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This invention relates to improvements in curbside
munmnicipal parking meters. More particularly, the present
mvention relates to a locking device and a no parking
combination warning sign, movable from an inoperative
mformational and advertising position to an operative “no
parking” and warning position covering the coin receiv-
ing slot of parking meters and the like desvices to block
the same and prevent use of the meter.

Although parking meters vary somewhat in design and
style, they are essentially the same in operation and for this
reason, the present invention is intended to be universally
adaptable for mounting upon various types of parking
meters and like devices.

In recent years, parking meters have come into wide-
spread use as providing an additional source of revenue
for municipalities, and as a means for controlling traffic
flow and eliminating overtime parking. Municipalities
having parking meters have found that at certain times
however, such as during rush hour iraffic, in emergency
loading zones and at pedestrian crossings, during parades,
during emergency maintenance work and cther civic mu-

icipal, and commercial functions, it is desired or necessary
to prohibit the use of, or parking in front of, parking
meters m order to provide access to churches, schools,
civic and commercial buildings, and cross walks, or to
provide addifional traffic lanes, bus stop areas or un-
ciuttered street areas. This has in the past been accom-
plished in many diverse ways since each city seems to
use a difiersnt type of temporary and partable “no
parking” cover on its meters for emergencies, and these
devices include cardboard, plastic and wooden boxes,
cardboard and paper signs, fabric and plastic bags, and
the like. Such temporary devices require expense of
transportafion and labor to and from the area of use,
are easy to counterfeit and pilfer, are flimsy and tend to
“weather” and wear quickly, and generailly are usable for
no other purpose durning storage or other non-use periods.

Aside from unsightliness and wear however, the known
temporary “no parking” devices are primarily obijection-
able since thev are not immediately available for emer-
gency no pa*kinﬂ purposes and valuable time must be
expended in planning a system of use and in cobtaining and
m::.ta 1mg them. These objectionable features are height-

ned by the common knowledge that every “no parking”
Eif.L.;r.tiCrII is an emergency, and that municipal emergencies
are often fraught with confusion. |

it 1s thereiore a principal object of the present inven-
tion to cvercome the defects of such presently known

temporary devices, and to provide an improved method

of taking parking meters out of service.

it is another object of the present invention to provide

a parking meter with an infegraliy associated cover that
15 movable {from an operative “no parking” and warning
position to an inoperative informational and advertising
position. -

These and other cobjects and advantages of the present
invention will be more clearly understood when reference
is had to the following specification and drawines.

‘The objects of the present invention are accomplished
by providing parking meters with at least cne cover por-
tion that is permanently attached to each meter, is of
sturdy metal construction, and durable, economical, in-
stantly available, and famperprcof. The present Inven-
tion also provides a foolproof lock for a meter taken ocut
of service which is keyed for operation only by authorized
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persons. 'The faces of the cover portion can be used not
only fer traffic control information or safety slogans, but
can be at least partially utilized as an advertising medium,
creating an entirely new source of municipal revenue.

Construction of the meter cover of this invention is
easily understood and best iliustrated by reference to the
accompanying drawings wherein two cover portions are
secure¢ by means oi a suitable bolt, passing through
suitable separating bushings, to the vertical support pipe
upon which the meter itself is fastened. The cover por-
tions are hinged to allow movement through a semi-cir-
cular arc of about 180 degrees, permitting the reversing
cf each exterior cover face. In both upper or lower posi-
tions, the cover faces may be and preferably are locked
oy means of bolt and small padlock. Other details are
obvious or will be supplied as the descnptmn of the draw-
ings proceeds.

