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[57] - ABSTRACT

A snap-in socket for wedge base lamps that avoids the
requirement of a quarter turn twist for locking the

~ socket in the panel. Contact members are adaptable to

be inserted from either end of the socket. One modifi-
cation of the contact member utilizes a snap-on hood
for providing one electrical return path through a

chassis thereby requiring only a single wire to the

socket. The contact members further feature wire
guide means thereon which function to straighten any
bent filament wires on the lamp bulb when the bulb 1s
inserted into the socket assembly.

10 Claims, 16 Drawing Figures
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SNAP-IN ASSEMBLY AND CONTACT TERMINAL
| FOR WEDGE BASE LAMPS

'CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED =~ s
* APPLICATIONS -

This appllcatlon 1S a conttnuatlon in- part of COpend-
ing application Ser. No. 343 339 filed Mar 21,1973,
now abandoned.- B .

BACKGROUND OF INVENTION

Freld of Invention .,

This invention relates to a snap-in panel mounted
lamp socket for wedge base lamps and to unproved (5
contact terminals therefor. “

PRIOR ART

Prlor art lamp sockets for wedge base lamps are in-
serted into a panel aperture having at least one slot 5q
adjacent thereto and then twisted to move a pair of
opposing cam locks from out of the slot and over the
wall of the aperture. This operation involves fabricating
a special non-round configuration -on the panel aper-
ture. If the socket is assembled to the panel on an as- 25
sembly line operation, the act of twisting the socket is
often omitted. | .

Additionally, in previous sockets it Was'neceSSary to
extend the socket housing to provide support for the

10

lamp or to provide additional structure as a lamp hold- 30

ing sleeve inasmuch as the socket contacts did not grip
the lamp with suffic1ent force.

Oftentimes the filament wires on the wedge base of
the lamp are bent resulting in improper electrical
contact with the contact members in the socket and 33
inoperative or faulty lamp operation.

SUMMARY OF INVENTION |

It 1s therefore an object of the mvent:on to provnde a
IthStIeSS snap-in socket for a wedge base lamp that will
securely hold the lamp by its base without the require- .
ment of additional elements as a socket lamp holding
sleeve. - | o

Another ob]ect of the lnventlon to provide a contact 45
member that is adapted to be inserted into the socket
housing from either end. | : L

Yet another object of the invention is to provrde an.
improved lamp socket member for a wedge based lamp .

40

bulb that features filament wire guide means on the 50

contact member for stratghtemng of bent wires on the
lamp. | o | T

These and other objects and advantages of the snap-
in socket will become apparent from the following -~
detailed descrlptlon drawings and claims of a snap-in 55
socket assembly for wedge base lamps. The socketisa
tubular member having an interior rib dividing the
interior of the socket into two longitudinal sections.
The one end -of the socket member has a pair of can-
tileverly ‘supported jaws supporting a pair of flat 60
contact members against the base of the lamp. The:

contact member has a plurality of tabs for securing the
contact member in the housing from external forces

and to hold the contact from movement within the
housing. Wire guide means formed on the contact 65
member serve to guide and straighten the filament
wires on the lamp base should they be bent prior to |
insertion in the lamp socket assembly

3,936,131
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" DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In the drawmgs | | |

FIG. 1 is an elevation view of the snap—m lamp socket |
assembly accordmg to the present invention 1nclud1ng a
lamp; |

FIG. 2 15 a left-hand end view of the snap -in lamp
socket of FIG. 1 with the lamp and contacts removed;

FIG. 3 is a fragmentary sectional view taken along.

line 3—3 of FIG. 2 and also 1llustratmg the socket

snapped into a panel .

FIG. 4 is a right-hand view v of the snap-in lamp socket
of FIG. 1 with-the.lamp and contacts removed;

FIG. 5§ is a sectional view taken along line 5 5 of

“FIG. 4 with the contacts in the section and the lamp

shown in elevation and illustrating the electrical con-
nection in the socket and the securing of the contact
members in the socket; . e

FIG. 6:is an elevation view of the snap -in lamp socket
of FIG. 1 partly in section and illustrating a larnp cover
and a modification of one of the contacts;: |

FIG. 7 is an elevation view of one form of contact for
the snap—in lamp socket assembly of FIG. 1;

FIG. 8 1s a sectlonal v1ew taken along lme 8 8 of

-FIG. 75

FIG. 9 is an-elevation view of one modification of the |
contact of FIG. 7 that is illustrated in FIG. 6;

