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[57] ABSTRACT

Electrical and electronic components loosely mounted
in a circuit board with their leads extending through
holes in the board are temporarily stabilized 1n posi-
tion in the board by treating the board and component
leads at least in part with a selected material in liquid
state, and hardening the material to form a solid,
solder-compatible, non-metallic cement having a melt-
ing point below that of solder, coupling the board and
leads to one another. The component leads may then
be trimmed to finish length, and the components
soldered in place. Alternatively the board may be
placed in storage for future soldering. The cement is
melted and displaced simultaneously with soldering.
Preferred as cement are naturally occurring and syn-
thetic waxes having a melting point in the range of
about 120--195°F. In a preferred embodiment of the

“invention compatible flux active agents and/or wetting

agents may be intermixed with the liquid material
whereby the board and component leads may be
fluxed simultaneously with treating to temporarlly sta-
bilize the components in the board. |

27 Claims, 4 Drawing Figures '

347 o 387 f)?

INSERTION FLUX PREHEATING TREATING uaRDENING | | LEAD SOLDERING
STATION STATION STATION |  STATION i "] sarion [T gRNe STATION



59/

3,973,322

N
el
-
0
O
%. 97
. 92 -
o voE
5 > R AR
~ d A N J.__ J.__-rr £ (S
) v
» (7 ¢ e mNN
<
L
-
2
o'
“ _ N. ..Q\k NOILYIS NOILYLS
U. | IN1H3010S wz_zﬁ_&wﬁ_

0) 8¢

1 NOILYIS
ININWIYL

w3l

i
NOLIVIS -
JNINJQYVH

| T
N1 430703

ov

8¢

be

NOILVIS NOTLVLS NOILV1S

INI1V3H3Yd

ONINIQYVH INILV3YL

174> 4

NOILVIS

IN[1V3Y]

vae

NOILYIS |
Xn14

~0¢&

CNonwis |
NOILYISNI

b2

NOILVIS

NOTLYISNI

e



5 ~ U.S. Patent Aug. 10,1976: Sheet 2 0f 2 3,973,322

22 ' -

N . - - 4
hl " 26

FIG. 2



3,973,322

1
MASS SOLDERING SYSTEM AND METHOD

The present invention relates to systems for assem-
bling electrical and electronic components onto sub- 5
strate circuit boards, and more specifically to systems
- for mass soldering components onto printed circuit
boards. |

Numerous processes and apparatus are well known in
the art for mounting electrical and electronic compo-
‘nents onto printed circuit boards. In general such meth-
ods comprise positioning the components onto the
boards, soldering the leads of the components to the
board, and cutting off the component excess leads.

A typical circuit board assembly may involve a sub- 1>
stantial number of components, and to connect each of
‘these components to the board individually with a sol-
dering iron is a tedious process. Accordingly the art has
proposed various systems by which a plurality of com-
‘ponent connections to a board may be effected in a 20
single or mass soldering operation. One type of mass
soldering system involves a so-called *“dip soldering” or
pot soldering technique. In this type of system, an en-

_ tire side of the circuit board assembly containing the
printed conductors, with the leads from the circuit

components projecting through various holes in the
board, is briefly immersed or dipped into a body of
molten solder, removed and cooled.

 Another system mvolves passing the board through a
‘moving stream of solder, typically in the form of a 30
wave, i.e., a so-called ‘“‘wave soldering” technique.
Various wave soldering techniques form the basis of
numerous patents and are described in detail in U.S.

Pat. Nos. 2,993,272; 3,004,505; 3,037,274, 3,039,185;
3,056,370, 3,058,441; 3,082,520, 3,100,471;
3,196,829; 3,207,128; 3,216,642; 3,217,959;
3,266,139; 3,277,566 and others. A problem which has
‘plagued both types of soldering systems is the deposi-
tion of excess solder in the board in the form of icicling,
webbing and bridging. This excess deposition is be-
lieved to be caused by the long component leads which
may touch or cross each other. Also, due to the length
of the component leads it is often necessary to immerse
the circuit assembly into a relatively deep solder pot or
to utilize a relatively deep wave all of which may result
in substantial icicling. However, relatively long compo-
nent leads are generally desired to facilitate inserting
the components onto the board. By the same token,
some lead excess length is also generally desired to
minimize the possibility that components will be dis-
lodged in subsequent operations. |

