bearing 300 received on the
associated rod 108 in close engagement so as to prevent
movement radially of the rod 105 but to permit free
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sliding movement axially therealong and, at its opposite
end, includes an enlarged recess 302 for sliding engage-
ment on the other rod 105, the enlargement avoiding
any binding of the sliding plate 115 thereon. A spring
310 resiliently urges the plate 11§ toward the support
wall 150 thereby to advance cards received between the
guide rails 105 to the feed mechanism 142. A plate 312
is beveled on its lower surface (not seen in FIG. 3A;
shown at 3126 in FIG. 5B) to urge the cards down-
wardly against the base plate 108 as they approach the
feed position and moreover includes an extension 3124
associated with an adjustable mechanism 314 for defin-
ing therebetween a feed throat having a thickness just
slightly in excess of that of the card. The plate 312 is
suitably connected by bracket 316 to the support 150.

A pair of pickers 318 are mounted for vertical, recip-
rocating movement. Each includes a conventional
picker edge 318a (one of which is better seen in FIG.
5C) to engage the bottom edge of an individual card and
advance same through the throat defined between the
elements 312z and 314 into a raised position to be en-
gaged by the carriage 180 when positioned over the
input hopper. Lamp 315 and photocell 317 are posi-
tioned to detect passage of a card therebetween to indi-
cate the feeding of a card from the input hopper 104 by
mechanism 142 and subsequent removal therefrom by
the card transport mechanism. |

The pickers 318 are driven by motor 272 which
drives an eccentric 320 pivotally connected to a link 322
and a drive arm link 326 secured on an axle 328, rotat-
ably mounted at a fixed pivot point on the mounting
bracket 330 secured to the support wall 150. A drive
arm 332 is likewise mounted on axle 328 and pivotally
connected at 334 to the pickers 318 for driving same in
common in the vertical reciprocating movement. Pick-
ers 318 extend in sliding engagement through bracket
336 mounted on wall 150, and through plate 180. Motor
272 drives a timing disc 273 (shown in hidden view)
having a slot therein detected in each revolution by a
photocell detector 278.

Output Stacker 106 and Actuating Mechanism 144:
FIGS. 6A and 6B

FIGS. 6A and 6B comprise top plan and side eleva-
tion views of the output stacker 106 and its actuating
mechanism 144, elements identical to those of preceding
figures being shown by identical numerals. Again, the
guide rail 188 is removed to permit clarity of illustration
in each of FIGS. 6A and 6B.

With concurrent reference to FIGS. 6A and 6B, the
output stacker mechanism 144 includes a pair of mov-
able detent mechanisms 350 and 360 which are of sub-
stantially similar construction. As best seen in FIG. 6B,
the mechanism 360 includes an upper portion 362 carry-
ing the angular extension 363 (FIG. 6A) and a lower
portion 364 carrying the angular extension 365 (FIG.
6A). The extensions 353, 355 and 363, 368 are seen in
FIG. 6A to define vertical engaging grooves for engag-
ing the left-hand and right-hand edges respectively of
the card 110 as seen in FIG. 6A (i.e., the leading and
trailing edges, respectively, of the card 110 with regard
to the motion of travel of the carriage 180 in FIG. 3).

Each of the mechanisms 350 and 360 is pivotally
mounted to one of the rails 107 by pivotal mounts 356
and 366, respectively, the rails being suitably machined
to define a flat mounting surface therefor, as shown at
357 and 367, respectively. A stop 358 and 368 is associ-
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ated with each mechanism for controlling the extent of
pivoting motion of the associated detent mechanisms, as
adjusted by set screws in each portion thereof, as shown
at 3524 and 362a. A compression spring, as seen at 359
in the partially broken-away view of the mechanism
350, resiliently urges the mechanisms into engagement
with a card.

There further is provided a paddle 370 which extends
through an Opemng 392 in the base plate 108, the lower
extension thereof, i.e., that portion below the base plate
108 being secured to a block structure 372 havmg an
extension 374 received in a guide 376 to permit recipro-
cating action thereof in a direction perpendicular to the
support wall 150 and parallel therefore to the base plate
108. Motor 376 drives a gear box 378 and in turn an
eccentric 380 which operates through crank arm 382
and block 372 to move the paddle in one or the other
displaced positions thereof in the aforesaid reciprocat-
ing movement. A shaft 384 driven by the gear box and
in turn driving the eccentric 380 has mounted on the
lower end thereof as seen in FIG. 6B a notched photo-
cell disc 386, the periphery of which is received in a
photocell sensor 388 mounted to the gear box 378 con-
veniently by the bracket 390. The output of the photo-
cell provides a start/stop (high/low) shaft position indi-
cation thereby indicating the rotation of the shaft and
hence the movement of the paddle 370 through the
interconnecting train as above described.

The actuating mechanism 144 of the output stacker
106 provides an automatic and convenient technique for
separating rejected cards from properly processed
cards in the output stacker 106. Particularly, rejected
cards are displaced to the position between the paddle
370 and the support wall 150 whereas properly pro-
cessed cards are displaced into the portion of the stacker
extending outwardly from the paddile 370.

In operation, the detent mechanisms 350 and 360 are
normally in the position indicated. Where no error con-
dition is detected, the paddle 370 is displaced to the
position shown in FIG. 6A. A properly processed card
then, upon release from the carriage 180 when posi-
tioned over the output stacker 106, falls by gravity into
the position shown in FIG. 6A whereby the opposite
edges are received between the extension elements 353,
355 and 363, 365. The motor 376 then is energized to
move the paddle 370 in a direction away from the sup-
port wall 150 so as to urge the card beyond the engage-
ment by the spring detent mechanism into the output
stacker. The spring loaded detent mechanisms 350 and
360 resiliently open to permit the card to progress in
that direction and then smap closed to the position
shown, thereby to retain good cards in the forward
portion of the stacker. Conversely, if an error condition
exists, the paddle 370 is initially moved to a forward
position (i.e., displaced from the support wall 150) and,
when a card is received in the detent mechanism, the
paddle then is energized to move the card toward the
support wall 150, the elements 350 and 360 resiliently
opening to permit the card to progress in that direction
and then closing, thereby retaining the defective cards
in the space at the rear, hereinafter termed the reject
stacker. The timing controls for these mechanisms are

discussed hereinafter.

Card Carriage 180 and Horizontal Transport
Mechanism: FIGS. 7TA - TD

The carriage 180 of FIG. 3 is shown in further detail
in FIGS. 7A - 7D and generally is designated 180. FIG.
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7A 1is a front elevation, FIG. 7B is a rear elevation, FIG.
7C is a side elevation showing moreover a release mech-
anism, and FIG. 7D is a top plan view of the release
mechanism. -

The card carriage 180 includes a main front support
plate 400 and a rear plate 402 (schematically shown at
181 in FIG. 3), the plate 402 having flanges 403 and 404
for pivotal mounting to the plate 400 as shown at 405
and 406, respectively. Plate 402 further includes down-
wardly depending fingers 408 and 410, respectively,
carrying sharp engagement pins 409 and 411 -which
slightly penetrate a card when gripped by the carriage
as best illustrated in FIG. 7C. A stop element is associ-
ated with each of fingers 408 and 410 and is seen at 412
as to the finger 410 in FIG. 7C, to limit the inward
movement of the finger and hence centrol the extent of
engagement of the card. * |

A spring 414 1s suitably mounted on the plate 400 and
the rear plate 402 to normally resiliently pivot the plate
402 into the engaged (i.e., card engaging) position as
seen in FIG. 7C. The plate 400 furthermore carries a
pair of stripping elements 416 and 418, the function of
which is to prevent rearward displacement of the card
110 as the rear plate 402 is pivoted to an open, or disen-
gaged, position, thereby to release the card and thus
assures that the card is removed from engagement by
the pins 409 and 411.

With specific reference to FIGS. 7C and 7D, the
main support plate 150 has an opening 420 therein
through which extends an actuating portion of a release
mechanism 422. The mechanism 422 includes solenoid
424 and a plate 426 pivotally mounted at 428 to a
bracket 430 to which the solenoid 424 as well is
mounted, the bracket 430 being secured to the support
wall 150. The plate 426 extends through the opening
420 and carries on its outer extremity a pair of rollers
432 and 434. A tension spring 436 normally maintains
the plate 426 in the card engaging position shown.

To engage a card for transport, the carriage is low-
ered from the position shown, causing the rearwardly
inclined surface of plate 402 to engage the rollers 432
and 434 and to pivot about the pivotal mounts to its
dlsengaged or open- position. Accordingly, when the
carriage travels to the input hopper 104 to receive a
new card, it is automatically actuated to the open posi-
tion. A card is then raised by the feed mechanism 142 to
insert the top longitudinal edge of the card within the
gnppmg portion of the carriage. The solenoid 424 then
is energlzed and rotates the plate 426 in a counterclock-
wise direction to the dotted line position of 426’, 432’ as
seen in FIG. 7D, thereby to displace the rollers 432 and

434 from the back plate 402. Compression spring 414

(FIG. 7C) then pivots the plate 402 about pivot 406 to
cause the pins 409 and 411 to penetrate and thereby grip
the card 110. As the carriage moves away from the
input hopper region, the solenoid is de-energized and
the plate 426 and associated rollers 432 and 434 return

to their normal position.

As shown in FIG. 7E, when embossing and any other
operations on the card are completed, the carriage trav-
els to the output stacker 106 and is lowered. The back
plate 402 engages a fixed camming surface 433 to pivot
and, as above described, release the currently engaged

card for deposit in the stacker 106.

Punch Wheel 162 and Dle Wheel 160: FIGS. 8A - 8E

FIGS. 8A and 8B are front elevation and top plan
views of the punch and die wheels, identified by the
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double primed numerals 160 and 162 corresponding to
those elements of FIG. 3. It is seen that preferably the
two wheels have a common integral hub portion 450
joining same and providing for mounting of same for
rotation on wheel shaft 165 (FIG. 3).

The enlarged detail view of FIG. 8C, taken along
view line 8C-8C in FIG. 8B illustrates a die 452 and a
punch 454 having respective shank portions 453 and
455. The wheels 160 and 162 respectively include cir-
cumferential channels generally designated at 460 and
462 defined by radially outwardly extending rim por-
tion 461 and 463.

As seen more clearly in the detailed view of FIG. 8C,
the rims 461 and 463 are notched as shown illustratively
at 467 and 469 to receive the shank portions 453 and 455

14

drive mechanism for the wheels and also of both the

~ embossing actuating mechanisms 166 and 168. FIG. 9C

S
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of the punch and die pair. Several such notches are

shown in the front elevational view of FIG. 8A and will
be understood to extend in equally spaced intervals
about substantially the entire circumference of the
punch and die wheels. FIG. 8C moreover, illustrates
that the channels 460 and 462 do not have the smooth
continuous surface as suggested in FIG. 8B but rather
define a serpentine path for receiving springs 470 and
472 and moreover that the serpentine path includes an
open passageway extending to the notches in the por-
tion of the channel adjacent the inner ones of the rims
461 and 463. Further, the shanks 453 and 455 respec-
tively include notches for receiving the springs 470 and
472. Accordingly, the springs resiliently urge the re-
spective punch and die to the retracted position as
shown for the die 452. Conversely, the punch 454 is
shown in the advanced or engaged position as required
for an embossing operation. In the latter instance, the
further extension of the spring 472 is apparent. Alterna-
tive resilient means, such as individual springs for each
punch and die, may be provided, as is apparent.

