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This invention relates to new and useful improvements
in 1nstrument kits for hoiding surgical, obstetrical instru-
ments and toe like, for exampsle, such as used in the
praciice of veterinary medicine as well as accessory mate-
rials such as towels, bandage materials, etc; and more
particularly pertains to such a kif of the roll-ivpe that
can, aloeng with the instruments and accessories contained
therein, be steam sterilized and which will for a protracted
period thereafter preserve the sterility of the instruments
aind accessories.

Roll-type kits have long been used for surgical instru-
ments, whether the latter be a general instrument assort-

ient or a group of instruments for specific fields of use,
as for example, eyve surgery, obstetrics, rumenoctomy,
laparctomy, etc. Such extant kits are primarily for the
purpose 0r keeping certain groups of instruments segre-
gated (because of instrument class, differing ownership,
etc.) and to protect the instruments from damage, espacial-
ly such as may be occasioned by various instruments
striking each other when the instruments are transporied
from one location to another. Accordingly, the principal
functions of extant kits have been to segregate particular
collections of instruments and fo cushion and protect the
insiruments from damage.

Kits heretofore proposed have been unsuited to steam
sterilization of such kits and their contents for any one
or more of several reasons, the most important of which
bas been that the materials of which the kits have been
made deteriorate or are otherwise deleteriously affected
by repeated steam sterilization procedures, and when the
kit and 1its contents have been sterilized the kit does not
afford an adsguate barrier against ambient environment
to preserve for a reasonable period of time the sterile con-
dition of the inierior of the kit and its contents.

Also, conventional kits (if instruments are used directly
thersfrom and replaced therein in bloody or sciled condi-
tion as would be virtualiy essentizal to maintain anything
approaching a sterile envincnment in the practice of
veterinary medicine in the field) are objectionable in that
they are ordinariiy made of porous material or material
having such a textured surface that blood is abserbed by
or sirongly adhzsres to the material with the result that
such bleod is difiicuit if not impossible to remove prior

permanently fixed to or permanently stains the material
on subjecting the material to the elevated temperature in-
volved 1o steam sferilization. Such fixed soil or stain not
only presenis an appearance of lack of sterility to on-
lookers but presents an appearance of downright untidy-
ness; however, a more serious asvect of the situation is
that such fized scil or siain can mask from visual discovery
the fact that foreign matter may have actually invaded
the supposediy sterile interior of the kit throungh some un-
suspected inadvertence and destroyed the supposedly
sterile conditions.

Inasmuch as conventional kits and their instrument con-
tents are not suited {o joint steam sterilization, such that
the insfruments can be kept sterile by the kit while being
carried fo a location of use whereupon the kit can be
opened to expose and display the instruments for use in
a manner analogous to the display of surgical instruments
for use on the instrument table or tray of a hospital operat-
Ing roomn; it 15 ordinarily virtually impossible to transport
instruments to a point of field use for the practice of
veterinary medicine or so difficult that ineffective or at
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best unreliable safeguards are taken to preserve dry ster-
ility and the possible serious consequences of such lack of
proper safeguards is blinked away. It seems that the
difficulties of practicing veterinary medicine in the field,
espectally under emergency conditions offering little or
more likely no advance warning, has resulted in an extra-
ordinarily slow extension of the benefits of scrupulous
maintenance of sterile conditions to veterniary medicine
as has been practiced in medicine for humans for quite a
number cf years. Too much reliance appears to have
been placed on the largely unwarranted belief that ani-
mals are “tough.”

Since conventional kits are unsuited to the uses out-
lined above, it has been customary and necessary to make
special provision for transportiong accessory materials
such as towels, bandages, suture thread, sponges, swabs,
etc., even when such materials are of such character as to
be susceptible to steam sterilization. The necessity for
such separate provision is not only inconvenient, but the
risk is always present that the accessory materials will be
overiooked or forgotten in making a hasty departure to a
remote location, with the serious consequence that such
essential accessory materials will not be at hand or avail-
able nearby when needed along with the instruments.

Accordingly, an important object of this invention is to
provide a roil-type instrument kit or container such that
the entire kit and its contents (instruments and accessory
materials) can be effectively sterilized by steam, with the
kit 1 rolled or what may be termed closed or secured
position, and thereafter will maintain the sterile condi-
tion of the interior of the closed kit and its contents for a
protracted period.

