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| easnly or inadvertently lost from the apparel or clothmg
- .of the user.

1

SUPPORT DEVICE FOR USE WITH A TOWEL OR
- THE LIKE

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

This invention relates to a support device for a towel
or the like, which device can be quickly and easily
inserted in the pocket or waistband of an individual’s
clothing, or between the belt and waistband thereof, or

within the collar while the towel or the like bangs free

and is readily accessiblec.

2. Description of the Prior Art
A number of devices have previously been proposed

which are intended to permit a towel or similar article
upon which the hands may be wiped to dry or clean
them to be carried on the person of the user in a way
which does not interfere with the functioning of the
person in other activities, and yet renders the towel
readily accessible. Such devices have included spring
clips by which the towel can be clipped to either the
belt or one of the belt loops of the apparel of the user,
and rigid, hook-shaped members which can be inserted

in a pocket to suspend the towel outside the pocket
25

where it is within each reach. The latter types of de-
vices frequently have been shaped so that they can be
- fitted in a particular pocket in the trousers or coat or
shirt of the user, and, in order to prevent the holding

structure from inadvertently coming out of the pocket,
have included a clamping element or clip which bears

against and frictionally engages a portion of the cloth-

ing which defines the pocket. Devices of this type are

frequently difficult to remove quickly from the pocket,
and must be removed with care to prevent snagging or
tearing the pocket Moreover, such devices often can
only be placed in a pocket of the user’s apparel and

o

>

“An object of the mventlon 1s to provrdc a support -
device for a towel or the like which is convenlcnt to

use.
Another object of the invention is to prcvldc a sup-,

port device for use with a towel or the like which can be

conveniently secured to and removed from the person

of an mdwrdual | |
A further object of the mvcntlon is to prowdc a towcl

assembly including a support device and a towel releas- _ -'

~ably securable thereto which can be conveniently se-
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" device constructed in accordance with the present
invention, showmg the device engaged with a towel. A
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cured to and removed from the person of an individual. |
~ A still further object of the invention is to provide a
support device for use with a towel or the like whichis =~

inexpensive to construct and reliable in operation.

Yet another object of the invention is to provide a

support device for supporting a towel in an exposed
position where it can be reached by an athlete, hunter,

or other user of the device, which support device is

conﬁgured to permit it to be quickly and easily inserted -
in a pocket, in a collar, in a waistband or within the belt

" or shirt pocket of a user with practically no drfﬁculty -
arising in its use as a result of obstruction or frictional
resrstance to the placement of the devrce in its support-

ing position.

Other objects and advantages of the mventlon will be
evident from the following detailed descrlptlon when__l o

read in conjunction with the accompanymg drawmg
BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING |
FIG. 1 is an elevational view of one edge of a support'

part of the towel. 18 broken away to facilitate rllustra--

~ tion.

often, insertion in a particular or specific pocket is even

required in the use of the device. |
Examples of towel holding structures of the type

described are those which are illustrated in U.S. Pats.
Nos. 3,040,357; 2,862,219; 2,754,532 and 255,620.

~ SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention contemplates a support device
for use with a towel or the like. The device includes a
relatively rigid panel member having first and second
ends interconnected by a tapering mid-section. The
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FIG. 2 is an elevational view of one side of the sup- '_ |
port device of FIG. 1. Again, a portion of the towel 1s

broken away.

FIG. 3 is a sectional view taken along line 3---3 of:_ o

FI1G. 2. |
FIG. 4 is a sectlonal view taken along llne 4--4 of

FIG. 2. | |
FIG. 5 is a sectional view taken along llne 5—-5 of FlG |

2.