FIG. 8D is a sectional view taken along the line
8D-8D in FIG. 8A and serves to illustrate the dispo-
sition of the springs 470 and 472 in the respective chan-
nels 460 and 462. The view of FIG. 8D moreover illus-
trates that the outer rims 461 and 463 include extensions
461a and 463a whereby metal bands 474 and 476 may be
received about the circumference of the wheels and
axially aligned adjacent the outer rim extensions 461a
and 463a. The bands 474 and 476 thus secure the springs
and the punch and die pairs in position within the re-
spective punch and die wheels. As seen in FIG. 8E, the
bands 474 and 476 (only one of which is seen in FIG.
8E) are held in place by a screw assembly 480 which
forces a rod 482, having a configuration corresponding
to the indent 484 in the outer periphery of each of the
punch and die wheels, into the recess thereby to tighten
the band about the circumference of the wheels.

Driving Mechanism for Embossing Wheels 160 and 162
and Actuating Mechanisms 166 and 168 for Embossing
System: FIGS. 9A - 9C

FIG. 9A is a front elevational view, partly in cross
section, of the drive mechanism for the embossing
wheels and the actuating mechanism 166 for the em-
bossing elements of the front wheel 160 and particularly
the die elements, carried by the wheel 160. The cross
section of FIG. 9A is generally taken along the line

9A—9A in FIG. 9B which correspondingly is a right-.

side elevational view (i.e., in FIG. 3, a side elevational
view taken from the right-hand side) and more specifi-
cally is taken generally along the line 9B—9B in FIG.
9A. FIG. 9B shows, in cross section, portions of the
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i1 a top plan view, partly in cross section, taken along
the line 9C—9C in FIG. 9B.

FIGS. 9A and 9B show the main support plate 150
including the cutout 150z through which the embossing
wheels 160 and 162 extend, and also the horizontal
support plate 108 and the secondary support plate 152.
FI1G. 9A further shows a further secondary support
plate 500 which is removed in FIG. 9B, both figures
showing moreover a base support 502 to which the
plates 150, 152, and 500 are secured.

The servo motor 172, through its shaft 164, drives a
spur gear 504 (FIG. 9A) which engages the rim gear
171 which is secured by pin 506 to the integral emboss-
ing wheels 160 and 162 (FIG. 9B). Bearing structures
508 and 509 provide for rotation of the embossing
wheels about the wheel shaft 165. The wheel shaft 165
moreover is suitably mounted to the horizontal plate
108 in a manner to be described. The motor 172 is se-
cured to the horizontal plate 108 by a suitable bolt ar-
rangement as illustrated at 503.

As seen in FIG. 9B, the motor 172 drives an optical
encoder 174 and a tachometer 176 to provide position
and velocity feed back information. |

In FIG. 9A a shaft 512 extends transversely through
an opening in the wheel shaft 165 and carries bearing
structure 514 thereon to provide pivotal mounting of
certain movable connectors to be described. The bolt
516, the shank of which may comprise the shaft 512
itself, passes through suitable openings in the secondary
plates 500 and 152. The bolt 516 and the associated
bearing structure 514 as seen in FIG. 9B are disposed at
one extreme (here, the front extreme) of the wheel shaft
165 and hence supports same at that end. The opposite
end of the wheel shaft 165, while not having the bearing
structure, is provided with a similar bolt arrangement
518 to mount that end of the wheel shaft to the same
support plates and thereby to rigidly position the wheel
shaft 165. |

The basic actuating mechanism for the punch and die
pairs constitutes a corresponding pair of front and rear
bail arms 520 and 522 which extend through corre-
sponding vertical channels 520z and 5224 cut through
the wheel shaft 165 and are mounted to the wheel shaft
by corresponding pivotal connections 523 and 525. The
extent of pivotal movement of the bail arms is quite
limited, as will later be appreciated from the description
of the actuation of the punch and die pairs.

The bail arms are driven in continuous oscillatory
motion by links 526 and 528 connected thereto by piv-
otal connections 527 and 529, respectively, the links 526
and 528 being pivotally interconnected in common to a
dwell control link 5§30 at pivotal interconnection 532.
Dwell control link 530 furthermore is pivotally inter-
connected to the adjustment link 534 by pivotal connec-
tor 536 which may be adjusted within the slot 535 of the
dwell control link 534. Adjustment link 534 is con-
nected to the wheel shaft 165 by the pivotal mount 514
previously noted. The adjustable slot 535 permits select-
ing the relative position of interconnection of connect-
ing link 534 to the dwell control link 530 with the effect
of altering the amount of travel of the rear bail arm 522
(which controls the actuation of the punch). From FIG.
9A, it will be seen that there are two such adjustable

links 534 and 538, only one thereof being visible in FIG.
9B. | .
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The dwell control link 530 is connected by pivot 539
to an eccentric arm 538 driven by the eccentric 540
which is fixed to shaft 542 for common rotation thereof,
as indicated by the interconnecting pin 543.

With concurrent reference to FIGS. 9A and 9B, shaft
542 is mounted in secondary wall 500 by bearings 1544
and in the wall 152 by bearings 1546 for rotation, and is
driven in rotation by a timing belt pulley 546 secured to
the shaft 542 by its associated hub 547, the pulley 546
receiving the timing belt 548 (FIG. 9B) which in turn is
driven by the timing belt pulley 1550 of the motor 270.
A fly wheel 552 is mounted on the shaft 542 which by
appropriate shaping, also functions as a counterbalance
to maintain uniform rotation of the shaft 542 during the
embossing cycles.

A timing disc 544 is secured to the shaft 542 by a hub
545 and includes an arcuate slot 548 providing a posi-
tion indication in conjunction with the light source/-
photocell detector 550, 551; the latter is secured to
bracket 553 mounted on the plate S00.

A further photocell detector is shown at 555 (FIG.
9B) mounted on the wall 152 to scan the periphery of a
slotted disc 557 (FIG. 9B) and provide a signal when
the type wheel 160, 162 is at a known zero, or reference
position.

The actuating mechanisms 166 and 168 in those por-
tions which directly control the engagement of the
punch and die pairs are identical in the portions thereof
driven by the associated bail arms 520 and 522 and
hence only one thereof, and particularly mechanism
166, is now described. With reference to FIGS. 9B and
9C, the die shank 453 received in the wheel 160 is
shown as including the return spring 470 and the retain-
ing band 474 as previously described.

As before noted, the basic actuation motion for the
punch and die pairs is provided through the continuous
reciprocating pivotal movement, i.e., oscillatory move-
ment, of the bail arms 520 and 522. The aforedescribed
eccentric 540 and link arrangement causes the bail arms
to move to engaged positions and to return in each
complete revolution of the eccentric. The bail arms
therefore provide the motive force for the embossing
function. That motive force is conveyed to the punch
and die by means of an interposer 570 having an end
portion, or tip 572 which is received in a slot, or recess,
521 of the bail arm 520 and, when so received therein as
shown in FIG. 9B, effects a wedging action with the
extension or tail portion 574 of an intermediate driver
576, that intermediate driver 576 extending through a
housing 578 to engage the rear end of the punch shank
453, as shown at 453a. The intermediate drive housing
578 is suitably mounted on the wall 152 to support the
intermediate driver 576.

A retractor 580 includes a pair of downwardly de-
pending arms 582 (only one of which is seen in FIG. 9B)
carrying projections 584 and 585 which are received 1n
slots in the side walls of the housing 578 (as seen in FIG.
9C, wherein the illustration of the intermediate driver
576 extending through the housing 578 is in dotted
lines). Springs 584a and 585a are retained within the
housing 578 and urge the retractor 580 to the position
indicated. Retractor 580 includes a downwardly de-
pending cammed surface 5784. In operation, when the
intermediate driver 576 forces the die shank 4353 for-
ward into the engaged, embossing position, the raised
tip 453b of the die shank 453 engages the cammed sur-
face 580a and moves the retractor 580. (In the view of
FIG. 9B, the punch and die are not completely engaged,;
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upon further movement into a fully engaged position,
the tip 453b would engage and raise the retractor 578 in
the manner described.) When the embossing 1s com-
pleted and as the cycle continues, the bail arms return
and springs 584a and 585z urges the retractors to its
normal position shown, thus withdrawing the punch
and die to their rest, or disengaged positions. The
cammed surface 578a or retractor 580 assures that the
dies (and likewise, the punches) are properly returned
to a rest or non-engaged position in the respective
wheels as same are rotated to a new position.

The interposer 570 is mounted for both pivotal and
translational movement with regard to a shaft 586 and
accordingly includes a cutout portion 570a received in
sliding engagement over the shaft 586. An interposer
spring 588 normally maintains the surface 570a mn en-
gagement with the shaft 586 and hence maintains the
interposer in its withdrawn condition normally.

In operation, the interposer 570 must be rotated to
insert the interposer tip 572 into the recess 521 of the
bail arm 520, such that during the subsequent movement
of the bail arm 520 (clockwise rotation in FIG. 9B about
pivot 523), the interposer tip 572 is engaged on its trail-
ing edge by the rear side wall of the recess 521 and its
leading edge engages the tip 574 of the intermediate
driver 576 whereby the latter is moved forward as the
bail arm oscillates in a forward direction to engage the
punch and die and perform an embossing operation.
The bail arms 520, 522 continuously oscillate and thus
could provide an embossing operation during each os-
cillation interval; however, an embossing operation 1s
performed only if a card is properly positioned for being
embossed by the punch and die pair currently rotated
by the type wheels 160, 162 into position at the emboss-
ing station. This implies, therefore, the ability to control
the position of interposer 570 and particularly to selec-
tively position the interposer tip 572 within or without
the recess 521 of the bail arm 520. That selection func-
tion will now be described.