FIGURE 1 is a perspeciive view shawmg a parking
meter according to this invention with cover portions
attached and positioned in a non-use or storage or in-
operative informational and advertising position;

FIGURE 2 i1s a perspective view similar to FIGURE
1 showing the parking meter cover portions iocked in an
operative “no parking” and warning position: and

FIGURE 3 is an enlarged perspective view of the
device shown in FIGURE 2 with the parts in Gpened
position to show consiructional details. |

Parking meters, such as the meter indicated generally
at 10 in the drawings, may vary substantially in their
speciiic form and design. Usually, however, such park-
ing meters inciude a housing 12 which is mounted upon
the upper extremity of a supporting post 14. In general,
housing 32 usually has two distinct sides, one usually
facing the sidewalk which is the manually operable side
of the meter, and the other side normally forming the
ouler side having a window 16 which is designed to face |
toward the street and indicate how many “minutes” re-
main or whether the “time” has exnired. Although one
such outer facing window is shown in the present draw-
mg, it is to be understood that both inner and outer
sides may be provided with windows through which a
metfer dial, flag, and/or other device may be seen fo
indicate time remaining or whether time has elapsed.
Similarly, known meters may be operated merely by
inserting a coin in a slot 17, or by turning a crank 19, or
boih,

In the particiiar form of consiruction illustrated, the
housing 12 of meter 18 is provided with a rounded upper
surface which merges into generaily parallel sides. Ob-
viously, however, meters may vary in shape and design,
and some mefers are produced which are substantially
flat on top but which are connected by substantially
rounded parallel sides. Xt musi be understood, therefore,
that the generic novel features of the present invention
may be adapted fo the centour of each form of known
parking meter construction.

The cover device of the present invention comprlses
two principal reversible cover portions indicated general-
ly by arrows at 28 and 38, which cover portions, as
shown in the drawings, are substantially flat and mono-
planar, to provide faces 21 and 22, and 31 and 32 re-
spectively. Cover portion .30 is also provided with an
opening or substantially “handle shaped” aperture 33 to
accommodate handie 19, and as shown in the drawings,
coact in a locking manner therewith in instances where
such handles are employed. Both cover portions are
of elongated shape and are provided with lower and
upper curved portions to essentially correspond with the
shape of the meter shown. As explained above, other
shape meters and cover portions are envisioned by the
present invention, it also being understood that the shape
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“of the cever pertlen may vary to seme extent frem the :

shape of the meter, so long as the several parts can be

- brought into eperatwe association as showa in the draw-
. 1ngs. | - T |
~ The manner in which the cover portlens are secured'
~oan plaee on.meter 12 and supporting post 14 is best illus-

~ trated . in FIGURE 3 of the drawmgs where the several

.parts are shown just prior to an assernbhng that will re-

. sult in the locking combination shown in FIGURE 2.
. Cover portions 2 and 3§ are each provided with Izunges

‘46 and are secured tegether and through holes 4¢ in
supporting post 14 by means of a bolt 43 passing through

10

separating or spacer bushings 42 and secured by nut 44.

~ Rotational movement of cover portions 20 and 30 about

- bolt 43 as an axis is of course prevented by. enga'nement

- 34, by means of bolt 53 which passes through these holes
- and: leeklngly retains cover porans 20 and 3¢ in the
~ operative “no parking” and Warmng position. Removal .

of bolt 53 from holes 24 and 34 18 prevented by 1eek

o "54 which engages hole 55 in bolt 53.

“In cases where the parking meter has no handle 19

two-or more holes 40 may be used to secure hinges 46 -

- to post 40, or a bolt 43 of square or other non-circular

- shape may be inserted into matching shaped holes 40 to
lock the cover portions in the upper position and pre-

".vent rotational movement of cover portions about bolt
Alternatively or additionally, a groove or

- offers many novel features and advantages.

', “other structural features of this invention without de-

- parting from. the spirit thereof.

