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maternity garments and, more specifically, is for a combi-
nation of garter suppcrtear back support and abdomen—
supporting means. |

The present form of garment is an 1mpmvement upon |
~ those shown in my former Patents No. 2,477,828, August-

2. 1949, and No. 2,750,597, June 19, 1956.

improved means for supporting from the shoulders of the

as to relieve her from such strain in the "walst Tegion

~ during the period of pregnancy.

Amother object 1s to prowde ‘means of supportmg
engagement with the sacroiliac region of the wearer’s body,
such engagement being promoted by the aTranﬁemﬁnt and

action of the ga.rtefr-supportmg means.
Another object is to devise an abdomen—sumpﬂmng
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the outs;[de of the band 1 along its lower downwardly

tapering end edge and also along a short part of the two
- vertical side edges of the band 4, these two overlappmg

o

bands 1 and 4 being otherwise free of each other. The
material of the band 4 has stretch in only the vertical
direction and, since the band 1 has only horizontal stretch

~ when in position of use, the overlapping portions of these
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- two bands will be of a rigid nature as a result of these
This invention reliatﬁ:s pnma:rﬂy to the frueneral art of

two opposite stretches cancelling each other in the regmn
of their overlappmﬂ arrangement. This rigid pomon 1S
adapted for engagement with the sacroiliac region of the

. wearer’s body so as to serve as an eﬁ’emﬁw means of
~ support therefor.

-~ wearer the weight or pull of the 'stockin'gs and garters 50

20

15
One object of the present invention is to devise an

- the side edges of the band 4.

- The longitudinally elautlc sht}uldecr straps. 5 and 6 are
attached at the one end, in each case, to the upper corner
edge portion of the band 4 and at the other end, in each
case, between ‘the overlapping portions of the band 1 and
‘The shoulder straps § and &
are each adjustable as to length, as indicated ina generail
way at 7 and 8, according to the size of the wearer.

Between the side overlapping portions of the: bands 1

" and 4 I have prowded the pockets 9 and 18, open at the:tr
~upper ends, so as to be adapted to receive and hold the
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means that can be removably attached to the garment so -

that the garment might be used elther Wlth or without the
abdomen-supporting means.

Another object is to devise such a combination garment '
in which the garter-supporting means is adjustable accord- °%
ing to different sizes of the wearers’ bodies and in which
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downwardly projecting hock portions 11 and 12, respec-
tively. This hook portion, in each instance, is part of an
old fastenma member 13 and 14 which have their eye por-
tions engaged by the loops 15 and 16 at the upper end

-~ corners of the abdomen- suppomng longitudinally elastic

wide band 7. The band 17 is thus adapted to extend
from the rear of the garment about the thighs of the wearer

~and downwardiy. and forwardly so as to have effective

any one of different sizes of abdomen-supporting means

might be selected for attachment to the ‘3'&11116111: fc}r use
therewith in any given case. |

- Thus the present invention lcontemplates the prowsmn
of a garment with its three functions, as just mentioned,

supporting engagement beneath the abdomen. The inner

- surface of the front middle part of the band 17 has an
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all of which can be employed at the same time including o

the abdomen-supporting means, or in which the abdomen-
supporting means might be omitted. ~

the shoulder straps are attached in such mamnner as not
to interfere with the performance of the several functions -

as above mentioned, and so as to provide the - greatest
possible efficiency and comfont. o

- Other objects will appear from the followmg descrip-
tion and claims when considered together W1th the accom-

panying drawing.

Another object is to provide such a ﬂarmenit in Whlch_'. 40

| aumha,ry reinforcement attached thereto, as at 17a, so as

to increase the effectiveness of the ‘engagement of this
abdomen—supportmg means,

The downward and forward extension of the band 17'-
and its snug engagement about the thighs of the wearer
serve also to maintain the back-engaging part of this gar-

~ment in firm and effective position; and - likewise the .

- abdomen-supportmg band 17, when used, will have the

same effect. Thus the lback-enﬂ*agmg part of this garment

~ will contribute support to the sacroiliac region of the
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FIG, 1 illustrates the position of the present garment s

when in use upon the body of the wearer;
FI1G. 2 is a side view thereof;

FIG. 3 is a distended partial view ﬂlustmtmg the manner

of attachmg the abdomen-suppom‘tmﬂ band;
FIG. 4 is an enlarged partial view of the same.