The particular sequence of operations of the inter-
poser can be appreciated by reference to the above
referenced U.S. Pat. No. 3,638,563 and particularly
FIGS. 7 through 11 thereof and the discussion in the
specification at column 5, lines 30 et seq. Very gener-
ally, the interposer spring 588 normally holds the inter-
poser 570 in the withdrawn position with the recess
570a closely engaging the pivotal stop 586. Moreover,
prior to any embossing operation, solenoid 590 1s nor-
mally de-energized and hence the clapper plate 592 i1s
rotated to its upward position, as shown, under force of
spring 594. The lip 596 of the clapper plate 592 thus
engages the lower edge of the depending arm §706 of
the interposer 570, providing a fulcrum whereby the
spring 588 rotates the interposer 570 about the lip 596 1n
returning it to a withdrawn position, thereby raising the
interposer tip 572 out of the recess 521 in the bail arm
520. When an embossing operation is to occur, and in
timed relation with the rotation of the bail arm 520 to a
withdrawn position (counterclockwise in FIG. 9B) the
solenoid 590 is energized, retracting the clapper plate
592. Interposer spring 588 then rotates interposer 570
about the pivotal stop 586, causing the tip to drop down
into the recess 521 in the bail arm; recalling that at this
time, the bail 520 has been rotated to a withdrawn posi-
tion, it will be readily appreciated that the recess 521 1s
aligned with the interposer tip 372 to receive same
therein. Thereafter, the bail arm 520, continuing 1n its
oscillatory movement, pivots about pivot point 523
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with the interposer tip 521 and the intermediate driver
tip 574 commonly received within the recess 521. The
clockwise rotation of the bail arm 520 (as seen in FIG.
9B) moves the interposer 570 to a forward position. In
FIG. 9B, the punch and die are almost engaged; some
slight further movement would be required to complete
the engagement and perform an actual embossing oper-
ation. |

The solenoid 590 is de-energized almost immediately
following energization and hence the clapper plate 592,
by virtue of spring 594, returns to its open position. As
the interposer 570 is moved forward during the emboss-
Ing cycle, above described, the depending arm 5705
likewise moves forward over the cut edge 596 and
hence again engages that edge 596. As the embossing
cycle continues, the counterclockwise rotation of the
bail arm 520 returns the interposer which, under the
force of spring 588, pivots about the edge 596 and re-
moves the tip 572 from within the recess 521. When the
embossing function is to be performed, the solenoid 590
1s momentarily energized in timed relation to the oscil-
latory movement of the bail arm to engage the inter-
poser in the recess 521 and permit a single embossing
operation to occur and then the interposer is withdrawn
during that return oscillatory movement of the bail arm,
within each embossing cycle.

A photocell detector or sensor, schematically shown
at 5T7a in FIG. 9B, and shown more clearly at 577a,
577b in FIG. 9C, is normally blocked by the retractor
580; 1t 1s unblocked as the retractor is pulled forward by
the die shank 453 during an embossing operation; fol-
lowing the embossing operation and as it withdraws, or
retracts, die shank 453 by action of springs 584y, it again
blocks the detector 577. This sequence of events results
in a corresponding set of outputs from detector 577
which indicates both that the die shank 453 did in fact
move inwardly to perform an embossing operation and
that it was properly withdrawn thereafter. A corre-
sponding photocell detector 579 is provided for the die
shank 453, as seen in FIG. 9B. The outputs of the detec-
tors provide what is termed an “echo check” for the
embossing punch and die pair, i.e., the proper sequence
of the detector outputs, when detected, following a
command to emboss, confirms that the embossing func-
tion occurred properly.

FIG. 101s a generalized block diagram of the emboss-
ing system of the invention, illustrating the basic organi-
zation if its various sub-assemblies and the control inter-
connections therebetween. Specifically, input/output
devices 600 may inciude the display 114, the keyboard
102, the magnetic tape system 130, corresponding to
those elements shown in FIG. 1 and identified by identi-
cal numerals and optional elements such as a serial out-
put printed 602 and a modem 604. The serial printer as
later discussed may provide a print out of information
being embossed on cards and/or other information, as
desired. The modem 604 alternatively, may receive
information to be embossed or encoded on cards by the
system of the invention or conversely may transmit
information concerning current operations of the sys-
tem to a remote location.

The central processing system 610 includes a central
~processing unit (CPU) 612 which may comprise a mi-
croprocessor, a random access memory (RAM) 616 and
a read only memory (ROM) 614 which may be a pro-
grammed ROM (PROM) for storing various routines
performed by the CPU and as well various specific
encoding and card format information required by a
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given customer or user of the system, e.g., particular
location of embossing lines on a card, encoding format
of magnetic encoding to be provided, etc.

Random access memory (RAM) 616 principally func-
tions to store the information being processed for a
given card, and more specifically, includes first and
second portions each capable of storing a maximum
predetermined amount of data which is associated with
a single card. In general, the RAM 616 is loaded in
alternate sequence as to the two memory portions, the
system operating on the data in the one memory section
while the other section is being loaded.

Portion 620 of the basic block organization of FIG.
10 generally corresponds to the embossing and encod-
ing apparatus as hereinabove described with reference
to FIGS. 1 through 9 and particularly illustrates both
controls to such apparatus and sensor outputs from such
apparatus. Specifically included is a servo control block

622 which receives outputs from the position and veloc-

ity encoders associated with the various motors as here-
inabove described and as well outputs from the photo-
cell detector 555 (shown in FIG. 9A) associated with
the type wheels 160, 162 which detects the zero or
reference position thereof, thereby to produce a return-
to-zero signal indication output thereof, and the photo-
cell output from the timing disc sensor 550-551 associ-
ated with timing disc 544 mounted on the shaft which
drives the bail arms 520 and 522 in their oscillatory
motion. That shaft rotation establishes the basic emboss-
ing cycle and in fact the basic timing reference of the
system. The servo control block 622 as well receives
controls from the CPU 612 for controlling the driving
of the horizontal and vertical card transport mecha-
msm, and of the type wheels 160, 162 for locating the
punch and die pair for a desired character at the em-
bossing station.

Portion 620 further includes a magnetic stripe en-
coder 624 for receiving data from the RAM to be en-
coded on a given card and receiving controls from the
CPU 612 for proper timed recording of that data on the
mag strip of the card.

System control block 626 communicates with the
CPU 612 both to provide various sensor outputs and to
receive various control inputs. For example, in relation
to the feed mechanism 142 (FIGS. 5A - 5C) the timing
disc 273 driven by the motor 272 and the associated
photocell detector 275 produce an output for indicating
the picker motor position. Also another photocell sen-
sor 315, 317 (FIG. 5A) is provided to detect when a
card is successfully picked from the input hopper. Spe-
cifically, the card, when picked, blocks the light path
snd the output thus confirms both that there is a supply
of cards in the input hopper and as well that the card has
been properly fed; further, when the carriage engages
and thereafter removes the “picked” card from the
input hopper, the sensor 315, 317 is unblocked, the out-
put indicating this condition as well. A further sensor
input associated with system control 626 is the echo
check outputs of detectors 577 and 579 discussed in
relation to FIGS. 9A - 9C which confirms that the
punch and die sets have moved and performed an em-
bossing operation when a suitable command to do so
has been generated, and thereafter have returned to the
rest positions. Yet another sensor output associated with
system control 626 is that of sensor 388 associated with
the timing disc 386 driven by the motor 376 for opera-
tion of the paddle 370 (FIG. 6B) to detect and thereby
indicate the position of the paddle in the output.stacker.
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(It will be recalled that that paddle must be moved in
accordance with displacing a card into either the reject
or accept portions of the output stacker as a function of
data processing and/or mechanical errors occurring or
not occurring respectively in relation to processing of
necessary data and controls for the embossing of a given
card).

Also included in portion 620 are the topper 628 previ-
ously mentioned as an optional element in the discussion
of FIG. 3 hereinabove. A further optional component
includes an OCR printing module 629 which can print

OCR characters on the card if desired.
Communication between the various blocks 1llus-

trated in FIG. 10 is over a common interconnection bus
630 comprising an eight line parallel bus for bi-direc-
tional transmission of 8-bit data words in parallel.
Transmission over the bus 630 is effected in a time mul-
tiplexed manner; the 8 lines accommodate 8-bit data

words for this illustrative implementation, and certain

of the eight lines also carry control signals.

Embossing Locations and Character Types: Embossed
Card 110 (FIGS. 11A and 11B)

FIGS. 11A and 11B show the front and rear sides of
a typical credit card, FIG. 11B being included merely to
illustrate the provision of the magnetic stripe 630.

FI1G. 11A illustrates the type of embossing which can
be performed in one embodiment of the invention. Spe-
cifically, eight separate horizontal lines of embossing
may be provided, and each line may include either
larger or smaller type characters correspondingly em-
bossed at intervals of 7 per inch or 10 per inch, respec-
tively. Typically, OCR characters are of the larger type
at the 1/7th inch spacing. As later described, a mixed
line of larger and smaller characters may be provided as
shown in line 2. As will be apparent, the particular
characters which are embossed will be determined by
~ the types of embossing punch and die pairs installed in
a given machine. As will later become apparent, the
selection of characters for embossing is dependent only
on the particular location in the embossing wheel and
hence the internal processing of data relates to codes
identifying the angular position of the embossing wheel
and is independent of the specific characters repre-
sented by the punch and die pairs. Accordingly, any
desired characters may be installed in the system. Fur-
ther, it will be apparent that alternative embossing
wheels with suitable modifications of coding will per-
mit, up to the capacity of a given embossing wheel, the
use of any desired type, size or number of characters. In
actual practice, depending upon size of characters, from
42 to 92 different characters and symbols (e.g., punctua-
tion and other symbols) have been implemented in a

given system.

Information Format: Data Entry

Data may be entered either from the keyboard 102 or
by reading of the magnetic tape or transfer system 130.
Since the information recorded on the tape corresponds
to the same format as keyboard entry, the latter will be

described.
The information format is as follows:
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INFORMATION FORMAT

1 line no. (1 THRU 8)

A SPACE |
7/IN character spacing code (7/IN /10/IN key)
A SPACE

1

3 line location in thousandths from

1 bottom card edge

5

As noted, the line number may vary from 1 to 8, the
top line of embossing on a card always being line 1. (See
FIG. 11A). The vertical line location, although alterna-
tively entered merely by a depression of an appropriate
numbered key from 1 to 8, in the present disclosed
embodiment is instead indicated by typing in a 4 digit
number representing thousandths of an inch from the
bottom edge of the card. For example, a line located
0.500 inches from the bottom edge of the card requires
programming “05007,

To enter the data and in accordance with the format,
initially the CLEAR key 61 (FIG. 2A) is depressed to
clear the RAM 616 (FI1G. 10). The LOAD LINE LOC.
(load line location) button 21 is depressed, which serves
to simultaneously enter two types of control informa-
tion: vertical embossing line locations on the card, and
a character spacing code. Character spacing may either
be set to 7 characters per line or 10, by corresponding
actuation of buttons 79 and 80 or, if mixed characters
are to be embossed, the SPACE code is entered by
actuating the space bar 81 of the keyboard 1024. In
addition, embossing data is designated and a coded
control word EMB entered in association with the data
by actuation of button EMB number 78; conversely,
data to be magnetically encoded is designated by actua-
tion of the encode button ENC 90 to enter a corre-
sponding ENC code into memory. A space code further
is inserted between the data for each line, in addition to
the codes above indicated. Of course, if this information
is entered from tape, the appropriate codes are pre-
recorded on the tape in conjunction with the data. Like-
wise, a print code can be entered from the keyboard by
actuation of button 91. The print code will cause the
following data to be printed out by the serial printer
602. The top form button 92 will cause such printing to
occur at the beginning of each of the succession of
forms, in a conventional manner (i.e., rather than
merely providing continuous printing of continuous,
even line spacing as would otherwise occur unless the
printer were caused to advance to a specific position
following each print-out). The data for each card 1s
contained in a block which, for example, may have a
maximum of 511 frames for storing the data as well as
all control codes, search codes, etc. For this purpose,
the keyboard portion 102¢ includes a “SEARCH” but-
ton 20 which when depressed will utilize the first six
frames maximum of each block of data (as an example)
to store a search code of from 1 to 6 digits in length.

