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[57] ABSTRACT

The specification discloses various embodiments of
apparatus adapted to function as convertible wire rope
load binders, container lashing or pullers. All embodi-
ments utilize a wire rope clamp of the type which grips
the wire rope on tensioning of the wire rope, and a
threaded tubular extension coaxial with the rope pass
line, in combination with a slack take-up device, which
may be any of a variety of slack take-up devices
threaded onto the tubular extension. A preferred em-
bodiment employs a slack take-up device in the form of
an over-center or toggle lever and a sheave device
attached to the body of the clamp. Another embodi-
ment employs a combined hook and clevis device hav-
ing a screw connection to the body of the clamp. An-
other embodiment utilizes a winch device on the ten-
sioning end of the wire rope to provide for tensioning
the wire rope. Another embodiment employs a rectan-
gular frame surrounding the body of the clamp, the

frame having an opening through which a threaded
tubular extension on the-clamp body extends. A nut on

the tubular extension cooperates with the frame to ad-
just the body of the clamp in relation to the frame.

6 Claims, 13 Drawing Figures
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1
'WIRE ROPE BINDER

This application is a division of our copending appli-
cation Ser. No. 399,826, filed Sept. 24, 1973, now U.S.
Pat. No. 3,934,855,

This invention relates to load bmders utlhzmg a
quickly adjustable wire rope clamp. |

I.oad binders of the chain link type have long been
known. More recently, with the advent of the wire rope
type of load binder, difficulties have arisen because of

the mablhty of existing wire rope clamps to maintain an.

adequate grip on the wire rope.

In U.S. Pat. No. 3,395,892, issued Aug 6, 1968 a
- so-called “over-center load binder and gripping device”
is disclosed. This device is difficult to operate because
of the over-center toggle arrangement employed.

We propose to provide several embodiments of wire
rope load binder apparatus including a preferred em-
bodiment of apparatus, in which a slack take-up device
functions cooperatively with the body of a wire rope
clamp device.

We propose to provide a preferred embodiment of
apparatus in which an over-center toggle lever is de-
tachably secured to the body of a wire rope clamp, and
is connected via a wire rope cable and puliey to a hook.

We also propose to provide an embodiment of the
invention having a hook and clevis device having a
screw connection to the body of a wire rope clamp.

We also propose to provide an embodiment of the
invention in which the end of the wire rope, opposite
the hook and clevis device, is connected to a winch
device. _ |

We also propose to provide an embodiment in which
the body of the wire rope clamp is contained within an
independently supported rectangular frame and has a
threaded lug which projects through a hole in the
frame, a nut on the lug cooperating with the frame to
exert tension in the wire rope. -

- The above embodiments of convertible wire rope

load binder, container lashing, and puller apparatus are
hereinafter more specifically described in relation to the
accompanying drawings, wherein:

FIGS. 1 and 2 are side and end ele?atmnal views,

respectively, of a preferred form of apparatus employ-
ing an over-center and pulley arrangement,
FIGS. 3 and 4 are side and end elevational views,
respectively, of another embodiment, |
FIGS. 5 and 6 are side and end elevational wews,
respectlvely, of another embodiment,
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FIG. 7 1s a side elevational view of another embodl- |

ment employing a winch at one end,

FIGS. 8 and 9 are fragmental elevational and end
views, respectively, of another embodlment employmg
a different type of winch, *

FIG. 10 is a side elevational view of the wire rope
clamp shown in the preceding views, with a side cover
removed for visibility of interior details,

FIG. 11 is a top plan view of a puller or binder ac-
cording to still another embodiment of this invention,

FIG. 12 is a side elevational view of the puller or
binder of FIG. 11, and

FIG. 13 is a side elevational view of an additional
embodiment of binder according to the invention.

Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2 of the drawings, the pre-
ferred embodiment of load binder apparatus there
shown comprises a wire rope clamp 10 of the type

shown in FIG. 10 and hereinafter more fully described,
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2.
and a wire rope 11 with a hook 12 at its lower end,
suspended from the clamp 10. The embodiment further

~ compnses an upper supporting hook 13 having a clevis

in which a pulley 14 is rotatively mounted as on a pin
15, a base 16 adjustably secured to an upstanding tubu-
lar lug 17 on the body of the clamp 10, as by a screw-
threaded connection, a bifurcated lever 18 pivotally

mounted at one end of the base 16, and a cable 19, one

end of which is coupled to a pin 20 in the base 16, passes
over the pulley 14 and has its other end coupled to a pin
21 on the lever 18.

