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The invention relates to a device of the type designed
_for holding a eempartment lid, particularly the trunk lld.

of an automobile in a partially open position.
- Tt is well-known that occasionally something bas to be
carried in the trunk of a car which is too large or bulky
to permit the complete closing of the trunk lid. So as to
prevent the, mostly spring-biased, trunk lid from opening

' ~ all the way and thereby 1rr1ped1nﬂ' the view of the driver,

it is customary to use a piece of string, rope, wire or a
- coil spring, the ends of which are slid through holes or
 fastened to projections of the car body and of the hd.
‘This is, however, very awkward and unsatisfactory.
Holes for the rope or the like are often hard to find or
non-existent or they may be covered by the bulky object
Jocated in the trunk. The holes, such as cut-outs, mostly
have sharp, ragged edges which cut through the string or
rope after a relatively short drive. An important addi-
tional shortcoming of these known expedients is that the
lid, so as to prevent it from flapping up and down, has to
be fully and firmly pressed down onto the object in the

trunk cempartment; this is often undesirable or even pro-

- hibitive because in doing so, the object in the trunk may
be stratched or etherwme damaged for mstance be bent
‘or broken. -

The object of the mventloa is not only to overcome the
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partially in section on a substantially larger scale than
riG. 1. - | | S |

FIG. 3 is a fragmentary elevation of part of the rod,
of the lower engafrement means and of part of the margin
of the trunk opening, the view being taken in the dlrec—

_ tion of the arrows 3-—3 of FIG. 2; and

FIG. 4 1S a fragmentary eeetlon along llne 44 of
FIG. 2.
The automobile shown in FIG 1 comprises a frunk.

| compartment 5 having an opening surrounded by sta-

- tionary lower and lateral body portions 6, 7, a trunk lid
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8 and a rear window 9. Shown within the compartment

5 are a large box 19, extending rearwardly beyond the
lower member 6 of the trunk opening, and a pot 11 with
a plant therein, extending upwardly beyond the confines
of the compartment 5§ when its lid 8 is closed. For ac-
commodating the objects 10 and 11 within the compart-
ment, the 1id 8 has to be held in about the position shown
in FIG. 1, so that on the one hand the lid will not press
on the plant and on the other hand will not be raised by

the customary balancing springs (not shown) fo a com-

pletely open position in which it would block the driver’s
view through rear window 9.

For securely and stationarily holding lid 8 in the shown
or in -any other partly open position, a brace or holder

12 is provided which is diagrammatically shown in FIG. 1

~ and the details of which are illustrated in FIGS. 2 to 4.

The main elements of this brace or holder 12 are a rod

A and two clamps B and C. The rod is composed of

a0

aforesaid shortcomings of known devices but to achieve |

additional advantages and to provide a novel holder be-
lieved to be applicable to all or nearly all constuctions of
trunks and trunk lids now in use, wﬂhout requiring any
changes or other adaptations.
The aforesaid and other eb]eets and advantages are
achieved in accordance with the invention by a, prefer-

o ably tubular, substantially rigid rod and a pair of means,
adapted to engage respectively the

margin of the trunk opening and of the lid or any other

- parts of car body and lid which offer themselves for en-

gagement by the means.
- More specifically, the nevel holder incorporates the
following further features which add to its adaptability
and general usefulness.
are securable in different positions to the rod along the
length thereof, and one end of said rod is adapted to en-

 gage the bottom of the trunk compartment so as to |
- transfer through the rod at least part of the weight of
- the trunk lid to said bottom. The engagement means

are universally swingable relative to the rod by universal
~ journal connections provided laterally of the engagement

hand
Further ebjects advantanes and features of the inven-

40 18 provided with a somewhat resilient or soft cover 19,

two telescoping members, preferably tubes, 13 and 14,
the outer member 14 being provided with a wing-bolt 15,
screw-threaded into a nut 16 which latter is permanently
attached, such as by welding, to tube 14, Upon loosening
of bolt 15, the parts 13, 14 can be longitudinally pulled
out or puaned together and then by retighting bolt i5 se-
cured in any desired lengthwise position. |

The clamps B and C are preferably, for manufacturing
economy, identical with each other. They have a C-
frame 17, one leg of which presents a supporting surface

whereas the end of the other leg has a hub portion 20
into which is screw-threaded a bolt 21 operable by a

- slidable handle 22. The other end of bolt 21 has a ball

45

head 23, swingably encased by a correspondingly shaped
ball socket on pressure member 24. The engagement

- surface of member 24 is likewise cevered w1t]:1 a some-

Both of the engagement means

o()
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tion as well as specific advantageous details thereof will o