When all data for a given block is given, the END
DATA button 60 is depressed and a suitable code re-
corded.

When a complete block of data is entered on the
keyboard, the write block (WRT BLK) button S8 may
be depressed, thereby entering the block of data from
the memory onto magnetic tape. In addition, one or
more blocks of data may be organized as a file and




21
accordingly a WRITE FILE MARK (WRT) (FM) (59)
button is provided to enter a corresponding code.

Keyboard 102/Mag Tape 130 Operations

For any of the keyboard controls to function in rela-
tion to the mag tape unit, the tape transport must be in
the ON LINE mode by actuation of button 120z in
FIG. 2B. In the ON LINE mode, the other tape trans-
port controls are ineffective. Moreover, end of tape
(EOT) and beginning of tape (BOT) codes prerecorded
on the tape will be read and displayed in the display 114.

In the ON LINE mode, therefore, and returning to
the keyboard controls 102¢, when a block of data has
been entered from the keyboard, depression of WRT
BLK 58 causes recording of data from memory onto
tape. Conversely, depression of the AUTOMATIC
READ button 40 will cause data from the mag tape to

be automatically entered into memory as space becomes
available therein.

Depression of LOCAL button 38 places the mag tape

unit in the LOCAL mode whereby further actuation of
READ BLOCK FORWARD (RBFWD) button 19

will cause one block of data to be read from the tape and

entered into memory. Depression of READ BLOCK
REVERSE button 39 will cause the tape to move one

block in the reverse direction, although no data is read.
The LOCAL mode is also required for activation of the
LOAD LINE LOC button 21, WRTBLK button 58
and WRTFM batton 59. |

The final control button for the mag tape system is
the SEARCH button 20 which permits entry of a search
code on the keyboard and automatic advancing of the
tape to locate the desired block. If a FILE MARK
(FMMRK) code is read on the tape, the tape will stop
and search will be resumed only if the SEARCH button
20 1s depressed again.

Embosser/Encoder Controls

Once valid data for a card is complete in memory,
whether entered from the keyboard or from the mag
tape, actuation of RUN button 1 will cause cards to be
fed from the input hopper and processed. Upon power-
ing up of the system, it is in the CLEAR mode. Once
placed in the RUN mode, the system remains therein
until either CLEAR or HALT button 61 or 89 are
depressed or until certain error conditions occur.

RUN

Once valid data for a card is complete in memory,
RUN will cause cards to be fed from the input hopper
and processed. If no valid data is in memory, the display
will indicate NO DATA; however, the machine will
automatically process cards as soon as data is received
(NO DATA is displayed only at the time the RUN
button is pushed not when, after running several cards,
the data is exhausted. If card processing stops for any
reason except lack of data, an appropriate error message
will be displayed). When the system is powered up, it
will remain in that mode until CLEAR or HALT is
activated, or until certain error conditions occur.

HALT

Activation of the HALT button 89 at any time causes
the machine to finish processing any cards which have
already been fed from the input hopper, and then to
cease feeding cards until RUN is activated.
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CLEAR

Activation of the CLEAR button 61 at any time
invalidates all data in memory, places the system in the
HALT mode and places the mag tape unit in the

LOCAL mode. Any cards which have already been fed
from the input hopper will be rejected.

CLEAR JAM

If the machine is in a JAM condition, actuation of the
CLEAR JAM button 41 will reactivate the machine in
the mode it was in when the jam occurred. Any cards

~which were in progress when the jam occurred will be

automatically remade, provided the machine in in the
RUN mode; if the machine is in the HALT mode, the

cards will be automatically remade when placed in the
RUN mode.

Display Indications

Display 114 may be provided by any conventional
display device with a suitable decoder for decoding the
various control codes and providing appropriate dis-
played messages to the operator. Several such displays
have been noted hereinabove. Various error conditions,
when detected by the system, are displayed. One dis-
play of interest is the JAM condition. For example,
during feeding of a card from the input hopper, the feed
photocell is uncovered. When the carriage picks up the
card and removes same from the hopper, the feed pho-
tocell is uncovered. If the feed photocell is not uncov-
ered at the proper time, the display indicates FEED
ERR and the machine automatically enters the HALT
mode. Once the photocell has been covered, it must be
uncovered at the proper time or the machine will enter
the JAM mode and the display will indicate FEED
JAM. Other conditions causing the JAM mode include
failure of a card to cover the output photocell near the
output stacker within a proper time interval following
its initial feed, or the condition that one of the servos
does not reach a commanded position within a certain
time. Similarly, if the type wheels do not return to their
rest or zero position following embossing a card, a JAM
condition will result. Under any of the JAM conditions,
power is removed from the servos and the embossing
motor, and the display indicates JAM. Further display
indications include the full condition of either the out-
put (accept) or reject portions of the output hopper
detected by switches 51 and 52, resulting in the machine
entering the HAL'T mode.

Data Processing Operations

The general philosophy of data processing, or manip-
ulation, in the subject system is to analyze the data
representing characters to be embossed in relation to
the system mechanics, and particularly, the position of
the embossing wheel and the possible horizontal and
vertical (X-Y) positions of the card to be embossed, as
positioned by the carriage mechanism. As will be re-
called, the ROM 614 stores various configuration infor-
mation regarding the mechanism including the se-
quence of embossing characters on the embossing wheel
and the various X, Y coordinate positions of the card
carriage. As to the latter, the horizontal and vertical
transport mechanisms may have a “0” (zero) reference
position, such as the upper most left position of the .
carriage which the carriage assumes upon completion
of embossing of a card and depositing same in the out-
put stack here. It will be in the uppermost position since
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the lines are embossed on the card in the line number
sequence as shown in FIG. 11A and hence, line 8 is the
last line to be embossed which implies the highest posi-
tion of the carriage.

The distance from the reference point to the input
hopper for engaging a newly picked or fed card then is
a known X-Y displacement. Likewise, the distance of
movement of a carriage from the input hopper to the
first embossing position of a card is known.

Further regarding the general philosphy of operation,
the system functions are organized to require the least
mechanical movement with regard to the highest inertia
portion of the system for the embossing operation.
Thus, the embossing wheel, the highest inertial system,
is selected to be moved the least. This implies that the
embosser wheel is rotated only once in the embossing of
each card. The card itself being far lighter, in conjunc-
tion with the carriage and the horizontal and vertical
transport mechanisms, the next highest inertia system is
the vertical transport, and the least is the horizontal
transport. Accordingly, with the embossing wheel posi-
tioned for a given character, the card 1s transported
horizontally through each line to each position requir-
ing that character embossment and then indexed verti-
cally to the next line and transported horizontally
through that line, until all embossing character positions
of each line, for all lines in sequence, have been pres-
ented to the embossing wheel to receive embossment of
the given character at the current type wheel position.
The type wheel 1s then indexed and the card transport
repeated, until all characters to be embossed have been
embossed.

It therefore follows that the data must be analyzed to
determine which character position in each line, for all
lines in succession, which are to receive a given charac-
ter embossment and, as to the characters, for each char-
acter in the succession in which those characters are
provided by the embossing wheel.

To continue the general description for a moment, 1n
the above comments regarding transport of the card
from the input hopper to a first embossing position, this
first position will not necessarily receive the first char-
acter to which the wheel is rotated. Instead, a different
card position may be intended to receive an emboss-
ment of that character. Accordingly, a further calcula-
tion may be required to determine a further displace-
ment of the card to a subsequent embossing position on
a given line or to a subsequent line even, prior to the
first embossing operation occurring.

Accordingly, the input data stored in the RAM 616
for a given block and thus a given card is analyzed, in
the sequence which it is presented and stored, to estab-
lish three control numbers for each character. The first
control number is the type wheel address for that char-
acter. The second control number is the horizontal
location of that character measured from an arbitrary
zero reference. This reference is the aforedescribed first
embossing position on the first line of embossing loca-
tions on the card. Moreover, as before noted, the first
embossing location for all lines are vertically aligned
and hence, the zero horizontal location reference 1is
common for all lines. It moreover, follows that the first
embossing location is a specific distance relative to the
~left-hand or leading edge of the card. As also before
noted, different character spacings are required for the
different types of characters and correspondingly, the
spacings may be 7 or 10 per inch. For convenience,
using “70” as the lowest common denominator, the
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X-directions displacements are calculated as a function
of 1/70 of an inch of motion of the card. The position
encoder 224 associated with the horizontal transport
motor 218 accordingly generates an output pulse for
every 1/70 of an inch of motion of the carriage.

The third control number generated and stored for
each character is the line in which that character oc-
curs. In this regard, it will be recalled that the line loca-
tions are entered as four digits representing 1/1000th of
an inch and stored (after dividing by four) as numbers
representing 4/100th of an inch. Accordingly, the en-
coder 254 associated with the vertical transport motor
250 outputs a pulse for every 4/1000th of an inch of
movement of the card in the vertical (Y) direction.

When the three control numbers have been calcu-
lated and stored for each of the characters of each of the
lines of the block of data for a given card, the particular
identity of the individual characters is no longer of
significance. — i.e., the type wheel, when positioned at
the address defined by the first code number and when
selectively actuated, will emboss the character of the
given punch and die pair of that type wheel address
onto the card; the card, moreover, will have been posi-
tioned at the X, Y displacement defined by the second
and third control numbers, relative to the arbitrary zero
reference X, Y coordinate.

Alternative schemes for sorting the embossing data
can be implemented, as will be apparent to those skilled
in the art. A preferred approach is merely to scan
through the code numbers associated with the character
data stored in memory and to examine the type wheel
addresses. The second and third control numbers, in
sequence by line and for the successive lines having that
same character code, as now identified by the common,
corresponding type wheel address control number are
identified and preferably stored in conjunction with the
type wheel address in a further portion of memory. This
scanning and examination is performed for the type
wheel addresses in the ascending order for the entire
block of data. Thus, the data is sorted in ascending
wheel addresses with ascending line locations and as-
cending character embossing positions, (i.e., horizontal,
or X positions) for each line location. It will seen that
the horizontal position control number represents an
actual physical measurement, or displacement, of the
embossing character location from the zero reference.
Conversely, the horizontal line location control num-
ber, rather than being a physical measurement (i.e., the
coding of line location by 4/1000th of an inch as herein-
above described) instead may be merely a code identify-
ing a given line number, the ROM 614 then providing
the count (number control) value corresponding to the
required, accumulated count of the data output of the
vertical transport encoder 254 for raising the card to the
line designated by the second control number.

