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s inventicn relates fo a holder for a stack of sheets
rticularly for holding a pack of paper napkins in
tack formation.
is an object of this Invention to provide a holder
stack of shecets wherein the sheets are readily
ted 1n said holder and a single sheet is readily re-
mmed from said stacik while sunported in said holder.
it 15 another object of the invention to provide sim-
pie means for releasably refaining the sheets in stack
formation in the holder.
It is another object of the invention to arrange the

holder with means to support the sheets in an inclining ¢

plane and vertically in an arcuate or curved condition
to facilitate removal of individual sheets.

Further advantages of the invention will be set fort‘l
in the detailed description.

in the drawing accompanying and forming a part of
this appilication:

FIGURE 1 is a top view with a sheet retaining arm
shown in full lines in raised position to permit loading

of the sheets in the holder and in dafted lines in sheet
refaining position;

FIGURE 2 is a front view: and

FIGURE 3 is a sectional view, on an e*ﬂarged scale,
taken on the line 3—3 of FIGURE 2 looking in the di-
rection of the arrows.

1he embodiment of the invention comprises a U-shaped
stand including a rear wall 4 having flanges 5 at the op-
posife side extending from the front face of said wall.
The Jength of the flanges 5 are less than the height of
the rear wall 4 with the upper ends of the flanges flush
with the top edge of the rear wall and the lower ends
of the ﬂa‘-‘:gus spaced from the bottem edge of the rear
wall, as at 6 in FIGURE 2. The rear face of the rear
wall 4 is reinforced by ribs 7 with a horizontal rib 8
at the bottom edge to form a supportmg base, as shown
in FIGURE 3. The rear wall 4 is provided with an
opening 9 to reduce the amount of material required and
the weight of the stand, as shown in FIGURE 3.

In the present illustration of the invention, the bottom
wall of the U-shaped stand is formed by two strips 10
connected at one end to and inclining from the front
face of the side portions of the rear wall and each strip
being provided with a series of serrations 11 to engage
and separate the boitom edges of a plurality of sheets s,
as shown in FIGURE 3. 1t is t¢ be understocd that the
vcttom wall of the U-shaped stand conld be a single wail
extending the width of the rear wall 4, but it is preferable
to use the two strips 18 to reduce the cost of material
and the weignt of the stand.

The iront wall of the U-shaped stand comprises an
arrow-head shaped upper portion 12 and a shank shaped
lower portion i3 forming horizontal shoulders 14 which
are connected fo the upper ends of the bottom wall strips
18, as shown m FIGURE 2, with the base angles of the
portion 12 provided with projections IS at the outer side
edges of the sirips 18. The upper portion 12 is illus-
trated as provided with an opening 18 to reduce the cost
of material and the weight of the stand.
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‘The sheets s are urged against the rear wall 4 and
the flanges 5 and releasably retained in upright position
by an arm 17 having a reduced end portion 18 pivotally
supported between spaced ears 19 arranged on the apex
end of the front wall portion 12 by a pin 29 fixed at the
ends in said ears 19 and the intermediate portion of the .
pin being loosely engaged in the reduced portion 18.
The reduced porticm 8 i1s provided with a projection
21 extending in the plane of the arm 17 to engage the
outer face of the front wall portion 12 in the raised
posttion of the arm 17 and limit the movement of the
arm 17 away from the sheets s, as shown in full lines.

The end of the arm- 17 opposite the reduced end por-
tion I8 is provided with a weight 22 embedded in the
arm 17 to urge said end of the arm toward the sheets s
after the arm is moved off-center toward the sheets and
retain the sheets in upright position. It is preferred to
construct the stand of plastic material and the weight 22
18 embedded in the arm 17 during the mcﬂdmg of said-

- arm.,

ine front wall 12, 13 is of less height than the rear
wall 4, so that the weighted end of the arm 17 will en-
gage an intermediats porticn of the front sheet and cause

the upper portions of the sheets to fan outwardly from
the rear wall 4, as shown in FIGURE 3.

in use, the arm 17 is moved to a position away frmn.
the rear wall 4 with the stop 21 abutting the front face
of the front wall porﬁon 1Z to permit loading a stack

of sheets or a pack of paper mapkins between the rear
and front walls with the lower edges of the sheets or

napkins engaging the serrations 11, After the stand
has been loaded, the arm 17 is moved to engage the
weighted end of said arm with the front sheet, so that
the stack or pack is retained in upright position with the
sheets assuming an arcuate formation in a vertical plane
under the guidance of the flanges 5 of the rear wall and
the upper and lower edge portions of the sheets s fan-
ning outwardly from the rear wall under the influence
of the serrations 11 and the weighted end of the arm 17,
whereby individual sheets are readily removed without
disturbing the remaining sheets, as shown in FIGURES
1 and 3. The inclining bottom strips 1 will present the
upper edges of the sheets s in stepped relation with the
upper edge of the front sheet in a higher horizontal planu

than the succeeding sheets to facilitate removal of said
S‘-Eut

Having thus described my invention, I claim:

1. In means for releasably ho@mp paper napl{ms in
stack formation, a U-shaped siand comprising a rear

wall, a front wall and a bottom wall inclining from the
rear wall to the front wall and arranged to support the
paper napkins in stack formation, the width of each of
the rear, front and bottom walls being less than the width
of the paper napkins, and an arm pivotally mounted at
one end on the front wall and the opposite end adapted
to engage an intermediate portion of the front paper
napkin of the stack of paper napkins and releasably re-
tain the paper napkins against the rear wall, said inter-
mediate portion engaged by the arm adapted to be nearer
to the upper edge of said front paper napkin to cause
the upper edges of the paper napkins to fan cutwardly
from the rear wall.

2. Means for releasably holding paper napkins in stack
formation as claimed in claim 1, wherein the rear wall
1s provided with flanges at the opposite side edges ex-
tending from the front face of said rear wall, and the



- arm 1s pwotally mounted on thﬂ Vertlcal center of the.. 1,277,987  8/18 Miller __._______ . ____ 211—51 o
- front wall and is of less width than the rear wall whereby =~ 1,470,549 10/23 Steinmeyer —__..__._.____ 129—16
~ the enga,g-.ment of the front paper napkin by the arm 1,481,682 1/24 Buckingham ___________ 211—53
causing the stack of paper napkins to assume a vertically - 1,785,815 12/30 Kurtz - o ____.____ 129—16
arcuate formation and facilitating the wmoval of one 5. 1,892,193 12/32  Singer e 21150
paper na.pkm from the stack of paper nap‘cms 1,972,214 - 9/34 Bergman ..__'._,_..___._'.;__. 21151 X |
- | 2242295 5/41  Fraser. S |
Eeferences Cz&ed by the Exam:ﬂer 2,248,396 7/41 Terry. o |
 UNITED STATES PATENTS -‘2474763. 6/49 Thomas —__—________211—51X
769 375 '9/04 Cain. 10 12,672 257;_-_- '_3/54-_- Simmends -.-_--'_—--4_—'—'—*_--'—'—-*_ 22032
| _10_51 932 - _.2/-13_- Walk_er Bt sttt 129"-’"16- ) CLAUDEA LE ROY anary Exammer | |




	Drawings
	Front Page
	Claims
	Specification