FIG. 10 is an elevatron view of another modrﬁcatron
of the contact of FIG. 7; - S
FIG. 11 is an'elevation view of the contact member of
FIG. 9 provided with a filament wire guide and straight-
ening structure’ n accordance with another aspect of.

the invention; -

FIG. 12 is an end view taken in the dlrectlon 12—12
of FIG. 11; |

FIG. 13 i1s a fragmentary view of a wedge-type bulb
received between a pair of cooperating contact mem-
bers provided with the wire guide and stralghtenmg'
structure of the invention; - '

FIG. 14 is a plan view taken in the dlrectton 14-—-—-14
of FIG. 13; | o

FIG. 14A is a view similar to FIG. 14 showing the
contact member of FIG. 14 received in position on the
wedge based lamp bulb and the straightening action of

the wire guide and straightening structure of the
contact members of FIGS. 11-15; and

FIG. 15 is a sectional end view taken In the dlrectton '.
15 15 of FIG 13 T |

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Referrmg to the FIGS. by the characters of reference
there is illustrated in FIG. 1 an elevation of a snap-in-
socket assembly 20 for a wedge base bulb or lamp 22.
The wedge base lamp, which is well known and manu-

factured by several lamp manufacturers such as Gen-
- eral Electric and Westinghouse, has a bulbular evacu-

ated chamber section 24 fused to a wedge- -type base 26.

The base configuratton includes a raised’ cyl:ndrlcal |

centrally located vent tube portion 28 bounded by |

‘laterally extending side wings 30 of substantlally flat

rectangular cross section, as shown in FIG. 15. Both
ends of 32 of the lamp fllament extend through and exit
out of the bottom end of the side wings and are formed
on dlagonally opposite 'surfaces of the wings in such a

manner that on either side of the central cyllndrlcal

vent tube portlon there 18 only one end of the frlament N
wires, whlch is bent or looped back upon itself, as indi-
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cated in FIG. 14, with its end reentrant in and sealed in
the wedge base.

Extending across each side of the side wings trans-

versely to the normal axis of the: lamp IS a concave

detent trough 34. The troughs are in line iInterrupted’
only by the central cylindrical portion 28 of the base.

~ The filament extension wires overlie: and extend be-

yond the detent trough 34, as shown in FIGS. 14 and

14A 1n which the looped filament wire-of FIG. 14 is

indicated as bent or mlsahgned and is straightened by
the contact member wire guide and straightening struc-

ture as depicted in FIG. 14A. It is through a corre-
sponding, mirror tmage detent 36 on the contacts

38-40 that the lamp is held in a socket and electrncal
contact is made. | |

The socket 42 is an elongated tubular housmg havrng7

10

15

an elongated rib 44, which is shown as extending from

substantlally near one end of the housing to the other

end. A rim. 46 girds the housing at the other end from
which at least two opposed cantileverly supported side
panels 48 extend in an axial direction with respect to
the housing. A protuberance or dimple 50 is positioned
along the outside surface of each of the side panels and
is spaced-a predetermined distance from the rim 46. A
pair of contact members 38-40 are positioned within
the housmg 42 on either side of the rib 44 forming a

lamp receiving throat at the free end of the side panels

48.

The elongated tubular housmg 42 in the preferred
- embodiment, is fabricated from an electrlcally non-

20

4
The socket 42 is inserted in an aperture 61 having a size
equal to the size of the housing and the resiliency of the
side panels 48 ‘allows the wall of the aperture 61 to
bend the panels toward each other. As the protuber-
ance 50 has passed through the side panel, the latter

returns to its normal position, trapping and securing the

socket in the aperture 61 with the sides of the panel 62

held between the rim 46 and the protuberance 50.

Another function of the protuberance 50 is illus-
trated in FIG. 6 wherein the socket assembly 20 of FIG.
1 has a metallic hood member 64 snapped on over the
bulb 22. The hood member 64 has an encircling chan-
nel 66 confirmong to the size of the protuberance 50.
When the hood is positioned over the socket 42, the
leading edge 68 of the hood rides over the protuber-
ance 50, causing the side panels 48 to resiliently bend
until the protuberance snaps into the channel 66. The
hood 64 is then secured to the housing 42.

