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(57] ABSTRACT

An energizing circuit for applying maximum electrical
power to a heatable element having, at least, a high
initial thermal lag. By sensing the resistance of the
element, which varies as a function of its temperature,
a control voltage is obtained which is used to vary the
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effectiveness of the heating current so as to provide
rapid initial heating without the danger of burn-out.
More specifically, the circuit is useful in energizing the
glowplug of a model airplane engine.

Current pulses are obtained from a storage battery
which is connected in series with the glowplug and a
semiconductor switch. The switch is turned on and off
by a multivibrator to produce a series of current pulses.
The duration of each “on” pulse is controlled by a
bridge circuit which senses the resistance of the glow-
plug, which is a function of its temperature, and pro-
duces a control voltage which varies the timing of the
multivibrator. The energizing circuit is manually dis-
connected as soon as the engine starts and may be
accidentally short-circuited when the connecting leads
are dropped. A control circuit is therefore provided for
sensing such a short circuit and shutting off the current.

A further control circuit may also be included for mini-
mizing overheating resulting from contact transients set

up when initial or erratic contact is made with the
glowplug. In daddition, the circuit is designed so that
when the contact is removed from the glowplug the
control circuits are deactivated automatically and the
circuit draws no stand-by current from the battery.
Undesired effects that may occur as the battery be-
comes discharged are also taken into account.

11 Claims, 2 Drawing Figures
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HEATING CIRCUIT
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the invention -

This invention relates to a device for quickly heating
a heatable clement which has a high thermal lag, at
least initially. The term “‘thermal lag,” as uscd hercin,
refers to the fact that when electrical power 1s apphed
to a heatable element that is thermally loaded by 1ts
own or by ncighboring material that absorbs heat, the
risc in temperature lags behind the temperature that
would exist in the absence of such material. An electri-
cal iron, a soldering iron or an electric stove clement
are examples of this. It is known that considerable time
must ¢lapsc before the device comes up to its desired
temperature. ‘The thermal load may change during the
heating process. For example, the glowplug of a model
airplanc engine may be “‘drowned” by the introduction
of priming fuel, as will be explained later. As soon as
the priming fuel has been evaporated, however, the
thermal load is greatly reduced and the glowplug tem-
perature now rises rapidly. This invention 1s applicable
both to the case where the thermal load, and thus the
lag. is essentially constant as well as to the case where
the thermal lag 1s high initially.

2. Description of the Prior Art

Small internal combustion c¢ngines that are com-
monly used to power model airplanes arc usually
cquipped with a glowplug to provide ignition. The
glowplug contains a filament which is hcated by a bat-
tery just before the engine is to be started. After the
engine has started the battery is disconnected from the
glowplug and from then on the combustion of fucl
within the engine keeps the glowplug hot cnough to
cause ignition.

In order to start such a small engine, it i1s usually
nceessary to prime it by injecting liquid fuel nto the
combustion chamber, either through the exhaust port
or via the carburator, as is well known. This act fre-
quently drowns the plug and prevents it from attaining
the necessary temperature. The rcason is that the heat
conductivity, heat capacity, and heat of vaporization of
the liquid fuel are so high that heat is conducted away
from the glowplug filament very easily; so easily that
when heated by the usual battery source of energy the
heating element of the glowplug fails to get hot, the
liquid fuel is evaporated slowly at best, and the engine
will not start. Thus, an enginc wet enough to run if 1t
had ignition is likely not to have any. One dry enough
to ensure ignition, i.c., in which the glowplug 1s not
drowned. will not willingly start. This problem is partic-
ularly acute in cold weather because the fuel is then
hard to vaporize. It is also a problem when the engine
is used in an inverted position, since in that case the
glowplug is at the bottom of the combustion chamber
where liquid fuel will naturally gather. However, the
problem where liquid fucl will naturally gather. How-
cver, the problem is not limited to cold weather or to
inverted cngines, by any means. |