. one embedlment of the invention and by the illustration
thereof 1n the attached drawmg |
In the drawing: |
"FIG. 1is a fragmemary, dlagrammatlc small three-

| quarter rear view of an automobile having its trunk lid

“held in partially open position by the novel holder.

| FIG. 2 is a fragmentary seciion along a ‘longitudinal,

| 'vertwal plane, showmg the nevel holder in elevatmn and

~ be more fully disclosed by the following description of
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s means between the latter and the rod, the swingability

ent of the engaging means to the rela- -
~ tive angular position of the rod on the one hand and
- body parts or hd to be engaged by them on the other

| adapted to engage
 opening enclosures 6 or 7 and lid 8 respectively. Clamp

ing overlap flange or portion 31 of lid 8.
soft coverings 19, 25 prevent marring or other damage

universally formed as shown in the drawing or very sim-

what resilient or soft cover 25,

The mid-portion -of clamp 17 has a lateral b.all soeket |
2&, swingably receiving a ball member 27, which latter
is formed on a sleeve Z8. Each sleeve 28 is adapted to
slide on rod part i3 or 14 respectively and has screw-

threaded therein a hand screw 29 so as to secure sleeve

28 in any desired posifion along the length and areund
the circumference of the respective rod part. -

The clamps B and C are, as visible from the drawmg,
arginal portions of the comparfment

B engages by its parts 18, 19 and 24, 25 the water drain-
age and reinforcing channel 3¢ and the upper clamp C
engages by its corresponding parts the outwardly project-
The resilient or

of the body or lid portions engaged by the clamps.
- The margins of compartment openings (frunk as well
as motor compartments) are in present-day automobiles

ilar thereto. Consequently, the new holder can be used

~ in connection with any present-day automobile or at least

'70_ '_. sionally it may be desirable to use the new holder for

approximately so. It may be mentioned here that occa-

| .. | --the motor compartment so as to keep the lid in open posi-
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-tlon durmfr dnwng or to prevent 1t from being blown..

down by str ong winds when WOI‘KIHg on the motor..

The ends.of the members 13, 14 are provided with caps_. |
32 of prﬂferably soft materml such as rubber or plastic .
~ s0 that one of them may firmly engage the bottom 33 of
Besides, th_es:e caps prevent in-
jury to persons or objects by the unprotected ends of-

ti:@

tl‘uﬂﬁx compartment.

e 4
What 1S Cl&lﬂl"‘d s : - o
i. Compartment: nd hﬁlder f01 aummoblles campns-

. '_mﬂ' a substantially rigid rod, a pair.of engagement means,

- rod A and serve as. retalneis aga.mst madvertent removal.{, 3

- of the sleeves 28.

It is easily understood that the angular ad]ustablhty of-.-_
: the clamps relative to the rod permits the clamps to be-

10

turned to any possible angular position of the parts of

‘compartment and lid to be engaﬂed by them.

-For instance, when very large and wide objects in the:

It also per-— -
'_thS any angular: pos1t10n of - the rod itself in case a par-
ticular. angular. position should be necessary to by-pass
outwardly projecting contents of the trunk compartment .-

-7_-:-.'15 i

said means being adapted for releasahly gripping respec-
tivelv a margin of the lid and a- margm of the compart-
ment opening so as to hold the lid in open position, both

of said engaﬁemcﬂt means being lengthwise adjustably se-
‘cured to said rod, .and one end c::f said rod being adapted

to engage the bettom of -the trunk compartment so as to
transfer through the rod at least part: of  the Welgnt of
~ the trunk lid to-the ‘bottom . of the compariment.

- 2. Holdpr according to-claim:1, in which said engage- -

| 'munt means each have a journal connection ‘with said rod
- -ad’ipted for universal adjustment of the an gular position
of such means, relative to said rod, said universal connec- -

- tion being a ball-and-socket joint and being arranged lat-

- trunk extend over the entire width of the trunk it is pos-. -

sible to attach the brace or holder. 1:0 the side margms of

| opumng and lid.

"-"

£ 18 fulthﬂ‘lm{:-re' ObVlGdS from the drawmg and fmm L '
ha IO}L‘EgOI"lG‘ smslﬁcatmn that.the new brace holds the:

“trunk lid firmly in any desired position without the latter -

being able to “Iap up or down and mthout the danger of .

the brace gwmg away.

The invention is not reericted to the 111ustrated and'_e:."

~ described embodiments or details thereof but is susceptlble
to s1mp11ﬁcat10ns modlﬁcatmns and adapta‘tlous

erall y of Sald means. and S&id rod betweeﬂ the two. .
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