A pair of contact members 38-40 complete the
socket assembly 20 as illustrated in FIG. 1. Depending
upon the application and electrical requlrements the
contact members may both have wire leads attached -
thereto as shown in FIG. 1. This contact 38 embodi-

~ ment is illustrated in greater detail in FIG. 7. However,

25

30

conductive material. Except for the slight. molding draft -

angles, which are necessary for one form of manufac-
ture, the housing is cylindrical in shape having a right
circular cross-section. The .inside surface 52 of the
housing defines a cavity which is divided into two sec-
tions 53 and 54 by means of the elongated rib 44. Into
each section there is located a portion of the contact
member. . |
Along the inside surface 52 or the walls of the cawty
there is a longitudinally flat surface 56 opposite to and

parallel with the broadside surfaces 58 of the rib. As
will hereinafter be shown, each of these flat surfaces 56

and the opposed broadside surfaces §8 of the rib 44

35

40

cooperate wrth the contact members 38—-40 to maintain

the contact members out of electrical contact wrth
each other except through the filament of the bulb.

45

A rim 46 having a rectangular cross-section gu'ds or
encircles the housing 42 at the other end. Around the

inside surface 52 of the cavity, the rim 46 forms a’

shoulder 60 at the end of the flat surface 56.
At least two spaced-apart and opposed side panels 48

50

are cantlleverly supported and extend in an axial direc-

tion away from the other end or rim end of the housmg
42. In the preferred embodiment, these panels 48 are
C-shaped in cross-section wherem each C-shaped con-
figuration forms a pair of jaws. The orientation of the
side panels 48 is such that if the plane of rib was ex-
tended, it would bisect each- C—shaped panel or pair of
jaws putting one jaw of each pair on each side of the
rib. The function of each j Jaw of the C-shaped panel 48
is to' retain and to maintain the coritact members In
electrical-contact with the lamp.

- The protuberances 50 along the outer surface of each'

535

60

" C-shaped side’ panel 48 cooperate with the rim 46 for

securing the socket within an aperture 61 in a mounting
| panel 62, as illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 3. In this applica-
- tion, the: predetermmed distance between the protuber-
~ ance 50 and the rim 46 is equal to the panel thickness.

65

when the socket is supported by means of a chassis

~strap, such as illustrated in FIG. 6, and wherein the
~ chassis provides one electrical connection, such as

ground a contact member 39 as illustrated i n FIG.9
may be used as one of the contact members.

The contact members 38-40 are each located in one |
section 53 or 54 of the cavity and they extend between
the opposed side panels 48. The contact members
38-40 are divided into a lamp receiving end and an

opposite end where in the one modification 38 and 40

the circuit wires 70 are attached as by crimping in the
wire clinching ferrule-shaped end of that form of
contact member. The lamp receiving end is formed into
a channel shaped member 72 having a pair of wings 74
extending laterally outwardly from the top surface of
the side walls 76 of the channel. The wings 74 are
substantially parallel to the base or bottom web 78 of
the channel and extend longltudmally beyond the end
of the channel. Positioned on each wing and extending

_beyond -the end of the channel is a overhanging and

resilient protuberance or detent 36 for meshing with

‘the in-line troughs 34 on the wedge base 26 of the lamp
: 22. The detents 36 are in-line and extend normal to the

longitudinal length of the contact members 38-40.

As indicated above, the contact members are posi- -
tioned within the housmg 42, one on each side of the
rib 44, and they extend longltudmally between both
pair of jaws-48. The wings 74 of each contact member
cooperate with the opposed wings of the Opp()Slte |

~contact member to form a lamp or bulb recewmg -"

throat. When the wedge base 26 portion of the lamp is
inserted between the wings, the j Jaws resiliently deform
outwardly in a direction of opening to allow the base 26
of the lamp 22 to enter. When the troughs 34 on the
lamp correSpond in position to the detents 36 on the
wings 74, the jaws close to compresswely mesh the
protuberances with the troughs. Once the lamp 22 is in
place the jaws close, applying sufficient force on the
wings 74 to hold the lamp without any external holding

means. The side panels in the preferred embodiment do
not extend to bear or li¢ in close proximity to the cham- |

ber section 24 of the lamp for holdmg the lamp in the
socket. The only holding of the lamp is by the contact
members 38-40 cooperating with the jaws 48.
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In the preferred socket embodiment, there are posi-
tioned two additional side panels 80 mterposed in.the

space between each of the C-shaped jaw side panels.
These panels 80 are also cantileverly supported from
the rim 46 and extend longitudinally the same length as
the C-shaped panels 48. Positioned on the outer sur-
face of each of these two panels is a flat groove or
indented surface 82. The groove extends from the end
of the panels toward the rim 46 on the housing. The
groove cooperates with the modified contact member °
38 illustrated in FIG. 9 and the metallic, electrically
conducting hood 64 or a chassis strap to locate and to
provide a second electrical connectlon to the socket, as
illustrated in FIG. 6.

