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o ‘tion in the form of a billiard table;

- United States Patent Office

1

- 3,180,642
BIHAJARD TABLE APRON ATTACHMENT
Richard G. Reineman, Balbea, Calif., assignor to Bruns-
- wick Corporation, a corporation of 1Jelaware
Filed Mar. 16, 1962, Ser. No. 180,256
7 Claims., (Cl. 273—3)

This invention relates to billiard tables, and more pai-
ticularly to a mounting adapted for use in articles such
as billiard tables or the like. o -

‘The primary object of this invention is to provide a
- new and improved billiard table. -

Another object is to provide a new and improved
mounting. | S |

A more specific object is provision of a new and im-
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2

Referring to the drawings, and particularly to FIGS.
1 and 2, an article here in the form of a billiard table has
spaced pedestals 1¢ supporting a frame 10a and there-
on a suitable top 11 with side and end rails 12, here-
inafter referred to as side rails, extending outwardly from
the top. Suitable pockets 13 in the side rails and top
extend downwardly from the top i1 and are suitably

~ connected by ball track means (not shown) with ball
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proved article such as a billiard table or the like, with

a top having outwardly extending peripheral side edge

portions, and aprons mounted on these edge portions
by means providing for pivotal movement of the aprons
with respect to the table during installation and removal
and for lifting the aprons into close proximity with the
edge portions during installation. A related object is pro-
vision for releasably securing opposite ends of the aprons
in close proximity with an adjacent apron end and hold-
~ ing the aprons mounted on the side edge portions of the
top. o _

Other objects and advantages of the invention will be-
come readily apparent from the following detailed de-
scription taken in connection with the accompanying
 drawings, in which: | |

20

compartments within a casing 4 defined by a portion of

"a side apron 15. Opposite the apron 15 is another side

apron 16 and transverse to these aprons are opposed side
aprons 17, only one being shown in FIG. 2.

With reference to FIG. 3, it will be seen that table
frame 18a supports suitable top slates 21 with rails 12
surmounted on the top and carrying suitable cushions
22. These rails extend outwardly from top 11 to define
outer edge portions of the table which carry the depend-
ing aprons, as 17. o |
~ In the illustrated embodiment one apron 15-17 is as-
sociated with each of the four side rails of the rectangular
table, and these aprons are secured to respective rails by

. mountings 25,
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" FIG. 1 is 2 plan view of an embodiment of the inven-

FIG. 2 is an elevational view of the billiard table;
FIG. 3 is a fragmentary, enlarged vertical sectional
view taken generally along the line 3—3 of FI1G. 2;
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FIG. 4 is a fragmentary, enlarged vertical sectional

view taken generally along the line 4—4 of FIG. 1;

' FIG. 5 is a fragmentary, enlarged horizontal sectional

view taken generally along the line 5—5 of FIG. 4;
"FIG. 6 is a fragmentary, enlarged, inclined sectional

view taken generally along the line 6—6 of FIG. 4;

 FIG. 7 is a fragmentary, enlarged vertical sectional view

showing a portion of FIG. 3 with an apron installed on a

billiard table side rail; and | -

FIG. § is a vertical sectional view similar to FIG. 7,

but with the apron in an intermediate position during

" installation on the rail. | | |
While an illustrative embodiment of the invention is
“shown in the drawings, and will be described in. detail
herein, the invention is susceptible of embodiment in
'many different forms, and it should be understood that
the present disclosure is to be considered as an exempli-
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~ fication of the principles of the invention and is not in-.

tended . to limit the invention to the embodiment illus-

~ trated. - The scope of the invention will be pointed out in-

the appended claims. - -,

“The invention is, in brief, directed to a billiard table,

 and more particularly to a mounting adapted for use in
an article such as a billiard table for mounting side
aprons on side rails of the table. This mounting is illus-
trated in the form of a tongue and groove assembly

such that the aprons are pivoted toward the center of

the table and lifted into close proximity with the rails

during installation, to provide a neat finished appear-

ance and to reinforce the rails. The aprons are secured
‘together at adjacent ends to retain the aprons mounted on
the side rails with the apron ends closely proximate each
 other to further enhance the neat finished appearance
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Mountings 25 may be best seen in FIGS. 7 and 8 and
comprise cooperating portions in the form of side rail
brackets 26 on the edges of the side rails, and apron
bracket 27 on apron panels Z7a.