It might at first appear that this problem could be
solved simply by using a higher starting voltage so as to
apply more power to the glowplug. However, if this
should be done the added heat would, indeed, evapo-
ratc the liquid fuel and dry out the filament more
quickly, but as soon as this happcned the temperature
of the filament would rise above that for which 1t had
becn designed, and it would burn out. It is impractical,
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therefore, to apply to the glowplug a fixed voltage In
excess of the voltage for which it has been designed.
Accordingly, starting the enginc remains a frustrating
process of skill, patience and time, with success re-
warding thosc who hit the lucky amount of priming
which starts the enginc without drowning the glowplug.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In its broader aspects this invention relates to circuit
means for hcating a hcatable clement having a high
thermal lag, at least initially, by mcans of a high level of
heating encrgy so long as the temperature of the ele-
ment does not exceed a predetermined valuc and then
reducing the applied power when the tempcrature at
the element increases. Since the resistance of an ele-
ment is a function of its temperature, means is provided
to sense the resistance of the element being heated to

obtain a control voltage related to its temperature, and
to use such a control voltage to vary the effectiveness

of a source of heating current so as to prevent the
temperature of the clement from exceeding some safe
valuec. More particularly, a storage battery is uscd
which has more than enough voltage and current ca-
pacity to overheat the element if left connected to it.
However, a switching circuit is provided which 1s able
to supply short pulses of current under the control of
the control voltage. In a preferred application of the
invention, the system is used to hcat the glowplug ot a
model airplanc internal/combustion cngine. The mven-
tion also encompases circuitry which will (1) sensc a
short circuit which might occur if the leads to the glow-
plug were to be removed carelessly, (2) provide for
shutting the apparatus off automatically to conserve
battery cnergy when the leads are disconnected from
the glowplug, (3) prevent overheating that might result
from intermittent contact with the glowplug, and (4)
take into account problems that might arise as the
storage battery becomes discharged.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

FIG. | is a diagrammatic circuit diagram of the inven-
tion in its broader aspect, and

FIG. Il is a circuit diagram of a preferred cmbodi-
ment of the invention.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Referring to FIG. I, reference numeral 3 identifies a
glowplug that is in place in a small internal combustion
airplane engine. Connections to it are made through a
contact clip generally represented by the arrow heads
on the connecting lines. The glowplug is included as
one leg of a Wheatstone Bridge 5 consisting also of
resistors 7, 9 and 11. Resistor 7 has a resistance value
which is very low, preferably lower than the resistance
of the glowplug itself. For example, it may have a value
of 0.125 ohms. The other arm of the bridge should have
considerably higher resistance since it is not to carry
the heating current. The output voltage, representative
of a condition of unbalance, is taken from the junction.
of the glowplug 3 and resistor 7, on the one hand, and
from a movable contact point on resistor 11 on the
other. Resistor 11 may be, for example, a 500 ohm
potentiometer. |

Power is supplied from battery 13 which is connected
in scries with the bridge network and a Heating Current
Control device 15 which is essentially a switch which
acts to interrupt the current from battery 13 under the
control of a voltage applied to its input terminals from
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a Scensor and Control Voltage Source 17, The latter
device controls the opening and closing of the Heating
Current Control to produce current pulses spaced at
essentially constant intervals of, say, 13 millisecconds,
but of variable timc length. The pulses arc applied to

the load circuit including glowplug 3. The Sensor 17, in

turn, 1s under the control of the output voltage from the
bridge § 1n such a way that as the temperature, and thus
the resistance, of the glowplug increases the unbalance
voltage from thc bridge acts on the Sensor 17 to
shorten the length of the current pulses, and vice versa.

When the filament tempcerature is low the pulses may

last up to 6 milliscconds, or so, so as to provide maxi-
mum heating effectiveness and to insure fast evapora-
tion of the liquid fuel. As the temperature of the glow-
plug filament increases the control system reduces the
duty cycle or length of the pulsces to something of the
order of 0.2 to (.5 milliseconds. Depending upon the
resistance of the glowplug, the current pulses may have
a magnitude of about 10 amperes, more or less.
Referring now to FIG. 11, a complete circuit diagram
15 given in which corresponding clements bear the same
reference numerals as in FIG. 1. As indicated before,
the battery 13 1s connected to the glowplug 3 through
resistor 7 and-through a switch which 1s now seen to
take the form of the collector-emitter path of an NPN
power transistor 19, If desired, two or more transistors
may be usced n parallel to increase the current capac-
ity. The base clectrode of transistor 19 i1s connected to
the emitter of a driver transistor 21, and thesce clements
constitute the Heating Current Control 15 of FIG. .
Transistors 19 and 21 form a Darlington circuit. Alter-
nativcely transistor (or transistors) 19 may be PNP
rather than NPN, connected cmttter to line 39, collec-