Another important object is to provide a kit of such
character that instruments can be sterilized and subse-
quently transported in a sterile condition to a remoie
location for use all under conditions such that steam
sterilization not only can be used, but especially such that
cold or chemical sterilization (which can eventually not
only tarnish or stain instruments, buf necessitate their
reiirement) is not at all necessary and can definitely be
avoided.

An object closely related to the foregoing objects is
that the kit or container be of such material as to be
capable of withstanding repeated sterilization procedures
(each 1nvolving subjection to steam at about 275° F.
under {ifteen pounds pressure per square inch for about
iiffeen minutes) without substantial deterioration.

Another object of the invention is to provide an instru-
ment kit or container according to the foregoing objects
which 15 flexible throughout the range of temperatures of
use m the field, and which will accommodate accessory
materials for sterilization (and for preservation of ster-
ility) segregated from the instruments.

otill another object of the invention is to provide an
instrument kit or container that is resistant to the absorp-
tion and adherence of foreign substances such as blood,
and from which such foreign substances can be readily
flushed with water (with and preferably without deter-
gents) and with little or no brushing or scrubbing Leing
required.

A final object to be specifically enumerated herein is
to provide an instrument kit or container made of a mate-
rial resistant to permanent staining by blood and the like,
or from which stains can be removed even after such
material has been subjected to the eievated temperatures
1nvolved in steam sterilization procedures.

A broad aspect of the present invention comprises a
rectanguliar panel of flat, flexible sheet material having an
inside and an ouiside, rectangular end and side flaps
of flat, flexible sheet material secured io one end and
oppostte side edges of the panel respectively and adapted
to fold at their junctures therewith over the inside of such.
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-panel, a plurality of flexible instrument retaining loops
secured to the inside of the panel, and a tie string secured

- intermediate its ends to the panel adjacent the end of
~the latter opposite said one end, whereby the panel and
the flaps folded over the inside thereof can be rolled from
zaid one end thereof and secured in rolled condition by .

said tie string, said flat, flexible sheet material being
nnp{rawous to liquid and resistant to repeated steam ster-

- at about 275° F. under about ﬁfteen pounds DET Square
inch pressure for about fifteen minutes. .

Another broad aspect of the mvemlcm resides in the

sheet material - referred to in the preceding paragraph

| bemg comprised of a woven fabric having a synthetic

coating, said fabric being woven of fibers *?-'E:lectﬁ‘,d from

‘the group consisting of nylon, polyester, and mixtures

thereof, and said coating being selected from the group" _
consisting of silicone rubber, neoprens, chlorosulfonated

polyethylene, and mixtures thereof. | |
Another broad aspect of the invention comprzses a

| pan' of superposed inner and outer rectangular panels of

- flat, flexible sheet material, said panels being marginally
| _secared to each other along opposite side edges and along
~one end and being detached from each other at the end

thereof opposite said one end to define an entrance to
a pecla.et defined between the panels, a plurahty of 1n-

~ strument retaining loops fixed to the side of the inmer .
~ panel opposite the outer panPI a rectangular end ﬂap :
~ of flat, flexible sheet material marginally secured to one
30
end of said end flap being ada,ptvd to fold at its juncture

of said panels at the end thercof remote from said -one

‘therewith over the side of the inner panel remote from

the cuter panel, and a pair of rectangular side flaps of
flat, fiexible sheet material marginally secured to the. .

.35

. opposite side edges of the panels and. adapted to fold at
their junctures therewith over the side of the inner panel

with each other, and a tie str
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- tangular side flaps 30 and 32 that are also made of the
- same flat, flexible sheet material as the mpanels 12 and

14, As willk b

e evident on inspection of FIGURE 2

~ the side flaps 3¢ and 32 extend from the upper end of

~ the inner panel 12 and terminate at their lower edges

~at a position. spaced above the lower end of the inner

and outer panels 12 and 14. The side flaps 30 and 32

. are secured to the inner and outer panels 12 and 14 by

ilization procedures each involving comtact with steam' - means of being interposed between the infolded side mar-

10

gins of such inner and outer paﬁels 50 as to be secured

- thereto by the lines of stitching 18 and 28, The upper
- marginal end of the outer panel 14 13 foldud upon 1tsf==lf

15

:.md stitched along the line 34..