The contact member 36 lllustrated in FIG. 9 has a
hook member 84 extending from the bottom web 78 in
the direction of the lamp receiving end of the wings 74.
This hook member 84 is positioned in the groove 82 of
the side panels 80 to make electrical contact with the
hood 64 as illustrated in FIG. 6 through a chassis strap
86 to the source of electrical power. As a modification,
the end of the hook member could be extended to lie
~along the housing as far as the rim. In this manner, the
contact would make an electrical connection to the
panel through the aperture wall. |
~ The opposite end of the contact member, iilustrated
in FIGS. 7, 8, and 10, i.c. , the end opposite the lamp
recetving end, has a ferrule or wire receiving means
formed thereon In this embodiment, the bottom web .,
78 of the channel 72 is extended and two spaced apart
pairs of crimp members 88 and 89 are formed out of
the side walls of the channel. The first pair of members
88 nearest the wing members crimp the conductors of
the attached wire while the second pair of members 89 35
crimp the insulation. The end 90 of the bottom web
beyond the second pair of members is formed at a
downward depending angle forming a tab extending in
a direction opposite to the wing members 74.

Along the top surface of each of the wings a resilient 4¢
tab 92 is formed extending away from the surface. The
tabs are cantileverly supported with the free end ex-
tending toward the opposite or wire receiving ferrule
end of the contact members 38-40.

‘These three tabs, one on each wing 92 and the tab 90 45
at the wire receiving end of the contact member, re-
spectively cooperate with the broadside surface 58 of
the rib 44 and the opposed flat surface §6 on the inside
of the housing 42 for holding each contact member in
a spaced relationship to the opposite contact member. 50
Since the tabs 90 and 92 extend away from the contact
member in opposite directions, they also function to
keep the contact members snug in the socket and free
from relative movement within the socket. The end of
the rib 44 near the rim 46 constitutes a stop member 55
94, which extends into each section defined by the rib
44, as shown in FIGS. 3 and 5. A second stop member
is located on the inner surface 52 of the housing at the
rim end and may be the shoulder 60 formed at the end
of the flat surface 56 by the rim 46. The surface 96 of 60
the first stop member 94 nearest the wire receiving end
of the contact members 38, 40 and the surface 60 of
the second stop member nearest the lamp receiving
throat cooperate with a pair of spaced tabs 98-99
(FIGS. 7, 8 and 9) on the bottom web 78 of the contact 65
members 38 and 39 to securely hold the contact mem-
bers in the socket from forces applied external to the
socket.

15
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In FIGS. 7 and 9 one of the above mentioned spaced
tab members 98 is formed at right angles to the bottom
web 78 and the other tab member 99 is cantileverly
extended from the bottom web In a direction opposite
to the extent of the first tab member. The free end of

‘the cantileverly supported member 99 and the bearing

surface of the normal tab 98 are spaced apart a dis-

- tance substantially equal to the longitudinal length

between the surfaces 96 and 60 of the two stop mem-

bers in the housing interior. The direction of insertion

of the contact member into the socket determines the
relative positioning of the tabs with respect to the lamp
receiving ends of contact. The cantileverly extending
tab 99 is inserted first into the socket, and the normal
tab 98 limits the depth of insertion of the contact mem-
ber. The tab configuration of FIG. 7 is used when the
contact member is inserted from the wire recemng end
of the socket. The configuration illustrated in FIG. 9 is
used when the contact member is inserted from the
lamp receiving end of the socket. Once the contact
member is inserted and each tab 98 and 99 is bearing or
abutting against its respective stop surfaces 96 and 60,
the contact member cannot be removed without dam-
aging the socket, breakmg a tab or unless the cantilev-
erly supported tab 99 is depressed toward the web
surface. -

~ If the contact member has a wire crlmped to the end

thereof as illustrated in FIG. 5, the lamp recewmg end

of the contact is inserted first into the wire receiving
end of the housing. The contact member is moved
toward and between the jaws on the side panels. The
normally extending tab 98 locates on the surface 96 of
the first stop member 94, and the free end of the can-
tileverly extending tab 99 locates on the shoulder sur-

face 60 constituting the second stop member.