Refemng to FIG. 10, the wire rope clamp 10 shown
compnses a body 22 of nearly trapezmdal shape. The

cover for one side is shown removed but is removably

attached as by a plurality of screws 24. Within the body
are a pair of essentially parallel arms 25, each pivotally
mounted in the body as on a pin 26 at one end. The arms
25 are bifurcated and straddle the wire rope 11 which
extends vertically through the body of the clamp. The
rope 11 enters the body at the bottom of the body
through a threaded sleeve fitting 28 and exits through

the tubular lug 17. The arms have staggered transverse

semi-circular op=nings 29 therethrough in which a pair
of semi-circular cylinder elements 30 are respectively
disposed. The flat faces of the cylinder elements 30
contain curved recesses 31 conforming to the curvature
of the cable 11. Additional support elements 32 for the
cyhinder elements 30 may be provided if desired.
Assuming the body of the clamp 10 to be supported,
tension exerted downwardly on the wire rope 11, as by
a weight carried by hook 12, causes the arms 25 to pivot
downwardly. The semi-circular cylinders 30 are thus
shifted laterally towards each other to correspondingly
grip the wire rope by coaction with openings 29 in arms
25. Conversely, if the upper end of the wire rope 11 is
pulled, the arms pivot reversely and the grip of semi-cir-
cular cylinders on the wire rope is released to allow the
rope to move upwardly relative to the clamp body.
Let 1t now be assumed that it is desired to employ the

- apparatus of FIGS. 1 and 2 as a binder for a load. The

length of the wire rope 11 is first adjusted appropriately
to surround the load and the position of the clamp 10 is
fixed thereon. With the lever 18 in the position indi-
cated in solid lines in FIG. 1 and the two hooks 12 and
13 interlocked, additional tightening adjustment of the
clamp 10 relative to the wire rope 11 may now be ef-
fected. Final tightening of the rope binder is then ac-
complished by shifting the lever 18 to the over-center
position alongside the clamp 10 indicated by the broken
lines.

As shown in the drawings the handle 18 is made up of
two parts threaded together so as to make the length
adjustable. This provides the necessary length for lever-
age when needed, yet permits it to be compacted for
storage.

It will be seen that if hook 12 is anchored and hook 13
secured to an object, the apparatus may be employed to
drag or pull the object toward the anchored end of the
wire rope 11.

It should be noted that by reason of the cable and
pulley connection between the toggle lever 18 and the
hook 13, frictional forces are minimized and over-center
movement of the toggle lever 18 is made comparatively
easy. By the same token, the reverse movement of lever
18 to loosen the wire rope bmder is made relatively
easy. -
In FIGS. 3 and 4, a different embodiment is shown,
wherein a clevis 23 is provided with a tapped hole at
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one end which screws on the threaded lug 17 on the
body of the clamp 10. A hook 25 is secured to the distal
end of the clevis, as by a pin 25’ extending between the
ends of the clevis arms. This form of the invention pro-
vides an end fitting in the form of a hook which can be

positioned at any point along the length of a rope. Obvi-
ously another fitting than a hook could be used.

In this embodiment, the clamp 10 is first shifted along
the wire rope 11 to a desired position corresponding to
a desired length of wire rope 11. Clevis 23 may then be
turned on the lug 17 to provide further adjustment of
the position of hook 25 along the length of the wire rope
11.

In FIGS. 5 and 6, another embodiment is shown of
apparatus using the wire rope clamp 10. In this embodi-
ment the clamp 10 is disposed within a rectanguiar
frame 27 which is independently supported as by attach-
ment to a structural member 27'. One of the cross mem-
bers 29 of the frame 27 has a hole 30 therein slightly
larger in diameter than the threaded lug 17. The one end
of the wire rope 11’ which passes through clamp 10 has
a hook 31 secured thereto, which may be attached to an
object desired to be tightened. A nut 32 on the threaded
lug 17 engages the bottom of cross member 29. As the
nut 32 is turned on the lug 17 the clamp 10 and wire
rope 11’ are shifted relative to the frame 27 and struc-
tural member 27'. The arrangement thus becomes what
is commonly called a “center-hole” puller. This kind of
apparatus is particularly useful in furnishing stiffening
between two spaced supports when the clamp must be
outside the supports or for tightening around a bundle
using an eye as a choker hole.

It will be apparent that the object to be pulled need
not be in a straight line relation to the clamp 10, as the
wire rope 11’ may be threaded through one or more
pulleys.

In FIG. 7, another embodiment of the apparatus 1s

shown, wherein a clevis 23, similar to clevis 23, is
screwed on the threaded lug 17 of the clamp 10 and a
" hook 34 is swiveled to the distal end of the clevis 23'.
The one end of the wire rope 11" adjacent the tubular
lug 17 is free, whereas the opposite end of the wire rope
11" is connected to a winch 35. Winch 35 may be motor
operated or operated manually by a crank lever 36 as
shown, and supported by a swiveled hook 37 from a
convenient member (not shown). The unit is thus equiv-
alent to what is commonly called a come-along or
puller. The standard type of come-along has only six
feet of pull and consequently is limited to that distance
" from the object to be pulled or lifted.
" In contrast to the standard type of come-along, the
above described apparatus is limited only by the length
of wire rope 11" used. Obviously the clamp 10 may be
located at any point on the wire rope 11" corresponding
to the length of wire rope required.