Accordingly, the art typically subjects a circuit board
to two separate mass soldering operations or steps as
follows: The components are first ‘“‘rough” soldered to
stabilize or fix the components position on the board so
that the leads could be trimmed to desired length. The
soldered connections are then finished in a second
soldering step in which excess solder is removed. A
typical prior art mass soldering procedure may thus
entail the following main steps: |

1. Mount the components loosely onto the circuit

~ board with the component leads extending through

~holes in the board;

2. Preclean the component leads and circuit board

e.g., as by fluxing;

3. Solder the clean leads to the cu'curt board;

4, Trim the lead excess lengths; and

5. Reflux to clean the leads exposed in trimming; and
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2

6. Resolder to remove excess solder from the first
soldering step, and to cover the leads exposed after |
trim. -

A prmc:pal dlsadvantage of the prlor art as above

described is the requirement for the second soldering |

step which adds appreciably to production costs, and

-also increases the pos31b111ty of damaging heat sensitive

components and warping the circuit board. -

U.S. Pat. No. 3,568,295 to Moran proposes eover’ing
and holding components in position on a board by
applying a thin sheet of plastic heat-sealable material
over the components. The sheet 1s drawn down over

the components by a vacuum, and the sheet is then heat

sealed onto the board. Using this method the compo-
nents are said to be sufficiently stabilized whereby the

excess leads may be trimmed prior to soldering. Obvi-
ous disadvantages of this system are the requirement of

special equipment. for applying and sealing the sheet

‘material, inadvertent destruction of the plastic by heat

of soldering and also the need for stripping the 'sheet
from the board after the soldering step is completed.
Another disadvantage is the possibility of production of

noxious fumes resulting from exposure of the plastic

sheet material to molten solder temperatures. A similar
process is disclosed in Johnston U.S. Pat No

3,388,465. | |

A prmCIpal object of the present invention is there-
fore to provide an improved apparatus, and method
and materials for assembling and mass soldering of
circuit boards. Another objectis to provide a relatively
simple apparatus and method for finish mass solderlng |
of circuit boards in a single soldering step | |

- A further object is to provide apparatus and process
which embodies a new and improved system and means.
of stabilizing components assembled in a clrcurt ‘board
whereby the component excess leads may be tnmmed
prior to soldermg Yet other objects will in part appear
obvious and will in part appear hereinafter.

The invention accordingly comprises the processes .
involving the several steps and the relative order of one
or more such steps with respect to each ether and the
materials, products and apparatus possessing the fea- |
tures, properttes and relations of elements ‘which are
exemplified in the following detailed disclosure and the
scope of the appllcatton of which wnll be mdlcated in
the claims.

Generally, to effect the foregomg and other objects-
the present invention involves temporarlly stablllzmg

electrical and electronic components mounted on a

circuit board with their leads extending through holes

in the board, by apphcatlon thereto of a selected mate-
rial (or mixture of materlals) in liquid state, and hard-

ening the material to form a solid solder-compattble
cement coupling the leads and board. The material
should not decompose at soldermg temperatures, but

~ instead should have a melting point or liquidus temper-
ature below the molten solder. In a preferred embodi- -
“ment of the invention compatible flux active agents

and/or wetting agents may be intermixed with the lig-

“uid material whereby the board and component leads
may be fluxed simultaneously with treating to tempo-

rarily stabilize the components in the board. Once the

~ solid cement is formed, the component leads may then

be trimmed to finish length, and the leads may then be
soldered in place in a single soldermg step .utilizing
known techmques The cement is removed by melting
srmultaneously with the soldermg step
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For a fuller understanding of the nature and objects
of the present invention, reference should be had to the

following detailed description taken in connection with

the ‘accompanying drawings wherem like numemls_

denote like elements, and:

FIG. 1 i1s a side elevatlonal view, diagrammatically
-1llustratmg a soldering system aceordmg to the present
invention; -

FIG. 2 1s an enlarged side elevational view, in section,

showmg a circuit board assembly at an mtermediate
stage in the process of the present invention: |

FIG. 3 1s an enlarged side-elevational view, in section
shewing' a circuit board assembly at an intermediate
stage In an alternative and preferred process of the
present invention; and | |