Referring to FIG. 10 there is illustrated a modifica-
tion of the contact member of FIG. 7 wherein both tabs
100 and 101 from the bottom web 78 are cantileverly
supported and extend away from the web in opposite
directions. This construction allows the contact to be
inserted into the socket from either end and the tab
which is inserted first, the leading tab, is resiliently
deformed by either the first stop member 94 or the flat
surface 56. Again, the spacing between the free ends of

the table is substantially equal to the longitudinal dis-
tance between the two surfaces 94 and 60 of the stop

members.

For ease of manufacture, the housing 42, the side
panels S8 and 80 including the jaws, the rib 44, the rim
46 and stop member 94 may be molded as a unitary
structure. When this is so, the material in each section
has the same electrical and temperature characteris-
tics. In a similar manner, all of the several features of
the contact members 38-40 may be formed from a
single piece of material. It has been found that three-
quarter hard brass combines the resilient characteris-
tics required by the tabs along with the electrical con-
ductivity characteristics required of the contact mem-
bers. |

FIG. 11 illustrates ‘a modification of the contact'
member 39 of FIG. 9 to which has been added a fila- -
ment wire guide and straightening structure in the form
of a raised rib 106 on the detent 34 thereof. The rib 106
is struct out from the inner curved surface of one of the
detents 36 of a contact member, as by swaging or roll-
ing, to form a raised, longitudinally extending curvilin-
ear ridge adjacent the inwardly facing side thereof as
shown in FIG. 12. The ridge 106 thus locates between
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the vent tube of the bulb base and the exit of a filament
wire on the wedge base and serves to guide the filament

wire, straightening it in the event the wire should be
bent as indicated in FIG. 14, as the bulb base is inserted
in the aforementioned throat formed between an op-

posed pair of contact members as shown in FIGS. 13
and 14A. |

There has thus been shown and described a snap-in
socket for wedge base lamps with contact members
theretor which permit contact insertion from either end
of the socket as required and further featuring filament

wire guide and straightening structure on the contact
members.

What 1s claimed is:

1. A snap-in socket assembly for receiving, locating
and positioning within an aperture in a mounting panel
a wedge bulb having a pair of filament extension wires
positioned externally on opposite sides of the wedge
base and overlying a pair of in-line troughs extending
transversely to the wedge base, said socket comprising:

an elongated tubular electrically non-conductive
housing,

a rib within said housing and longitudinally extending
from substantially near one end to the other end of
sald housing and dividing said housing into two
sections,

a radially extending rim girding said housing at said
other end, |

at least two opposed resilient jaw members cantilev-
erly supported from said other end of said housing
and extending from said rim, said jaw members
having a C-shaped cross section centered on either
side of the plane defined by said rib,

a pair of elongated electrically conductive contact
members each located in a different one of the said
housing sections and extending between said op-
posed resilient jaws which compressively engage
sald contact members upon the insertion of the
bulb therebetween and cause the contact members
to compressively engage the filament wires on the
wedge base of the bulb, and

a protuberance on the outside surface of each of said
resilient jaw members and longitudinally spaced
from said rim a predetermined distance substan-
tially equal to the depth of the aperture in the
panel,

each of said contact members having a wire contact
end and a bulb contact end in the shape of a chan-
nel having a wing outwardly extending from each
of the side walls of said channel substantially paral-
lel to the bottom web of said channel and longitudi-
nally extending beyond the end of said channel,
said wings adapted to be located in both of said
C-shaped jaws and having a detent protuberance
thereon adapted for engaging the trough on the
bulb, said wings of each of said contact members
positioned within said jaws opposing the wings of
the opposite contact member.

2. A snap-in socket assembly according to claim 1 60

wherein said housing has a pair of flat surfaces extend-
Ing longitudinally along the inner surface of said hous-

ing and facing said rib and wherein said wire contact
end of said contact member has an end tab extending
angularly away from the said bottom web in a direction
opposite to the said wings thereof whereby said tab
member on each contact member and said adjacent flat
surface of said housing cooperate to maintain said

10
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wings of said contact members respectively in a spaced

“apart relationship.