tor to battery minus, base to linc 39 via a 1000 ohm

resistor, and directly to the collector of transistor 21,
whosc emitter 18 now connected to battery minus. This
arrangement 18 known as a complementary Darlington
circuit.

The driver transistor 21 1s, in turn, driven by a string
of emitter-follower transistors 23, 24 and 27. All of
these transistors together form one half of a multivibra-
tor. The other half 1s transistor 25, Capacitor 29 1s
connected between the collector and its load resistor
30 of transistor 25 and the base of transistor 23 thus
providing a fcedback path for multivibrator operation.
The other fecdback path is through the timing circuit
31 which includes capacitor 33 connected In series
with parallel-connected resistor 35 and diode 37, be-
tween the collector of the power transistor 19, via line
39, and the base of the multivibrator transistor 25.
‘When transistor 25 1s off, that ts when 1t i1s non-con-
ducting, the emitter-follower chain including the power
transistor 19, will conduct, and visa versa. Also note
that the fcedback 1s such that cach portion of the multi-
vibrator fecds to the other a control voltage which will
change its opcrating condition. Thus, assuming that the
emitter-follower chain starts to conduct, the low 1m-
pedance of the power transistor 19 pulls conductor 39
down almost to the ncgative battery potential. This
negative-going pulsc is passced to the base-of transistor
25 by the capacitor 33 and the timing circuit, thus
cutting off transistor 25. When the resulting charge on
capacitor 33 leaks off, however, transistor 25 will begin
to conduct again by reason of the positive voltage ap-
plied to 1t through resistor 26. This will pull its collector
down toward the negative battery (ground) potential
and the resulting pulse will be applied to the base of
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transistor 23 by capacitor 29 and the emitter-follower
chain will be shut off and the current through the
power transistor will stop.

The timing circuit is effectively shunted by the col-
lector-emitter path, including stablizing resistor 98, of a
PNP crror amplificr transistor 41. Accordingly, the rate
at which the timing circuit functions will be determined
by the.current flow in this shunt circuit. This current is
dctermined by the crror or unbalance voltage of the
bridge network which 1s sensed by error transistor 43,
the basc of which 1s connected to potentiometer 11. Its
output, taken across load resistor 44, 1s coupled to the
base of amplifier transistor 41. The emitter of 43 ties
back to the mid-point of the glowplug arm of the bridge
through stablizing rcsistor 46.

- When the temperature of the glowplug is too high its
resistance increases, the bridge 1s unbalanced and the

currcent through transistor 43 increases. This current 1s

amplified by transistor 41. The amplified current
speeds the discharge of capacitor 33 that holds transis-
tor 25 cut off (at which time the power transistor 19 is
on), which accordingly allows transistor 25 to conduct
sooner and shortens each pulse of heating current to
reduce its duty cycle, tending to reduce the tempera-
turc of the glowplug. If the glowplug is too cold, transis-
tor 41 fecds less current to the capacitor 33 and the
pulses are longer. When the glowplug 1s much too cold,
as when 1t 1s wet by the liquid fuel, transistor 41 is cut
off entirely, and the capacitor 33 1s discharged only by
the current through the base of transistor 25, limited by
the 15,000 ohm current-limiting resistor 35. This gives
the maximum duty cycle, which 1s a pulse length of
about 6 milliseconds. The normal tempcraturc of the
glowplug may be set by adjusting potentiometer 11.

The purpose of diode 37 and resistor 35 1s to limit the
base current of transistor 25 during thc charging of
capacitor 33 when the collector of transistor 19 goes
positive at the end of each heating current pulse, yct
still to present a low impedance path to the negative-
going step at the beginning of cach current pulse. In the
former casc the diode is back-biassed, so the charging
current must flow through resistor 38. In the latter case
the diode conducts.