FIG. 12 is a flow chart generally indicating these
operations. Data from the mag tape or the keyboard 1s
entered and the position and type of each character is
determined relative to the O reference in the step labeled
“oenerate relative card position”. Following that, the
data is sorted in relation to the wheel position for as-
cending wheel addresses, and by character position on
the card.

The embossing wheel 160, 162 then is moved to the
character position for the first control number thus
determined and stored. Then, for that character, the
distance the card has to move from its reference to each
position to be embossed by that character is computed;
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these computations may be performed in successive
computation intervals coordinated with the actual card
transport and embossing operations, or independently
thereof with suitable storage of the computational re-
sults. As a further alternative, the computations may be 5
performed initially and the second and third control
numbers stored in associated with each type wheel
address control number may actually identify the neces-
sary card displacement from a preceding position. The
card then is moved the necessary distance, the speed of 10
motion being controlled through the velocity servos as
a function of the total distance to be moved and the
motor tachometer outputs from the horizontal and ver-
tical mechanisms. When the servo loops confirm that
the card is properly positioned, the character is em-
bossed. Each character for that wheel position is em-
bossed in sequence by position on a given line and in
succession for the successive lines. The wheel then is
advanced to the next successive character address and,
when the last character of the last address required to be
embossed has been embossed, the card advances to the
output stacker. The card is deflected into the accept or
reject portions of the output stacker, as a function of the
error checks. If an error occurred, data for that card
will be retained in memory and an effort will be made to
emboss the data onto a new card. As a typical, the
number of unsuccessful repeated attempts can be lim-
ited.

FIG. 13 is a block diagram of the servo control block
622 of FIG. 10 and includes a horizontal servo system
650, a vertical servo system 670 and an embossing wheel
servo system 680. Each of these is substantially identical
in its form and hence, only the horizontal servo 650 is
described.

Shown in connection with horizontal servo 650 are
the horizontal transport motor 218, and its associated
tachometer 222 and shaft encoder 224. As before noted,
the shaft encoder 224 outputs a pulse for every 1/70 of
an inch of motion of the card in the horizontal (X)
direction.

As before noted, the interconnection bus 630 (FIG.
10) is shared in a time multiplexed manner. Accord-
ingly, in FIG. 13, switch 690 selectively connects with
the horizontal, vertical and wheel servos under control
of control signals received from the CPU 612 which are 45
decoded by decoder 694 to provide the appropriate
control through switch driver 696, as indicated.
Whereas a mechanical switch 690 is illustrated, this, of
course, would be implemented as an electronic switch-
ing device. Within each of the servos and for example, 50
servo 650, there further is provided a velocity/position
selection switch 698. |

The shaft encoder 224 is shown as a two phase shaft
encoder providing output transitions, the number of
which indicate position displacement. Specifically, out- 55
put 700 is supplied through a digitzier 702 to provide
digital pulses to the CPU 612.

The CPU 612 updates the current position as pulses
from 702 are received, then compares the current posi-
tion of the card with the required displacement, as pre-
viously calculated, and generates a digital data word
corresponding to a velocity input, and which is calcu-
lated as a function of the remaining displacement neces-
sary for transporting the card to its destination, i.e., the
next embossing location. That digital velocity word is
converted by D/A converter 706 to an analog velocity
value, and supplied through switch 690 (currently set to
the horizontal servo 650) for storage in an analog mem-
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ory schematically indicated as a capacitor 708. An oper-
ational amplifier 710 of unity gain supplies the velocity
analog signal to a comparator 712 which receives at a
subtracting input the output of tachometer 220. The
resulting output of the comparator 712 through the
switch 698, which at this time would be set to its upper,
velocity control position, then is supplied through
power amplifier 715 to drive the motor 218 at the ap-
propriate speed to achieve the calculated card transport
velocity.

The comparator 714 receives the tachometer 220
output at its substracting input and the output 716 of the
two phase shaft encoder 224 at its summing input, the
output of comparator 714 being supplied through
switch 698 in its “position” position. Switch 698 is
moved to the “position” position by the zero velocity
detect and decoder circuitry 694 when the CPU 612
outputs a zero velocity signal. The encoder output 716
is used as a position signal, and the servo zeros on the
encoder signal zero point. The tachometer input to
comparator 714 provides dynamic damping when in the
position mode (any velocity signal causes the motor to

be driven in the opposite direction, i.e., towards zero
velocity).

Operation

The preferred embodiment of the invention operates
in the manner as now described. The entire distance
from the input hopper at which a card is initially
grasped by the carriage to a reference position of the
card relative to the embossing wheels is defined as a
number of discrete displacements such as may be de-
fined by a count of some maximum count value. For
convenience and with due recognition of conventional
data handling circuits, it has been found adequate to
define this distance by a 16 bit word, the count capacity
of approximately a maximum of 65,000 thus corre-
sponding to 65,000 separately identifiable positions be- -
tween the input hopper and the reference position of the
card. A similar organization defines about 65,000 posi-
tions from that reference position of the card relatively
to the embossing wheels to the output stacker. As well,
the vertical displacement of the card transport mecha-
nism both in picking a card from the input hopper and
depositing same in the output stacker can be defined by
digital count value words as hereinabove discussed. As
also before noted, the Y or vertical displacement can be
either a code number identifying a particular line loca-
tion, the count value of which is stored in the RAM 616
or, conversely, may itself be a count value stored as the
second control word for each character. In either case,
the appropriate information is stored in the RAM 616
for these major excursions or transport paths of the card
between the input hopper and the output stacker rela-
tively to the reference position of th card with regard to
the embossing wheels.

As above alluded to, embossing data for cards may be
derived from the magnetic tape of transport system 130
and read directly and stored in the RAM 616 for a given
card. While that stored data is being operated upon, a
subsequent block of data for embossing a subsequent
card may be loaded in a second portion of the RAM
616.

Preferably, the above discussed sorting of the data to
place it in the order of ascending embossing wheel ad-
dresses (first control word) and then in order of the
horizontal line numbers (second control word) and
finally in the order of character locations within each
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line (third control number) is performed. With the data
thus sorted, embossing operations can be initiated, pre-
ceded by the transport of the card to the embossing
wheel reference position.

The general system timing during embossing 1is
shown in the timing chart of FIG. 14. Waveform 14-1 1s
the basic timing rate of the system and is generated by
the photocell detector 551 of FIG. 9A which detects
each revolution of the main timing, or embossing shaft
542 which drives the embossing apparatus. Each pulse
in the waveform 14-1 thus corresponds to one complete
revolution of the timing disc 544 and hence of the em-
bossing shaft.

When the card is at its reference position and with
respect to the flow chart of FIG. 12, the embossing
wheel is rotated to its first character address position
and the sorted data in RAM 616 is read-out for the first
character to be embossed and based on the second and
third control numbers therefore, the distance which the
card must move is computed. The card then is moved
under control of the servos, which timing function 1s
indicated in waveform 14-1. As before noted, the veloc-
ity position switch 698 of FIG. 13 is currently in its
velocity position during card transport under servo
control. During the interval thus indicated, the CPU
612 (FIG. 10) calculates the desired card/wheel posi-
tion and then supplies appropriate velocity signals as
outputs to the control circuitry and specifically the
servos as seen in FIG. 13 and moreover during the
interval A-B seen in FIG. 14. When the control cir-
cuitry of FIG. 13 detects that the desired position is
achieved, the CPU 612 produces a zero velocity com-
mand output, illustrated as occurring at time B in FIG.
14, the command from the CPU 612 being decoded by
zero velocity detect and decoder circuit 694. The latter
then sets switch 698 to the “position” setting, or mode,
and the servo, for example the horizontal servo 650,
then locks onto the encoder output 701 to maintain that
position. Specifically, comparator 714 will compare the
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outputs from tachometer 220 and the position output of 40

encoder 224 to maintain the position thus achieved.

When the output 14-1 of the embossed timing photo-
cell 551 goes high as seen in FIG. 14 and labeled as
timing point C, the CPU 612 is signalled that the em-
bossing apparatus and the card are now in the proper
relative positions to emboss the character and accord-
ingly the embossing solenoids are fired and held until
the output of the embossed timing photocell 551 (14-1)
goes low at timing point D. The subsequent rising of the
output of the embossed timing photocell 551 (14-1) at
timing point E signals that the embossing cycle 1s com-
plete and the CPU 612 then energizes the servos for
transporting the card to the next desired position for
embossing. Again, the CPU 612 computes the distance
the card must move to the next embossing position,
based on the data stored in the RAM 616. The cycle
then repeats, for each character of each line, in succes-
sion, and finally for all characters in succession in the
ascending order of the characters on the embossing
wheel.

From FIG. 14, it will then be apparent that a maxi-
mum rate of embossing will be to emboss every other
cycle of the embossing shaft rotation and thus for every
other emboss timing pulse 14-1. The rate of revolution
of the embossing shaft and thus the rate of the embossed
timing pulses 14-1 illustratively may be such to establish
a 50 millisecond interval between successive emboss
timing pulses, and thus embossing cycles. Accordingly,
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the maximum rate of successive embossing operattons
implies that the card can be moved to its next embossing
position within that cycle and thus within 50 millisec-
onds. A current design of the system of the invention is
capable of rotating the embossing wheel by two charac-
ter positions within 50 milliseconds and of moving the
card one-half of its length in either of the horizontal and
vertical directions of motion thereof. Since the average
time required for rotating the embossing wheel by two
character positions and for moving the card about one-
half of its length in the horizontal direction or one-half
of the height of displaced horizontal lines in the vertical
direction, this timing arrangement implies that a major-
ity of characters will be embossed at the above noted
maximum rate of one every two basic timing intervals
and hence every 100 milliseconds. Since, however,
greater displacements may be required, FIG. 14 illus-
trates a broken line in each timing function 14-1 to 14-4
to emphasize that where the card transport and hence
the servo control exceeds the 50 millisecond interval,
the next embossing operation will occur at the next
embossed timing pulse which follows the termination of
the servo control functions.

Consistent with an economical design objective, the
CPU 612 may be implemented as a microprocessor
having only sufficient capacity to perform the sorting
operations and the data processing and servo control
above discussed. Hence, data processing such as data
input and sorting operations occur during different time
intervals than those required for servo control by the
CPU 612. A greater capacity CPU, of course, could
perform such functions simultaneously or in desired
time sequential, coordinated manner.

In the preferred embodiment, and for example where
keyboard information is supplied for embossing, the
keyboard 102 (FIG. 10) includes an input buffer having
adequate capacity for storing a desired number (.e.g, 64)
of characters. During embossing operations and thus in
those intervals between timing points B and E in FIG.
14, the CPU can read out the buffer memory for the
keyboard and store the input data in the RAM 616.
Hence, the limited capacity buffer for the keyboard 1s
sufficient to assure that, based on basic system timing
functions, keyboard input data can be buffered for stor-
age simultaneously with the embossing operations, the
rate of read out of that buffer, of course, greatly exceed-
ing the actual time requirements for embossing opera-
tions. As will likewise be appreciated, the vartous data
processing functions in relation to the sorting of the
input data requires only milliseconds of processing time.
Hence, high speed operation with some time shared
features of the processor contribute to maximum effi-
ciency and speed of operation compatible with low cost
design objective.