A pair of flexible tie stnngs 36 and 38 are secured

) intermediate their ends {o the outer panel 14, both of the

~ tie strings 36 and 38 being secured to the panels 12 and |

14 adjacent the lower ends of the latter by the pfevwasly o
~ mentioned line of stitching 18, and such tie strings 36
-and 38 being stitched to the. ocuter panel 14 at_positioﬂﬁ |
spaced thereabove at 40 and . 432,
such that the tie string 36 has upper and lower free tying
-ends 44 and 46, and the tie string 38 has upper and
_-Iowar free tying ends 48 and 58, The vertical *-"r:facmg
between the stitchings 46 and 42 and the line of stitch-
~ing 16 1s somewha,t less than the circomference of the.

20

25

The arrangement is

instrument kit 16 when the latter 13 in rolied condumq -

~ remote from the outer panel in overlapping relationship - |
ing. secured intermediate .-

its ends to one of the panels ad]acent said one. end of;';

the latter.

Other uob}ects; fea.tures and a,spects of the mveﬂtwn :

~will become apparent as the following description of

- the preferred embodiment of the invention being 111113-

’ :tra ted in the accompanying drawmgs, wherein:

FIGURE 1 is a top plan view of the inside of the in-
strument kit opened up and with the side and end flaps

o,

-Le*lt of each of the side ﬂa:ps 30 and 32 :
and -outer panels 12 and 14 is somewhat greater than one
~ half but mot greater than the horizontal extent
inner and outer panels 12 and 4. The vertical extent
- of the end flap 26 from the inner panel 12 is preferably

as will be explained presently. -
For reason hereinafter explained, the ho_rizont&l ex-

rTom the 1nner

of the

approximately equal to the ho srizontal extent of the side

flaps 30 and 32, as shown. While it is preferred that the

end flap 26 be secured to.the upper end of the inner

:panem 12, as shown it will be appa.rmt t0 those skilled

in the art that the end flap 246 can, if desired or deemed
expedient, be secured to the upper end edge of the outer -

panel 14 rather than the inner panel 12. While the free
- exposed edges of the end flap 26 and the side flaps 39

~and 32 can, if desired or deemed expedient, be folded

and stitched (not shown), such a pmwsmn is not deemed

necessary. cons:tdermg the strength of the flat, flexible

45

extended, this view also showing in dotted outline a few

 surgical instruments disposed in the loops on the inside

of the mstrument kit illustrative of the use of the same;

sheet material from which such flaps are made, and in
further consideration of the fact that such edges are
subsequently free

of the application of stress thereto

- during the use of the instrument kit 18.

- FIGURE 2 is an isometric view of the outside of the' )

| ,mstrument klt the same being shown opened and with -

- the side and end flaps extended and with the open end
- of the pocket opened and, | |

FIGURE 1S an 1sometmc v1f=w on. a rﬂducﬂd scale

. :_f_ef the instrument kit in closed or rolled .up condition

and the same being secured by the tie strings.

-designate similar parts throughout the various views, ‘the
reference numeral 10 designates the instrument kit of
- this invention generally. The instrus
prised of superposed inner and outer rectangular panels
of flat, _ﬂexzble sheet material, the character of which will
be set forth in detail heremaftér The lower ends of the
panels 12 and 14 as seen in FIGURE 2 are secured to-

gether by being folded and stitched together as indicated |

at 16. The adjacent side edges of the inner and outer
panels 12 and 14 are infolded and stitched together as

indicated at 18 and 20, the arrangement being such that
‘the inner and outer panels 12 and 14 define a rectangular
pocket 22 that is open at its upper end 24. The upper .

-~ end of -the inner panel 12 is folded together with the

~adjacent edge of a rectangular end flap 26 and stitched
~ together as indicated at 28.
the same flat, flexible sheet material as the panels 12

and 14. _The 1__nstmment kit also _mcludes a pair of rec-

ent kit 10 is com- 60 _.

" 99

Referring now to the drawings, wherein like nume rerals

It will be appreciated by those skilled in the art that the

.'ﬂa,ps 26, 36 and 32 can be integral with the panel 1Z (cut '
o0 a5 a single piece fromstock sheet materlal) is desired, o

- and the panel 14 sewn thereto.