The wide longitudinally elastic band 1 is adaﬁted to
extend about the rear of the wearer’s waist and forwardly

and downwardly about the sides of her thighs so as to ter-

minate at its two ends at approximately the middle of her
thighs or slightly forward of the middle thereof. The for-

ward ends 1« and 1b of the member 1 are cut at an angle
of approxunately forty-five degrees and, when the garment
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wearer’s body and will afford a combined sensation of
security and comfort in the adjacent region of the wearer’s
back. The abdamen-supportmﬂ' means will aiso produce |

the same sensation when worn by women durmg preg-

nancy; and this garment might be worn also by men who |

have dmpped stomachs due to flabby condition of the
muscles in this region of the body, or by women or men

- during the period of post-operation.

and will relieve fatigue.
bb

This garment will improve the posture of the wearer
The body of the wearer in the.
region of the waist and thighs will be molded in correct
form and, at the same time, this garment will freely re-

- spond and conform itself to any movement of the wearer’s

is in mormal position of use, will extend downwardly and '

forwardly; and these ends have attached at the corners

thereof the longitudinally elastic garters G with the usual
means of adjustment for length. The two garters G, in-

3

each case, will extend in a substanﬁa[lly vertical direction

and parallel to each other so as to exert straight-line pull
upon the stockings and thereby preclude any twisting of
By virtue of this structure and arrange-

the stockings.
ment, the front garter, in each mstame virtnally becomes
a continuation of the band 1.

The wide band 4

is sewed with double stltchzng 4{1 to
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condition at all ti
of the garment upon the wearer’s shoulders serves. to
-relieve the waist and abdominal region of the wearer’s

body of the pull that is exerted by the garters: and this is

body. As above stated, the substantially straight upward '
| _pull of the garters will prevent the stockings from becom-

60 1

ing twisted and consequently they will be held in smooth
1es without wrinkling. ~The supporting

especxally advantageous in the case of elastic stockings

‘which of course exerrt substantlally greater pull upon the

-garters
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It wiall be observed that the two ends of each of thé

shoulder straps 5 and 6 are attached to the top and bottom
part of the back-engaging portion of the garment and
that these points of attachment are appmmmately directly

| Ibelc:ww the shoulders of the wearer and bence at the rear -
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part of the garment with the result that the shoulder
straps serve not only in holding the back-engaging portion -

in effective position but also suspend t‘-le weight and ten-
sion of the entire garment in a most effective and com-

fortable manner and without interfering with the positions

of the garter band and the abdomen-supporting band.
That is to say, the points of attachment of the shoulder
straps are so located in the present form of garment as 1o
serve their own primary function of support n a most
efficient manner and to contribute also to the functicning

of the other parts of the garment, with the result that

there is obtained a highly desirable combined efiect.

It is believed that, with the above disclosure, other prac-
tical advantages will suggest themselves to those who are
familiar with the art to which this invention relates; and

it is to be understood that the present form of disclosure

is merely for the purpose of illustration and that there
might be devised various modifications thereof without
departing from the spirit- of my mventwn as herein set
forth and claimed.

What I claim is: -

1. A combination garter suspender, back support and
abdomen-supporting means, comprising a substantially
rectangular back-engaging member adapted to -occupy a
position in engagement with the lower part of the wearer’s

spinal column and having longitudinally elastic portions.
extending downwardly and forwardly from only the lower

opposite corner portions of said back-engaging member
for engagement about the sides of the thighs of the wearer’s
‘body, said portions having free forward ends with garters
attached thereto so as to firmly maintain said back-en-
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gaging member in effective position, a pair of elastic

shoulder-engaging supporting straps each extending up-

~wardly from and having its ends attached to the corre-
sponding upper and lower corners, reSPestively, of said
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back-engaging member so as to co-operate in maintaining

said back-engaging member in effective position, and an
abdomen-supporting band having two ends provided with
means of attachment to only the lower part of said back-
engaging member and adapted to extend about the hip
region and beneath the abdomen of the wearer’s body.

40

4

2. The same structure as recited in claim 1 hereof and

in which said back-engaging member has an upper part
with oniy vertical stretch and a lower substantially rigid
part corresponding to the sacroiliac region : of the wearer’s

body. | -

3. A garment comprising a substantially rectangular
back-engaging member having its lower end of down-
wardly tapered form for positioning in the sacroiliac region
of the bedy of the wearer, said member consisting of
material having originally - only one-way stretch corre-
sponding to the vertical direction when in position of use
upon the body of the wearer, a band of longitudinally

elastic material extending laterally across and attached

to the lower tapered part of said back-engaging member
so as to provide a substantially rigid laminated portion in
the sacroiliac region, said band being otherwise unattached
and extending downwardly and forwardly from said back-
engaging member for engagement about the sides of the
thighs of the wearer’s body and having free forward ends
with garters attached thereto, and a pair of longitudinally
elastic shoulder-engaging supporting straps each extending
from and having its ends attached to the corresponding
upper and lower parts, respectively, of said back- engagmg
member. |

4, The same structure as recited in claim 3 hereof and

in which said.-band has forwardly and downwardly in-

clined end edges with front and rear corners at each end
thereof when in position of use upon the body of the
wearer and -having front and rear garters attached to
said front and rear corners, respectively, thereof so as to
extend downwardly in substantially parallel vertical ar-
rangement when in positton of use upon the body.
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