Current to run the sensing and control portlons of the
circuit is derived from linc 45 which is connected to the

cathode of diode 47, the anode of which is connected
to the junction of the glowplug and the series resistor 7.

For this reason these portions of the circuit draw no
stand-by current from the battery when the contacts

have becn removed from the glowplug. It will be noted

that the only d.c. connection from the operatmg Cir-
cultry to the positive terminal of the battery is made
through the glowplug. However, when the glowplug is
connected, and when no heating current is flowing, the
potential at the glowplug and at the anode of diode 47
1s of the order of 12 volts positive. This voltage charges
the large 1000 microdarad capacitor 49, which is con-
nected directly between lead 45 and the negative bat-
tery terminal, to a potential of 12 volts minus a 0.6 volt
diode drop. Lead 45 thercfore becomes positive and'is
held at that potential by capacitor 49. During current
pulses the voltage at the anode of diode 47 drops about
8 volts, but the capacitor 49 cannot discharge through
it because the diode 47 is then reverse biassed. Conse-
quently the circuit continues to operate during current

pulscs bby reason of the charge on the large capacitor

49. This featurc makes it unnecessary to throw a switch
to turn the device off when the engine has started and
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the clips are removed from- the glowplug. The load on
the battery is shut off automatically. Ordinarily one

would expect the lower terminals of both bridge arms’

to be connected together. Note that in my preferred
circuit they are not. Instead, the lower terminal of the
comparison arm-of the bridge, containing resistors -9,
11 and 12, is connected to the lower terminal of the
slowplug arm by a large 1000 microfarad capacitor S1.
In addition the cathode of a diode 53 is connected to
one terminal of the capacitor- 51 while 1ts anode 13
connected to the other terminal through the glowplug.
When the clip leads are disconnected from the glow-
plug no d.c. current can flow into cither arm of the
bridge circuit and, as is desired, no stand-by current
will flow at all. However, as soon as the clips are con-
nected to the glowplug and a heating current starts, line
39 goes toward ground, as previously indicated, and a
charging current flows from positive battery, through
capacitor 51 and the right-hand arm of ‘the brldgc
including diode 55, to line 39. However, diode 53 13
noled so that it will conduct and tend to discharge the
capacitor during periods when the power transistor 1s
not conducting. The net result is-that the capacitor
assumes a low charge roughly equal to the diode drop
across diode 53, and the voltage remains fairly constant
over the operating cycle because of the large value of
capacitor 51. Thus during the current pulse, which 1s
when the bridge is used, capacitor S1 bchaves almost
like a short circuit, so it has little cffect on the opera-
tion of the bridge. Furthermore, since the capacitor 51
is returned to the positive battery terminal it is cffec-
tively in scries with the battery so far as the comparison
arm of the bridge 1s concerned. This tends to compen-
sate for the fact that the internal resistance of a battery
increases as it runs down, and that its terminal voltage
under load drops faster as it discharges than does its
non-load terminal voltage. By returning both arms of
the bridge to the same pomt any brldge unbdlance thdt
might otherwise result is avoided.
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It will be obgcrvcd from FIG. I that diode 55 18 con- 40

nected in series with the right hand comparison arm of
the bridge, between conductor 39 and resistor 9. Also
note that a second diode 57 and a resistor 59 are con-
nected across the brldgc resistors 9 and 11. The pur-
pase of these diodes is to compensate for the basc-to-
emitter bias of transistor 43. That is, the potential at the
arm of the potentiometer is raised above ground poten-
tial by an amount roughly equal to the normal drop
from base to emitter of transistor 43 so that its normal
or balanced base potential and the potential at the
bridge output will be equal.