When a card is completely embossed, as detected by
a suitable code in the sorted data stored in the RAM 616
for that card, the CPU 612 is signalled to return the card
to its reference position and then the pre-established
horizontal and vertical displacement information 1s de-
rived from the ROM 614 to enable the CPU 612 to
control the servos for the card transport mechanism
thereby to transport the card to the output stacker.

Any of various error conditions such as detected by
an improper sequence of, or timing of, photocell out-
puts (e.g., such as those of the card picker/detector
photocell sensor 315, 317) can serve to identify an error
to the CPU 612, which responds by deflecting the card
to the reject portion of the output stacker. Likewise,
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failure of any of the echo photocell detectors (indicat-
ing that a character was not mechanically embossed or
not embossed properly) as well can provide an error
output to the CPU 612. In any such error sitution, or
conversely when no error occurs, the CPU 612 issuesa $
command to the actuating mechanism 144 for the out-
put stacker to move the paddle and thereby cause de-
flection of the processed card into the corresponding
reject or accept positions of the output stacker 106, as

above described. 10

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, the present invention has been shown
to afford a compact and relatively LOW cost, yet
highly efficient and flexible embossing system which is
fully automated in operation and affords a through-put
rate satisfying the requirements of many applications.
Whereas in the specifically disclosed embodiment, ref-
erence is made to embossing of plastic cards such as
conventional credit cards, any suitable medium can
readily be embossed and accordingly it is to be under-
stood that reference to a card, or document hereinabove
and in the claims which follow is intended to encompass
any such alternative medium. As one example, a practi-
cal application of the present system has been for em-
bossing metal plates such as used for various identifica-
tion purposes such as in metal processing, such plates as
well being found in use for vehicle identification and the
like. Further, whereas an embossing wheel has been
disclosed and is the preferred embodiment, the control
system of the invention through its servo control loops
and associated sensors, with suitable modifications, as
well could be employed to control alternative forms of
movable supports wherein the embossing elements are
carried at locations which may be identified by corre- 35
sponding addresses for selective control thereof in posi-
tioning a desired embossing punch and die pair with the
medium thereafter being moved to receive embossing at
each location as required. The disclosed embodiment
does provide for card transport in what have been de-
scribed as horizontal and vertical directions and these
are to be understood as generic to and therefore encom-
passing the controlled movement of the transport sys-
tem in a manner consistent with the inertial consider-
ations for optimizing movement capabilities while mini-
mizing the force necessary for accomplishing those
transport functions. For example, a mechanical arrange-
ment having alternative inertial considerations such that
the inertia in the vertical direction is less than the hori-
zontal would be controlled by the present system to
perform the vertical transport operation more fre-
quently than the horizontal. Further, reference to as-
cending addresses as to the type wheel signifies that the
address of the embossing elements are ordered and,
pursuant to the invention, a single rotation (cycle of 55
movement) of the type wheel is all that is required for
embossing the card with any desired ones of the punch
and die elements in every desired location on the card.
Further, it is to be appreciated that alternative schemes
of processing of the data identifying the embossing to be 60
performed may be developed and hence the processing
as specifically disclosed, while preferred, is not to be
deemed limiting in scope.

Numerous modifications and adaptations of the pres-
ent invention will be apparent to those of skill in the art 65
and hence it is intended by the appended claims to
cover all such modifications and adaptations which fall
within the true spirit and scope of the invention.
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What is claimed is:

1. An automatic embossing system for embossing
documents with characters in accordance with particu-
lar character data to be embossed on each document in
a specified character location format including plural
character embossing locations along each of a predeter-
mined number of parallel, displaced embossing line
locations, comprising:

an embossing station,

a plurality of character embossing elements,

movable means for mounting said plurality of em-

bossing elements at repectively associated plural
locations thereof identified by corresponding ad-
dresses of a predetermined order,

means for driving said movable means for selectively

positioning said embossing elements at said emboss-
ing station in sequence in accordance with the
predetermined order of said respectively associated
addresses,

transport means for transporting a document to be

embossed to said embossing station for selectively
positioning said embossing character locations of
said lines thereof at said embossing station, in a
predetermined transport sequence as to said char-
acter and said line embossing locations,

means for controlling said driving means for selec-

tively positioning said embossing elements of said
movable means at said embossing station in said
addess-ordered sequence thereof and in accor-
dance with the character data to be embossed on a
given document, said controlling means further
controlling said transport means for selectively
positioning at said embossing station, and in said
predetermined transport sequence, each character
embossing location of a document to be embossed
by the embossing element currently positioned at
said station, in succession for all characters of the
character data in accordance with said address-
ordered sequence of said respectively associated
embossing elements, and

said embossing station includes means responsive to

sald controlling means for actuating the embossing
element of said movable means currently posi-
tioned at said embossing station, to emboss the
corresponding character onto said document at
said character embossing location thereof cur-
rently positioned at said embossing station, for each
of said character embossing locations selected to be
embossed by said corresponding character in said
predetermined transport sequence, and for each of
said characters of the character data to be em-
bossed in said address-ordered sequence of said
embossing elements of said movable means.

2. A system as recited in claim 1 wherein said control-
ling means includes:

means for receiving the character data to be em-

bossed, said character data being encoded in accor-
dance with a first control number corresponding to
the location address for the corresponding emboss-
ing element in said movable means, a second num-
ber corresponding to the character position within
a line, and a third number corresponding to the line
location for each character to be embossed on said
document in accordance with said character data,
and

said means for controlling includes means for sorting

said character data for a document to be embossed
as to said first control numbers in accordance with
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said address-ordered sequence of locations of said
corresponding embossing elements.

3. An automatic embossing system as recited in claim

1 wherein said movable means comprises:

a rotatable wheel having disposed about the periph-
ery thereof said plurality of locations identified by
corresponding addresses, and

means for mounting said wheel for rotation thereby
to position said embossing elements selectively and
individually at said embossing station.

4. An automatic embossing system as recited in claim

3 wherein said wheel includes first and second coaxial

rim portions of a common radius resPectwely carrying
punch and die element pairs, each said pair correspond-
ing to a character to be embossed, said paired elements
being disposed for movement in substantially parallel
axial relation relative to the axis of rotation of said
wheel.

5. An automatic embossing system as recited in claim
4 wherein said wheel includes axially aligned grooves in
the first and secnd rim portions thereof for receiving in
said aligned grooves the corresponding punch and die
elements of each pair therof.

6. An automatic embossing system as recited in claim
5 wherein there is further provided resilient means in
each said wheel rim engaging said embossing elements
for normally maintaining said embossing elements in a
withdrawn position.
7. An automatic embossing system as recited in claim
6 wherein said actuating means includes:

an embossing shaft driven in constant rotation,

first and second bail arms mounted for pivotal move-

ment in a plane transverse to said embossing wheel

‘shaft,
an eccentric driven by said main embossing wheel

shaft,
a linkage joining said eccentric to said bail arms at

one extremity thereof to drive said bail arms in
continuous reversing pivotal movement of an ex-
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tent to produce at the opposite extremity thereof 40

sufficient movement to drive said embossing ele-
ments from said withdrawn positions thereof to
engaged positions for embossing a document at a
desired character embossing location, and

interposer means selectively actuable to be disposed
between said bail arms and said embossing elements
thereby to cause said bail arms to drive said em-
bossing elements into engagement for embossing a
document currently positioned at the embossing
station.

8. An automatic embossing system for embossing
documents with characters in accordance with particu-
lar character data to be embossed on each document in
a specified character location format including plural
character embossing locations along each of a predeter-
mined number of parallel, displaced embossing line
locations, comprising:

an embossing station,

a plurality of character embossing elements,

movable means for mounting said plurality of em-

bossing elements at respectively associated plural
locations thereof identified by corresponding ad-
dresses of a predetermined order,

means for driving said movable means for selectively

positioning said embossing elements at said emboss-
ing station in sequence in accordance with the
predetermined order of said respectively associated

addresses,
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transport means for transporting a document to be
embossed to said embossing station for selectively
positioning said embossing character locations of
said lines thereof at said embossing station, in a
predetermined transport sequence as to said char-
acter and said line embossing locations,

means for controlling said driving means for selec-

tively positioning said embossing elements of said
movable means at said embossing station in said
address-ordered sequence thereof and in accor-
dance with the character data to be embossed on a
given document, said controlling means further
controlling said transport means for selectively
positioning at said embossing station, and in said
predetermined transport sequence, each character
embossing location of a document to be embossed
by the embossing element currently positioned at
said station, in succession for all characters of the
character data in accordance with said address-
ordered sequence of said respectively associated
embossing elements,

said embossing station includes means responsive to

said controlling means for actuating the embossing
element of said movable means currently posi-
tioned at said embossing station, to emboss the
corresponding character onto said document at
said character embossing location thereof cur-
rently positioned at said embossing station, for each
of said character embossing locations selected to be
embossed by said corresponding character in said
predetermined transport sequence, and for each of
said characters of the character data to be em-
bossed in said address-ordered sequence of said .
embossing elements of said movable means,

said controlling means includes means for receiving

the character data to be embossed, said character
data being encoded in accordance with a first con-
trol number corresponding to the location address
for the corresponding embossing element in said
movable means, a second number corresponding to
the character position within a line, and a third
number corresponding to the line location for each
character to be embossed on said document
accordance with said character data,

said means for controlling includes means for sorting

said character data for a document to be embossed
as to said first control numbers in accordance with
said address-ordered sequence of locations of said
corresponding embossing elements and,

said controlling means further includes means respon-

sive to the character data to be embossed for deter-
mining, with respect to a reference position of said
document relative to said embossing station, the
distance the document must be transported for the
successive embossing line locations of a card and
for the character locations in each line at which a
given, common character embossing is to ‘be per-
formed, for each said character of said character
data in said address-ordered sequence of said re-
spectively corresponding embossing elements, and
said controlling means controls said transport
means to transport a document in accordance with
each said determined distance.

9. A system as recited in claim 8 wherein said emboss—
ing elements include elements for embossing characters
of at least first and second different widths and wherein
said character data to be embossed is encoded to i1den-
tify the width thereof, and wherein said controlling
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means includes means for calculating the distance from
said reference to the corresponding character location
position in a given embossing line, in accordance with
said character location format and as a function of the
respective character widths for the preceding character 5
embossing locations of said given line.