" FIG. 6 is a top plan view of one end of the support-,_: -

-~ device omrttlng the towel.

device further includes a relatively flexible member

having a first end portion and a second end portion

with the first end portion thereof being connected to

the second end portion of the panel member and pref-

erably formed integrally with the panel member. Hook

means for connectmg the support device with a towel
or the like is connected to the relatively flexible mem-
ber to facilitate freedom of movement of the towel in

relation to the panel member. |

The geometric configuratlon of the support device of
the present invention is unique in a device of its type,
and is especially conceived to permit the least difficulty
in inserting the support device into the user’s clothing
to a position of retention, 1s conﬁgured for maximum
flexibility and versatility in the various places where the
support device can be disposed in the apparel of the
user to provlde firm retention for the towel which it

supports, and is shaped so that the maximum weight

_and center of gravity of the device is always well down

- in the pocket or within the apparel, of the user when it
is placed in its supporting pos:tron, and thus 1s not
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FIG. 7 is a bottom plan view of the oppcs1te end cf _' N

the support dewce, omitting the towel.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT A

Referring now to the drawing, a support dcvrcc fcr o
use with a towel or the like and constructed in accor-
dance with the present invention is generally desig- =~
nated by the reference character 10. The support de-

vice is shown in FIGS. 1 and 2 secured to one side or_“'_ o

corner of a towel 12. | |
The support device 10 comprlses a support member |

14 and a spring hook 16 secured thereto.

- The support member 14 is preferably fo'rmed of a- o
unltary molded mass of plastic or synthetic resinous
material. A prcferred material of construction of the

support member 14 is. polypropylene |
The support member 14 comprises a relatwely rlgnd _-

panel having a relatively wide and thick first end por- o

tion 20 and a relatively narrow and thin second end

portion 22. The pancl further includes opposite sides



4,004,315

3

24 and 26 and opposite edges 28 and 30 extending
between the first and second end portions 20 and 22.
The opposite sides 24 and 26 are each convexly curved
and arc¢ tapered to converge inwardly from the first end
portion 20 to the seccond end portion 22, as clearly

shown 1n FIG. 1.

The opposite edges 28 and 30 also converge inwardly
from the first end portion 20 to the second end portion

22 of the panel as shown in FIG. 2. The opposite edges
28 and 30 are arcuately shaped at the first end portion
20 and mect to form a smoothly, convexly curved first
end face 32 on the first end portion 20 of the panel.

The support member 14 further includes a relatively
flexible neck portion 34 having first and second end
portions 36 and 38, with the first end portion 36
thereof being connected to the relatively narrow sec-
ond end portion 22 of the panel so that the neck por-
tion 34 extends from the panel along the major axis of
the panel. The neck portion 34 further includes sub-
stantially parallel opposue sides 40 and 42 and opposite
edges 44 and 46.

The opposite sides 24 and 26 at the second end por-
tion 22 of the panel coincide with, and merge smoothly
with, the corresponding opposite sides 40 and 42 at the
first end portion 36 of the neck portion 34. Similarly,
the opposite edges 28 and 30 at the second end portion
22 of the panel coincide with, and merge smoothly
with, the corresponding opposite edges 44 and 46 at
the first end portion 36 of the neck portion 34. A toroi-
dal shaped enlargement 48 is formed 'on the second end
portion 38 of the neck portion 34 and surrounds an
aperturc 50 through which an end portion 52 of the
spring hook 16 is received to secure the spring hook to
the support member 14. The opposite end portion 54 of
the spring hook 16 preferably includes a hook 56
formed thereon which is yieldably engaged by a spring
metal tang 58 extending from the end portion 52. A
towel 12 having a grommet 60 therein is snap-engaged
by the spring hook 16. |

As will be perceived by referring to FIGS 2-5, the
maximum thickness measured through the panel be-
tween the opposite sides 24 and 26 therecof occurs at
the first end portion 20 a short distance inwardly from
the end face 32, and it will be further observed that this
thickness at this point is substantially greater than the
thickness between the converged opposite sides 24 and
26 at the second end portion 22 of the panel member,
as well as the thickness of the panel member immedi-
ately adjacent the first end face 32. Preferably, the
thickness between the opposite sides 24 and 26 at the
thickest part of the first end portion 20 of the panel
member is about three times the thickness between the
opposite sides 24 and 26 at the second end portion 22
of the panel member. It will also be noted.in FIG. 1 that
the opposite sides 24 and 26 converge to a point or line
of intersection at the end face 32 of the panel member.
As the panel member is shown in the patent drawings,
it is portrayed in almost exactly the precise dimensions
employed in a preferred embodiment of the invention.