It has been pointed out earlier that a connector clip 1
used to connect the power circuit to the glowplug. It
has been found that in attaching the clip to the plug
electrical contact is made and broken many times be-
fore the final connection is established. This is common
behavior for ordinary metallic contacts. The conse-
quent repeated voltage transients cause the powcr cir-
cuit to give morc current pulses than it should. As a
result, a dry plug may be burned out in the process of
connecting it to the power source. An'optional feature
has been provided it to the power source. An optional
feature has been provided to overcome this problem.
The circuit in question may be called an Anti-Mul-
tipulse Circuit, sincc it compensates for too many cur-
rent pulses which effectively increase the duty cycle of
the hcating current by triggering thc multivibrator
more frequently than it should be triggered.
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A 10 microfarad capacitor 61 is connected betwecen
conductor 39 and the mid-point of a pair of diodes 63
and 65 which constitute a so-called diode pump. The
anode of diode 63 gocs to ground while the cathode of
diode 65 is connected to a capacitor 67, and to a resis-
tor 69 and thence through a diode 71 to a 10 micro-
farad capacitor 73 and to the base electrode of a tran-
sistor 75, through an isolating resistor. Capacitor 67
and resistor 69 are both returncd to ground so that they
are in shunt with the diode pump. The other terminal of

capacitor 73 also goes to ground so that 1t holas any
voltages that are applied to the base of transistor 7J.
The operation of this circuit 1s as follows: cach time the
potential of line 39 goes positive following a heating
pulse an increment of voltage is fed through the diode
pump into capacitor 67. Normally cach increment
largely leaks away through resistor 69 beforc the next
pulse arrives. But if the pulses follow onc another too
quickly because of transient pulses generated by spark-
ing contacts at the glowplug, then they will pump the
base of transistor 75 up to more than 0.6 volts above 3
volts, the point at which the divider chain of resistors
79 and 77 is holding its emitter. Therefore transistor 73
will conduct, and it will stay conducting until 1ts base
current has discharged the charge on capacitor 73. This
holds the base of transistor 24, which is in the emitter
follower chain, at such a low potential that 1t will not
conduct, the power transistor will not be turned on and
no current will go through the glowplug.

Earlier, mention was made of another alternative
featurc of this circuit in accordance with which the
power is automatically turned off when the clip has
been removed from the glowplug, after the engine has
started. It has been observed that at this moment the
user is giving his undivided attention to the airplane
and may accidentally drop the clip in a way which
causes it to become short-circuited. This could run the
battery down if it were not noticed. A further fcature of
this invention provides a circuit to prevent this.

The anti-short circuiting circuit begins with a transis-
tor 83 the base of which is connccted to the output of
the bridge nctwork at the arm of potentiometer 11. Its
emitter is connected to the midpoint between the glow-
plug and the series resistor 7. Its.collector goes to
ground through a load resistor 85 and to the anode of
a diode 87, the cathode of which is connected to the
ungrounded terminal of capacitor 73 and thus to the
basc’ of transistor 75. The anode of 87 i1s coupled
through a 0.22 microfarad capacitor 89 to the emitter
of transistor 73.

This ‘““anti-short circuit” feature operates as follows:
a short circuit at the glowplug clip makes the potential
of the emitter of transistor 83 go up toward battery
positive voltage so that it is much more positive than
usual. Incidentially, such a short also unbalances the
bridge in the dircction that tends to make the heating
current come on full blast since the sensing circuit
would think that the glowplug temperature 1s too low.
Normally transistor 83 is cut off, but now it conducts
heavily, charging up the capacitor 73 across the base of
transistor 75, making it conduct and, as before, transis-
tor 24 is shut off. At the same timc a positive pulse 1s
applied through capacitor 89 to the emitter of transis-
tor 75. this briefly delays the conduction of transistor
75 and allows capacitor 73 to become heavily charged
before the system is cut off. As before, conduction in
transistor 75 stops the heating current, but in this case
the current stops for about 1/5 second as capacttor 73
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is slowly discharged by the base current of transistor
75. The circuit then tries another current pulsc and is

stopped again if the short remains, and so on until the

short is removed. The drain on the battery while this 1s
going on is less than 100 milliamperes which is much
less than the drain during normal operations.