brackets in the form of a flange or tongue 28 on apron
bracket 27 and a cooperating slot or groove 29 in rail
bracket 26. In the illustrated embodiment the tongue

and groove assembly of each mounting extends continu-

ously substantially the entire length of the respective rail
and apron. The tongue and groove assembly is of com-
plementary arcuate cross-sectional configuration as shown
in the drawings, such that when a tongue 28 is positioned
at the opening of the cooperating groove 29 and pivoted

inwardly toward the center of the table, the apron, as
17, is lifted slightly into close proximity with rail 12, and
more particularly the lower edge of bracket 26, thereby

effectively concealing from view the interlocking portions

of mounting 25 and apron bracket 27 to provide a neat
and finished appearance. - - -
It should be noted that side rail brackets 27 have a

generally flat horizontal undersurface 30 which abuts

similar upper surfaces 31 of respective apron brackets
27 when the aprons are installed as shown in FIG. 7, so

that the aprons reinforce the side rails and the side rails
reinforce the aprons because of both the tongue and

groove assembly and cooperating surfaces 3¢ and 31. As
illustrated, both rail and apron brackets are detachably
connected with their respective supports as by screws 32,

- The aprons have opposite ends, and as may best be

seen in FIG. 6, these ends have edges closely proximate.
end edges of adjacent aprons, and in the illustrated em-
bodiment the proximate edges abut each other when the

aprons are installed. For example, in the illustrated

embodiment apron 17 includes a fixed inner block 35
having a mitered end edge 36 abutting a similar mitered
end edge 37 on an innér block 38 of side apron 15.
Adjacent ends of the aprons define corners corresponding
to corners of the table top, and these end edges are re-
tained in abutting engagement by securing means, here
in the form of inwardly extending flanges 49 and 41 of

generally V-shaped brackets on inner faces of blocks 38

and 35, respectively, suitable fastener means such as a
nut and bolt 42 extending through aligned openings in

‘these brackets.. As may best be seen in FIG. 4, these

of the table.. In addition to imparting a neat finished |

appearance, the present mounting of this invention pro-
vides for easy removal of the aprons from the remainder
of the table to facilitate cleaning and servicing.

“openings are in the form of inverted L-shaped slots 43
70

and 44. These slots open through inner edges of respec-
tive flanges to facilitate easy assembly of the aprons since

the bolt may be passed through fte slot openings .and

Releasable interlocking
" means are provided by cooperating portions of these



. neat fimished appearance.

- -and aprons

3
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 seated at ihe buthIﬂS oi dupengmg slot lega as shown n

FLG 4, .

If desired, the. aprons may be prowded with 1nward1y7.-

extending b@t om panels 47 secured in any suitable man-
" ner to the inner face of the bottom edge portion of the.

apron panels and extending inwardly therefrom.. These

“bottom panels are detachably secured, as by nuts and

| b(}lts _tﬁ atlaps 49 SP'},CEd _al(.:}nﬂ_. and att&‘:hyd 10..:&.31113.

18a. The ends of panels 47 are secured to each other

- in abutting relationship in any suitable manner, as by .
bolts 50 (FIG. 5) extending through aligned apertures

10
. tions of -said rails and aprons include. generally horizontal

in adjacent inwardly extending flanges 51 of the plates 47. . .
- In .installing ‘an apron, tongue 28 is positioned im-~
- medlately adjacent its cooperating groove 29, generally

as shown in FIG. 8, and the apron is pivoted inwardly. 15
- of the table to the posiiion shown in FI1{. 7 wherein rail ..
‘bracket 26 and apron bracket 27 are .interlocked- with

~surfaces 39 and 31 of these- brackets in abutting relation-

ship SO that the apron is supported by the -rail.

slots- 43 and 44 and
aprons mounted on the rails with the mitered edges,

With .
- adiacent aprons in the position shown in FIQ. 7, bolts
42 may be inserted through the open ends of the flange -
tightened - to_ releasably hold: the

20

a3 36 and 37, of adjacent aprons, abutting to provide a -

If apron plates 47 are providﬁd- |

25

they are secured at their corners as shown in rIG andz L

. to the frame as shown in Fiu 3.
Iclaim: | | |
1. In a bnha*"d tﬂ;b‘e or th“ Iﬂxﬂ, a ganerahy rec-

~‘tangular table top having outwardly extending peripheral
associated with each side rail,

_side rails, side aprons, one

80

- means cemmmng cooperating portions of respective rails

relea sably mounting
in. defeﬁams::r position on respective rails for reinforcing
the rails, said means co*nprmng tongue and groove

aprous, said interlocking means extending longitudinally

and aupportmﬂ' the aprons

-~ releasab le int terlocking means .on cooperating rails and

- generally upr_ight_p’a_neis,fz_md. smd i'nfé'ﬁdcking means on - |
sald aprons comprise members ﬁr‘lﬂy and- detachably-"'
secured to the: upper e:dgm portions of said panels.