Aeeerdmgly, it will be seen that the present invention
For ex-
ample, the parking meter itself does not have to be

- greatly changed or modified to suppart the present de-
~ vice, a-fact of extreme importance in instances where
radical changing or

1odification of the meters may be
pronibited by licensing agreements. In other instances,

the owners of the meters are reluctant to permit any
| attaehment to the meters which will permanently change |
the meters in any way or leave openings or holes in the
caSIng in the event that remeval of the present invention

- 18-desired.

of opening 33 in cover portion 30 with handle 19 in the
 parking meter form shown, coacting with the connection

. of cover portions 20 and 30 through upper holes 24 and

A further feature of the present invention 11....5 in the

SImpaetty with which a cover portion bearing information

or advertisements may be replaced or changed. As a.

result, the warning signs or advertisements may be

; changed at regular intervals if desired without in any way

affecting the parking meters themselves. -
Another advantage offered by the present invention

~ resides in the fact that it is not necessary to open the
. parking meter in order to attach or detach the cover por-

30

~ hole may be premded on the top of, or through meter

. ‘housing 12 to prevent bolt 53 and cover portions 26 and
30 from being rotated away frem loeklng engagement 3
- with coin slot 17. | |

~ To prevent tampering and insure the safe sterage of
parts when the parking.

position, post 14 is also provided with lower hole 41.

- ) _Thus ‘cover-portions 20 and 30 are retained and locked
~in the storage position by means of passing bolt 53

- through holes 24 and 34 and hele 41 as shown in FIG-
_URES 1 and. 2.

39
weter cover of the present inven-
_.tmn 1S in an 1neperat1ve informational and advertising

tions.

be regulated by a department of traffic control, or by civic

‘or business interest groups in the case of information or

advertising displayed when in the storage pes1t10n

It is therefore -to be understeed that various changes |

and. modifications may be made in the foregoing descrip-

 tion and drawings without departing from the spirit of
the present invention.
frame members could be prowded around the movable
- metal faces to prcmde a smooth casing portion.

For example, various enclosing

Accord-

 ingly, the invention is only te be 11n11ted to the scepe of

the appended claims.

What is claimed is: |

1. In cemblnatlen a' parhng meter eever a parklng |

‘meter hav1ng a housmg and a coin-recelving slet therein,

-1t is in movement of cover. port ons 2@ and 30 from
. the operative “no parkmg and warning position .shown -

- in FIGURE 2, to-the 1neperat1ve informational and ad-

from holes 24, 41 and 34. Then the municipal employee

or police officer who has performed the unlocking opera-

Referrmg to FIGURE 1, lock 54 is unlocked
~ with a suitable special key (not shown) and the lock is
-removed from hole 55 to permit bolt 53 to be removed

45
vertising position shown in FIGURE 1 and conversely, -

a from the position shown in FIGURE 1 to that shown in
- FIGURE 2, that hinges 46 take on their true signifi-

a supporti: means for suppertmg said parking meter and
- said cover, said cover comprising a flat moneplanar cover
‘portion, said’ cover - portion being movable from an in-
~operative 1nf0rmat1onal and - advert;tslng position to-an

operative “no parkmg and warning p051t10n, first lock-

~ ing means for securing said cover portion in said i inopera-

~ tive position,

50

‘tion may swing cover portions 20 and 3¢ to the upper

~position shown in FIGURE 2, by moving cover portions

© .20 and 30 perpendlcularly away from - parking meter
* supporting post 14 in a plane passing through both cover -

| -Following move-

- ment of the cover portions to the desired FIGURE 2

~ position, bolt 53 is then reinserted through holes 24 and

34 in a position above meter. housmg 12, and lock 54
~The fore-

- portions, with hinges 46 acting as axes.

s Telnserted through and locked in hole 55.

“going procedure is simply reversed to return the cover

portions-to the position shown in FIGURE 1.

. The nut and bolt arrangement 44-43 shown is pre-
Do Eferred for simplicity of installation of the present parking -
~imeter covers on existing parking meters, as well as for
“purposes of replacement and/or removal, although rivet-

- ing-or weldmg may -also be employed. In cases where it

~ is necessary to protect these cover portions from removal -
e by vandals, a bolt and lock arrangement, such as 53-54—
55, may be used in place of bolt and nut 43-44. Lock
B -'Washers .cotter pins, or other locking. devices may also
~be employed to secure bolt 43 in place.