The Zener diode 81 is placed between the base of
transistor 21 and the emitter of transistor 27 so that
during hecating current pulscs the base of transistor 24
is at a higher (more positive) potential rélative to the
negative terminal at the battery than it would be if the
Zener diode 81 were omitted. This higher potential
allows the clamp transistor 75 to shut off the hcating
current when its emitter collector potential 1s high
cnough so its current gain is high, and at the samce time
allows its emitter potential to be sct high enough by
resistors 77 and 79 so that the diode pump and anti-
short circuit feedback operate with voltage excursions
large compared to the non-linear range of diodes 63,
65, 71, and 87, and transistor 75. This ensures that
these feedback paths, the anti-multipulse and anti-short
circuit fecedbacks are completely inactive when not
needed, yet powerful when i opceration.

A high current capacity diode 91 may be connected
between the collector and emitter of the power transis-
tor 19 to protect it in case the battery should ever be
accidentally connected to the circuit in reversed
polarity. The rclatively inexpensive glowplug would
then act as a fuse and blow out, but the more expensive
powcr transistor would be saved.

Glowplug engines are frequently started in proximity
to radio-controlled planes. In order to minimize any
possible radiation interference with the tlying planes, a
(0.02 microfarad capacitor 93 may be connected across
the collector-base path of transistor 21. This will round
off the corners of the pulses and reduce the generation
of undesired harmonics. Shielding may also be used it
desired.

Various indicator lights may also be employed. FIG.
Il illustrates the usc of a light emitting diode 99, for
example red, to indicate whether the circuit 1s 1) prop-
erly connccted, 2) short circuited or 3) disconnected.
The LED is connected in series with the collector of
transistor 27. When the multivibrator operates, the
light will flash, but so rapidly that it will appcar steady.
When the plug clips are short circutted the light will
flash on and off five timcs per second as a warning.
When the circuit is disconnected the LED 1s, of course,
out.

Another LED, 95, preferably of a different cclor,
may be connected in serics with a Zener diode 97 be-
tween the positive voltage line and ground. This diode
will light whenever the glowplug is connected, provided
that the voltage between linc 45 and ground 1s greater
than the sum of the threhold voltages of the Zener
diode and the LED. IF these are correctly chosen, as
for example a 26 volt green LED and a 9 volt Zener
diode, the LED will light so long as a safe margin of
charge remains in the battery and go out when it is time
to recharge.

While this invention is particularly useful in starting
small internal combustion engines for model airplanes,
it is also useful in other applications where fast heating
is required as, for cxample, where the rise in tempera-
ture is delayced by the high thermal capacity of the
element to be heated or of material adjacent to it. Thus
diesel engines for automotive use frequently require a
pre-heating period before they will start. Obviously the
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more quickly this is done the better. The system herc
described would allow maximum heating cftect for
initial hecating without danger of burning out the hcat-
ing element.

[ claim: I

1. Circuit means for quickly heating a heatable ele-
ment which may temporarily be in contact with an
evaporatable liquid which prevents it from getting hot,
comprising:

. means for sensing the resistance of said element to
obtain a control voltage rclated to the temperature
of said clement,

2. a battery source of heating current for said ele-
ment which would be sufficient to overheat said
heatable element if applied in the absence of said
liquid,

3. means for applying pulscs of said heating current
to said element, the pulses being of constant ampli-
tude and variable duration, and

4. mcans for varying the duration of said pulses in
response to said control voltage so that longer
pulses are applied during the presence of said lig-
uid so as to speed up the evaporation of said liquid
and shorter pulscs arc applied thereafter so as to
maintain the temperature of said element below a
prcdetermined value.

2. Apparatus of the kind described in claim 1 in

which

1. said means for applying pulses of said heating
current includes a switching device connected 1n
scries with said heatable element and a multivibra-
tor operable to control the on and off periods of
said switching device, and

2. in whch said control voltage varies the on and oft
periods of said multivibrator.

3. Apparatus of the kind described in claim 1 In
which said heatable element is the glowplug of an c¢n-
gine designed for powering model airplanes and which
is subject to flooding when the engine is primed.