3. Thetable cf ciaim 1- wherem said interlocking means
is defined by a tongue on each-apron and a groove in

| -mch rail receiving said tongue. of ‘the respective apron.

~4.-The table of claim 1 wherein said cooperating por-

tions of said rails.and aprons are deﬁned Ly bmcketq- |
detachably secured to the raiis and aAprons..:

5. The table of claim 1 wherein said caoperaﬁng DOT-

surfaces in abutting relationship for reinf forcing said rails.
6. In a billiard table or the like, a table top, peripheral

side raﬂs on the top respectively overhanging the side
edges- of the. t0p, side- aprons: respuctwaly along -sides of

the table and means for securing and. supporting the

. aprons’in dep nding positions relative to the rails respec-
tively, comprising, a
slot of arcuate transverse cross-section in the underside
of each rail, each apron having a loxlgltudmal upwardly
projecting. ﬂange at_its upper edge of a cross-section
complementary to the slot and closely receivable therein,
‘whereby the flange may be inserted in the-associated slat

a - longitudinal. downwardly opening

and the apron pivoted toward the table to a position wher

the flange and slot are interlocked agamst relative ver ur*al
movement and the apron 1S supnorted by the ﬁange in
tae slot, and means for secuung the ad}acent aprons to
‘each other at the ends thereof in position against pwotal

movement and consequent loss of support. & |

7.-In a billiard table or the like, a SUppOx ting under-_
‘structure, a table top on said supporting understructure

having peumheral side rails respectively along: the side

~ edges of the top, side aprons resrectwely aioﬂg the sides
~of the table; means for- supportmﬁ cach apron-depending
35 relative to its assocmted rail, comprlsng, a longitudinal
“slot of -arcuate transvej.se Cross section and a IongitLdmaI -

 flange of arcuate cross section complementary to the slot

subaﬁa_-tiail y the entire length of the respective rail and -

bif‘ig Of
for pivotal movement of the respective apron toward the

~edge at the respective cor

= means COINipY mng

slot .opening through a flang

Gafelatmﬂ arcuate cmaﬂ sectional: CDHﬂWIﬂthH'.L_
40
- center of the table during installation and away from the
table during remeval, and for lifting the apron into close °
 interlocked proximity to the rail during installation . to -
- 'suuﬂfanhahy conceal said inter lochmg means and - provide
- a neat finished appearance, said aprons having opposite -
Bﬂd"‘ and ﬁdjacent apron cnds dmmnﬂ COrners,. one.cor-
- responding to each corner of the table, said ends having -
mitered end edges each abuttmg the adjacent apron end -
er, and means effectively con-
- cealed from the outer side of said aprons and at said
- corners releasably securing said aprons in said inter-
locked relauanshlp with -respective rails, the last. said -
adjacent flanges at .each corner, one oo
on each apron at the last said corner, and extending in-
; wqrcﬂy fmm the respective apron, each flange having a 99
e edge and aligned with-a -
cooperating slot in the adjacent ﬂange and fasteners,
one received through the edge epﬂnmgs of each of the.-ﬂ

- and closely receivable therein, one on the under side of
~the rail and one on the-upper: edgﬂ of the apron, whereby

the ﬂangp and associated 'slot may be. interfitted. and the

- apron pivoted relative- to the table t0 a position where

- the flange and slot are interlocked. against relative vertical

- -movement and the weight -of .the’ apron is: supported by

“the interlocked flange: and siot, and means for infercon-

- nectin g a lower portion. of each apmﬂ and said supp{:)rtmﬂ-

'-"ﬁunderstmcture to retain the aprons eac ch in said pos1t1on

- -against pivotal-movement and consequent loss of supaort__

3 by *r,ald 1*1terlocked ﬁanges and slots.

cooperating - slots and retained in the last said slots, for

' _holdlng ad]a,cent apron .end edges in abutting relatmnshlp

60

. 2. The tﬁble of claim 1 wherem said apmns mclude] |
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