In further referring to the drawings, it will be noticed
that the maximum width or transverse dimension be-
tween the opposite side edges 28 and 30 at the first end
portion 20 of the panel member 1s several times as great
as the transverse dimension or width between these
same edges 28 and 30 at the second end portion 22 of

the panel member, and also is about the same multiple
of the transverse dimension of the neck: portion 34.
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4

The thin or reduced cross-sectional area and reduced

thickness of the neck portion 34 as compared to the

substantially greater cross-sectional area and thickness
of the panel at its thickest and widest portion contrib-
utes to the ability to achieve flexibility in the neck
portion as compared to the relatively rigid character of
the pancl member. In the preferred construction of the

invention in which the support member 14 is molded as
a single unitary synthetic resin structure, the preferred

material of construction is polypropylene and, when
constructed in the depicted dimensions, the neck por-
tion 34 can undergo repeated flexing numerous times

without failure or cracking occurring.
In use, the support device 10 is preferably secured to

the towel 12 by engaging the spring hook 16 through an
aperture preferably in the form of an eyelet or grommet
60 carried by the towel 12, preferably In one corner
thereof. The enlarged first end portion 20 of the panel
is then inserted into the user’s pocket or waistband or
between the user’s waistband and belt to conveniently
enable the user to carry and have access to the towel.
The first end portion 20 is inserted downwardly into the
pocket or waistband or between the waistband and
belt, and the flexible neck portion 34 is permitted to
fold back relative to the panel in response to the weight
of the towel 12 supported thereby and hanging down-
wardly. | |

The geometric configuration of the support member
14 is an important feature of the present invention. By
reason of the tapering convergence of the opposite
sides 24 and 26 of the panel member at the end face 32,
a wedging action can be realized which permits  the
support member 14 to be easily inserted inside a tight
belt or a narrow pocket, or mto the top of a boot. The
same ease of msertion is facilitated by the convergent
taper of the side edges 28 and 30 at that end of the
panel member which terminates in the end face 32. It
will be further noted that once the thickest portion of
the panel member of the support member 14 has
passed by the belt or is inside the pocket, the belt tends
to clamp the panel member in place by its constriction
about a thinner portion of the panel member, such as
that portion which is near the second end portion 22
thereof. ,-

Thus, the device cannot be easily lost from the ap-
parel of the user, even should the towel become im-
paled or hung upon brush as when the user of the de-
vice 1s walking through undergrowth during hunting.
The flexible neck portion 34, in facilitating a 90° bend
to permit the towel to hang downwardly, keeps the
towel readily accessible to the user and further, as a
result of such flexibility in the neck portion, permits the
towel to be pulled sideways or even lifted upwardly to
wipe the back of the neck of the user on particularly
hot days, all of which movements can be accomplished
without removing the support member 14 from the
pocket or belt where the device is carried.

The support device 10, in combination with the towel
12, thus provides a towel assembly which may be con-
veniently used, for example, by an individual when
hunting or participating in various sports, such as golf,
tennis or bowling, where it may be deemed advanta-
geous to have a towel conveniently present at all times
which may be readily removed from the individual’s
person, but which resists inadvertent displacement
from the individual’s person.  The enlarged first end
portion 20 and tapered opposite sides and . opposite
edges of the panel of the support member 14 provide
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resistance to the inadvertent displacement of the sup-
port device 10 from the individual’s person.

It will be readily apparent that the support device 10
may be used to support items other than, or in addition
to, towels. such items, for example, would include keys,
" hand tools, measuring devices or similar articles which

one might desire to conveniently carry on one’s person.
From the foregoing it will be seen that the support
device of the present invention provides convenient

means for carrying a towel or similar article on an

individual’s person which device is simple in construc-

 tion, economical to manufacture, convenient to use
and reliable in operation. Changes may be made in the