FIG. 4 is a side elevational view; diagrammatically
illustrating an alternative and preferred soldering sys-
tem according to the present invention. . |

In the following detailed description ef the present
invention, the term ‘“‘component lead” refers to that
part of metallle conductor of an electrical or electronic
component that is joined to the printed circuit pattern,
.., the component leads, terminals, lugs, etc. The term

“land” as used herein refers to that part of the metallic

pattern on the printed circuit to which the lead is
joined.
The terms “‘liquid” and ““solid” which are used. herem
with. reference to physical properties of materials, are
to be understood as referring to such properties as they
exist under conditions.as ‘may be specified. For exam-
ple, the term “‘solid”’ then refers to a state wherein the
elements of a matrix or lattice structure of a material
exhibit spatial orientation which is substantially static
or fixed over ordinary time periods during which the
property of sehdlty is significant or required. The terms
“harden” and “melt” which are used herein, are to be
understood as referrmg to the process in whlch a mate-
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rial, either crystallme or amorphous, goes through in

changmg from a liquid to a solid, or vice versa. For
example, the term “harden” may thus refer to a classi-
cal phase change wherein a liquid is cooled to below its
solidus temperature.. However the term ‘“‘harden” is
not mtended to be so llmlted and may include, for
example (1) evaporatmg the solvent from a solutlen
containing the selected material leaving a solid, and (2)
polymerizing a lquId monomer to a solid polymer
While there are a large number of materials which
can be used as the cement in accordance with the tech-
nique of the present invention, the preferred materials
are those which are normally sohd under ambient con-
ditions, which melt or congeal at a temperature in the
range of from about 120° to 195°F, and are also ther-
mally stable at the temperature of I:qmd solder. Among
suitable materials may be mentioned naturally occur-
ring waxes such as vegetable waxes, e.g. Fuphorbia
cerifera (candelilla), Corzpha cerifera (Carnauba),
Stipa Tenacission (Esparto), Syagrus coronata (Ouri-
cury), Rhus succedaneum (Japan wax); animal waxes,
e.g. Apis mellifera (Beeswax), Coccus cerifera ( Chlnese
Insect wax); petroleum derived mineral waxes, e.g.

Ceresine, Ozocerite, Microcrystalline, and, Montan
waxes. Also a number of synthetic waxes (so-called'

“Fischer-Tropsch™ waxes) are available eommerelally
will satisfy the aforesaid criteria and are useful in ac-
cordance with the technique of the present invention.

ethylene, polybutene polymdene polyvinyl acetate,
dipentene resins, and alkyl resins can be used to
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Additionally, certain polymers and resins such as poly-

4
achieve the, advantages of the instant invention. Such
polymers and resins may be applied either as a hot
melt, or the polymer or resin may be applied as a solu-
tion or dispersion in a solvent or carrier, and stabilized
or hardened by evaporation of solvent or carrier, or by

fusing. Alternatively, such polymers and resins may be
applied as a liquid monomer, or as a solution or disper-
sion containing the monomer, and the monomer is then

hardened by polymerization, e.g. as by application of
heat or ultraviolet light or by treating with a curing
agent or polymerlzatzon catalyst. Such materials are
considered thus to be ‘“‘solder-compatible” for pur-
poses of this invention.

Especially preferred are materials which melt upon

-exposure of the board to the liquid solder to form a

liquid coating upon the body of liquid solder which
protects the solder from oxidation, and also may act as
a wetting agent to reduce the surfaee tension of the
solder and thus facilitate soldering. It will be under-
stood that materials that evaporate or sublime at the
temperature of liquid solder may also be used as the

cement in accordance with the technique of the present

invention, thus are also intended to be included herein.
Obviously, mixtures of compatible waxes, polymers,
etc. may also be used in accordance with the teachings

~of the present invention.