‘Means is prowded on the inside of the innner pauel 12,

- 'that is the side of the inner panel 12 remote from the outer
panel 14, for holding a plurality of surgical instruments

and the like. Such means preferably takes the form of a

- plurality of elongated strips of flat, flexible sheet material

52, 54 and 56 that are secured to the inner panel i2.
The strips 52, 54 and 56 are made of the same flat, flexible

‘sheet material as are the panels 12 and 14, and the flaps 26,

30 and 32. Each of the strips 52, 54 and 56 are stltched'

- at spaced positions along their lengths in-an arrangement
~such that the extent between adjacent positions of stitch-

65

ing of the strips is greater than the corresponding extent
“of the panel 12 intermediate such stitchings so that the
.extent of the strip intermediate such stltchmg defines loops

- spaced from the panel 12 in which various surgical instru-

‘ments can be retained or positioned. For example, the

" strip 52 is stitched at 58 and 68 to the panel 12 to define a '

70

Ioop 62 for retention of mouse tooth hemostats indicated
in dotted outline at §4. Similarly, a strip 52 is stitched

 to the panel 12 at 66 and 68 to define a loop 78 for re-

The end fiap 26 is made of - :

leasable retention of Kelly forceps (or hemostats) indi-
lcated at 72, Inspectlon of FIGURE 2 will show that the
strip 52 is stitched at a plurality of positions to the panel
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12 in what may appear to be a random fashion; however,
the variation in the spacing of the positions at which the
strip 52 1s stitched to the panel 32 is such as to afford
a plurality of various sized loops such as loops 74, 76 and
78 for holding variously shaped surgical insiruments in a
definifely predetermined arrangement. For example, the
loop 74 is of very small extent so as to accommodate a
sncok spay hook shown in dotted outline at 8). In a cor-
responding manner the sirip 54 is stitched to the inner
panel 12 {o define loops such as the loop indicated at 82,
and the strip 56 is sfitched so as to define a plurality of
loops such as indicated at &4, 86, and 88. The loops 84,
&5 and &8 are respeciively designed to accommodate large
skin tweezers, towel clamp and groove director indicated
in dotted outline at 4, 92 and 94. The strip 56 includes
a loop 9¢ that cooperates with the ioops 78 and 82 of the
sirips $2 and 54 for retention of a snook spay or porcine
eye hook indicated in dotted outline at 98.

1t will be noted that the strips 82, 54 and 56 are arranged
in spaced parallelism and are in turn parallel to the ver-
tical er maior dimension of the inner panel 12, |

‘The flat, flexible sheet material of which the panels 12
and 14, the flaps 26, 30 and 32, and the strips 82, 54 and
36 are made is considered very important. Such com-
ponents of the instrument kit 18 are made of a woven
fabric coated with a synthetic substance so as to be sub-
stantially impervious to liquid, be tear resistant, resistant
to puncture, and so as to be resistant to any substantial
deleterious effects resulting from repeated subjection to
steam sterilization procedures, each of which procedures
comprising subjecting the instrument kit to steam at about
2757 F. under a pressure of about fiffeen pounds per
square Inch for a period of about fiffeen minutes. The
fibers of the woven fabric are preferably selected from a
group consisting of nylon, polyester, and mixtures thereof,
with nylon being especially preferred. The woven fabric
is coated so as to be impervious to liquids with a syn-
thetic substance preferably selected from the group con-
sisting of silicone rubber, neoprene, chiorosulfonated poly-
etizviene, and mixtures thereof, with silicone rubber being
especially preferred.

Coated fabrics of the character specified above are re-
sistant to punciure and fearing, are licht and remain flex-
ible throughout the range of temperature of use, and can
sfand up without substantial deleterious effect frem re-
peated steriizing procedures. Also, the instrument kit 10
can be easily rinsed or scrubbed in clear or scapy water.
An mcidental advantage is that the coated fabric is some-
what resistant to staining, and can withstand treatments
for removing stains. Preferablv, the coated fabricis of a
smooth finish $o as to be especially resistant to the adher-
ence thereto of body finids and wastes, such as flesh,
blocd, urine, and feces.

A coated fabric sheet material found to be well suited
tor the purpose i1s marketed by the Connecticut Hard Rub-
ber Company, 407 East Street, New Haven 9, Connecticut,
under the manufacturer’s designation FGAAQO and speci-
fication BMS 1-17A, Type I, Grade B. This material has
a thread count of 40 x 42 and a thickness of 0.006"".
Thread counts of somewhat less than this to about 48 x 42
are especially preferred and a thickness of somewhat less
than this to about 0.0609" is especially preferred., This
same manufacturer makes a nylon resin coated anvlon
favric that can also be nsed. The silicone rubber coated
nylon fabric designated by such manufacturer as SGAQT
1s also useful.