10. An automatic embossing system for embossing
documents with characters in accordance with particu-
lar character data to be embossed on each document in
a specified character location format including plural 10
character embossing locations along each of a predeter-
mined number of parallel, displaced embossing line
locations, comprising;:

an embossing station,

a plurality of character embossing elements, 15

movable means for mounting said plurality of em-

bossing elements at respectively associated plural
locations thereof identified by corresponding ad-
dresses of a predetermined order,

means for driving said movable means for selectively 20

positioning said embossing elements at said emboss-
ing station in sequence in accordance with the
predetermined order of said respectively associated
addresses, |

transport means for transporting a document to be 25

embossed to said embossing station for selectiely
positioning said embossing character locations of
satd lines thereof at said embossing station, in a
predetermined transport sequence as to said char-
acter and said line embossing locations, 30
means for controlling said driving means for selec-
tively positioning said embossing elements of said
movable means at said embossing station in said
address-ordered sequence thereof and in accor-
dance with the character data to be embossed on a 35
given document, said controlling means further
controlling said transport means for selectively
positioning at said embossing station, and in said
predetermined transport sequence, each character
embossing location of a document to be embossed 40
by the embossing element currently positioned at
said station, in succession for all characters of the
character data in accordance with said address-
ordered sequence of said respectively associated
embossing elements, 45
said embossing station includes means responsive to
said controlling means for actuating the embossing
element of said movable means currently posi-
tioned at said embossing station, to emboss the
corresponding character onto said document at 50
sald character embossing location thereof cur-
rently positioned at said embossing station for each
of said character embossing locations selected to be
embossed by said corresponding character in said

34

said means for controlling includes means for sorting
said character data for a document to be embossed
as to said first control numbers in accordance with
said address-ordered sequence of locations of said
corresponding embossing elements,

said transport means includes a horizontal support,
means for vertically displacing said horizontal sup-
port relatively to said embossing station, and car-
riage means mounted on said horizontal support for
horizontal displacement thereby to position selec-
tively the character embossing locations of a given
line at said embossing station, and

said controlling means for said transport means in-
cludes a vertical servo system for vertically posi-
tioning said horizontal transport means and a hori-
zontal servo means for moving said carriage means
relative to said horizontal support, and

said driving means for said movable means comprises
a servo system for driving said movable means, and
wherein |

said controlling means for said driving means in-
cludes means for providing a control output to said
servo system thereof corresponding to the extent of
each movement of said movable means for selec-
tively positioning a first and each successive one of
said address-ordered embossing elements at said
embossing station in accordance with the character
data to be embossed for a given document, and

said controlling means for said transport means in-
cludes means for producing control outputs to said
vertical and horizontal servo systems correspond-
ing to the respective distances for moving said
horizontal support means and said carriage to posi-
tion said document for each said line and character
embossing location thereof at said embossing sta-
tion, in accordance with said predetermined docu-
ment transport sequence as to each character, and
in accordance with said address-ordered sequence
for each of successive characters to be embossed on
a given document.

11. An automatic embossing system as recited in

claim 10 wherein there is further provided:

an input hopper for receiving a supply of documents
to be embossed and including feeder means for
feeding an individual said document,

said controlling means issuing a control to said feeder
means to feed a single document from said supply
thereof and controlling said vertical and horizontal
servo systems to dispose said carriage to engage
and transport said individual, fed document from
said input hopper to said reference position at said
embossing station.

12. An automatic embossing system as recited in

predetermined transport sequence, and for each of 55 claim 11 wherein there is further provided:

sald characters of the character data to be em-
bossed in said address-ordered sequence of said
embossing elements of said movable means,

said controlling means includes means for receiving

. the character data to be embossed, said character 60

data being encoded in accordance with a first con-
trol number corresponding to the location address
for the corresponding embossing element in said
movable means, a second number corresponding to
the character position within a line, and a third 65
number corresponding to the line location for each
character to be embossed on said document in
accordance with said character data,

an output stacker for receiving cards from said car-
riage means and having accept and reject portions,
satd output stacker including:
means for resiliently engaging a card received 1n
said output stacker from said carriage means at a
position intermediate said accept and reject por-
tions, |
deflection means selectively positionable 1nitially at
one of first and second opposite sides of said
resilient engaging means corresponding to said
accept and reject portions thereof and selec-
tively movable in corresponding first and second
opposite directions to the respectively opposite
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said side, and said controlling means further
includes:

means for detecting an error condition in the em-
bossing of a document and producing an error
condition indication, 5

means for normally positioning said deflection
means at said first side of said resilient energizing
means prior to said carriage depositing a docu-
ment in said output stacker and thereafter mov-
ing said deflection means in said first direction to 10

deflect a document received by said energizing
means in said first direction, beyond said resilient
engaging means and into said accept portion of
said output stacker and, in response to receipt of
an error condition indication, positioning said 15
deflection means at said second side prior to said
carriage depositing a document in said output
stacker and thereafter moving said deflection
means to deflect said document received in said
resilient engagement means of said output 20
stacker in said second direction beyond said re-
silient engagement means and into said reject
stacker, said resilient engagement means thereby
separating documents which have been em-
bossed correctly from documents embossed in- 25

correctly.

13. An automatic embossing system as recited in
claim 12 wherein:

said resilient engagement means comprises a pair of

arms resiliently mounted for receiving therebe- 30
tween opposite parallel edges of a document, said
deflecting means deflecting a card from said resil-
ient engagement thereof.

14. An automatic embossing system for embossing
documents with characters in accordance with particu- 35
lar character data to be embossed on each document in
a specified character location format including plural
character embossing locations along each of a predeter-
mined number of parallel, displaced embossing line
locations, comprising: 40

an embossing station,

a plurality of character embossing elements,

movable means for mounting said plurality of em-

bossing elements at respectively assoctated plural
locations thereof identified by corresponding ad- 45
dresses of a predetermined order,

means for driving said movable means for selectively

positioning said embossing elements at said emboss-
ing station in sequence in accordance with the
predetermined order to said respectively associated 50
addresses,

transport means for transporting a document to be

embossed to said embossing station for selectively
positioning said embossing character locations of
said lines thereof at said embossing station, in a 55
predetermined f{ransport sequence as to said char-
acter and said line embossing locations,

means for controlling said driving means for selec-

tively positioning said embossing elements of said
movable means at said embossing station in said 60
address-ordered sequence thereof and in accor-
dance with the character data to be embossed on a
given document, said controlling means further
controlling said transport means for selectively
positioning at said embossing station, and in said 65
predetermined transport sequence, each character
embossing location of a document t0 be embossed
by the embossing element currently positioned at

36

said station, in succession for all characters of the
character data in accordance with said address-
ordered sequence of said respectively associated
embossing elements, |

said embossing station includes means responsive to
said controlling means for actuating the embossing
element of said movable means currently posi-
tioned at said embossing station, to emboss the
corresponding character onto said document at
said character embossing location thereof cur-
rently positioned at said embossing station, for each
of said character embossing locations selected to be
embossed by said corresponding character in said
predetermined transport sequence, and for each of
said characters of the character data to be em-
bossed in said address-ordered sequence of said
embossing elements of said movable means,

said movable means comprise a rotatable wheel hav-
ing disposed about the periphery thereof said plu-
rality of locations identified by corresponding ad-

dresses,
means for mounting said wheel for rotation thereby

to position said embossing elements selectively and
individually at said embossing station,

said wheel includes first and second coaxial rim por-
tions of a common radius respectively carrying
punch and die element pairs, each said pair corre-
sponding to a character to be embossed, said paired
elements being disposed for movement in substan-
tially parallel axial relation relative to the axis of
rotation of said wheel, |

said wheel further includes axially aligned grooves in
the first and second rim portions thereof for receiv-
ing in said aligned grooves the corresponding
punch and die elements of each pair thereof, and
wherein there is further provided resilient means in
each said wheel rim engaging said embossing ele-
ments for normally maintaining said embossing
elements in a withdrawn position,

said actuating means includes an embossing shaft
driven in constant rotation,

first and second bail arms mounted for pivotal move-
ment in a plane transverse to said embossing shaft,

an eccentric driven by said embossing shatft,
a linkage joining said eccentric to said bail arms at

one extremity thereof to drive said bail arms in K

continuous reversing pivotal movement of an ex-
tent to produce at the opposite extremity thereof
sufficient movement to drive said embossing ele-
ments from said withdrawn positions thereof to
engaged positions for embossing a document at a
desired character embossing location, and

interposer means selectively actuable to be disposed
between said bail arms and said embossing elements
thereby to cause said bail arms to drive said em-
bossing elements into engagement for embossing a
document currently positioned at the embossing
station, and

there is further provided at said embossing station
first and second retractor means respectively in-
cluding resilient means for maintaining same in a
rest position and a portion for engaging a mating
portion of a corresponding one of said embossing
elements of a pair, said embossing elements of a
pair, when actuated to said engaged position for
embossing a document, moving said retractor
means forward against said resilient biasing thereof
and, upon completion of embossing and while said
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bail arms are returning through said pivotal move-
ment thereof, said resilient retaining means return-
ing the associated retractor means to said rest posi-
tions thereof, said retractor means positively en-
gaging the respective embossing elements cur- 5
rently at said embossing station and withdrawing
same to said withdrawn position.

15. An automatic embossing system for embossing
documents with characters in accordance with particu-
lar character data to be embossed in a specified charac- 10
ter location format including plural character locations
along each of a predetermined number of parallel, dis-
placed embossing line locations, comprising:

an embossing station,

a plurality of pairs of character embossing punch and 15
die elements,

a rotatable embossing wheel with plural, spaced loca-
tions at a common radius about the periphery
thereof for receiving corresponding ones of said
pairs of punch and die elements, respectively, said 20
locations being identified by corresponding ad-
dresses of ascending order and identifying the re-
Spectwely associated pairs of emhossmg element
pairs, the punch and die of each pair belng in paral-
lel axial alignment and spaced apart in a rest posi- 25
tion for receiving a document therebetween and
actuable to an engaged position for embossing such
document therebetween,

means for mounting said embossing wheel for rota-
tion relatively to said embossing station for selec- 30
tively positioning the punch and die element pairs
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embossing station, said transport control means
supplying a vertical control signal to said vertical
servo system for vertically displacing said horizon-
tal. support relative to said embossing station
thereby to correspondingly and selectively posi-
tion each of said embossing line locations of a docu-
ment engaged by said carriage means, and for sup-
plying a horizontal control signal to said horizontal
servo system for moving said carriage means to
correspondingly, selectively position the character
embossing locations of a given embossing line at
said embossing station for embossing by the em-
bossing punch and die pair currently positioned at
said embossing station, said transport control
means issuing said control signals in a predeter-
mined transport sequence to effect said selective
positioning for each successive, selected character
embossing location of a given line, and in sequence
for each of said line locations, and

said embossing station includes means for actuating

the embossing punch and die pair currently posi-
tioned at said embossing station to emboss the cor-
responding character onto said document at each
character embossing location presented at said
embossing station in accordance with said prede-
termined transport sequence, and for each charac-
ter of the character data to be embossed in accor-
dance with said ascending order of said addresses
reSpectively associated with said character emboss-
ing punch and die palrs

at said embossing station, 16. A system as recited in claim 13 further mcludlng

means for driving said embossing wheel including a means for entering said character data to be embossed
servo system for receiving a wheel control signal on a given docun:_lent‘ for each of plpral documents, said
establishing the extent of rotation of said wheel in 35 character _data b?mg ma predetf.trmmed data format and
accordance with the ascending order of addresses =~ StqUence including, for each said character, at least the