While there are many teehnlques for applymg the
material, the preferred method involves passing the
loaded cireuit board through a wave of the material in
liquid state so that a coating of material is deposited
only on the component leads and on the surface of the
board but not deposited on the circuit components.
-Generally, the material is applied to the board sur-
face and component leads in molten state, and the
coated board is then cooled for a time at a temperature

sufficient to solidify the material on the board. and

leads, and thereby stabilize the positioning of the com-
ponents on the board. For example, where the material
is beeswax, the wax is heated to about 155°-160°F to
form the melt; the molten wax is applied to the board;
and the board is then cooled to below the llqu1dus
temperature of the wax, e.g. as by forced cool air to
solidify the molten wax on the board. -
Other materials require different hardemng opera-
tions. For example, in the case where polyvinyl acetate
is applied from aqueous solution, means should be
included for speeding evaporation of the aqueous car-
rier, e.g. as by forced heated air. |
Once substantially all of the liquid material applled to
the board and component leads has hardened the leads
may be cut to desired (finish) length. After the leads
are cut, the components may be soldered in place or
the beard with the components may be placed in stor-
age for subsequent soldering. Soldering may be by dlp
soldering, wave soldering or the like which results in
mass soldering of the component leads to circuit lands.
One embodiment of this invention is shown 1n the
FIGS. 1 and 2 of the drawings. Referring to FIGS. 1 and
2 of the drawings, a printed circuit board 20 is loaded,
at an inserting station 24, with a plurality of electrical

or electronic components 22 at predetermined pes:-
tions on board 20. The components may be inserted in

the board by any method known in the art which may
include manual assembly, semi-automatic, or auto-
matic assembly which may comprise smgle-statlon or
multiple-station pantagraph or numerlcally controlled
machines all of which are well known in the art and

need not be further described. It should be noted at this
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stage, components 22 are loosely mounted in the cir-
cuit board 20 with their leads 26 extending through
holes 28 in the board. Furthermore, leads 26 are typi-
cally shown somewhat longer than will be desired or

required in the completed circuit assembly. However,
leads longer than necessary are desired at this stage to

facilitate positioning and assembly, and also to mini-
mize the risk that components may be displaced from
their desired positions in subsequent operations. -

A requirement of any soldering system is that the

surface areas to be united or coated by solder must first
be cleaned of unwanted oxides and other films which
will otherwise interfere with wetting of the surfaces by
the molten solder. This is typically accomplished by
treating the surfaces to be soldered with a so-called
“flux” at a fluxing station 30. The flux may be any flux
well known in the art and may include, for example, a
water-white resin flux, an activated resin flux or a
- water-soluble flux. Likewise, the flux may be applied to
~ the circuit board and component leads by an manner
~well known in the art, as for example, by spraying,
foaming, or from a flux wave.

The fluxed board is then passed to a preheating sta-
tion 31 wherein the board is preheated in a manner well
known in the art to mobilize the flux and also drive off
the bulk of the flux solvent to form an active flux layer
33 on the board and leads. The board is typically
heated at station 31 to a topside temperature in the

range of from about 175°-200°F.
An important feature and critical requirement of the

present invention is the ability to temporarily stabilize
‘components in a board so that the component excess
leads may be trimmed or cut to finish length prior to
soldering. This is accomplished by treating the circuit
board and components at station 32, with a selected
liquid material.

The hiquid material may be applied at station 32 by
any manner well known in the art for applying a liquid,
as for example, by spraying or dip coating. Preferably,
‘however, the liquid material is applied from a wave of
the material. The liquid material coating on the board
1s then hardened at station 34 to form a cement 36
coupling the board and leads (see FIG. 2). The con-

struction of station 34 will be determined by the hard-
ening operation required, which in turn is dependent
on the nature of the material. For example, where the

material is applied as a melt, station 34 should include
means to cool the coated board to solidify the material.

Thus station 34 may include a chill box or the like. On

the other hand, depending on the nature of the mate-
rial, the latter’s llqmdus temperature and the tempera-
ture of the ambient air, the material may harden as the

board is transported between station 32 and trimming
station 38. In such case station 34 will not constitute a

separate defined work station. Station 34 may comprise
other constructions. For example, where the material is
applied as a liquid solution, station 34 should include
means for speeding evaporation of the solvent or liquid
carrier, €.g. a source of heated air flow. And, where the
material i1s applied as a monomer, station 34 should

include means for effecting or accelerating polymeriza-
tion of the monomer, and may include, for example, a

heat source or source of ultra violet light (depending
on the nature of the polymerization), or may include
means for applying a curing agent or the like to the
liquid material coating the board.