- ther}::niner: ehanges of a like nature may ‘be made in the

“Simiilarly, fnr-— -
75
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ceeend locking means comprise a removable bolt.

3. The combination of claim 2 Wherem said removable
bolt: has a lo¢k receiving opening in one end thereof,
4, "'he combination of claim 1 whereln ‘said support-
‘means 1§ prewded with an opening for :rece:mng said
first locking means in said inoperative: posmen |

'5..In combination: a parklng meter cover, a parkmg

meter having a heusmg and a coin-receiving slot there~. _
- in, a support means for supportmg said parking meter

and said. COVET, said cover comprising a pair of flat mono-

‘planar cover portions miounted parallel to each other
- on opposite sides of said parking meter, each cover por-
| 'tmn ‘having an informational and advertising face and a
“*“no parking” and warning face, means for hingedly se-
curing said cover portions. to said ‘support means, first
i leekmg means for removably locking said cover portions
1in an 1neperatwe posmen d1sp1ay1n-:r sald 1nfo1

This is partwularly important where the operation
~ of the meters themselves is under the control and jurisdic-
_tion of a part of the city gevernrnent while the attach-

ment and detaehment of the cover portions and the
changing of any warning or informational materials may

second locking means for securing said
cover portion in said operative position, said cover por-
-tion being hingedly secured to said meter housing sup-
port means to allow movement of said cover portion
- through 180° degrees in a plane perpendicular to a plane
‘passing through said meter housing coin receiving slot
‘to pass from said inoperative position to said operative
- position for covering and bleclﬂng the coin recewmg slnt -
- and preventing use ef the same. = -
- 2. The combination of claim 1 Whereln sald ﬁrst and

1ational . |

. ¥
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and advertising faces, said means for hingedly securing
nid cover portions to said support means permitiing
said cover portions to be turned from said inoperative
pasition to an operative posiiion co-aciing with said coin
receiving siot and thereby preventing access to the same,
and second locking means for removably locking said
cover portions in said operative position displaying said
“no paﬂ{ing” and warning faces.

6. In combination: a parking meter cover, a parking
meter having a housing and a coin-receiving slof and a
handie means for operating a time indicating device there-
in, a support means for supporting said parking meter
and said cover, said cover comprising a flat monoplanar

_i

cover poriion having a handle receiving opening there-

in, sald cover poriion being movable from an inoperative
inform utmﬂal and advertising position to an 0pemtwe
“no parking” and warning position, said handle receiving
opening lockimgly engaging saild handle means in said op-
eraiive position, first Iocking means for securing said
cover portion in said inoperative position, second locking
means for securing sald cover portion in said operative
position, said cover portion being hingedly secured to
said support means to allow movement of said cover
portion through 180° degrees in a plane perpendicular
to a plane passing through said meter housing coin-re-
ceiving slot to pass from said inoperative position to
said operative posttion for covering and blocking the
coin-receiving slot and preventing use of the same.

7. In combination: a parking meter cover, a parking
meter having a housing and a coin-receiving slot and a
handle means for operating a time indicating device there-
in, a support means for supporting said parking meter
and said cover, said cover comprising a pair of flat mono-
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planar cover portions mounted parallel to each other on
opposite sides of said parking meter, each cover pottion
having an information and advertising face and a “no
parking” and warning face, one of said cover portions
having a handle receiving opening therein, means for
hingedly securing said cover portions to said support
means on opposite sides of said parking meter, first lock-
ing means for removably locking said cover portions in
an inoperative position displaying said informational and
advertising faces, said means for hingedly securing said
cover portions to said support means permitting said
cover portions to be turned from said inoperative position
to an operative position coacting with said coin-receiving
slot and thereby preventing access to the same, and sec-
ond locking means for removably locking said cover por-
fions in said operative position displayving said “no park-
ing” and warning faces, said one cover portion handle

receiving opening lockingly engaging said handle means
i1 sald operative position.
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