4. A device for heating the glowplug.of a model air-
plane internal combustion engine which 1s subject to
flooding when the engine ts primed, the liquid fuel
preventing the glowplug from becoming sufficiently
hecated, comprising:

1. a bridge network for senstng the resistance of the

glowplug as a measure of its temperature,

2. a direct current source of current for powering
said device and for heating said glowplug, the volt-
age and current capacity of said source being sufti-
cient to overheat said glowplug if applied directly
thereto in the absense of said liquid fuel,

3. mcans for applying pulses of said current to heat
satd glowplug, the effectiveness of said current
being controllable,

4. means for developing a control voltage which 1s
rclated to the resistance of the glowplug as deter-
mined by said bridge network, and

5. means for utilizing said control voltage to vary the

~ effectiveness of said heating current so as to apply
maxtmum heating power to said glowplug when
said glowplug is cold and reducing its effectiveness
as said glowplug reaches normal operating temper-
aturc whereby liquid fuel is rapidly evaporated
from said glowplug and it reaches its operating
temperature rapidly.

5. A device of the character described in claim 4 in

which the heating current is applied to the glowplug
through removable contactors which may generate
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erratic contact when being applied to produce hecating
current pulses which occur more frequently than nor-
mal so as to tend to overheat said glowplug comprising,
in addition, mcans for developing a second control
voltage which is related to the more frequent than
noraml pulses, and means for utilizing said seccond con-
trol voltage to disable said source of heating current so
as to prevent overheating of said glowplug.

6. A device of the character described in claim 4 1n
which the heating current is applied to the glowplug
through removable contactors which may become
short-circuited after removal comprising, In addition,
means for sensing the short-circuited condition to pro-
duce an additional control voltage which exists only
when a short circuit is present, and means for utilizing
said additional control voltage to disable said source of
heating current so as to minimize the flow of current
through said short circuit from said source of heating
current.

7. A device of the character described in claim 4 1n
which the source of heating current includes a battery
and which includes, in addition, means applying ener-
gizing voltages from the battery to other components of
the device only when the circuit is connccted to the
glowplug so that when the means for heating the glow-
plug is disconnected from the glowplug the storage
battery is also disconnected from said other circuit
means elements, whereby it is not necessary to turn the
heating means off to conserve battery power when it
has been so disconnected.

8. A device of the character described in claim 4 in
which said device is connccted to said glowplug by
removable leads and in which the direct current for
powering said device is derived from the charge in a
large capacitor which is coupled to said direct current
source through said glowplug, said removable leads and
a diode, so that the device draws no stand-by current
when said removable lcads have been disconnected
from said glowplug. -

9, A device according to claim 4 in which said glow-
plug and a scries resistor comprise a first arm of said
bridge network and in which a large capacitor in series
with other resistors comprise a second arm, said glow-
plug being connectable in said first arm by removable
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connectors, said control voltage being derived from
conjugate points betwecen said first and said sccond
arms of said bridge, said heating current pulses being
applied to said glowplug through the first arm of said
bridge, said large capacitor scrving to isolate the sec-
ond arm of said network from said source when said
glowplug is not connected in said first arm, and means
charging said capacitor to a voltage which rcmains
fairly constant over the operating cycle so that said
capacitor has little effect on the operation of the bridge
and stand-by currents are minimized.

10. A device of the character described in claim 4 in
which said heating current is applied to said glowplug
through removable contactors which may become
short-circuited after removal to cause said control volt-
age to exceed its normal value,

1. additional means responsive only to said control

voltage when it exceeds its normal range of values,

2. a transistor in circuit with said means for applying
pulscs of said heating current to control the effec-
tiveness thercof, and

3. means operative by a response of said additional
means to cause said transistor to minimize the ef-
fectiveness of said heating current.

11. A device of the character described in claim 4 1n
which said heating current is applied to said glowplug
through rcmovable contactors which may become
short-circuited after removal to cause said control volt-
age to exceed its normal value,

1. additional means responsive only to said control

voltage when it excecds its normal range of values,

2. a capacitor in circuit with said additional means
which is charged when said additional means re-
sponds to a control voltage of cxcessive value,

3. a transistor in circuit with said means for applying
pulses of said heating current to control the cftec-
tiveness thereof,

4. mecans utilizing the charge in said capacitor to
control the opecration of said transistor so as to
minimize the cffectiveness of said heating current
in response to the presence of said charge, and

5. means slowly discharging said capacitor so as to
produce a succession of current pulses at spaced

intervals so long as said short-circuit remains.
% %k X ¥ ¥
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