Vinly plastics may also be useful provided the steriliza-
tion temperatures are not excessive. In general, selection
of the fabric and the coating should be in keeping with the

emperatures used during sterilization. If cold sterilization .

processes are to be used, choice or selection should be
made on the basis of resistance to the sterilizing chemicals
to bz used. If 1s preferred that the instrument kit be suit-
able for steam sterilization because such mode of steriliza-
tion is deemed much superior and effective.
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As hereinbefore used, the term polyester has reference
thetic polyester fibers such as marketed by E. I. du
Pont de Nemours of Wilmington, Delaware, under the
trademark “Dacron;” and chlorosulfonated polysthylene
makes reference to such syanthetic coating materials as
marketed by the same company under the trademark
“Hypalon.”

The tie strings 326 and 38 can be cotton or woven of
fibers of the character indicated as suitable for the sheet
material. The thread used for stitching can be cotton or
made of such fibers as indicated suitable for the sheet
material.

The use of the instrument kit 18 will be readily under-
stood. An assortment of medical or surgical instruments
of desired character are positioned on the inside of the
mner panel 12 by the retaining means constituted of the
strips 52, 34 and 56, and the flaps 38 and 32 folded there-
over, it being noted that the dimensions of the flaps 3¢ and
32 are preferably such that they cverlap each other when
folded over the inner panel 12. The end flap 26 is also
folded over the inner panel 12, and such end flap 26 can
be folded cver the inner panel 12 either under, in between
o over the side flaps 38 and 32, as desired. The instru-
ment kit 1€ is then rolled about an axis normal to the
junctures of the side flaps 3¢ and 32 with the panels 12 and
14 commencing from the end of the latter to which the
flap 26 is secured. If desired, and before rolling the instru-
ment kit 10, various accessory materials for use in con-
junction with the instruments secured to the inner panel 12,
such as towels, bandage materials, efc., can be positioned
within the pocket 24 and distributed more or less uni-
tormly about the interior thereof. After the instrument
kit has been rolled upon itself for its entire vertical or
lengitudinal extent, the same is secured in rolled condition
such as shown thereof in FIGURE 3 by the tie string ends
44 and 4% being secured by a bowknot 188 and the tie
string ends 48 and 58 being secured by a bowknot 182.
The instrument kit 18 can be rolled into the general cylin-
drical configuration shown thereof in FIGURE 3, or if
desired the folding can be dene in such a manner that the
closed or rolled configuration of the same is more or less
flat, either rolled condition being at the option of the per-
son using the same. Preferably, the horizontal or trans-
verse extent of the ouler panel 14 can be somewhat greater
at 1ts upper end than at its lower end (tapered throughout
1ts longitudinal extent), as shown, so that the open end of
the pocket 24 can be easily opened to a greater extent;
however, this provision is not by any means necessary, and
the dimensions of the inner and outer panels 12 and 14
can be substantially identical, if desired.

With the instrument kit and its contents (instruments
and accessories in the pocket 24) secured in closed or
rolled condition as shown in FIGURE 3, the instrument
kit can be wrapped or folded in a fabric towel of porous
or pervious character (which can be cotton, not shown).
and placed in a conventional steam sterilizing autoclave,
not shown, for sterilizing treatment at 250° F. under a
pressure of about fifteen pounds per square inch for fifteen
minuies, such severity of sterilizing environment being
sufficient to sterilize not only the instrument kit 18 jtsalf
but alsg the contents thereof. Of course, if desired the in-
strument kit 1% and its contents can be sterilized for a
longer period or the severity of the sterilizing conditions
can be increased in order to obtain such absolute assurance
of sterility as may be desired. After the instrument kit 10
and ifs contents have been sterilized, the same can be re-
moved from the steam autoclave and the interior of the
mstrument kit 18 and its contents will remain in a sterilized
condifion for a protracted period upon observing a bare
mimmum of reasonable precautions against contaminating
the same.

Upon transporting the instrument kit 19 and its contents
to a place of use, the knots 198 and 182 are untied and the
instrument kit 19 opened to the condition shown thereof in
FIGURE 1 and placed upon some flat support. The instros




~ments are then displayed in a convenient position for use,
and accessory materials can be removed from the pocket
- 24 for use with a minimum of difficulty. . |

 After the instrument kit 19 and its contents ha.va been

‘used, such of the accessories as may be ordinarily reused
are Cleaned sufficiently to remove soil, and the instruments -

- are given a preliminary cleaning by flushing or washing
- soil therefrom with water or soapy water. . It will be noted

that such preliminary cleaning of the instruments can con-

- veniently be accomplished by such a simple expedient as
hosing the same off as well as the inferior of the kit 1¢

~ when the instruments are fixed by the strips 52, 54 and 56.
- On completion of such preliminary cleaning of the acces-

- sories positioned in the pocket 24 and the instruments, the
kit 10 and its contents are rolled and secured as prewously |

described and sterilized by steam for reuse.