Once the material is substantially hardened, the
board is passed to trimming station 38 wherein the
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component excess leads are cut to finish length. If de-
sired the board may then be passed to a second flux
station (not shown) wherein the cut ends of the compo-
nent leads may be treated- with flux, or the board may

be passed directly to the soldering station 40 wherein
molten solder is appiied to the board and the compo-

nent leads, and smultaneous]y the cement is melted

and displaced. | |

~ An alternative soldermg system 1S shown in FIG. 4.
The system of FIG. 4 is similar to that as in FIG. 1, in
which, however, a flux material compatible with the
cement is admixed with the cement material and ap-
plied to the board and component leads simultaneously
with the cement (36a) application. The flux may in-

clude any of the usual flux active agents, e.g. acidic -

compounds, known in the art, which are compatlble

with the selected cement material, and may also 1n-

clude the usual wetting agents. |

While there are a large number of flux - materials
which can be added to the cement in accordance with
the technique of the present invention, the preferred

materials are those which are soluble in or miscible.

with the cement material; however, flux materials

which are insoluble in the cement material may also be
used in which case means should be provided to agitate

‘the mixture so as to prevent separatlon of the materials.

The cement material acts as a carrier for the flux active
agents and the wettmg agent so that the usual flux

carrier, e.g. alcohol, is not generaly requlred |
‘Various commerc:ally available flux active agents |

“may be mixed with the cement material in accordance

with' the technique of the present invention, among

- which may be mentioned various carboxyllc acids such
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as abietic acid, citric acid, lactic acid, oleic acid and
pimeric acid; amines, amine carboxylates and amides;
quarternary amonium salts; inorganic acids such as

hydrochloric acid, hydrofluoric acid, orthophosphonc |
acid; and halogen salts such as zinc chloride. The
amount of flux active agents and the wettmg agents
which may be added to the cement material will vary
over a wide range depending upon the nature of the
flux materials and the strength of flux required. For
example, where the flux active agent is oleic acid, and

the cement material is candellia wax, the mixture may
typically comprise about 20 volume percent of the

acid, the balance the wax, and is sultable for removing
thin to moderate films of oxide from mpper |
The board and component leads are treated WIth
flux-cement material admixture in one step in a treating
station 32A. As in the system of FIG. 1, treating may be
by any manner well known in the art for applying a

liquid, e.g. as by spraying, dip coatlng or from a wave.

However, the embodiment shown in FIG. 4 has the
added advantage in that it is often possxble to eliminate
the step of reﬂuxmg after the leads are trimmed. This
latter advantage is believed due to a flow of flux across
the freshly cut leads carried in the melting cement.

Although not shown, it will be understood that wax
build-up (FIG. 1) and wax and flux build-up (FIG. 4)
may be readily controlled by simply sklmmlng the ex-

- cess from the top of the liquid solder in station 40.

65

The following examples illustrate more clearly the
manner in which printed circuit boards may be assem-
bled and mass soldered according to the present inven-
tion. The invention however should not be construed as
limited to the particular embodlments set forth in"the

examples.
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EXAMPLE I

‘A circuit board assembly is produced as follows: The
components are loaded into predetermined position in

‘the board, and the loaded board is fluxed using Kester
1544(manufactured by Kester Division of

Flux No.
Litton Industries). The fluxed board is then preheated
to a top surface temperature of about 140°F, prior.to

treating with molten candelilla wax (refined) by pass-
ing the bottom of the board through a wave of the
molten wax: The latter is formed in a Hollis Model
TDC-12 Wave Soldering device (manufactured by

Hollis Engineering, Inc.) which, however, was modified

to maintamn a sump temperature of only about 170°F.
‘The board has a residence time of two seconds in the
wave. The waxed board is cooled under flowing air at
ambient temperature whereupon the wax solidifies to
form a cement coupling the board and leads. The re-
sulting board after cooling below the solidus tempera-
‘ture of the wax appears substantially as shown in FIG.
3 of the drawings, and components are found to be
stabilized in position in the board. The component
leads are then cut to finish.length using a rotary lead
cutter and the cut leads are refluxed. The board is then
passed toa soldermg station comprising a Hollis Model
TDC-12 Wave Soldering device containing a body of
molten 63/37 solder (63 wt. percent tin, 37 wt. percent
lead) (m.p. 360°F). The solder wave is approximately
12 inches long, 3 inches wide and about %inch deep. A
layer of soldering oil such as Hollis 225 Solderlng Fluid,
_ﬁavarlable from Hollis Engineering, Inc. is floated on top
of the solder to protect the solder from oxidation by
exposure to the atmosphere, and also acts as a wetting
agent to assrst soldermg The manufacturer describes
this oil as comprtsmg a relatively high viscosity mineral
oil base stock in major proportion, the remainder a
mixture of oxidation inhibitors, mildly acidic fatty acids
and wetting agents. Heat from the molten solder melts
the wax coating, and the molten solder dlsplaces the
melted wax from the board and leads. The wax mixes
with and becomes part of the protectwe coating. An
"lntegrated circuit board assembly is obtained.