3. A snap-in socket assembly according to claim 2

‘wherein said contact members each addditionally in-

clude a resilient tab cantileverly supported from each

of said wings and spaced from said protuberance
thereon, said tab angularly extending in a direction
away from said bottom web for cooperating with said

housing rib, said contact member end tab and said
adjacent flat surface of said housing for compressively

holding said contact member within said C-shaped jaws
of said housmg

4. A snap-in socket assembly according to claim 1
additionally including a pair of spaced apart stop mem-
bers located within each section of said housing, a first
stop member located on and intermediate the ends of
said rib and a second stop member located on the inner
surface of said housing longitudinally displaced from
said first stop member toward the other end of said
housing, and a pair of oppositely extending spaced
apart tab members on said bottom web of said contact
members, said tab members cooperating with said stop
members 1n said housing for retaining said contact
members in said socket against forces external to said
socket.

5. A snap-in socket assembly according to claim 4

- wherein said pair of oppositely extending spaced apart

30

35
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tab members of a contact member comprise a first
resilient cantileverly supported tab member extending
away from said web from a point intermediate the ends
of said channel and having its free end extending
toward said other end of said housing and a second
resilient cantileverly supported tab member spaced
from said first tab in a direction toward said other end
of said housing and having its free end extending away
from said other end and longitudinally spaced from the
free end of said first tab member, whereby said contact
member is inserted into said socket from either end and
said free ends of said tabs respectively cooperate with
said stop members in said housing for retaining said
contact in said socket against forces external to said
socket.

6. A snap-in socket assembly according to claim 4
wherein said pair of oppositely extending spaced apart
tab members on a contact member comprise a first
resilient cantileverly supported tab member angularly
extending away from said bottom web at an acute angle
to the web and a second tab member extending nor-
mally from said bottom web whereby said contact
member is inserted into said socket with the end of said
contact adjacent to said cantileverly supported tab
inserted first.

7. A wedge-shaped lamp socket contact member for
attachment to the end of a wire comprising:
an elongated member having a contact end portion
and wire attachment end portion, said member
having a bottom web extending along both por-
tions, said contact end portion comprising inter-
connecting two spaced apart parallel side members
connected to said web and longitudinally extending

from one end of said web to a point mtermedlate -
the ends,

a wing member extending longitudinally from each of
said side members and substantially parallel to and
disp]aced from said bottom web, a free end of said

wing member longitudinally extendmg beyond said
side member,




a protuberance transversely extending across each of

a.
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sald wings and displaced from said free end,

first resilient cantileverly supported tab angularly
extending from said bottom web at a point interme-
diate the ends of contact end portion and in a di-
rection opposite to said side members, the free end
of said tab extending toward the wire end portion
of said elongated member, and

a second resilient tab spaced from said first resilient

tab in a direction toward said wire end of said elon-
gated member, said second tab cantileverly sup-
ported and angularly extending in a direction
toward the plane formed by said wing members,
the free end thereof extending toward the contact
end of said elongated member, said first and sec-
ond tab members cooperating for retaining said
contact member in a wedge base lamp socket.

8. A contact according to claim 3 additionally includ-
ing a third resilient tab cantileverly supported from
each of said wing members, the free end thereof ex-
tending in the direction away from said bottom web,
and |

a fourth tab member extending outwardly and away

from said wire end of said elongated member in a
direction opposite to said third tab member, said
fourth tab member cooperating with said third tab
member for compressively holding said contact in
the socket. | | |

9. A lamp socket contact member for a wedge base
lamp bulb of the type having a bulbular filament en-
closing portion and a flattened base having a centrally

located sealed vent tube with a pair of oppositely later-
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ally extending wings therefrom, each of said wings

having a pair of in-line trough-like indentations formed
in and extending transversely on each face thereof and
a bulb filament wire extending internally in one direc-
tion therethrough and externally in the opposite direc-
tion and overlying a trough-like indentation in one face
of a different one of the wings of the wedge base,
said contact member having a generally channel-
shaped, longitudinally extending portion with
spaced sidewalls joined by a substantially flat web
portion,
each of said sidewalls having a wing extending later-
ally outwardly therefrom substantially parallel to
said web portion and longitudinally of said contact
member and past the end of the web portion
thereof,
each of said wings of said contact member having a

curved portion forming a detent protuberance
thereon adapted to engage in a trough-like indenta-
tion on the wedge base of a bulb,

one of said protuberances having a guide means

formed thereon for guiding and straightening of a
bent external filament wire on the base of said bulb
when the bulb base 1s inserted between an opposed
pair of such contact members in a lamp socket.
10. A lamp socket contact member in accordance
with claim 9 above wherein said wire guide straighten-
ing means is positioned on a wing adjacent a sidewall of
said contact member to locate between the vent tube of

the bulb base and the exit of a filament wire therefrom.
%k - 3 - = - -
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