- It will be appreciated that providing an mstm*nent kit

that not only accommodates such surgical and nﬁedlcal 11

. struments as will ordinarly be used, but which in addition .

provides a container for accessory materials so as tc pre-

8,180,485
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i being 'impe-rvioius to liquid and is comprised of a fabric

=1

- pounds per square inch pressure for about fi

woven from fibers of nylon and coated with silicone rub-
er, and said mafterial being resistant to deterioration by

| rep eated steam sterilization procedures each involving con-

under about fifteen
'teen minutes.
- 2. A roll-type container for sterile instruments compris-

tact with steam. at about 275° F.

| mg_a pair of superposed inner and outer rectangular panels

- of flat, flexible sheet material, said panels being marginally

10
on¢ end and being detached from each other at the end

“thereof opposite said one end to define an entrance to a

secured to each other along opposite side edges and slong

rectangular pocket formed between the panels, said pocket

vent inadvertent failure to fransport such. acceqsery ma-

~ terials to the point of use along with the instruments is not

only convement but may very well be of critical import-

~ance in conducting surgical veterinarian procedures at. a.

position remote from where such accessory materials may
~ beobtained. Also, not only does the instrument kit i2 pro-

vide a common receptacle for the surgical instruments and -
associated accessories, it will preserve sterility of both

“such instruments and accessorles for a protracted permd
. Imasmuch a the invention is obviously susceptible in

pumerous variations and modifications of. the illustrated -

~and described preferred embodiment, the latter having
been described in extemsive detail only to convey a full.
and complete understandmg of the basic pnnmples of the
invention; attention is directed to the appended ciaims in

- order to ascertain the actual scr:}pe of the nwentlon
| _Iclalm B - R

1. A sterile mstrument k1t compnsmg a pa1r of super-.

posed inner and outer rectangular panels of flat, flexible

sheet material, said panels being. marginally - secured to

each other along opposite side edges and along one end

~ and being detached from each other at the end thereof o
opposite said one end to define an entrance fo a pocket-

- defined between the panels, surgical equipment disposedin .
45

- sald pocket, a plurahty of instrument retaining loops fixed

‘being open at the upper end, a. plur_ahty of instrument re-

taining loops fixed to the side of the inner panel opposite

‘the outer panel, a generally rectangular end ilap of fiat,
- flexible sheet material marginally secured fo one of said

panels at the end thereof remote from said one end with:
said end flap bemg folded at its juncture therewith over
the side of the inner panel remote from the outer panel,
a pair of generally rectangular side flaps of flat, flexible

- sheet material marginally secured to the opposite side

edges of the panels and folded at the ]unctures therewith
over the side of the inner panel remote from the outer

~ panel.in overlapping relationship with each other, and a
- tie string secured intermediate its ends to one of the panels

adjacent said one end of the latter, said panuls with the
flaps folded over the inner sides thereof being rolled intoa

generally spiral configuration from the end opposﬁe said

~one end with the inner side of the panels being innermost,
~and with the open end of the pocket positioned within the

-spiral and closed by the rolled panels and flaps, the rolled
- panels and flaps being secured in rolled condition by the

tie string, said flat, flexible sheet material being impervious
te liquid and is comprised of a fabric havmg a synthetic

-'_-_ucoatmg thereon, and said-material being resistant to de-

terioration by reyeated steam stenhzatzon procedures each

- invelving contact ' with steam at about 275° F. under about

40

- to the side of the inner panel opposite the outer panel, -
- surgical instruments releasably retained in said loops, an

- end flap of flat, flexible sheet material marginally secured.

- to one of said panels at the end thereof remote from said

one end with said end flap being adapted to fold at its
- juncture therewith over the side of the inner panel remote |

60

from the outer panel, a pair of side flaps of flat, flexible

- sheet material marginally secured to the opposite side
~ edges of the panels and adapted to fold at the ]unctufes

therewith over the side of the inner panel remote from the

outer panel in overlapping relationship with each other,
- and a tie string secured intermediate its ends to one of the

panels adjacent said one end of the latter, Whereby the

panels with the flaps folded over the inner panel can be
- rolled from an-end thereof and secured in rolled condi-

60

tion by said tie string, said flat, flexible sheet material

fifteen pounds per square mch pressure for about fifteen
mumtes | | |
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