- EXAMPLE I

Integrated circuit boards are produced as in Example
l ‘in which however, the cement material is applied as
a ‘solution of polyvmyl acetate in water. The water is
evaporated by heating the coated board under flowing

air to 250°F, whereupon the polyviny! acetate forms a
cement coupllng the board and leads. The component
leads are then trzmmed and the board is soldered as in

Example 1.
An mtegrated crrcmt board IS obtamed as in Example

I
' EXAMPLES HI-V
'lntegrated' circuit boards are produced as in Example

I, in which, however, the cement materlals and melt
temperatures are as follows | |

| | Cement
Example No. . Cement - Temperature
111 Beeswax 170°F
vV . Ozokerite Wax- - 180°F
V. Microcrystalline Wax - 205°F
Vi Chevron Refined Petroleum . |
- Wax - 168°F

5

8
Integrated circuit board assemblles are obtained as in
Example I.

EXAMPLE VII

- Integrated circuit boards are produced as in Example

I, in which however, the two separate fluxing steps are

eliminated, and the flux is mixed with the cement mate-

- rial and applied to the loaded board simultaneously
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with the cement. For this Example the cement material
chosen is Microcrystalline wax to which is added 20
vol. percent of lactic acid. The mixture 1s agitated con-
stantly in order to maintain the acid in dispersion in the
wax. The mixture is heated to 175°F and applied to the
loaded board from a wave as in Example I. An inte-
grated circuit board is obtained as in Example I.

EXAMPLES VII-XI

Integrated circuit boards are produced as in Example
VI, in which, however, the cement-flux mixture and
melt temperatures are as follows (all percentages by
volume): |

. | Cement
“Example No. Cement-Flux Mixture - Temperature
VIII Candelilla Wax - (80%) -
| - Lactic Acid (20%) 180°F
1X Candelilla Wax (80%)
- - Oleic Acid (20%) . 165°F
X Beeswax (80%) - * |
Oleic Acid (20%) - 155°%
X1 Ozokerite (80%) - o |
- (20%)

Oleic Acid 178°F

EXAMPLE XII

Integrated circuit boards are produced as in Example
[, in which however, a wetting agent is mixed with the
cement material and applied to the loaded board simul-
taneously with the cement. For this Example the ce-
ment material chosen is Microcrystalline wax to which
1s added 5 vol. percent of Tween.which is a non-ionic
dispersant comprising a mixture of polyoxyethylene

sorbitan fatty acid esters. The mixture is heated to
175°F, and applied to the loaded board from a wave as

in Example I. Soldering is performed without adding
any additional wetting agent or protective oil to the
solder bath. An integrated circuit board 1s obtained as
in Example 1.

Since certain changes will be obvious to one skilled in
the art and may be made in the above disclosure with-
out departing from the scope of the inyention herein-
volved. For example, instead of applying the cement to
the circuit-carrying side of the board, the cement can
be deposited on the opposite side (top surface) of the
board, and also on the circuit components. It will be
appreciated that with the technique much of the ce-
ment may remain on the top surface of the board and

not be melted or displaced during soldermg This pro-

cedure may have particular application in the case
where 1t 1s desired to provide environmental protection
to the circuit assembly. Still-other changes will be obvi-

- ous'to one skilled 1n the art. Accordingly, it is intended

65

that all matter contained in the above description or
shown in the accompanying drawings shall be inter-
preted 1n an illustrative and not in a limiting sense.

