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United States Patent Offce

1

3 180 609
| PORTABLE LECTERN |
Clyde N. Johnson, 244 SE. 44th St., Gklahoma Ctty, Oklat
o  Filed Nov. 15, 1963, Ser. No. 324,155
1 Clmm (Cl 248-—--460)
(Granted under Title 35, U.S. Code (1952), sec. 266)

- The invention descnbed herein may be manufactured
and used by or for the United States (Government for

governmental purposes w1thout payment to me of any

royalty thereon.
~ The present invention relates to a foldable portable

lectern.

Prior lecterns have had the common. disadvantage of
being bulky, unwieldy, and unattractive, which have had
the important of detracting from the speaker’s message.
Barlier lecterns have lacked the compactness and ease
of transportablhty and erection which the present mven-
tion embodies.
 Therefore, it 1s an ob]eet of the present invention to
prowde a portable lectern which furnishes the maximum

in ease of transportability.
A further object of the invention is to provide a port-

_able lectern which is compact and l1ght in weight.

- A further object of the invention is to provide a port-
able lectern which is sturdy and sunple in design.

A further object of the invention is to provide a port-
able lectern which is easﬂy and econo 11eally manufac-

tured.
"~ These and other objects will become readily apparent
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of the Work platform 13, opposite the end attached to
the vertical support member 1, is a projecting strip 11
attached to the work platform 13 to provide a rajsed rib
to- function as a stop for the paper or material placed
on the work platform |

When the lectern is in the unfolded position the first
foldable brace 9 and the second foldable brace 15 are in
the extended and locked position.

The lectern is folded by collapsing the first foldable

brace 9 and the second foldable brace 15 into the folded
pomtlon The first foldable brace 9 oompr1ses a pair of

- pivoted brackets, each bracket comprlsmg two links 23

15

and 25. One of the links 23 is U-shaped in cross section
i and the other link 25 is reetangular in cross section,
When the first foldable brace 9 is in the folded position,
the U-shaped link 23 receives and substantlally enclosee
the rectangular link 25,
The foldable brace 15 eomprlses a pair of prvoted

~ brackets, each bracket comprlsmg two links 27 and 23.
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by the followmg specification taken in oon]uncuon mth -

the aocomoanymg drawings wherein:
FIG. 11is a perSPectwe v1ew of the lectern in the un-

folded posmon

FIG. 2 1s a front view of the lectern in the unfolded
- position;
"FIG. 3 is a 51de view of the leetem 111 the folded_

- POSltIOIl '

FIG. 4 is a s:tde view of the lectern in the unfolded

position; and
- FIG. 5 is an enlarged perspectwe view of the first fold-

- gble brace 9 which is 1dentlcal in design as the seeoncl

foldable brace 15.

Referring to the drawings and in pa,rticular to FIG. 1 .'

the lectern comprises a base 5 which is rectangular in
shape and has four gliders 7 on the bottom of the base,
one glider on each corner.

A semicircle 23 is cut out of the rectangular base 5 to
provide space for the lectern user’s feet when standing

behind the lectern and facing the work platform 13.- The
base 5 is attached to the substantially vertical support

" member 1 by means of a piano hinge 1% which is located
ot the lower end of the vertical support member 1 and
- connected to the base 5 at a point intermediate the ends
of the base 5. The base 5 is also connected to the ver-
tical support member 1 by means of a first foldable brace
9 comprising two brackets. The vertical support mem-

“ber 1 has a strengthening member 3 attached to it in a

longitudinal direction to add stability and strength to the
- vertical support member 1. The vertical support mem-
~ ber 1 has two oval openings 21 on each side of the struc-
tural strengthening member 3 and located midway be-
tween the ends of the vertical support member 1. The

openings 21 function as carrying handles or handholds

- for ease in transporting the lectern.

The work platform 13 is attached at the upper end of
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One of the links 27 is

-described; however, various

U-shaped link 27 receives and substantially encloses the

rectangular link 29. Each of the foldable braces ¢ and
15 consists of a pair of brackets including a pair of links

23, 25. Link 23 is U-Shaped in cross section 31 and
link 25 is rectangular in cross section. Links 23, 25 are
pivotally interconnected by pin 28 at a point mward of

the end 33 of link 23. This described relationship per-

mits link 25 to be folded into U-shaped link 23 so as to
be compact when the lectern is folded. Also, due to the

“overlapping of the links the end 33 of link 27 functions as
a stop when the brackets are in the extended or. locked

position.
Each of the foldable braces are identical; hence, only_

one has been described. o
When the lectern is in the folded pos1tlon the base 5

lies alongside and is parallel to the vertical support mem-
ber 1. When the lectern is in the folded position the-
work platform 13 lies alongside and 1is parallel to the

vertical support member 1.

Cne specific embodiment of this invention has been
1odifications would be obvi-

" ous to one skilled in the art; hence, the breadth of the
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on the vertical support

. invention is that described 11:1 the follomng olalm. |

I claim:
A foldable portable lectern co

nprising a base, a sub-

' stantially vertical support member hinged to the base at.

ediate the ends of the base, carrying means
ember, a first foldable brace

a point inter

' means interconnecting the vertical support member and
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~ the vertical support member 1 at an acute angle with re-

spect to the vertical support member 1 by means of a
piano hinge 17. The work platform 13 is also connected
to the vertical support member 1 by means of a second
foldable brace comprising two brackets 15. At the end
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 base to rigidly support the vertical support member in a

substantially vertioal_ position relative to the base when
the brace means is in its unfolded position, a work plat-
form hinged at its upper end to the upper end of the
vertical support member, a second foldable brace means
interconnecting the vertical support member and the work
platform and supports the platform at an acute angle
with respect to the vertical support member when the
brace means is in the unfolded position, a projecting strip

“attached to the end of the work platform that is not at-

tached to Lhe__vertlcal support to function as a rest for the
paper or material placed on.the platform, the first and

~ second brace means each include a pair of pivoted

brackets, each bracket comprising two links, one of the
links is U-shaped in cross-section and the other link being

rectangular in cross-section, the U-shaped link is adapted
to receive and substantially enclose the rectangular link

when the bracket is in folded position, whereby the lec-
tern is foldable by folding the brace means to thereby
permit the work platform and base to be collapsed into

-shaped in cross section and the
- other link 29 is rectangular in cross section. When the
second foldable brace 15 is in the folded position, the
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2 posmon parallel to the vertical support member for 2,567,593

easy transpc}rtablhty | -3_,117,816
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