combination and arrangement of parts or elements as

heretofore set forth in the specification and shown in

the drawing without departing from the spirit and scope

of the invention as defined in the following claims.
What is claimed is: | |

1. A support device for accessibly supporting a _towel'

in wearing apparel comprising: |
a rigid panel member having a first end portion termi-
nating in a rounded end face and having a second
end portion, and having convex arcuate opposite
sides and convex arcuate opposite edges extending
between the first and second end portions, the
opposite sides converging from the first end por-
tion toward the second end portion, and the oppo-
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~ site edges converging from the first end portion

toward the second end portion whereby said first
- end portion is thicker and wider than said second

end portion; |
a flexible neck portion have first and second end
portions, and opposite sides and opposite edges, with
the first end portion thereof connected to the second

end portion of said panel member whereby said neck

portion extends from said panel member;

connector means carried on the second end portion

of said neck portion; and | o
hook means secured to said connector means for
hooking said support device to a towel. |
2. The support device as defined in claim 1 wherein:
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the opposite sides of the second end portion of said

panel member converge to, and intersect, the op-

posite sides of the first end portion of said neck 48

portion; and |
the opposite edges of the second end portion of said
panel member converge to, and intersect, the op-

posite edges of the first end portion of said neck -

portion.
3. The support device as defined in claim 2 wherein:
the opposite sides of said neck portion are substan-
tially parallel and the perpendicular distance there-
between is about one-third of the maximum per-
‘pendicular distance between the opposite sides of
said panel member at the thickest portion of sald.

first end portion of said panel member.

30

33

8. The support device as

6

§. The support device as defined in claim 4 wherein

said connector means is characterized further to In-

clude: |
~ an aperture formed in the second end portion of said
neck portion. |

6. The support device as defined in claim 3 wherein

" said hook means is characterized further to include:
~ a spring hook clip having opposite ends with one end

thereof secured through said aperture and with the

integrally molded unit.

terized further to include: | | |
a toroidal shaped enlargement formed on the second -

end portion of said neck portion and surrounding

said aperture.

9. The support device as defined in claim 8 wherein -
said panel member is substantially eliptical in trans-
verse cross-section over its length from said rounded
.end face to said second end portion with the minor axis =~ .
of the elipse being the maximum distance between said .~
‘opposite sides and the major axis of the elipse being the -

distance between said opposite edges.

10. An apparel supportable towel assembly C'Ompl‘is_f'. |

ing, in combination: |

" a relatively rigid panel member having a first end
portion and a second end portion, said first end
said
panel member further having opposite sides of

portion terminating in a rounded end face,

convex arcuate shape in a cross-sectional plane

extended transversely across the panel member -
and convex arcuate configuration in a cross-sec-
tional plane extended longitudinally of the panel
member, said opposite sides converging to opposite
edges of the panel member, said opposite edges
being of convex arcuate configuration and con- o

verging to form said rounded end face, and said

opposite sides converging toward each other at the
opposite end of said panel member from said end
face to form a second end terminating the second

end portion of said panel member, said first end
portion being thicker, as measured along the lon-
gest line extending perpendicular to said opposite

sides, than is said second end portion as measured

along the longest line extending perpendicular to

said opposite sides at said second end portion;
flexible neck portion having a first end portion
connected to the second end portion of said panel =
member and having a second end portion spaced
from the first end portion of said neck portion, said
flexible neck portion further having opposite sides
and opposite edges, said neck portion and panel
member being formed as an integral unitary struc-

ture of synthetic resin;

opposite end having a hook formed thereon and a -
~ spring biased tang yieldably engaging said hook.
7. The support device as defined in claim § wherein e
said panel member and flexible neck portion are an

defined in claim 7 charac-

a toroidal enlargement on the second end portion of -
said neck portion and defining a central aperture .

- which extends through the second end portion of

~ said flexible neck portion; B
hook means detachably connected through said aper-
‘ture within said toroidal shaped enlargement; and

a towel detachably connected to said clip means.
| %k ok k¥ |

4. The support device as defined in claim 2 wherein:

the opposite edges of said panel member are arcu-

~ ately shaped at the first end portion thereof and
intersect to form said rounded end face on the first
end portion; and - S

the opposite sides of said panel member converge
and intersect at said rounded end face of said panel

- member. o 65

60
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