- What 1s claimed is:

1. A method of mass joining with solder, electrical
and electronic components assembled in a perforated
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circuit board, said board having adjacent at least some
of its perforations a metallic pattern to which the com-
ponent leads can be joined by said solder, and wherein
the component leads extend through at least some of
the perforations in said board and excess lengths of said
“component leads are trimmed prior to soldering, said
method comprising the steps in sequence of:

5

a. temporarily stabilizing said components in position

on said board by coupling said board and said leads

to one another with a meltable cement compatible
‘with said solder and having a melting point below
that of said solder:; |

b. trimming said leads;

c. immersing said board and trimmed leads at least in
part in a molten body of said solder so as substan-
tially simultaneously to cause said cement to melt
and said solder to replace the melted cement on
sald board, and to wet said metallic pattern and
leads. |

2. A method according to claim 1 wherein said sol-
der-compatlble cement has a melting point tempera-
ture in the range of about 120-195°F.

3. A method accordmg to claim 1 wherein said sol-
der-compatible cement is selected from the group con-
sisting of waxes, resins and polymers.

4. A method according to claim 3 wherein said ce-—
ment comprises a.naturally occurring wax.

- 5. A method according to claim 4 wherein said natu-

| rally occuring wax comprises a vegetable wax.

6. A method according to claim 4 wherein said natu-

rally occuring wax comprises an animal wax.

7. A method according to claim 4 wherein said natu-
rally occurlng wax comprlses a petmleum derived min-
eral wax.

8. A method accordlng to claim 3 wherein said ce-
“ment comprises a synthetic wax derived from a Fischer-
Tropsch synthesis.

9. A method 'acct)rding to claim 3 wherein said ce-

ment compnses a resin selected from the group consist-

ing of alkyl resins and dipentene resins.

10. A method according to claim 3 wherein said
polymer is selected from the group consisting of poly-
ethylene, polybutene polyindene and polyvinyl ace-
tate. .

11. A method accordmg to claim 3 wherein said
cement comprises a water soluble polymer.

12. A method according to claim 1 wherein said
solder-compatible cement is applied to said circuit
board and leads as a selected liquid material, and in-
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14. A method according to claim 13 wherein said flux
is applied prior to the application of said liquid cement

material.
15. A method according to claim 13 wherein said flux

Is applied simultaneously with the application of said

liquid cement material. |
16. A system for joining with solder electrical and

electronic components assembled in a perforated cir-

cuit board, said board having a metallic pattern adja-
cent at least some of its perforations with the compo-

nent leads extending through at least some of the perfo-
rations in said board, and comprising in combination:
means for applying to said board and to said compo-

nent leads a meltable cement compatible with said

solder and having a melting point below that of said

solder so as to couple said board and leads; means for
trimming said leads to a predetermined length; and,
means adapted to contain a body of molten solder and
for applying said molten solder to said board and
trimmed leads so as to cause said cement to melt and
substantially simultaneously to replace the melted ce-
ment on said metallic pattern and on said tnmmed
leads with molten solder. .

17. A system according to claim 16 wherein said
means for applying said cement comprises a container
adapted for malntammg a bedy of said cement in liquid

state.
18. A system accordmg to clalm 16 wherein said

- container includes means for heating said cement so as
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cluding the step of hardemng said liquid to form said

cement. |
13. A method according to clalm 1 mcludmg the step
of applying a flux to said circuit board and leads.

35

to maintain said cement in molten condition.
19. A system according to claim 18 mcludmg means
for forming said liquid as a moving wave. -
20. Means according to claim 18 further including

means for hardening said cement after the latter 1S
applied to said board and leads.
21. Means accordlng to claim 20 wherein said means
for hardening comprises cooling means. -
22. Means aceerdmg to claim 20 wherein sald means

for hardening comprises heating means. _
23. Means according to claim 20 wherein said means

for hardening comprises means for treating said cement
with a chemical agent which agent causes said cement,

to harden.
24. Means accerdmg to clalm 20 wherein said means

for hardening comprises means for exposing said board
and leads to ultraviolet light.

25. A system according to claim 16 further mcludlng
means for positioning said components at predeter-
mined positions on said board.

26. A system according to claim 16 further including

means for applying a flux to said board and leads.
27. A system accordmg to claim 25 wherein said

means for applying said cement 1s adapted to SImu]ta-

neously apply said ﬂux | |
x k. %k
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