thereof for positioning a selected embossing punch line

location thereof and a coded identification of the

and die pair at said embossing station and including c:haracter for each successive character of each said

sensor means associated with said wheel for deter- line,

mining the extent of rotation of said wheel from a 40  MEans for receiving and storing the encoded charac-

reference position thereof established in relation to

ter data as entered,

said embossing station and for determining the rate memory means for maintaining a stored correlation of

of rotation of said wheel,

control means for controlling the extent and rate of
rotation of said wheel in accordance with character 45
data to be embossed on a given document, includ-

the identification of the characters of the punch
and die pairs respectively associated with the as-

cending ordered addresses of said embossing
wheel, and

1ng means for calculating the successive amounts of data processing means including means for identify-

rotation of said wheel from said reference position
to the successive rotated positions corresponding
to the successive characters to be embossed on said 50
given document in accordance with said character
data therefore and said address-ordered sequence
of said character embossing elements, and generat-
ing corresponding wheel control signals for said
wheel servo system, thereby to selectively rotate 55
said wheel and position the first and each succes-
sive character embossing pair in said ascending
order thereof at said embossing station for the first
and each successive character, respectively, to be
embossed on a given document, 60
transport means for transporting a document to be
embossed to said embossing station and including a
horizontal support rail and a vertical servo system
for vertically positioning said horizontal support
rail relative to said embossing station and a carriage 65
mounted for horizontal movement on said horizon-
tal support and a horizontal servo system for con-
trolling the position of said carriage relative to said

ing from said memory the corresponding emboss-
ing wheel address for each said character of said
character data in said receiving and storing means
and assigning a first control number comprising the
type wheel address for that character to each said
character, means for computing the horizontal
location of each character in its associated emboss-
ing line as a function of the character width and the
corresponding displacement of the character em-
bossing locations in each said line for each said
character, and assigning a second control number
to each character in accordance therewith, and
means responsive to the encoded character data in
said receiving and storing means for assigning a
third control number to each character in accor-
dance with the line in which the character occurs,
for the character data to be embossed in a given
document, said data processing means sorting said
character data in the ascending order of said first
control numbers, said second control numbers and
said third control numbers, and
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said controlling means responds to said first, second
and third control numbers for driving said wheel,
said horizontal servo system and said vertical servo
system thereby to rotate said wheel to position
selectively the embossing elements at said emboss- §
ing station corresponding to characters to be em-
bossed in a given document in said address-ordered
sequence thereof, and for each such selectively
positioned character embossing element, to posi-
tion each correspondmg character embossing loca-
tion of a given said document at said embossing
station in the sequence of successive locations of a
line, for each successive line. .

17. An automatic embossing system as recited in

claim 16 wherein: |

said receiving and storing means includes first and
second portions, each individually addressable for
selectively storing and reading out of a block of
character data for a respective, individual docu-
ment, and there is further provided

“external storage means for storing plural said blocks
of encoded data,

means for supplying successive said blocks of charac-
ter data from said external storage means alter-
nately to said first and second portions of said re-
ceiving and storing means, thereby to permit load-
ing of a first said portion while said data processing
means processes the character data for a corre-
sponding document from the other of said portions,
and

said supplying means is responsive to successful com-

pletion of processing of data and embossing of a
corresponding document with said processed data
as read from one of said portions of said receiving
and storing means to enable entry of a further block
of character data into said one portion while said
data processing means processes the character data
in the other of said portions for embossing of a
corresponding, successive document.

18. A system as recited in claim 16 wherein there is
further provided:

keyboard means for manually entering character data
and for designating individual blocks thereof corre-
sponding to the character data for embossing of
corresponding individual documents.

19. A system as recited in claim 15 wherein said em-
bossing wheel includes resilient retaining means for
resiliently urging said punch and die elements of each
pair thereof to said withdrawn position, and wherein
said actuating means includes:

an embossing shaft driven in constant rotation,

first and second bail arms mounted for pivotal move-
ment in a plane transverse to said embossing wheel
shaft,

an eccentric driven by said main embossing wheel
and shaft,

a linkage joining said eccentric to said bail arms at
one extremity thereof to drive said bail arms in
continuous, reversing pivotal movement of an ex-
tent to produce at the opposite extremity thereof 60
sufficient movement to drive said embossing ele-
ments from said withdrawn positions thereof to
engaged positions for embossing a document at a
desired character embossing location, and

interposer means selectively actuable to be disposed
between said bail arms and said embossing elements
thereby to cause said bail arms to drive said em-
bossing elements into engagement for embossing a
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document currently positioned at the embossing

station.

20. A system as recited in claim 16 wherein there 1S
further provided:

sensor means for sensing the positioning of said em-

bossing wheel at said reference position and pro-
ducing a correspondmg output and

said data processing means is responsive to satd wheel

sensor reference position output to confirm com-
pletion of embossing of the character data for a
corresponding individual document and thereby to
enable initiation of embossing of a subsequent doc-
ument.

21. An automatic embossing system for embossing
documents with characters in accordance with particu-
lar character data to be embossed on each document in
a specified character location format including plural
character embossing locations along each of a predeter-
mined number of parallel, displaced embossing line
locations, comprising:

an embossing station,

a plurality of character embossing elements,

movable means for mounting said plurality of em-

bossing elements at respectively associated plural
locations thereof identified by corresponding ad-
dresses of a predetermined order,

means for driving said movable means for selectively

positioning said embossing elements at said emboss-
ing station in sequence in accordance with the
predetermined order of said respectively associated
addresses, |

transport means for transporting a document to be

embossed to said embossing station for selectively
positioning said embossing character locations of
said lines thereof at said embossing station, in a
predetermined transport sequence as to said char-
acter and said line embossing locations,

means for controlling said driving means for selec-

tively positioning said embossing elements of said
movable means at said embossing station in said
address-ordered sequence thereof and in accor-
dance with the character data to be embossed on a
given document, said controlling means further
controlling said transport means for selectively
positioning at said embossing station, and in said
predetermined transport sequence, each character
embossing location of a document to be embossed
by the embossing element currently positioned at
said station, in succession for all characters of the
character data in accordance with said address-
ordered sequence of said respectively associated
embossing elements,

said embossing station includes means responsive to

said controlling means for actuating the embossing
element of said movable means currently posi-
tioned at said embossing station, t0 emboss the
corresponding character onto said document at
said character embossing location thereof cur-
rently positioned at said embossing station, for each
of said character embossing locations selected to be
embossed by said corresponding character in said
predetermined transport sequence, and for each of
said characters of the character data to be em-
bossed in said address-ordered sequence of said
embossing elements of said movable means,

said movable means comprise a rotatable wheel hav-

ing disposed about the periphery thereof said plu-
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rality of locations identified by corresponding ad-
dresses,

means for mounting said wheel for rotation thereby
to position said embossing elements selectively and
individually at said embossing station, 5

said wheel includes first and second coaxial rim por-
tions of a.common radius respectively carrying
punch and die element pairs, each said pair corre-
sponding to a character to be embossed, said paired
elements being disposed for movement in substan- 10
tially parallel axial relation relative to the axis of
rotation of said wheel, |

said wheel further includes axially aligned groovesin
the first and second rim portions thereof for receiv-
ing in said aligned grooves the corresponding 15
punch and die elements of each pair thereof, and
wherein there is further provided resilient means in
each said wheel rim engaging said embossing ele-
ments for normally maintaining said embossing
elements in a withdrawn position, 20

said actuating means includes an embossing shaft
driven in constant rotation,

first and second bail arms mounted for pivotal move-
ment in a plane transverse to said embossing shaft,

an eccentric driven by said embossing shaft, 25

a linkage joining said eccentric to said bail arms at
one extremity thereof to drive said bail arms in
continuous reversing pivotal movement of an ex-
tent to produce at the opposite extremity thereof
sufficient movement to drive said embossing ele- 30
ments from said withdrawn positions thereof to
engaged positions for embossing a document at a
desired character embossing location, and

interposer means selectively actuable to be disposed
between said bail arms and said embossing elements 35
thereby to cause said bail arms to drive said em-
bossing elements into engagement for embossing a
document currently positioned at the embossing
station, and

there is further provided at said embossing station 40
first and second retractor means respectively in-
cluding resilient means for maintaining same in a
rest position and a portion for engaging a mating
portion of a corresponding one of said embossing
elements of a pair, said embossing elements of a 45
pair, when actuated to said engaged position for
embossing a document, moving said retractor
means forward against said resilient biasing thereof
and, upon completion of embossing and while said
bail arms are returning through said pivotal move- 50
ment thereof, said resilient retaining means return-
ing the associated retractor means to said rest posi-
tions thereof, said retractor means positively en-
gaging the respective embossing elements cur-
rently at said embossing station and withdrawing 55
same to said withdrawn position.

22. A system as recited in claim 21 wherein there 1s

further provided:

an input hopper for receiving a supply of documents
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and transport said individual fed document from
said input hopper to said reference position at said
embossing station, and

a sensor disposed adjacent said input hopper to detect

the feeding of a said single document from said
supply thereof and to detect withdrawal of said
document by said carriage and producing a second
output in response thereto, and

said data processing means is responsive to said pre-

determined sequence of the first and second out-
puts of said input hopper sensor to confirm both
successful feeding of a document by said input
hopper and engagement and withdrawal of said
document by said transport means.

23. A system as recited in claim 22 wherein there is
further provided:

an output stacker for réceiving cards from said car-

riage means and having accept and reject portions,

said output stacker including:

means for resiliently engaging a card received in
said output stacker from said carriage means at a
position intermediate said accept and reject por-
tions,

deflection means selectively positionable initially at
one of first and second opposite sides of said
resilient engaging means corresponding to said
accept and reject portions thereof and selec-
tively movable in corresponding first and second
opposite directions to the respectively opposite
said side, and said controlling means further
includes:

means for detecting an error condition in the em-
bossing of a document and producing an error
condition indication,

means for normally positioning said deflection
means at said first side of said resilient energizing
means prior to said carriage depositing a docu-
ment in said output stacker and thereafter mov-
ing said deflection means in said first direction to
deflect a document received by said energizing
means in said first direction, beyond said resilient
engaging means and into said accept portion of
said output stacker and, in response to receipt of
an error condition indication, positioning said
deflection means at said second side prior to said
carriage depositing a document in said output
stacker and thereafter moving said deflection
means to deflect said document received in satd
resilient engagement means of said output
stacker in said second direction beyond said re-
silient engagement means and into said reject
stacker, said resilient engagement means thereby
separating documents which have been em-

bossed correctly from documents embossed in-
correctly.

24. A system as recited in claim 23 wherein: said data
processing system is responsive to an output of any of
said sensor means indicative of the condition sensed

to be embossed and including feeder means for 60 thereby not being acceptable, to reject the document

feeding an individual said document,

said controlling means issuing a control to said feeder
means to feed a single document from said supply
thereof and controlling said vertical and horizontal
servo systems to dispose said carriage to engage 65

currently being processed and to initiate up to a prede-
termined number of attempts to successfully process the
character data for that given document and emboss the
document in accordance therewith.,
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