Many winches are used only as tensioning devices to
ultimately pull only a few feet of rope but need a large
drum capacity because the load is located at some dis-
tance from the winch. By using the above apparatus, the
weight, size and cost of the winch can be reduced.

Referring to FIGS. 8 and 9, a variation of the appara-
tus of FIG. 7 is shown, in which a hoisting drum or reel
39 is substituted for the winch 35. In this case, the shaft
40 of the reel is supported by a pair of struts 41 attached
to a structural member or wall 42. As shown, the shaft
40 of reel 39 is turned manually by a crank 43.

In FIGS. 11 and 12 still another embodiment of the
invention is illustrated in which a beam 50 is threaded
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onto the tubular lug 17 and extends an equal distance on
opposite sides thereof. A cable 51 is attached to one end
of the beam and passes through sheave 52 carrying hook
53 onto the mandrel 54 of a double action “come-along”
55. A second cable 56 is attached to the other end of the
beam and to the mandrel 54 so that on rotation of handle
57 the mandrel takes up both cables moving the hooks
53 and 58 toward one another. |

FIG. 13 illustrates an embodiment of this invention in
which the lug 17 is threaded in one end of a beam 60. A
cable 61 is attached at one end to the opposite end of
beam 60 and passes over a hook sheave 62 and through
the cable clamp 10. The beam 60 is provided with a
center shaft 63 threaded or rotatably mounted in one
end of a turnbuckle 64 having as usual a coaxial oppos-
ing threaded shaft 65 with a clevis 66. This device pro-
vides a form of infinite length turnbuckle having a vast
number of applications in the field of cargo lashing and
the like. | |

While specific embodiments of the apparatus are here
shown and described, it will be understood that varia-
tions therein are possible within the scope of the follow-
ing claims.

We claim:

1. A wire rope binder apparatus comprising a wire
rope of given length, a clamp means adjustably posi-
tioned on said rope intermediate its ends, fastening
means on one end of said rope, said clamp engaging the
rope on movement toward said one end and releasing
the rope on movement of the rope in the opposite direc-
tion, adjustable anchoring means on the clamp co-axial
with the rope movable coaxially of the rope and on the
end opposite said one end of said rope for fixing said
clamp in a base member, said clamp being adjustably
fixed on the said wire rope with respect to one end
thereof, a hook adapted to cooperate with the said one
end of the wire rope to form a closed loop, and slack
take up means connecting said hook to the body of said
clamp and operating to tighten the said loop, wherein
said anchoring means is a threaded tubular extension
through which the free end of said wire rope projects,
and wherein said slack take-up means comprises a clevis
with a closed end having a tapped hole by which said
clevis screws on said tubular extension and, wherein
said hook is pivotally mounted between the tines at the
open end of the said clevis. |

2. A wire rope binder apparatus comprising a wire
rope of given length, a clamp adjustable on said wire
rope to any position on its length with respect to one
end thereof and having a threaded tubular extension,
threaded substantially over its length, through which
the other end of said wire rope coaxially projects,
means for connecting said one end of the wire rope to
an object, said clamp engaging said wire rope only
when said wire rope is moved in a given direction, a
frame means mounted independently of said clamp and
having means at one end of said frame means for attach-
ment to a second object spaced from said first object,
said frame means having at the other end an opening
through which the said tubular extension on the clamp
extends, and nut means screwed on said threaded tubu-
lar extension adjustably bearing against said frame
means for pulling said clamp relative to said frame
means to apply a tensioning force to said one end of the
wire rope. |

3. A wire rope binder apparatus as claimed in claim 2
wherein said frame means includes an elongate base
member having a hole intermediate its ends adjustably
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receiving the threaded tubular extension on said clamp,
said nut means bearing against said elongate member to
apply tensioning force to said one end of the wire rope,
a pulley mounted on a hook spaced from said member,
a lever having a pivotal connection at one end of said
member, a cable loop having one end fixed to said lever
and the other end fixed to the other end of said member,
the cable loop running over said pulley, said lever being
movable from a position in which said cable is loose to
an over center position in which said cable 1s taut.

4. A wire rope binder apparatus according to claim 2
wherein said frame means includes an elongate beam
member having a hole intermediate its ends adjustably
receiving the threaded tubular extension, said nut means
bearing against said elongate beam means to apply ten-
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sioning force to said one end of the wire rope, a closed
loop of wire having its ends fixed to the ends of the
elongate beam, a fastening means slidable on said closed
loop of wire rope and a double action come along de-
vice intermediate the ends of said loop of wire rope for
controlling the length of said closed loop of wire rope.

5. A wire rope binder apparatus according to claim 4
wherein the fastening means slidable on the closed loop
is a sheave slidable on the wire rope intermediate its
ends and a hook fixed to said sheave.

6. A wire rope binder apparatus as claimed in claim 2
wherein the frame includes a clevis means and a hook
connected by a swivel connection to the end of the

clevis means remote from the clamp.
¥ ® % ¥ %
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